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not change the code without
parameters set by the town’s
engineer to govern septic
systems for multi-family resi-
dences.

The public hearing was
closed, and the board voted
in favor of Resolution 21-
2024.

Water tap transferred
Havenar told the board that
Nikki McDonald and John
Cressman, both of whom had
served as mayor of Palmer
Lake, had recently sold a
property on Greeley Avenue.
Havenar was the real estate
agent who handled the sale.
Four water taps were as-
sociated with the property,
but the buyer only wanted
to build three houses, leav-
ing one of the taps available,
Havenar said. McDonald had
paid the monthly charge for
the tap and would like to re-
tain ownership of the tap and
transfer it to another prop-
erty she owns, Havenar said.

The board packet not-

ed that water taps can’t be
transferred according to the
town’s code.

The board voted unani-
mously to allow McDonald
to transfer the tap to another
property.

Administrative and Fire
Department reports
In her administrative report,
Collins told the board public
works equipment operator
Blake Bloom would start this
week. An accounting clerk
would start on April 8. Col-
lins said there were no ap-
plicants for the supervisor
position in the Public Works
Department, so she had ini-
tiated some recruiting as-
sistance to hire someone on
a temporary basis. Unused
wages would cover the re-

cruiting costs, she said.

Collins commended po-
lice officer Adam Lundy for
accepting the position of in-
terim police chief following
the resignation of Jason Van-
derpool. She also congratu-

lated officer Eugene Ramirez
on his promotion to corporal.
In April, a consultant would
be brought in to review the
Police Department and make
policy and structure recom-
mendations.

Lundy said there were
lots of things in motion in the
Police Department and he
was glad to have the support
of the town to get through the
changes.

Fire Chief John Vincent
told the board that the Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts had
obtained a temporary certifi-
cate of occupancy, allowing
the building to be open to the
public. He said training on
operating the department’s
woodchipper was underway.
He discussed how controlled
burns can be used to reduce
fire danger and mentioned
a controlled burn near the
Shiloh Pines neighborhood
planned by the Forest Ser-
vice that would take place
over several days beginning
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Vincent mentioned he
had found a vehicle to re-
place the department’s
Chevrolet Suburban after a
search that began in October.
He asked the board for au-
thorization to purchase the
replace vehicle for $35,000;
the board authorized him to
proceed with the purchase.

Executive session
The March 28 meeting was
preceded by an executive
session to discuss negotiat-
ing positions on a possible
sale of town property and to
receive legal advice concern-
ing the separation of former
Police Chief Jason Vander-
pool.

No actions were taken
following the executive ses-
sion.
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The next regular board meet-
ings are scheduled for April
11 and 25. All meetings will
be held at the Town Hall.
See the town’s website at
www.townofpalmerlake.
com to confirm times and
dates of board meetings and
workshops. Meetings are
typically held on the second
and fourth Thursdays of the
month at the Town Hall. In-
formation: 719-481-2953.
James Howald can be reached

at jameshowald@ocn.me.
Jackie Burhans canbereached

at jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, March 11

Board hears update
on the Loop

By James Howald
At its March meeting, the
Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District (WWSD)
board heard operational re-
ports from District Manager
Jessie Shaffer, Operations
Superintendent Dan LaFon-
taine, District Engineer Ariel
Hacker, board Treasurer Roy
Martinez, and board Sec-
retary Bill Clewe, who also
serves as the district’s liaison
with the Joint Use Commit-
tee (JUC), which oversees the
Tri-Lakes Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility. The meeting
ended with an executive ses-
sion.
Loop water reuse

project advances
In his Manager’s Report,
Shaffer told the board he ex-
pected a report on Colorado
Springs Utility’s Edward Bai-
ley Water Treatment Facility
(EBWTF) to be complete in
March. The report will help
the Loop board decide if the
EBWTF can be used to treat
the Loop’s water, or if the
Loop will need to build its
own treatment facility. That
decision will be a large factor
in determining the total cost
of the water reuse project.

Shaffer said the Loop
was also working on pipeline
alignments and easement
acquisitions, and on the fi-
nancial documents that will
define the roles and respon-
sibilities of the participat-
ing districts. The documents
will address the question
of whether the participat-
ing districts will lease water
rights to the Loop. See the
Loop article on page 14.

Shaffer also discussed
bills under consideration
by the state Legislature that
could affect the district. A
bill concerning Accessory
Dwelling Units could have
an impact on local land use
policies, he said. Dick Brown,
the district’s lobbyist, is also
watching HB24-1379, which
would create a state-run per-
mit system to regulate when
developers can dig up and
fill in streams and wetlands.
A second bill on that issue is
expected.

Large water loss noted
LaFontaine told the board
that the water report for Feb-
ruary showed a 19% water
loss. He said that, in addition
to three other leaks, a service
line to the Country Club at
Woodmoor had failed and
three days passed before the
underground leak was iden-
tified. The lost water did not
flow through the sewer sys-
tem and may have made its
way to Monument Creek, he
said. LaFontaine said he was
continuing to investigate the
water loss.

He reported that the wa-
ter meter replacement proj-

ect was going well, with 12
to 14 meters a day being re-
placed. He estimated half the
year’s goal for meter replace-
ment would be met by April.
He thanked the office staff for
their effective communica-
tion with customers regard-
ing meter replacement.
Engineering report

Hacker said Wildcat Con-
struction would complete
WWSD'’s portion of the first
phase of the Highway 105
expansion by April. Well 22,
located on the southside of
County Line Road, is push-
ing ahead, she said, and the
transmission pipeline could
be installed by summer if
the county permitting pro-
cess goes well. Installation of
the pressure reducing valves
required by the Monument
Junction development would
begin in March and should
be complete in June, she
said. A sewer capacity study
was getting underway and
planning for an additional
storage tank for redundancy
is beginning.

Water sales improve
In his financial report, Mar-
tinez noted that water sales
were up in February, despite
a fair amount of precipita-
tion. Sewer revenue was on
target, he said. The district’s
repair or replace program
was at 27% of the annual allo-
cation due to general main-
tenance expenses and costs
associated with Lake Wood-
moor.

JUC receives hardware
Clewe told the board that the
JUC had received two blow-
ers, used to aerate sewage,
from a sanitation district in
Lafayette, Colo. The blowers
are twice the size of the units
they are replacing, he said,
and they have variable fre-
quency drives that pump less
or more air at different times,
which results in electrical
cost savings.

Executive session
The board held an execu-
tive session to receive legal
advice on Water Court Case
12CW1 and potential agree-
ments with Enerfin Renew-
ables, LLC, JWI, Inc., and
El Paso County. No actions
were taken following the ex-
ecutive session.
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The next meeting is sched-
uled for April 8 at 1 p.m.
Meetings are usually held
on the second Monday of
each month at 1 p.m. at the
district office at 1845 Wood-
moor Drive; please see www.
woodmoorwater.com or call
719-488-2525 to verify meet-
ing times and locations.
James Howald can be reached
at jameshowald@ocn.me.




