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By Helen Walklett
In March, the El Paso County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) considered minor subdi-
vision requests for properties in Black Forest and 
Gleneagle. 

Forest Heights Estates
At their March 28 land use meeting, the commis-
sioners heard a request by the Jon Didleaux and 
Phyllis Didleau Revocable Trust for approval of a 
32.168-acre minor subdivision to create four sin-
gle-family lots and two tracts. The property is zoned 
RR-5 (residential rural) and is located at 8250 For-
est Heights Circle east of Herring Road and north 
of Shoup Road. The subdivision will be known as 
Forest Heights Estates. 

The application came to the BOCC with a 
unanimous recommendation for approval from 
the March 7 El Paso County Planning Commis-
sion meeting. At that meeting, four citizens spoke 
in opposition, focusing on trail access, dedication 
of land for trail easements, the requested waivers 
(pertaining to allowing a private rather than public 
road and not establishing an HOA), and the main-
tenance agreement for the private road. The com-

missioners at that meeting felt the concerns were 
either not directly relevant to the review criteria or 
were not legally enforceable.

In conformity with the zoning, all four pro-
posed lots will be a minimum of 5 acres. Two are 
proposed to be larger at 7.6 acres and 12.10 acres 
and these will be located on the property’s south 
side near neighboring larger properties. The two 
smaller lots will be located adjacent to smaller lots 
to the property’s north and west. Access to the lots 
is proposed via the existing private gravel road, For-
est Heights Circle, which extends east from Herring 
Road and serves six existing family homes. The ap-
plicant will be responsible for improving the road 
and the cul-de-sac at its end. The maintenance of 
the road will be undertaken by the residents under 
a formal agreement, although the commissioners 
heard that not all the neighbors have signed this. 

At the BOCC meeting, Ryan Howser, planner 
III, Planning and Community Development, said 
that since the Planning Commission hearing the 
applicant has proposed to work with the commu-
nity to provide the requested trail easements. This 
would include a northern easement for a trail along 

a half-mile east of the intersection of Vessey Road 
and Neva Lane. A final plat application has also 
been submitted to create two lots from the parcel. 
This is under review and has not yet been sched-
uled for a public hearing. 

The application was heard as a consent item. 
Commissioner Christopher Whitney asked why 
the county’s report to the commission stated that 
the property was surrounded by “smaller lots, 
some 2.5 acres in size” when one of the included 
maps showed RR-5 zoning around it. Ashlyn Ma-
thy, planner II, Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department, explained that some lots were 
created before zoning was put in place and there-
fore do not meet the lot size set by the zoning. She 
added that there is RR-2.5 zoning east and west of 

the property. Bailey said, “I think this is an issue 
we see often, especially in this area. A lot of legal 
non-conforming lots. Perfectly legitimate but the 
zoning is different.” Whitney said, “I can’t say I’m 
happy, but I understand the answer.” 

The vote to recommend the application for ap-
proval was 8-1. Whitney was the nay vote. He said, 
“The zoning should mean something, otherwise 
why put a number on it? Just call it large-lot resi-
dential and whatever it is, it is.” Offering an alter-
native view, Bailey asked, “I wonder though if the 
decision to zone this area RR-5 back when it was 
done, despite the fact that there were several 2.5-
acre lots in that area, whether that was the right de-
cision or not?” 

It is now scheduled to be heard at the BOCC 

land use meeting on April 11. 
**********

The El Paso County Planning Commission normal-
ly meets the first and (as required) the third Thurs-
day of each month at the Regional Development 
Center, 2880 International Circle, Colo. Springs. 
Meetings are live-streamed on the El Paso County 
News and Information Channel at https://www.
elpasoco.com/news-information-channel. Infor-
mation is available at 719-520-6300 and https://
planningdevelopment.elpasoco.com/planning-
community-development/2024-hearings-sched-
ule/.

Helen Walklett can be reached at 
helenwalklett@ocn.me.
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Tanya Bingham, Cassidy Jones, Darrell Wass, Kelly Gehrmann, 
Kristin Dionne, Thomas Hoang, and Frances Sikich

Rank Team Name Office Name City State/Province Country

1 The David Banks Team RE/MAX By the Bay Portland Maine United States

2 Freeman Group RE/MAX At Barnegat Bay Ship Bottom New Jersey United States

3 Bob Shallow Team RE/MAX Paradise Orange Beach Alabama United States

4 The Bowen Team RE/MAX Real Estate Group Rancho Santa Margarita California United States

5 Nancy Leslie Team RE/MAX Realtec - The Nancy Leslie Team Palm Harbor Florida United States

6 Team Kimbrough RE/MAX 4000 Inc Grand Junction Colorado United States

7 The Sandi Gentry Team RE/MAX Lakeshore Grand Haven Michigan United States

8 The Neal Weichel Group RE/MAX of Santa Clarita Santa Clarita California United States

9 The Chrissy & Lisa Team RE/MAX Distinctive Mc Lean Virginia United States

10 The Joseph Bograd Team RE/MAX Elite Huntingdon Valley Pennsylvania United States

11 Orly Chen Team RE/MAX Properties Plus Tenafly New Jersey United States

12 Aida Younis Team RE/MAX Southwest Sugar Land Texas United States

13 Grant Team RE/MAX Anchor Realty Punta Gorda Florida United States

14 The Matheson Team RE/MAX Fine Properties Scottsdale Arizona United States

15 The Ann Howarth Group RE/MAX Gold Coast Oxnard California United States

16 Modern Traditions Realty Group RE/MAX Center Duluth Georgia United States

17 The Patrick Dolan Team RE/MAX Of Boulder Boulder Colorado United States

18 Jason Wei Team RE/MAX Premier Properties Arcadia California United States

19 Roberts Williams Team RE/MAX Premier Realty The Villages Florida United States

20 Pugh Group RE/MAX Alliance Huntsville Alabama United States

21 Ritchie Realty Group RE/MAX Partners Columbus Ohio United States

22 DiVito Dream Makers RE/MAX Alliance Arvada Colorado United States

23 Imperato Fazzino Real Estate Group RE/MAX Associates Northeast Kingwood Texas United States

24 Team Martha Gentry RE/MAX Prime Properties Pinehurst North Carolina United States

25 Liz Donnelly Group RE/MAX Gold Coast Ventura California United States

26 The Poltrock Team RE/MAX Mountain Properties - The Poltrock TeamMurphy North Carolina United States

27 The Teel Team RE/MAX Lakeside Dreams Corsicana Texas United States

28 Pam & Barry, Inc RE/MAX Professionals Lawton Oklahoma United States

29 The Ciamacco Team RE/MAX Connection Gahanna Ohio United States

30 Stiver First International Team RE/MAX Alliance Group Englewood Florida United States

31 The Murray Team RE/MAX Empire Properties Murrieta California United States

32 Wade Hanson & Associates RE/MAX Results Woodbury Minnesota United States

33 Vasquez Team RE/MAX DFW Associates VIII Dallas Texas United States

34 E and L Team RE/MAX Elevate Louisville Colorado United States

35 Team Caleb Pearson RE/MAX Fullsail Charleston South Carolina United States

36 Tyler Wood Group RE/MAX Big Bear Big Bear Lake California United States
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