
By Jim Kendrick
At their meeting Jan. 16, the Monument 
Board of Trustees (BOT) approved the 
first phase of planned construction in the 
Monument Ridge mixed-use development 
on the southeast corner of Baptist Road 
and Jackson Creek Parkway. The board 
also approved plans for the Copper Heights 
residential development on the northwest 
corner of Leather Chaps Drive and Bow-
string Road. Trustees Dave Mertz and Tim 
Miller were absent. 

Trustee comments
Trustees Steve Samuels and Gail Drumm 
thanked Public Works Director Rich Lan-

dreth and his staff for their work removing 
snow during the holidays. 

Mayor Byron Glenn said that the Rocky 
Mountain Rail Authority had attended the 
most recent Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments (PPACG) meeting and it was 
good for all the large cities up and down the 
Front Range to see Monument’s and Clear 
Creek County’s leadership on the commut-
er rail issue. Drumm, the town’s authority 
representative, added that Castle Rock had 
just joined the authority.

Reports
Public Art Committee Chair Betty Konar-
ski briefed the board on the first “Art 

Walls” project that will be displayed on 
the east side of the town’s water treatment 
facility at the northeast corner of Second 
Street and Beacon Lite Road. The multiple 
images, mounted on Plexiglas sheets, will 
depict a historic photo of an ice harvest in 
Monument Lake. Konarski reported recent 
contributions of $500 of in-kind engineer-
ing work from GMS, Inc., and $1,000 from 
Home Depot. The board unanimously ap-
proved a contract with the artist and $500 
of in-kind work from the Public Works De-
partment to install the art and surrounding 
landscape. 
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Above: Low temperatures and high spirits on the ice at Palmer Lake during 
WinterFest, Jan. 26. The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts is in the background. 
Right: Children of all ages came out for the event. Photos by Mark Kirkland 
Photography, www.kirklandphotography.com
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Steve Meyer, the town’s representative to the PPACG 
Community Advisory Group, reported that Silver Key sup-
port for 2007 had dropped from $400,000 to $300,000. 
Support for transportation services in Monument may be 
dropped due to the town not participating in the Pikes Peak 
Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA) one-cent sales tax. 
Meyer noted that other Silver Key services that will probably 
be lost to this area due to the cuts include other services, 
home checks, and financial assistance for utility payments. 

Town Manager Cathy Green said a replacement trans-
portation service had been found in Gleneagle. She said it 
was interesting that the Gleneagle entity would still receive 
PPRTA funding. 

Meyer also reported on the El Paso County Highway 
Advisory Committee meeting he had attended earlier in the 
day. Weather has delayed the reopening of the Baptist Road-
Leather Chaps Drive intersection for several months—until 
spring. Eminent domain actions on two properties adjacent 
to the extension of Struthers Road northward to connect to 
Jackson Creek Parkway may end the hold-up on that con-
struction. Meyer said the owners of the two contested 5-acre 
properties opposed the right-of-way takeovers by the county 
because they could no longer subdivide the lots into two lots 
of at least 2.5 acres each (the minimum required for separate 

septic systems.) 
Alternate Planning Commissioner Lowell Morgan 

asked the board to consider removing piles of snow up to 9 
feet tall that were blocking visibility at downtown intersec-
tions. He proposed dumping the snow in the lake. Glenn 
asked Landreth to check with the state to determine if the 
snow would have too many pollutants for lake dumping. 

YMCA construction plans
Jay Lowden, YMCA vice president for development for the 
Pikes Peak region, introduced Merv Bennett, Pikes Peak 
YMCA president and CEO, who gave a construction update 
for the facility to be constructed on the west side of Jackson 
Creek Parkway, opposite the north end of the Lewis-Palmer 
High School. Bennett said: 
• Construction is to start no later than April. 
• Most issues raised by town staff during planning review 

have been resolved and the few remaining would be 
resolved quickly. 

• The facility will employ 25-30 full-time staff. 
• There will be 70-75 part-time employees; most will be 

hired from the local area. 
• When opened, the first phase will serve 12,000 people 

in the first year, growing to 18,000 users per year in five 
years 
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• The building will be 45,000 square feet on 
12 acres, including the fi rst synthetic year-
round ball fi elds, gymnasium, warm-water 
pool, wellness center, community meeting 
rooms, child-care facility, group exercise, 
and supporting locker rooms. (see http://
www.ppymca.org/ for more info)

Bennett said the price of the facility has escalated 
from $11.4 million to $15.8 million, due in part 
to unexpected costs for purchasing 6 additional 
acre-feet of water rights per year ($137,000) from 
the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, 
new Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District impact 
fees ($16,000), and traffi c impact fees for Jackson 
Creek Parkway ($120,000). Bennett said his con-
cern about escalating costs is that “we could end 
up with a wonderfully graded plot of land with 
great road, access, adequate water and drainage 
utilities and we’ve run out of money to build the 
building.” 

He asked the board to waive $63,110 in 

town fees that would be applied to the $120,000 
requirement for improvements to Jackson Creek 
Parkway. Bennett said the fee waiver would also 
help encourage out-of-area donors who want to 
see matching fund contributions by the trustees. 
Contributions to date are $8.7 million, mostly 
from the local area. 

Green said some of the town’s fees could 
not be legally waived and asked for further dis-
cussions with a YMCA representative to clarify 
the fees for required planning and engineering 
reviews, inspections, drainage and traffi c impact 
fees, and the town’s use tax for construction ma-
terials. Glenn asked Green to research the fees 
waived by the board when it approved the non-
profi t Colorado Junior Volleyball Gymnasium on 
Mitchell Ave. on April 3, 2006. 

Director of Development Services Tom Kas-
sawara said he would provide a complete list of 
required YMCA fees to the board at the Feb. 5 
meeting. Kassawara noted that a cost of about 
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$200,000 would be evenly split between the YMCA and 
D-38 for a new Jackson Creek Parkway traffi c signal at 
their new shared access north of the existing Higby Road 
signal. The other $20,000 would be for the town’s required 
construction of 600 feet of curbs and gutters and for accel-
eration and deceleration lanes for this new intersection, as 
well as traffi c mitigation during construction. 

Drumm asked if the town’s skate board park could be 
moved to the YMCA parcel. Kassawara said there was no 
room on the YMCA site for the park. (See site plan illus-
tration at the bottom of this page.)

Kassawara said that the YMCA plat and site plans 
would be reviewed by the Planning Commission in Febru-
ary and BOT in March. 

Public notice ordinance  
amendment approved

The board unanimously approved an ordinance amend-
ment that allows simultaneous public notice of Planning 
Commission and BOT hearings for individual land use 
proposals. Currently, the required notice of BOT hear-
ings cannot be made until after Planning Commission 
hearings. Kassawara said the minimum 15-day notice re-
quirement for newspaper advertisements, posting yellow 
notice signs on the property, and sending registered letters 
to adjacent landowners often delays BOT hearings up to a 
month, which he said was “nothing but dead time.” 

Shupp noted that the change would not force prema-
ture hearings. An applicant could still elect to request 
continuations of scheduled hearings when they are not 
ready on the date they had previously requested. There 
was no public comment in favor of or opposition to the 
ordinance. 

Monument Ridge preliminary/final plat 
and preliminary PD site plan approved

The Monument Ridge 30-acre lot is bordered by the new 
Struthers Road (under construction) to the west, Baptist 
Road to the north, Family of Christ Lutheran Church to 
the east, and the Chaparral Hills residential development 
to the south. The parcel is subdivided into 10 commercial 
lots, one offi ce lot, one 8-acre medium density residential 
lot (to be subdivided later) on the southeast corner of the 
parcel, and a triangular lot on the southwest corner for 
a detention pond. The landowner is CAA 2006 LLC of 

Colorado Springs. 
The gross commercial area of the parcel is 17.8 acres, 

the gross residential area is 8.1 acres, the area dedicated to 
the county for required Baptist and Struthers Road right-
of-way is 3.1 acres, and the detention pond on the south-
west corner of the parcel requires 1 acre. There are 4.5 
acres of open space throughout the property. A half-acre 
of land within the residential area will be dedicated to the 
town for a small park when a developer is identifi ed. 

The exterior designs of the three proposed buildings, 
a Fairfi eld Inn hotel, a Walgreen’s drug store, and a Chase 
bank, were included in the PD site plan. Each is a four-
sided design to be appealing from any direction, a require-
ment of PD zoning. The Fairfi eld Inn will share a joint 
parking lot with a future adjacent hotel to the southeast. 

Glenn asked Kassawara and the developer to present 
their plat and site plan information at the same time, prior 
to the board’s separate public hearings and votes on each. 

Kassawara reported that there were no staff issues 
with the preliminary/fi nal plat for the project and that it 
conforms to all town requirements. Kassawara recom-
mended one condition. “Any necessary technical correc-
tions shall be made by the applicant and approved by Staff 
prior to recording the Preliminary/Final Plat.” The plat 
was unanimously approved by the Planning Commission 
on Dec. 13 with this single condition. 
• Kassawara said that the staff had worked with the 

developer to establish a consistent architectural theme 
throughout the site. The preliminary site plan is the 
development’s “master plan” and the design guidelines 
are required for the existing PD zoning. 

Kassawara said the board was being asked to give fi nal 
site plan approvals for the exterior architecture of the three 
proposed buildings and their lot designs. When buyers 
have been identifi ed, there will be subsequent Planning 
Commission and BOT hearings for PD site plans for: 
• The second hotel’s exterior architectural design 
• Each of the proposals for the other commercial lots 
• The proposal for the offi ce lot 
• The plat for subdividing the 8-acre multi-family 

residential lot
• The residential PD site plan, including the style and 

type of medium-density housing and the specifi c 
location and design of the mandated internal half-acre 

park.
On Dec. 13, Commissioner Tom Martin had requested that 
the developer provide a “monument or other type of struc-
ture” in the gathering area of the “greenbelt” open space 
between the commercial and residential areas. The Plan-
ning Commission unanimously approved the preliminary 
PD site plan with Kassawara’s eight proposed conditions 
and Martin’s added condition:
• A revised design proposal for the pedestrian plaza will 

be submitted before hearings are conducted on the 
fourth (next) lot to be developed. 

Kassawara said that after the Planning Commission hear-
ing, many of the technical corrections requested by the 
staff had been made. He noted that the revised preliminary 
PD site plan met all town requirements. However, several 
referral agency issues had been raised after Dec. 13 and 
many remained unresolved. 

The town’s traffi c consultant, SEH, Inc., had ex-
pressed concern prior to the Planning Commission hear-
ing that motorists exiting Monument Ridge to go east 
on Baptist Road from the western right-in/right-out-only 
access would try to make an illegal U-turn at the Jackson 
Creek Crossing intersection to go west on Baptist Road. 
There will be three westbound lanes at this uncontrolled 
intersection after the widening construction is completed. 
The two through lanes and the adjacent new acceleration 
lane would provide enough room for prohibited U-turns. 

Kassawara said that he had proposed internal signage 
throughout the 30-acre parcel that would direct motorists 
wishing to go west on Baptist Road to exit northbound 
onto the new Struthers Road segment from the new Monu-
ment Ridge Road access at the southwest corner of the 
parcel, then turn left to go west on Baptist Road. He said 
the town’s and developer’s traffi c engineers had agreed to 
his proposal. He added that the western Baptist Road right-
in/right-out-only access was “very important to the devel-
oper” and those companies planning to purchase lots. 

Kassawara reported that the county Department of 
Transportation had notifi ed him earlier in the day that it 
did not approve the western right-in/right-out-only access 
to Baptist Road. The county department said the Monu-
ment Ridge site plan proposal had not been approved by 
the Major Thoroughfares Task Force. The county asked 
that the BOT delay fi nal approval of the project until the 
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Task Force has approved the plat and site plan. 
CDOT had recently expressed concerns 

about the developer’s traffic study. 
County and state Department of Transporta-

tion issues had emerged with regard to drainage 
during construction of Baptist and new Struthers 
roads. Baptist and Struthers are county roads that 
drain onto the state’s I-25 Baptist Road inter-
change (Exit 158.) 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service expressed 
concerns about the effect of activity and lighting 
at the Chase Bank drive-through area on nearby 
protected Preble’s mouse habitat on the opposite 
side of new Struthers Road. The Chase Bank is on 
the corner of Baptist and Struthers roads, directly 
south of the Shell gas station.

Kassawara proposed six of the nine condi-
tions for approval by the Planning Commission: 
1. More landscaping will be added along Baptist 

Road; the changes made by staff must be 
added to the landscape plan portion of the 
PD site plan; specifications will be added to 
the preliminary PD site plan for a colored 
and patterned concrete strip to be installed 
between the sidewalk and curb along Baptist 
Road and Struthers Road. 

2. Numerous technical changes must be made to 
the design guidelines for the parcel and then be 
approved by staff.

3. Documentation will be provided showing that 
all minor issues raised by Triview Metropolitan 
District, town traffic consultant SEH, Inc., 
El Paso County, Colorado Department of 
Transportation, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
have been resolved to the satisfaction of staff. 

4. A master signage plan will be submitted and 
approved by staff before any sign permits are 
issued. This may be approved as an addendum 
to the Design Guidelines. 

5. Final technical corrections shall be made to the 
preliminary PD site plan, design guidelines, 
and zoning regulations shall be made and 

approved by staff prior to final approval of the 
site plan. 

6. Approval is subject to final approval of 
engineering plans by staff.

Kassawara said the other three conditions had 
been resolved since the Planning Commission 
hearing. He added that there were no developer 
issues with any of these staff comments and con-
ditions. 

Land planner Perry Thomas, of Thomas & 
Thomas Urban Design/LA Inc., gave essentially 
the same developer presentation he had given to 
the Planning Commission. Thomas noted that 
the developer had changed the gathering plaza 
to make it amenable to art displays from the lo-
cal community in response to Commissioner 
Martin’s request. 

Kassawara commended Thomas for adding 
the numerous features the staff had requested. He 
said the staff had deleted the condition Martin 
had requested because the developer had volun-
teered to comply with it. Kassawara said that the 
staff did not recommend Martin’s change. 

There were no public comments in favor of or 
opposed to the proposed site plan. 
Board discusses access issues with developer: 
Mayor Glenn directed Kassawara to require the 
developer to submit an escrow payment for a full-
motion traffic light at the Jackson Creek Crossing 
intersection on Baptist Road as a condition of ap-
proval for the plat. Kassawara said the Monument 
Ridge developers should be required to pay only 
a proportionate share of the signal cost. 
Background: The developer of the new Jackson 
Creek Market Village shopping center agreed to 
share these Jackson Creek Crossing traffic signal 
costs when their site plan was approved on Apr. 
18, 2005. The Market Village center will be adja-
cent to the east side of the King Soopers Center,

This Jackson Creek Crossing intersection 
is the current unsignaled right-in/right-out-only 
eastern access on Baptist Road to the King Soop-
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ers Center. Jackson Creek Crossing will 
be the only available access road for the 
Jackson Creek Market Village center due 
to the steep uphill grade of Baptist Road 
to the east. 

Monument Ridge Road, on the north-
east corner of the Monument Ridge parcel, 

will be the primary internal road in the 
project. This road will connect to Baptist 
Road opposite Jackson Creek Crossing. 
This access will also be right-in/right-out-
only for eastbound Baptist Road. 

Baptist Road will be four lanes wide 
with a median between Gleneagle Drive 

and I-25 with numerous acceleration/
deceleration lanes as well as single or 
dual left-turn lanes. County standards for 
this type of major arterial road mandate 
no less than half-mile spacing between 
traffi c lights. Jackson Creek Crossing is 
much less than a half-mile east of the exist-

ing Jackson Creek Parkway traffi c signal 
(about 900 feet.) 

Glenn said he plans to have the town 
annex this major arterial portion of Baptist 
Road after the county accepts ownership 
of the road a year after that, about a year 
after construction is completed. Under 

Shell  Station King Soopers  Shopping Center
Jackson Creek Market Village 

Shopping Center
Jackson 

Creek 
Parkway

Monument Ridge 
Mixed-Use Development

�����������������������������������������

����������������������������������

Below: Preliminary Planned Development (PD) Site Plan for the Monument Ridge 30-acre mixed-use development.
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county rules, left turns from the 
King Soopers Center and Monu-
ment Ridge onto Baptist Road 
will be physically prevented by 
the county’s concrete median.

The annexation would allow 
Monument to void the county’s 
prohibition on any Jackson Creek 
Crossing traffic signal. Annexa-
tion would also allow the town 
to permit left turns in all four 
directions at this intersection, as 
urgently requested by the devel-
opers of these two new shopping 
centers. 

Glenn added that the pro-
posed full-motion intersection 
was also needed because of all 
the King Soopers center traf-
fic that is already backing up in 
front of the food store trying to 
exit onto Jackson Creek Parkway. 
Glenn said this problem will be 
worse when the Timbers develop-
ment opens on the northwest cor-
ner of Baptist Road and Jackson 
Creek Parkway. 

When constructed, Jackson 
Creek Market Village shop-
ping center traffic will also cut 
through the King Soopers center 
to get to the parkway, adding fur-
ther to the internal backup. 

Glenn told Thomas he want-
ed the developer to be aware that 
the county might deny the north-
ern right-in/right-out-only access 
to Struthers Road and the western 
right-in/right-out-only access to 
Baptist Road until the town could 
annex both roads. Virgil San-
chez, the developer’s engineer, 
said they realized that they could 
not build their accesses until the 
county’s construction has been 
completed. 

Glenn noted that there might 
be a problem with traffic exiting 
onto Struthers Road from the 
northern access, 410 feet south of 
the Baptist Road traffic light, be-
cause it would be cutting across 
the two northbound through lanes 
to get to the two left-turn lanes to 
go west on Baptist Road. 

The developer’s traffic con-
sultant, Jeff Hodsdon of LSC 
Transportation Consultants, said 
that the left-turn lanes are 460 
feet long, and traffic exiting onto 
Struthers would be less than on 
Baptist Road, which would be 
less of a safety issue than the 
western access to Baptist Road. 
Hodsdon said the peak would be 
280 cars per hour exiting onto 
northbound Struthers Road and 
the light would be red most of 
the time for Struthers Road traf-
fic at the Baptist Road intersec-
tion, providing gaps for cars to 
cut across to the left-turn lanes. 
He said the expected delays be-
fore a car could turn north onto 
Struthers Road would still be 
minimally acceptable if the traf-
fic count were to double. 

Glenn asked Kassawara to 
have an SEH traffic consultant 
accompany Hodsdon to the Ma-
jor Thoroughfares Task Force 
hearing on the project to be sure 
that the county knows that the 
town also believes there will be 
no significant safety problems 
with the three right-in/right-out-
only accesses. Kassawara said he 
would also attend that hearing. 

Glenn asked Kassawara 

to obtain a letter from Triview 
Metropolitan District certifying 
that Monument Ridge had paid 
$490,000 for well A. Triview is 
providing water and sewer ser-
vice to the development. 

Glenn also asked Kassawara 
to confirm that the development’s 
commercial and homeowner as-
sociations would maintain all 
the green space instead of the 
town or Triview. Kassawara said 
this maintenance obligation was 
required by the restrictive cov-
enants for both areas. 

Glenn asked the developer 
to confirm that there would not 
be a request that the residential 
area be converted to commercial 
space. Kassawara said the 8 acres 
was not suitable for terraced 
commercial development due to 
its grade and the board would 
have to approve a request to con-
vert to commercial after approv-
ing this site plan. 

Trustee Travis Easton asked 
if all the utilities along Bap-
tist Road and Struthers Road 
would be installed before these 
two roads were paved. Kas-
sawara said no and added that 
the development’s acceleration/
deceleration lanes would also be 
built after the county’s construc-
tion is completed. Installation of 
the utilities and the additional 
acceleration/deceleration lanes 
for Monument Ridge will tear up 
the county’s roadways, curbs, and 
gutters. 

Glenn asked if the large re-
taining wall between the church 
and Monument Ridge would be 
built all at once. Virgil Sanchez, 
the developer’s engineer, said 
only the northern part of the wall 
would be built. The rest of the 
eastern property boundary will 
be graded immediately, however. 
The rest of the wall will be built 
as more commercial lots and the 
residential areas are developed. 
The developer’s retaining wall 
material will be the same as the 
county will use for its retain-
ing wall on the north side of the 
church property. Glenn said a 
condition should be added for the 
site plan to restrict this temporary 
grading to the south to no more 
than a 3-to-1 slope for safety. 

Glenn said that the green-
belt area would require even 
more landscaping and fencing to 
screen the pedestrian walkway 
and adjacent homes from the rear 
of the adjacent restaurant lots to 
the north. 

Drumm said it was inap-
propriate to require or expect 
the private property owners to 
continually fund town art shows 
as well as pay for security for 
the displays. Glenn and Easton 
agreed. Trustee Tommie Plank 
said the decision should be left to 
the developer’s discretion. San-
chez said the original proposal 
for a sitting area was actually 
more appropriate. The develop-
er’s voluntary proposal for art 
work displays in the green space 
was eliminated by consensus. 

The plat, with Glenn’s added 
condition for traffic signal es-
crow money, was unanimously 
approved. The site plan, with 
Glenn’s added condition on tem-

porary grading along the bound-
ary with the church, was also 
unanimously approved. 

Copper Heights 
preliminary/final plat and 

site plan approved 
There were no significant chang-
es to either proposal from the 
presentations made to the Plan-
ning Commission on Dec. 13. 
Kassawara said Mountain View 
Electric Association had with-
drawn its request for a wider than 
normal easement for its utilities. 

The 53-lot, 13.67-acre Pulte 
Homes subdivision is on the 
northwest corner of Leather 
Chaps and Bowstring Drives. 
The first phase of the Remington 
Hills development is adjacent 
to Copper Heights to the east. 
Bowstring Drive separates the 
two residential areas. There are 
two accesses to Bowstring at 
the north and south ends of the 
parcel. 

Land-use breakdown:
• Residential lots 9.14 

acres 
• Right-of-way   3.88 

acres
• Landscape buffer 0.22 

acre
• Public park  0.64 

acre
• Gross density  3.88 
 dwelling units per acre
• Net density   5.80 
 dwelling units per acre
Lot sizes range from 6,050 square 
feet to 13,318 square feet, with an 

average of 7,536 square feet. 
The small park on the south-

east corner of the parcel has street 
frontages on Leather Chaps, 
Bowstring, and Butte Circle (the 
southern access) to the north. 
This park and two other open-
space tracts will be dedicated to 
Monument and maintained by 
Triview Metropolitan District 

The Pulte Homes presenta-
tion was also unchanged. There 
were no public comments in favor 
of or opposed to the proposal. 

Drumm expressed concern 
about side setbacks being only 
5 feet, and asked for a 20-foot 
separation between houses. Kas-
sawara said this larger separation 
would not allow the developer to 
build as many houses as called for 
in PRD-6 zoning. This Regency 
Park zoning was established in 
1987, when the town annexed the 
land. The town recently adopted 
all Regency Park zoning through 
an intergovernmental agreement 
with Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict. 

Vision Development project 
manager Rick Blevins said there 
was enough lateral spacing and 
grade differences between Rem-
ington Hills and Copper Heights 
to preserve Remington Hills’ 
views of the Front Range. 

Trustee Samuels, who runs a 
landscape architecture company 
in Colorado Springs, suggested 
that the whole play area in the 
development’s small park be 

fully sodded with fescue to bet-
ter withstand heavy use. Glenn 
expressed concern that Samuels’ 
proposal might set a precedent for 
increased irrigation requirements 
for Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict. During the lengthy discus-
sion that followed, Todd Levitt, 
vice president of Pulte Homes, 
said he agreed with the reasoning 
and examples Samuels provided 
and also preferred to fully sod the 
park. Green said maintenance of 
native grasses is always “a huge 
issue.” Kassawara will adminis-
tratively change the native grass 
requirement in the play area. 

The Copper Heights plat and 
site plans were unanimously ap-
proved with no additional condi-
tions. 
Monument Marketplace  

Filing 14 approved
The board unanimously ap-
proved the final plat for Filing 
14 of the Monument Marketplace 
on the southeast corner of the 
center. There are three lots on 
this parcel for a Grease Monkey 
oil/lube center, a Checker Auto 
parts store along Jackson Creek 
Parkway, and a possible car 
wash behind them to the west. 
Kassawara noted that Triview 
Metropolitan District may not be 
able to provide water and sewer 
service to the proposed car wash 
due to infrastructure problems. 
The Planning Commission had 
unanimously approved the pro-
posal on Jan. 10. There were no 

Great Gleneagle Home!!
Cul-de-sac location back-
ing to open space and
pond! 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, eat-in kitchen, for-
mal living room, formal
dining room, family room
with fireplace, new deck
and hot tub. Large fenced
and landscaped yard. Two
car garage. All for only
$249,900!

Best lot in Palmer
Lake!! Wonderful level 
building lot close to
town. Over 7,000 sq. ft, 
views, zoned for single
family or duplex, easy
build, all utilities to the
lot. A great buy for only 
$99,500! Call today for
plat and details!!

Best home in Jackson
Creek!! Wonderful Keller
home featuring a large lot
adjacent to green belt with
fabulous views! 4 bd., 2.5
ba., formal living and dining
rooms, family room with
fireplace, large kitchen with
center island, master suite
with 5-piece master bath,
hardwood floors, unfinished
basement. Only $289,900!

Great home on one-acre
lot!! Heavily-treed property
with plenty of privacy and
views. This home features 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, great
room with fireplace, formal
dining area, sunroom, large
eat-in kitchen. One car
attached garage. RVs and
outbuildings OK. Hurry, this
is a great buy for only
$244,900!

Walden Beauty!! Great
home on over one-half-acre
treed lot. Quiet location in an
area of newer homes. 4 bd, 3 
ba, great room, dining room,
gourmet kitchen, finished
lower level, light and bright.
This home is in move-in con-
dition. RV’s and out-buildings
are OK! A great home for only 
$299,900!

The Best Location in Wood-
moor!! Over 3/4-acre fully
landscaped lot with trees and 
privacy. 5 bd, 3 ba, great
room, vaulted ceilings, extra
large eat-in kitchen, formal
dining room, hardwood floors, 
upgraded carpets, finished
lower level, large patio with
hot tub and more! Only
$399,900!

New construction in Palmer 
Lake!! Custom features
throughout! Walk-out rancher
on large lot  provides main
level living, 4 bd., 3 ba., great 
room, finished lower level,
gourmet kitchen, two car
garage. Cul-de-sac street
with views. Still time to pick
your colors. Ready in Decem-
ber. Only $337,500!

Views to die for!! New con-
struction custom walk-out
rancher in Palmer Lake’s
Lakeview Heights! 3 bd., 2.5
ba., great room, formal dining 
room, family room, gourmet
kitchen, office, 3 car garage.
Great main level living with
unobstructed views of the
mountains and lake. Pick
your colors. Only $364,900!
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public comments on the filing. 
After this hearing, Blevins reported 

that Pulte Homes had withdrawn from its 
development agreement with Vision Devel-
opment for the Copper Terrace townhouse 
development between the Copper Heights 
development and Jackson Creek Parkway. 
Blevins said Pulte had encountered too 
many issues with gaining proposal approv-
als from town staff to be able to complete 

the Copper Terrace project by the end of 
2007. Vision Development will take over 
development of the Copper Terrace proj-
ect, but it is being put on “indefinite hold.” 

Other matters
The board unanimously approved resolu-
tions for:
• Continued posting of Planning 

Commission and BOT agendas at Town 
Hall and the Monument Post Office in 

2007
• Renewal of Judge John Ciccalella with a 

three-year contract 
• Renewal of Town Attorney Gary Shupp 

with a three-year contract
• Renewal of Town Water Engineer Bruce 

Lytle with a two-year contract 
• A contribution of $29,137 for a water 

study to be performed by Bishop-
Brogden Associates, Inc., for the Pikes 

Peak Regional Water Authority
The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. The next 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m., Feb. 5, at Town 
Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the first and third Monday of 
the month. Information: 481-2954. 

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-LakesOne of the greatest threats to 

Americans today is occurring in…
their trash cans, mailboxes, and wallets!

Don’t be the next victim
of identity theft. Shred!
The UPS Store in Monument and 
The Real Time Shredder Company 
have joined forces to offer our 
customers secure personal and 
commercial shredding services.

$1.00 buys you two full minutes of 
shredding time during which you 
can shred up to 30 to 40 pounds 
of paper!

Tired of having those old bills and 
receipts in boxes in the basement? 
Use our shredder to help clean up 
your basement and protect yourself 
against identity theft.

Think you might still need some of the 
information? We can scan your documents 
and write them on a CD that can be viewed or 
copied using your computer. We then shred the 
documents and hand you a finished CD that 
you can store in a desk drawer! Ask for details.

For more information, call 719-487-1730 or 
drop by at 590 Highway 105, next to Safeway.

Save yourself a drive to the Springs…
The coolest gifts are 

right here in Monument!

Fun, Funky, Functional Gifts
at Affordable Prices!

The Gallery Center
366 2nd Street, Suite B
Historic Monument
487-7691
Tu-Th 10-5:30, Fri. & Sat. 10-4:30
Gift certificates and shipping available

A great frame shop and so much more!

Check Out Our
New Arrivals...
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Right Here in Monument!

Tri-Lakes Electronics
Monument Plaza Shopping Center

481-2387

HOT
BUYS!

Moving Sale!

Discounts Now 
on lots of closeout 
merchandise 20-50% OFF
and more!

In late February we will 
be closing out:
• Cabinets
• Cases
• Fixtures
• Shelving
• Peg Hooks and more
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 10, the Monument Plan-
ning Commission approved the 
fourth amendment to the Monu-
ment Marketplace PD (planned 
development) site plan. The 
commissioners also changed the 
next meeting date to Feb. 21.

Monument Marketplace is 
east of I-25 and north of Baptist 
Road on the west side of Jackson 
Creek Parkway. 

Director of Development 
Services Tom Kassawara re-
viewed the proposals from Mar-
ketplace project manager Rick 
Blevins. Kassawara said the PD 
site plan was updated to show the 
actual configurations of several 
filings to reflect minor changes 
that were previously approved 
administratively by town staff. 
Other configuration changes 
were for future uses that were 
different than “contemplated in 
the past.” 

Also proposed were changes 
to the center’s design guidelines 
to allow a broader range of ex-
terior building materials and 
colors “while adhering to the 
overall ‘Colorado Mountain’ 
architectural theme.” 

Kassawara proposed no 
conditions to the proposed 
amendment. 

Texas Roadhouse re-
quests alternative siding 

and roofing
In response to a request for the 
Texas Roadhouse now under 
construction, Kassawara asked 
the board to approve rough-
sawn cedar siding, “painted or 
opaque stained” and eliminate 
the current restriction on forest 
green metal roofing. Kassawara 
said the staff had rejected Texas 
Roadhouse’s original request for 
clear-stained cedar siding and an 
unpainted roof like the two res-
taurants in Colorado Springs. He 
noted that a few roofing colors 
were added in the third amend-
ment to the PD site plan at the 
request of other “national ten-
ants” such as Home Depot. Prior 
to the third amendment the only 
color allowed for a metal roof 
was champagne. Forest green, 
blue, and red metal roofs were 
added to the palette, but only 
for small accent applications 
of fewer than 500 square feet. 

He added that painted 
siding, a pastel green with 6-
inch-wide horizontal lap sid-
ing, would not stand out from 
the other types of materials 
that are used in the Market-
place “in our opinion.” 

Monument Planning Commission, January 10

Monument Marketplace PD site plan amended

Palmer Divide Ranches on East Cherry Creek
Gated Acreage Homesites in Douglas/Elbert County

     Tremendous Location
Only 35 minutes to Denver Tech 

Center and 20 minutes to Colorado 
Springs

138 acres of wildlife preservation area to 
forever be protected. This property’s rich  

history will also be preserved.

Lush hay fields, rock outcroppings, meandering 
creek, ponds, and trees.

Close to shopping, parks, golf, and only 20 minutes 
to Colorado Horse Park.

The Ultimate in 
Colorado Living
Things to See and Do

Grab your fishing pole 
and dip your toes in the 
community pond.

Explore over 9 miles of 
equestrian trails. Ride 
along the historic 
Cherokee Trail or stop by the 
site of the Blackfoot Cave.

Soak in the awe inspiring 
mountain views and sunsets.

Can You See 
Yourself Here?
 • 35-50 acre sites 
    $199.5K-$295K
 • 10 acre sites
    $129K

Palmer Divide Ranches on East Cherry Creek

Cathy Howrey
Re/Max Alliance
Ofc 303-841-2121
Cell 303-994-4466

www.eastcherrycreek.com
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A SPECIAL 
BRAND OF
ACCOUNTS
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Construction 
Loans

CUSTOM & SPEC

Commercial
Real Estate

Up to 25 Year
Amortization

Commercial 
Lines
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Land &
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Kassawara reported that the proposed 
mansard-look roof would have no second 
level to a peak. There would be a flat roof 
above the lower part that would come out 
from the vertical face of the sides of the 
building. Kassawara said this mansard 
roofing would not go all the way up the 
vertical face. There would be a parapet 
above the mansard that would hide the 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
equipment for the restaurant. The man-
sard would be equivalent to a continuous 
wrap-around metal awning in appearance 
and effect.

Kassawara said, “From the ground 
it looks very much like a full roof” but 
there is no peak or massive hip roof. 
He added approval of the mansard 
would not set a precedent for subse-
quent requests for a massive forest green 
metal roof on other Marketplace lots. 
(See: http://architecture.about.com/
library/weekly/aa100900b.htm or http:

//architecture.about.com/library/blgloss-
mansard.htm for examples of a mansard 
roof)

Car wash proposed to 
replace gas station

The other fourth amendment change Kas-
sawara discussed was the “contemplated 
use” of a car wash on the southeast corner 
automotive service filing in lieu of a gas 
station for Filing 14. There are three lots 
in the filing, two along Jackson Creek 
Parkway and a larger lot behind them to 
the west. 

Blevins said that earlier site plans for 
Filing 14 had shown a combination gas sta-
tion and convenience store, a parts store, 
and a tire store. Blevins said the proposed 
Checker parts store would not perform any 
lube or oil services. The other proposed 
building is a Grease Monkey oil and lube 
center. Both would have frontages on 
Jackson Creek Parkway. The proposed car 
wash would be behind these two stores. 

Blevins answered Commissioner 
Patricia Mettler’s questions about the car 
wash. He said there would be two automat-
ic drive-through bays and four hand-held 
washing bays as well as the typical vacuum 
and drying areas. Triview Metropolitan 
District has not yet agreed to provide water 
for the car wash due to water, street, and 
sewer infrastructure issues. Re-used water 
cannot be used in hand-held car washes 
due to Colorado health laws. 

Commissioner Kathy Spence ex-
pressed concerns about people performing 
repairs in the Checker parking lot. Blevins 
said that people may open their hoods for 
a few minutes to add fluids, replace a bat-
tery, or have a service representative verify 
that the part provided would match the ve-
hicle component that was to be replaced. 
Blevins said that there would be no over-
hauls performed in the parking area and 

Kassawara said “there would be no jacks 
or winches” in use. 

Commissioner Tom Martin asked 
Spence to explain her concerns. Spence 
said that a messy lot with a lot of inop-
erative vehicles around it would be the first 
thing visitors “from outside the commu-
nity” would see driving north on Jackson 
Creek Parkway from Baptist Road. She 
added, “You know what I’m here for is to 
give my opinion.” She compared this prob-
lem to unsightly views to the west when 
driving south on I-25 from County Line 
Road that give a bad first impression of 
Monument to motorists. She said she had 
frequently performed repairs in parts store 
parking lots on her “street rod,” then “We 
of course cleaned up when we left.” 

Martin said the Checker store could 
be isolated by landscaping along the park-
way. Blevins replied that there would be 
landscaping and the grade of Filing 14 was 
well below Jackson Creek Parkway, behind 
a berm. “It’s not all that visible.” Blevins 
said he would discuss with owner CSK 
Auto, Inc., that Marketplace regulations on 
building owners and tenants would address 
the cleanliness issue. Kassawara said staff 
would ensure that all these suggestions 
were implemented in reciprocal easement 
agreements when it administratively ap-
proves the final site plan for each new 
filing. 

Blevins also showed the commis-
sioners where one of the four originally 
approved retail bays, building F on Lot 8, 
had been eliminated. The remaining bays 
on the northwest corner of Jackson Creek 
Parkway will be occupied by a PetSmart, 
Staples, and perhaps a national retail cloth-
ing outlet. 

There was a lengthy unrelated discus-
sion on the clock tower and surrounding 
gathering area and sidewalks throughout 

the Marketplace. Blevins said that side-
walks along all frontages and crosswalks 
are designed to allow people to walk be-
tween any two stores. The main east-west 
sidewalk is wider to allow for bikes and 
pedestrians. 

After another 20 minutes of discussion 
on these same issues, Spence proposed 
adding a condition that the request for add-
ing painted/stained wood siding and forest 
green roofing in excess of 500 square feet 
to the allowed materials list only apply 
to this specific Texas Roadhouse use as a 
“one-time exception.” She added, “One of 
my pet peeves is the liquor store and the 
bank with the blue metal roof” on High-
way 105. 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp suggested 
reviewing use of wood siding and forest 
green roofing over 500 square feet via 
“case-by-case waiver requests” instead of 
amending the color and materials guide-
lines. Blevins suggested a compromise 
where only the restaurants adjacent to I-25 
be allowed to use painted siding and green 
metal roofing. Spence countered that elim-
ination of the two restrictions only apply 
to Texas Roadhouse rather than all of the 
restaurant lots along I-25. Blevins noted 
that the Texas Roadhouse contract was 
conditional, based on the results of this 
Planning Commission and future Board of 
Trustees hearings. 

After further discussion between 
Spence and Shupp regarding the precise 
wording of her condition, the commission 
unanimously recommended approval of 
the amendment to the Board of Trustees. 

The next meeting was changed to 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 6:30 p.m. in Town 
Hall to ensure a quorum and ensure that 
the proposals planned for the February ses-
sion are completed. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Jack Beuse  
CRS CIPS GRI MRE e-PRO  

Phone:  719.332.6807 
FAX:     719.487.2903

jack@paradigmrealestate.net 
www.paradigmrealestate.net 

Paradigm Real Estate...A name you can trust in the TriLakes Area 

45 Rangely Drive sold in 39 days at 99% of Listing Price 20 Desert Inn Way sold in 35 days at 100% of Listing Price 

Listed at only $699,000 

Paradigm Real Estate Presents: 
15615 Fox Creek Lane 

This beautiful 5,536 Sq. Ft. 2 story Country Design Custom home, situated on 6.39 useable acres in 
Black Forest features 4 bedroom and 4 baths and a large 4 car garage.  You�ll enjoy the large gourmet 
kitchen.  This home has vaulted 9 and 10� ceilings with crown molding in the dining room, great room, 
office and also throughout the basement.  The main floor utilizes solid ash wide plank hardwood floor-
ing, and the bedrooms have tile and carpeting.  Enjoy the outside on your oversized redwood deck and 
huge concrete patio for entertaining.  The rear yard is enclosed with a 3-rail white vinyl fence with a 50 
year warranty.  The front and rear are landscaped and have an automatic sprinkler system.  This home 
also includes separate yet attached mother-in-law quarters with its own kitchen, master suite with bath 
and a guest suite.  This beautiful property, zoned for horses will not last very long. 

Childrens Choice
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood child development specialists in 
historic downtown Monument since 1993.

We are proud to announce that as a part of our continuing commitment 
to quality, we have recently partnered with the Colorado Merit Program 
and Qualistar of Colorado. Our goal is to be even better than ever in 
our service to all children ages 12 months to 12 years.

• Longtime, highly qualified teaching 
staff certified in CPR & 1st Aid

• Developmentally appropriate 
programs for all children 
12 months to 12 years

• Committed to a multi-cultural,
anti-biased philosophy

• Hot lunch and snacks prepared in 
our kitchen - kid friendly and 
nutritious menus

• 1⁄2 day and full day preschool

• Before & after school programs
• Transportation to & from most 

District 38 elementary schools
• Kindergarten readiness skills
• Homework assistance
• Summer camp
• Vacation camps
• Programs during elementary 

school closures
• Open year round with 

year round enrollment

Please drop in or phone for a tour.
We would love to show you our school!

77 Third Street · 488-0884
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 - 6:30

Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

The Balancing Act
Bookkeeping for 

Small Business & Individuals
——–——–

35 Years of Office Solution and 
Bookkeeping Experience

——–——–

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110
emw@bigplanet.com



Page 10 Vol. 7 No. 2Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 11Sat., February 3, 2007

By Jim Kendrick
Mayor Max Parker gave his first “State 
of the Town” message on Jan. 11 to start 
a new year of Palmer Lake Town Council 
meetings. The council approved a petition 
for annexation of two parcels on Cloven 
Hoof Drive to initiate the formal hearing 
cycle for the request. Trustee Jim Girlan-
do’s absence was excused. 

Parker asked the council to add an 
agenda item for a conditional use request 
that had been unanimously approved the 
night before at the combined Palmer Lake 
Planning Commission workshop and regu-
lar meeting. The agenda, as amended, was 
unanimously approved. 

The council unanimously approved 
payment of all final bills for 2006, includ-
ing those that were paid after Jan. 1. 

Mayor Parker’s prepared remarks 
summarized noteworthy occurrences in 
Palmer Lake during 2006 and some pro-
posals he plans to make for 2007. Some of 
the highlights were: 
• “Although we do not have the kind of 

growth that some entities do, I believe 
that we prefer it that way. 

• “One of the most notable events of the 
year was the retirement of Chief Dale 
Smith. After long and dedicated service 
to the job, the town, and its citizens, 
Dale was able to retire his holster and 
pick up the fishing pole. 

• “We appointed another one of our 
officers, Dan Gilliana, as chief … in 
December. Chief Gilliana’s extensive 
law enforcement career and stature 
within the law enforcement community 
make him an excellent choice which 
will serve this town well.

• “The passage of a one-half percent sales 
tax increase in April to support the 
Police Department will ensure Chief 
Gilliana has the means to provide the 
best service possible to Palmer Lake. 

• “The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department also saw an 
increase in support. 

• “The voters passed a 
one-half percent sales tax 
increase in November that 
will continue to provide the 
means for their continued 
support to the people of 
Palmer Lake. 

• “The immediate effect of 
the sales tax passage saw the 
addition of three paid part-
time Emergency Medical 
Technicians in an effort to 
supplement our staff of EMT 
volunteers. We will continue 
to work with Chief Beckman 
in 2007 to create a vision for 
the Palmer Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department and how to 
make the most effective use 
of their increased revenue.

• “The status of our ambulance 
agreement also changed 
[with] an agreement with the 
Larkspur Fire Department. 
It will be incumbent on 
our Council to assess 
the effectiveness of this 
agreement and to continue 
to make the decisions that 
are the best for the safety 
and welfare of the citizens.

• “The year 2006 was a 
renaissance for the area of 
Economic Development. 
We approved 11 new 
business licenses. Our 

sales tax revenues saw an increase of 
approximately 130 percent. 

• “Our Streetscape Committee 
rejuvenated efforts to implement a part 
of the Comprehensive Plan with respect 
to our downtown corridor. 

• “There has also been an initial discussion 
… with the Colorado Department 
of Transportation on the issue of the 
Town of Palmer Lake assuming the 
responsibility of Highway 105 within 
the town limits. We will carefully weigh 
the benefits of having positive control 
of this thoroughfare and the outside 
funding it brings with the longer term 
prospects for sustainability.

• “The new water rate structure brought 
in $560,425 while our production costs 
came in at $543,758. With the net result 
of $16,667, we did not achieve the goal 
of covering the cost of production while 
saving for potential improvements in the 
future. 

• “The Water Capital Improvement Fund 
currently stands at $266,610. There are 
improvements that will be necessary in 
the not-so-distant future that I believe 
require our attention now: maintenance 
or replacement of parts of our water 
delivery system (some of which is over 
sixty years old), and upgrades to our 
primary water treatment plant to ensure 
compliance with federal and state 
quality regulations. The approximate 
cost of these improvements alone could 
be several million dollars. 

• “I will ask the Council to revisit the 
water rate structure and to revise it 
in a way that saves for these future 
improvements. I will ask the citizens to 
cooperate with our efforts. 

• “In 2007 it is our goal to renew our 
efforts to search for alternatives that 
will provide a long-term, sustainable 
and legal method for augmenting 
Palmer Lake’s water levels. 

• “I will ask the Council and the Planning 
Commission to review and update the 
Palmer Lake Municipal Code. The 
example of the “Hillside” Ordinance is 
just one of the many Ordinances that are 
outdated and require our attention. 

• “I will be looking at the traditional 
workload of the staff in an effort to 
determine if our manning is adequate. 

• “We need to have clearer guidelines 
of what our expectations are, what 
the various roles of management and 
staff are, and how to evaluate the 
performance of the staff.

• “The forms and procedures for routine 

requests such as re-plats, land use 
permits, etc. need to be clear and 
unambiguous. 

• “I will ask the Council to consider 
instituting the position of town 
manager for the benefits of myself, 
but more especially for the town and 
my successors. The continuity of 
knowledge, experience, and exposure is 
integral to the continued success of the 
town.

• “We accomplished a lot, but have lots 
more work to do. I look forward to 
serving the town and working with the 
Council in 2007.”

Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, January 11

Mayor presents “State of the Town” 
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Trustee reports
Roads Trustee Richard Allen reported that the town had 
submitted a document to the county Office of Emergency 
Management for aid for the Dec. 20 and 28 storms. 

Fire Trustee Gary Coleman reported that the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) had responded 
to 30 calls in December, of which 5 were for mutual aid. 
With new sales tax revenue approved in November, the 
department hired 3 part-time emergency medical techni-
cians, Derrick Sams, Justin Latifi, and Moses Berrera, 
who work from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Phillip Beckman 
was re-elected as fire chief, his third year in that position. 

Coleman said volunteers who want to help the de-
partment in other than firefighting positions are being 
recruited. Information is available at 481-2953 for indi-
viduals interested in volunteering. He asked residents to 
post address numbers in front of their homes for non-fire 
emergencies. 

Police Trustee Trudy Finan reported that department 
policies and procedures were being modified so that they 
coincide with those of Monument’s Police Department. 
Former part-time Officer Joe Lundie has returned to 
Palmer Lake, in a full-time position. There will be 24-
hour police coverage by the end of February. Cindy Beers 
will fill the part-time police analyst position for evidence 

processing and crime scene analysis. 
Recreation Trustee Trish Flake reported that an ex-

tensive program of town-supported winter recreation had 
been initiated by Great Starts on Jan. 8. Information on 
16 separate programs in the following areas is available at 
488-9370 or www.gscamps.com.

Watershed study discussed
During a lengthy presentation, Fountain Creek Watershed 
Study representative Bob Miner reported that the study 
was entering a phase that would include technical advi-
sors and representatives other than engineers who could 
finally speak on Palmer Lake issues. Federal, state, and 
local funding for the final phases of the study has not been 
worked out for the rest of 2007 or 2008. 

Hulsmann of the Awake the Lake Committee asked 
that the town provide its water attorney, Ronnie Sperling, 
with full details of all surface and groundwater production 
records from recent years prior to her planned presenta-
tion at the joint council-committee water meeting that was 
held at Town Hall on Jan. 16. (See the article on this water 
meeting on page 14.)

Bob Miner asked that Sperling review the industrial 
water rights deeded to the town by the railroad in the past 
50 years and their potential impacts on town water stor-
age rights in the lake. Parker said Sperling had advised the 

town in 1994 that there were no records of previous 
uses for the rights given to the town in 1982. Parker 
added that Sperling’s opinion at that time was that 
the town’s rights would be considered abandoned 
since there has been no similar industrial use along 
the lake since then. 

Annexation petition accepted
The board unanimously accepted a petition from 
Wealth Wonks Capital, LLC, for hearings on an-
nexation and town commercial zoning of two par-
cels of land at 18805 Cloven Hoof Drive, adjacent 
to the west side of Highway 105. 

Ruth Bolas, the landowner’s representative, 
explained that there are two other adjacent small 
parcels to the south for which the owners will also 
seek annexation and rezoning. Bolas added that 
construction plans call for a 20,000-square-foot 
building costing about $4 million to $5 million for 
a wedding chapel and reception hall. 

 Machine shop approved
Chris Olivier and Rick Hagler received unanimous 
approval of their request for a conditional use in 
a C-2 commercial zone for Protec Manufacturing 
at 780 Highway 105, Unit E. Their business is be-
tween GroomStar Pet Supplies and Tri-Lakes Ser-
vice Center. They proposed a small machine shop 
to manufacture small aluminum, steel, and plastic 
components for local businesses like Synthes as 
well as Lewis-Palmer School District 38. Olivier 
said that normally this type of facility would go 
in M-1 zoning. However there are already small 
machine shops in the adjacent area and no molds or 
dies would be used by Protec. 

 Olivier said that Tri-Lakes Service Center al-
ready was performing welding and grinding in its 
shop closer to the bakery. 

Coleman asked Olivier to submit letters of approval 
from the owners of GroomStar and Bodhicitta Bakery, 
tenants in this strip-mall building.

Town Attorney Jim Kin said that only the Town Coun-
cil could impose conditions on granting the conditional 
use in a “compatible zone,” and the applicants could not 
be required to get letters of approval from adjacent ten-
ants. Olivier, however, volunteered to get letters from the 
two businesses stating that they were aware of his plans 
prior to the hearing for the new Protec business license in 
February. Kin said that provision of this additional infor-
mation could not legally be required as part of the board’s 
decision on the business license. 

Kin also noted that there had been no objections 
raised during the brief Planning Commission hearing 
leading to unanimous approval the night before. Planning 
Commissioner Gary Atkins said he had made the motion 
the previous evening to approve the use after that board 
had reviewed all aspects of the conditional use and noti-
fications. 

Parker, Allen appointed as 
representatives to  water authority

The council unanimously approved Parker as the town’s 
primary representative to the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority and Trustee Allen as the alternate representa-
tive. 

Ambulance agreement  
discussion continues

Trustee Flake read a prepared statement regarding Lark-
spur Fire Protection District qualifications and profes-
sionalism. During her presentation she said, “I would like 
to publicly make a correction to an article that was in Our 
Community News Volume 7, Number 1, dated January, 
6, 2007, in an article titled “Palmer Lake Town Council 
meeting number 14, 2006.” There’s some hurt feelings 
over a statement that is reported that I made and in review 
of the tape recording of the meeting that that article is re-
porting on, that statement was not made or misconstrued 
and that statement was quote Larkspur does not have any-
body nearly as qualified as the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District.” 
Flake’s clarification: Flake said, “I’d like the record to 
read as follows. The issue that I have brought up over the 
past several months starting the ambulance agreement 
with the town of Palmer Lake have been about response 
times to medical calls in Palmer Lake. In regards to the 
Larkspur Fire Department, Chief Baumgarner, and Chief 
Miller, the dialog never included any discussion about 
their department’s qualifications, capabilities, or train-
ing. I am confident that Larkspur personnel fully trained, 
highly competent, and totally professional. The issue that 
I have presented to my peers on the Palmer Lake Town 
Council over the past several months is simple. Can Lark-
spur provide us with the medical attention in a timely 
manner? I would like to recommend the contributions of 
the Larkspur Fire Department over the past couple months 
and further would like to recommend Palmer Lake Volun-
teer Fire Department as a fine representative of our quality 
of life in Palmer Lake and praise the time the volunteer 
firefighters and our fire chief, Phillip Beckman, donate to 
our well-being.” 

Allen added, “It’s déjà vu all over again. I would like 
to bring up the issue of the letter of agreement that we 
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have, the current contract we have with Lark-
spur, and the possibility of having a letter of 
agreement with Tri-Lakes Fire.” He added, “I 
would like to go back and draw on the com-
ment that we would review it after a period of 
time. I feel very strongly that everything that 
Trish said about the Larkspur Fire Department 
is right on target. They’re highly trained, qual-
ified. Their spirit of cooperation is remark-
able. Their credentials are just impeccable and 
they’re extremely friendly to our people as 
well. They’re driven by the mission.” 

Allen also said, “The only problem that 
I have and that I feel very strongly about is 
response times. I feel that the Tri-Lakes Fire 
District is just as qualified and their training is 
just as good, and they’re two-and-a-half miles 
away from the heart of Palmer Lake.” 

Allen suggested that the council “sit down 
with Tri-Lakes, give it one more shot, and 
come up with a letter of agreement.” He said, 
“And that’s not putting any disparaging words 
on the volunteer Fire Department, ab-
solutely no disparaging words on the 
Larkpur Fire Department. None. I just 
think there’s a better solution to what 
I consider to be a critical problem.” 

He added that he would volunteer 
to help facilitate the negotiations with 
Tri-Lakes and, “If for one second 
that the Town of Palmer Lake is go-
ing to get the shaft, get the short end 
of something” he would “get up and 
walk out.” He also noted that Spruce 
Mountain Road would be closed 
sometime in the future for two to 
seven months. 

Flake said that there was an av-
erage response time of 12.5 minutes 
from Larkspur in data provided by 
Chief Bumgarner. 

Coleman said, “I’m a little con-
fused by this.” He said Tri-Lakes Bat-
talion Chief Bryan Jack had told him 
after the Dec. 14 council meeting, 
“What we’re doing was working out 
fine” with the current setup where the 
town or Larkspur can request mutual 
aid from Tri-Lakes for a dire emer-
gency. “Does Tri-Lakes just want to 
put Larkspur out the window?” 

Allen said that Tri-Lakes “wants 
to provide the best and fastest re-
sponse to medical emergencies in 
the Tri-Lakes area possible. It’s 
nothing against Larkspur.” Cole-
man replied, “But when they sent 
us a certified letter canceling the old 
agreement, that didn’t seem to be 
their attitude.” 

Parker said that “what trans-
pired in the past” no longer should 
be considered as long as Allen only 
attempted to negotiate an ambu-
lance services agreement instead 
of the comprehensive Tri-Lakes 
emergency service proposal that 
the town and the Palmer Lake de-
partment rejected. Allen said that 
the only thing that should matter is 
which of the equally trained people 
can respond fastest.

Trustee Susan Miner asked that 
the entire council be able to review 
all response records compiled by 
the county Sheriff’s Office for the 
same extended period for all North 
Group departments, rather than 
selected statistics provided only by 
Tri-Lakes, to get an accurate and 
fair assessment. 

Snow removal for 
parking sought

Hulsmann asked the town to clear 
snow from the side of Highway 
105 to provide additional parking 
for downtown restaurants and other 
businesses. He also asked that it be 
dumped on the unused town park-

ing lot in Centennial Park. 
Bob Miner suggested that staff inquire 

about existing snow removal agreements in 
Summit County ski towns. 

Trustee Allen and Roads Supervisor Bob 
Radosevich said they would consult with the 
Colorado Department of Transportation on 
what snow removal the town could perform 
within the state’s right of way. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting is a combined workshop and 
regular council meeting on Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. in 
Town Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. Workshops 
are normally held on the first Thursday of the 
month. Regular meetings are normally held on 
the second Thursday of the month. Meetings 
are often combined, so check for actual dates 
at 481-2953. 
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Jack 
Fry

Palmer Lake
481-4964

Bob 
Denny

Baptist Road 
488-0457

Brad 
Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna 
O’Bryant
Gleneagle 

487-0407

Joe 
Suhajda
Gleneagle 

487-0250

Leasha
Larsen

Northgate 
484-0257

Read All About It
z J.D. Power and Associates, July 10, 2006

Edward Jones ranked “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction With Full-Service Brokerage Firms.” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2006 
Full-Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM.

 Edward Jones received the highest numerical score among full-service brokerage firms in the 
proprietary J.D. Power and Associates Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. Study based 
on 5,064 total responses measuring 20 brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who 
used full-service investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and 
perceptions of consumers surveyed from November 2005 to January 2006. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com.

z Forrester Research, May 22, 2006
For the third consecutive year, Edward Jones is 
among the best advocates for its clients, according 
to a study by Forrester Research, Inc., an 
independent research company that identifies and 
analyzes trends in technology and their impact on 
business. Edward Jones was the highest-ranking 
brokerage named on the client advocacy list.

z Training Magazine, March 2006
For the sixth consecutive year, Edward Jones 
ranked as a top company for training its associates, 
according to Training’s Top 100 edition.
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By John Heiser
On Jan. 16, Palmer Lake Mayor Max Parker, Water Trust-
ee Jim Girlando, and Trustee Richard Allen met with rep-
resentatives of the Awake the Lake Committee to discuss 
strategies for refilling the nearly empty lake. Town water 
attorney Ronni Sperling, town water superintendent Steve 
Orcutt, and Paul Gilbert, Linda Firth, and R.D. Wiley of 
engineering company RTW also attended the meeting.

A variety of alternatives were discussed. For example, 
Awake the Lake Committee spokesman Jeff Hulsmann 
suggested that a well could be drilled to supply water to 
the lake. He noted that he had estimates of about $50,000 
for a 4-inch well into the Denver aquifer that would supply 
about 18 gallons per minute. 

Orcutt noted that 18 gallons per minute would be 
insufficient to offset the rate of evaporation, estimated 
by Sperling at about 30 acre-feet (9.8 million gallons) per 

year. Orcutt said, “You need to find a renewable source.” 
Referring to groundwater, he said, “When it is gone, it’s 
gone.” Orcutt added that the reservoir cannot supply the 
town’s needs year-round, so the town relies on its wells 
during the summers.

Another alternative debated would be that once the 
reservoir is full, to release excess water into the lake. 
Sperling noted that a court-approved augmentation plan 
would be required. That plan would call for 100 percent 
replacement of the excess water diverted into the lake. The 
replacement would be required to satisfy the senior water 
rights of downstream users.

One of the ways suggested to achieve the replacement 
would be to pump water from the town’s D3 well into 
Monument Creek. Some additional infrastructure would 
be required to accomplish that.

Sperling asked, “Are people willing to jeopardize the 

long-term reliability of the town water system?” 
Hulsmann said, “The lake is a natural resource and 

should be preserved.” 
Parker noted, “You have to convince people it is as 

important as drinking water.”
Allen said, “I have lived in Palmer Lake for 16 years. 

Every time we discussed it, we always walked away saying 
it is too expensive or impossible to do. We never proceeded 
past a meeting like this.”

Awake the Lake committee member Jeannine Engel 
cited the narrow defeat of the November ballot measure as 
a sign that people will support doing something to refill the 
lake if the details can be defined.

Parker asked Gilbert to prepare an estimate of the 
legal and other costs to implement taking excess water 
from the reservoir and replacing that water using the D3 
well. The estimate is to be presented at the Town Council’s 
February meeting.

Allen said, “It’s a beginning.”

Palmer Lake Town Round Table Discussion on Refilling the Lake, January 16

Town to discuss cost to refill the lake

• Children & Adult Eye Exams
• Laser Vision Consultant
• Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses

We Match Faces 
and Frames!

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.Authorized Oakley Dealer

Jackson Creek’s 
own Camryn
Carpenter,
Tae Kwan Do 
orange belt, 
honor roll 
student at 
Monument
Academy and 
bike riding 
enthusiast is 
frame-styled to 
suit her very 
active lifestyle!

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.
Good through 3/31/07.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com
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For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

Renovation Sale! 
Going on Now!

Grand Reopening 
Celebration Feb. 23-24

Call Carolyn at 488-5776
All Fitness Levels Welcome

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument

5:45 am M/W/F
   7:45 am M/W/F
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat
   4:00 pm Sun

Personal Touch
 10:30 am M/F
 7:45 & 10:30 am T/Th

Lewis-Palmer
Elementary School,
1315 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
   4:00 pm M/T/Th
   6:00 pm M/T/Th

Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road
   5:30 pm M/W+

   7:45 am Sat

+Childcare available 

Amato’s Home Repair
488-8506

• Most types of interior and 
exterior home repairs

• Interior painting and 
drywall repairs

• Screens
• Deck repair and 

refinishing
Jim and Maggie Amato

Insured • References available

More joy in your 
body … more 
peace in your life Deahna Fuess, L.M.T., C.Y.T.

Yoga Classes
• Mon., 5:30 pm (beginning) & 7 pm (continuing) 

at Yoga Pathways, 325 Second St. in Monument
• Wed., 9:15 am at Palmer Lake Town Hall
Massage: 7 days a week, 7 am to 7 pm!

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435
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Donala Water and Sanitation District, January 24

New water authority main topic of discussion
By Sue Wielgopolan

General manager Dana Duthie briefed members on the 
first meeting of the new Pikes Peak Water Authority at 
the Jan. 24 Donala Water and Sanitation District Board 
of Directors meeting. Bishop Brogden Associates received 
permission from the authority to begin work on an ambi-
tious engineering scoping study that will guide future 
cooperative efforts to share resources and infrastructure 
among Palmer Divide-area water providers.

Duthie announced that the drilling operation on the 
new well in Fox Run Park was successful. The well will 
probably yield a respectable 600 gallons per minute. 
Quick action on water main break minimiz-

es disruption
Duthie told board members that Donala experienced a 
10-foot-long water main split just after 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 20, near the intersection of Rangely and Wuthering 
Heights. Maintenance operator Terri Ladouceur, upon 
learning of the break, acted immediately to bring on other 
employees to help. Duthie, Ladouceur, superintendent of 
operations Robert Hull, maintenance operator Troy Vial-
pando, and water operator Mike Lavin worked for about 12 
hours until around 10 p.m. to repair the water line. Office 
manager Jackie Sipes manned the district office to field 
phone calls.

Most customers who were affected regained service 
within two hours. Only two homes on Rangely lost water 
for the day. Duthie said that Donala offered to pay for hotel 
rooms for the occupants. One family accepted, but they 
decided to return home once the pipeline was repaired and 
did not stay the night.

Duthie said he was very pleased with the quick re-
sponse and extra effort exhibited by his team. The weather 
was cold, and the frozen ground extremely difficult to dig 

through.
In recognition of their hard work and dedication, the 

board presented Ladouceur, Hull, Vialpando, Lavin, and 
Sipes with gift certificates to Chili’s.

Ladouceur was also named the employee of the quar-
ter for the months of October through December 2006. 
She has received the award two out of the past three 
quarters. Ladouceur was rewarded with a day off and a 
gift certificate to Chili’s.

Financials
Duthie distributed the investment updates Davidson 
Fixed Income Management prepares each month for 
the district.

Director Dennis Daugherty voiced concern that in-
vestment returns were not as high as the district would 
have realized through Colo Trust, a fund approved by 
the state for special districts.

Daugherty also suggested Davidson put together a 
proposal for a retirement program for district employ-
ees. He said that he felt part of the board’s responsibil-
ity was to ensure that Donala employees were receiving 
the best value for their retirement investments and were 
not paying unreasonable commission fees, which he 
said were not always shown on investment fund 
statements.

Other members agreed to allow Daugherty 
to “check the market” to compare returns and 
rates on district investments and various retire-
ment funds.

Board approves 2006 budget and 
amendment

Duthie told members that they would need to 
amend the 2006 budget, and distributed copies 
with the final figures incorporated.

The budget was originally passed in October, with 
projections for the remaining months.

Donala would have collected enough money this year 
to pay off the old debt, but would not be allowed to do 
so until 2009. Rather than put the money in an escrow 
account and keep the debt on their books, the district 

������������

�������������������������������������������

������������ ��������� ����������
����������
������������
������������

���������
�����������������
������������

���������
�������������������
������������

����������������������������������������������������������������

��������������� ��������
����������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������

Quality Home Automation
Installed in your existing home
§ Latest wireless technology
§ Lighting control
§ Audio/video control
§ Architectural Speakers
§ Computer networking

Larry Bobo, Owner
Licensed Electrical Contractor

Certified Control4® and TruAudio® Dealer

P.O. Box 951 Palmer Lake, CO  80133
719.488.2632

www.bobotechnologies.com
Equipping you for the future!

Tax Tips for
Small Business
2006 & 2007

Tuesday, Feb. 13th
7:30 am - 10:00 am

Lewis-Palmer School Dist. 38 Admin. Bldg.
146 Jefferson St., Downtown Monument

Presented by . . . 
The Tri-Lakes Chamber
Public Invited to Attend

719-481-3282

Members $10 • Non-Members $20

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 2/28/07
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purchased state and local securities with 
money collected through the mill levy to 
pay off the debt, and turned management 
over to another agency that is then respon-
sible for making loan payments until the 
debt is retired.

The process has several advantages. It 
allows the district to take the debt off its 
books and use interest earned toward the 
debt payment, and removes responsibility 
from the district. However, the defease-
ment must be claimed as an expense that 
was not listed in the 2006 budget. So the 
board amended the budget to reflect the 
expense.

Duthie told the board that he had also 
added two line items in the 2007 budget 
reflecting the combination of all previous 
budgets into one.

The directors passed three resolutions: 
one to adopt the 2007 budget, another to 
appropriate funds for the coming year as 
described in the budget, and the third to 
amend the 2006 budget.
El Paso County Water Authority 

elects 2007 officers
Duthie distributed summaries of the El 
Paso County Water Authority’s (EPCWA) 
December and January meetings. New 
officers were nominated and elected for 
2007. Betty Konarski of Monument will 
serve as president; Kip Peterson of the 
Cherokee Metro District will serve as vice 
president, Ann Nichols of Forest Lakes 
Metro District as secretary, and Duthie as 
treasurer. Triview Metro District’s manag-
er Larry Bishop and Security’s Roy Heald 
were elected at-large members.

Pat Ratliff will continue as lobbyist 
for the authority. Her contract and execu-
tive agent Gary Barber’s were approved.

Although Duthie’s written memo 
mentioned that the state engineer and rep-
resentatives of the U.S. Geological Survey 
gave a lengthy presentation on the history 
and future of the Transit Loss model at the 
December meeting, he did not elaborate on 
the contents of the program.

Duthie told the Donala board that 
Ratliff briefly discussed a couple of bills 
that have been introduced and have the 
potential to affect northern El Paso County 
water providers. The most relevant was 
HB07-1132, co-sponsored by Rep. Buffie 

McFadyen of Pueblo. Essentially, the bill 
states that water quality must be taken 
into account when water is exchanged, or 
transferred from one area to another. The 
former Palmer Divide Water Group has 
been negotiating to buy Arkansas Basin 
agricultural water to supply areas north 
of Colorado Springs with a surface water 
source. The salinity of that water could 
become an issue.

Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority holds first meeting

Duthie announced the formation of the 
Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA) and the dissolution of the Palmer 
Divide Water Group (PDWG). Money 
remaining in the former PDWG’s account 
after all bills have been settled will be 
transferred to the authority’s account. 
The intergovernmental agreement (IGA) 
between the agencies involved was modi-
fied to reflect the transfer of funds. Donala 
directors voted unanimously to approve 
the new IGA.

Duthie told board members that Phil 
Steininger of Woodmoor had been elected 
president, Rich Landreth of Monument 
vice president, Bishop secretary, and 
Duthie treasurer. 

Duthie said that Petrock and Fendel, 
PC, the law firm that represents Donala in 
water matters, was selected as the newly 
formed authority’s legal representation. He 
expects the amount Donala spends on legal 
fees to decrease this year, as the new water 
authority will pay its own legal expenses.

In the past, Donala paid water attor-
ney Rick Fendel for any work done for the 
Palmer Divide Water Group. Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District contributed 
an equivalent financial portion by assum-
ing the bill for PDWG work performed 
by its engineer. Triview district’s lawyer 
handled legal matters at Triview’s expense. 
Beginning this year, the new authority will 
pay for those services through dues.

Duthie stated that there was potential 
for conflict of interest, as Petrock Fen-
del will be representing Donala and the 
PPRWA.

As expected, PDWG former manager 
Barber was hired to manage the PPRWA at 
a salary of $51,000 per year.

Hydrologic consulting firm Bishop 

Brogden Associates (BBA) presented its 
formal proposal for a regional engineering 
study that will identify cooperative proj-
ects Palmer Divide-area water providers 
will undertake to consolidate and share 
infrastructure and maximize exchange 
credits. 

The study will cost approximately 
$246,000. That cost will be divided among 
participating entities based on an estimate 
of the number of homes in each district 
by the year 2020. Donala’s share is about 
$45,000.

The study will consist of seven phases; 
BBA expects to complete it by September 
2007.

Members debated whether to retain 
the dues structure previously used by the 
PDWG and offer full voting memberships 
for $20,000 per year as well as associate 
memberships for $2,500 per year for small 
districts, or to require that all members pay 
$20,000 for full membership and a single 
vote regardless of size. After discussion 
of the pros and cons of the two options, 
members decided to retain the old dues 
structure for another year and revisit the 
issue at a later meeting.

The authority discussed meeting 
schedules and decided to meet monthly 
for the time being, possibly breaking into 
small subcommittees that get together 
more frequently to address specific topics 
or projects. As the cooperative engineer-
ing study progresses and larger projects 
get under way, the authority might decide 
to meet twice a month. They settled on the 
third Thursday of every month as the date, 
and set 8:30 as the time. Members will 
take turns hosting the group. The next full 
membership meeting will be at the Donala 
district office on Feb. 15.
Palmer Divide-area districts will 
institute conservation measures
Duthie told the Donala board that Barber 
and the PPRWA officers gathered for an 
impromptu discussion on Jan. 8. Cherokee, 
Palmer Lake, and Academy did not attend. 
The small group talked about establishing 
a logo for the authority, ideas for setting 
dues for 2008, and Barber’s duties as man-
ager.

Donala, Woodmoor, Triview, and 
Monument decided to institute water-
rationing programs in their districts this 
summer. Representatives rejected the 
“diamond, circle , square” program used 
in many Front Range communities and 
tried at Woodmoor last summer, primarily 
because of the difficulty in programming 
irrigation systems with a 14-day timer to 
water every third day. 

Instead, customers will be allowed to 
water between the hours of 6 p.m. and 9 
a.m. on a Monday-Wednesday-Friday or 
Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday schedule. The 
rationing program will be in place from 
June through September.

Duthie said that in order for a program 
to be successful, it must be user-friendly. 
He intends to offer help to the elderly and 
others in the Donala district who may need 
assistance in programming their irrigation 
system.

Waste plant buildings 
finally receive approval

Duthie informed board members that the 
preliminary treatment room and influent 
pump station have been approved by the 
Pikes Peak Regional Building Depart-
ment, and plans for the electrical room are 
in review. Duthie had become frustrated 
by the unnecessary delays in construction 
resulting from rejection of the plans due to 
inspectors’ lack of familiarity with waste 
plant construction.

To compound the problem, GMS en-
gineering was unable to meet with or talk 

to the inspectors to explain the plans or 
discuss the reasons for rejection in spite of 
numerous attempts.

Finally, Duthie wrote a letter of pro-
test to Henry Yankowski, the new build-
ing department director, enumerating the 
various errors made by the department and 
pointing out that the delays could result in 
the inability of the waste plant to complete 
the expansion on time.

Yankowski was receptive and moved 
immediately to expedite approval. He also 
came out for a tour of the plant.

Weaver construction is moving the 
yard piping for the influent pump station, 
and removing and repairing an air line that 
was incorrectly installed while waiting 
for plans for the three buildings to be ap-
proved. Duthie expects construction of the 
pump station and electrical and treatment 
rooms to begin in March, with completion 
scheduled for May or June.

Price of expansion 
nears $10 million

Duthie mentioned that he would like to in-
clude a bedroom in the new administration 
building so that operators or others work-
ing at the plant overnight during inclement 
weather have a room away from the com-
puter in which to rest.

However, any additions to the admin-
istration building may not be workable, as 
the costs continue to skyrocket due to price 
increases in steel, copper, and concrete. 
The contractor estimates that the price tag 
for the waste plant will be close to $10 mil-
lion, significantly higher than the original 
projection. Sams believes the cost will ex-
ceed that figure.

Donala and Triview obtained approval 
from Colorado Water and Power for loans 
up to $5 million each, which would cover 
the revised figures but leaves no room for 
contingencies.

Duthie said Bishop will have to work 
with his board to decide what course of ac-
tion to take. Duthie is confident that due 
to Donala’s good financial position, the 
district would probably be successful in 
securing additional loan funds from Colo-
rado Water and Power if necessary. But 
that may not be an option for Triview.

Change orders to the contract, in the 
form of emergency generators (the existing 
generator was found to be insufficient for 
the expanded plant), new denitrification 
filters, and repair of the air line have also 
increased the price of the expansion.

Struthers pipeline started
Frazee construction has begun installing 
the pipeline along Struthers Road, which 
will eventually connect Donala’s 12-inch 
water main on the north end of Struthers 
Ranch to Triview’s system. Due to the 
delay caused by El Paso County’s dispute 
with two Chaparral Hills homeowners 
over the price of the right-of-way for the 
road, Triview will have a second opportu-
nity to install its share of the pipeline while 
the road is under construction and avoid 
the expense of digging up asphalt later.

Donala had planned to put a valve at 
the end of the district’s portion, as Triv-
iew had not been ready to construct the 
remainder. The delay may give Triview 
enough time to finish the plans. 
Donala finishes drilling new well
Duthie informed the directors that Henkel 
had finished drilling new well 14A, which 
was now in the development stage. The 
company had drilled to a depth of 2,240 
feet; Duthie expects to have a yield of 600 
gallons per minute. 

Donala contracted to have the initial 
development water, which contains a high 
level of the mud used in drilling, hauled 
away. Once the water is mostly clear, the 
remainder will be released down Smith 

Brand New, Spectacular, Artisan Homes 
Model Home in Timberview!

All the upgrades including slab granite counter tops
in the kitchen and all baths, gourmet kitchen with
Thermador appliances, vaulted ceilings with Pella
windows throughout, hardwood floors, slate floor
entry, walkout lower level with wet bar, covered
stamped colored concrete patio, four-car garage,
over 2-acre lot with trees and incredible 180-degree
views including a wonderful Pikes Peak view from
the covered deck and master bedroom. Privacy and
convenience in abundance. Perfect location in
Monument! Call me today for a  personal tour.
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Creek. When their portion of the 
operation is finished, Henkel will 
regrade the site and put a chain-link 
fence around the well mud pit, which 
contained the water, media and ben-
tonite mixture used during drilling. 
They will fill it in after it has had an 
opportunity to dry.

AmWest will conduct testing on 
the well.

Eventually, Donala will erect 
a stockade around the well controls 
and surround the site with a split-rail 
fence.

The district is holding off on 
construction of the pipeline from 
Tari Drive to the Holbein plant until 
the new well is complete. An 8-inch 
pipeline will carry the water along the 
right-of-way between Pleasant View 
Estates and the Ridge at Fox Run to 
Tari Drive. From there, a larger pipe-
line will eventually carry water to the 
treatment plant. 

Due to the difficulty and expense 
involved in digging through the rock 
along Baptist Road to reach the Hol-
bein plant, the district is considering 
boring through instead.

Classic asks Donala for 
sewer service to east side of 

Sanctuary Pointe
Duthie said he has been approached 
by Triview and Classic Homes about 
providing sewer service to homes 
on the east side of Sanctuary Pointe. 
As part of Classic’s concessions to 
homeowners in Kingswood Estates, 
Classic agreed not to run a sewer line 
through the subdivision, which was 
the only gravity-feed route available 
for a sewer line. 

Donala has a lift station in nearby 
Fox Run, but has already promised 
service to Randall Construction, 
which plans to build 30 homes on 
2.5-acre lots and 66 patio homes on 
the former Brown Ranch. The ranch 
property has already been annexed to 
the district. Donala’s lift station can 
handle only an additional 60 homes 
above the total number of patio homes 
Randall hopes to construct, which is 
insufficient to provide service to all 
the homes on the east side of Sanctu-
ary Pointe.

Randall must gravity-feed 
through Sanctuary Pointe to reach 
Donala’s lift station or lift his waste 
to the Donala tank site in the park 
where it will gravity feed down 
Baptist Road.

Classic has proposed using 
Randall’s capacity until he con-
structs the patio homes. The de-
velopment has not moved past the 
planning stage.

Duthie is still discussing the 
issue but has made no promises to 

Classic or Triview. He assured the 
board that he would charge rates that 
would reflect the total cost district 
customers pay for their service, in-
cluding taxes, if an agreement was 
reached.

Other district operations
• Duthie told the board that the 

redrill of well 2A is complete. 
He plans to get it equipped and 
ready for operation during the first 
quarter.

• Well 9A went down in December. 
Operators found that the motor was 
burned up, but luckily it was still 
under warranty. The well will be 
operational again by the time it’s 
needed in the spring

•  Rocky Mountain Materials and 
Asphalt is installing the electrical 
lines along the north side of Baptist 
Road. When the work is complete, 
they will start on the water lines. 
The Gleneagle-Baptist intersection 
will be shut down for several weeks 

during construction. 
District employees will study 

xeriscaping
Ladouceur and Mark Parker will at-
tend the 2007 Peak to Prairie land-
scaping symposium at the Doubletree 
Hotel at the World Arena on Feb. 9-10 
to learn more about xeriscaping. By 
educating Donala employees, the dis-
trict hopes to incorporate xeriscaping 
on district property as well as provide 
expertise to customers wanting to 
know how to modify their landscap-
ing to reduce water consumption.

The board went into executive 
session at 2:53 p.m. to discuss the pur-
chase, acquisition, lease or transfer of 
water, and personnel matters. 

The Donala board will hold its 
next regular meeting on Feb. 21 at 1:
30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 
Holbein Drive. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of each 
month.

Making your House
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We've all heard it a thousand times,
"Mom, what's for dinner?"

At What About Dinner?, we have the answer!

What About Dinner? is a convenient way to feed your family 
healthy, home-cooked meals, saving you time and money. 
We do the grocery shopping and prepare all of the fresh 
ingredients for you. Come to our kitchen and assemble 12 
ready to freeze entrees, ready to take home, in less than 
two hours. Check our website for session times and more 
information:

www.WhatAboutDinner.com
481 Highway 105 #208, Monument
Behind Taco Bell 719-488-8233

Sign up for any session and mention this ad to receive an extra entree FREE!

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care

Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home.

No need to stress your furkid by 
sending it off to the kennel. Let us 
take care of your friend in familiar 
surroundings - home sweet home.

Walks, play time, love and care.
Three visits per day.

Call Kathi at 487-8830
or 659-0298.

    Private overnight boarding 
   available in a home setting

• Professional

• Scissor Finish

• No Tranquilizers

• Reasonable Prices

• Here Since 1985
(719) 481-3356
By Appointment

Owned & Operated by Adrienne Angel

June Burnett
Independent Consultant

719-481-5712
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www.JournalingYourHistory.com
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Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
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new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

Baptist Rd.& Old Denver Hwy 719 488-3255
Starz Dance StudioStarz Dance Studio

Dance Classes ~ Age 3-Adult
Ballet — Jazz/Hip Hop — Tap 

Tiny Tots Age 3 ∗ Twinkle Toes Age 4 
∗ Combination Classes Ballet, Jazz/Hip 

Hop & Tap ∗ Adult Tap & Jazz
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Monument Sanitation District, January 18

Residential tap fees increase $500
By Jim Kendrick

The board of the Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict increased residential tap fees by $500 
as well as fees for additional fixtures. The 
board also discussed potential inclusion 
issues for the rural Watt property, south 
of the current Monument town boundary, 
between Old Denver Highway and Monu-
ment Creek. A $60 credit for each con-
nected user account was granted on Jan. 
15. All board members were present. 

Procedural question raised
At the start of the meeting, Director Kristi 
Schutz expressed concern about the other 
members of the board approving the first 
amendment to the cash-flow escrow agree-
ment of the Amended Joint Use Agreement 
at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Joint Use Committee (JUC) meet-
ing on Jan. 12. Schutz felt that this was an 
important enough issue that it should have 
been discussed as an agenda item during 
this regular board meeting prior to approv-
al, and that a precedent might have been 
set. “I guess I just don’t want to see the 
JUC meeting where we do our business.”
Background: The Tri-Lakes facil-
ity is jointly owned by the Monument and 
Palmer Lake Sanitation Districts and the 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. 
Several months ago, each district had 
agreed to increase the amount of cash 
escrowed to the facility for paying routine 
bills from $10,000 each to $17,000 to cover 
the “float” required until the owning dis-

tricts transfer reimbursement funds to the 
facility checking account. Typically, when 
there is a significant decision to be made 
at a monthly JUC meeting, a quorum of 
directors from each of the three districts 
attends to immediately implement a deci-
sion rather than delaying ratification at 
subsequent district board meetings later in 
the month. The districts advertise the JUC 
meetings as regular board meetings in ad-
dition to the monthly board meetings held 
in the districts’ offices because three or 
more directors often attend JUC meetings. 

District Manager Mike Wicklund said 
the simple escrow increase change to the 
joint use agreement had been previously 
discussed by all three boards and all had 
agreed to increase the amount “on loan” 
to the facility’s checking account from the 
original $30,000 to $51,000. The Monu-
ment check for $7,000 had already been 
issued to the facility. Wicklund said the 
other boards had previously agreed to the 
$7,000 change as well. The JUC meetings 
are advertised as Monument board meet-
ings and a quorum of the four other boards 
had approved the amendment on Jan. 12. 

Board President Lowell Morgan 
noted that the amendment was approved 
at the JUC meeting due to fiscal urgency. 
Board Secretary Glenda Smith added that 
the Woodmoor board had indicated that it 
reserved the right to discuss the specific 
wording of the escrow amendment at its 
January meeting and might bring back 

concerns. If Schutz or any other director 
had any concerns with the document, they 
could be brought up at the February JUC 
meeting, Smith said.
Wakonda Hills construction sav-

ings confirmed
Wicklund reported that the final payment 
of $95,277 to J&J Excavating, LTD, for 
the first phase of the Wakonda Hills sewer 
conversion project had been made. J&J had 
performed all its work at $40,000 less than 
the contract maximum. The district has of-
fered the subdivision a program to abandon 
its grandfathered septic systems on lots 
smaller than the current 2.5-acre minimum 
that are roughly 30 years old or more, with 
the encouragement of the state and county 
health departments. Wicklund noted that 
J&J was able to reduce costs for the first 
phase despite substantial unexpected ma-
terials increases far above inflation after 
Hurricane Katrina. Material costs for the 
subsequent two phases of expansion will 
be even higher and inclusion-tap fees must 
increase to cover these costs. 

Some tap fees increased
The board unanimously approved an im-
mediate $500 increase for basic residen-
tial taps and light commercial taps, from 
$4,000 to $4,500 per lot for new construc-
tion, which includes up to 20 fixture units. 
The board also unanimously approved a 
$500 inclusion-tap fee increase for Wa-
konda Hills that goes into effect on Feb. 
15, raising that cost to $5,500 per lot. 

The fee for additional fixtures was 
also increased from $240 to $300 per 
fixture. This fixture fee increase of $60 
each also applies to heavy commercial 
fixtures beyond the standard commercial 
allotment of up to 30 fixtures. The basic 
heavy commercial tap fee of $8,000 was 
not changed. 

Wicklund noted that this tap fee in-
crease was completely unrelated to the 
board unanimously approving a $60 credit 
for each connected user account. The $60 
credit reimburses unbudgeted interest in-

come that has not traditionally been used 
for operations or capital improvement 
expenses. 

The board unanimously approved let-
ters of engagement for consultant services 
for auditing, legal, information technology, 
and engineering services. A decision on 
the district’s accountant services was de-
ferred until Feb. 15 to obtain more specific 
information on fees for 2007. 

No objections raised to Watt 
inclusion:

Wicklund reported that the Watt inclusion 
would require construction of three lift 
stations. He noted that a primary access 
for the large parcel for proposed residential 
developments could be built on an existing 
100-foot east-west utility right of way/
easement from Mitchell Avenue to Old 
Denver Highway north of the hockey rink 
at much lower cost than extending Mitchell 
Avenue south from the wastewater facility 
to Baptist Road across a vast expanse of 
protected Preble’s mouse habitat. It was 
the consensus of the board after this pre-
liminary overview that there is no reason 
to oppose the proposed Watt inclusion at 
this time. 

Meeting schedule approved
The board unanimously approved two 
standard monthly meeting times for 2007:
• Regular meetings will continue to be 

held at 6:30 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of the month at the district offices at 130 
Second St.

• JUC meetings are held at 10 a.m. on 
the second Tuesday of the month at the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility at 16510 
Mitchell Ave. 

The board also unanimously re-approved 
the current three posting locations of the 
district office, Monument Town Hall and 
the Monument Post office. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
The next regular board meeting is on Feb. 
15. Information: 481-4886. 

Paid Advertisement

MONUMENT - A new report has 
just been released which reveals 7 
costly mistakes that most home-
owners make when selling their
homes, and a 9 Step System that
can help you sell your home fast
and for the most amount of
money.
     This industry report shows
clearly how the traditional ways
of selling homes have become in-
creasingly less and less effective
in today’s market.  The fact of the 
matter is that fully three quarters
of homesellers don’t get what
they want for their homes and be-
come disillusioned and –worse-
financially disadvantaged when
they put their homes on the mar-
ket.
     As this report uncovers, most

homesellers make 7 deadly mis-
takes that cost them literally thou-
sands of dollars. The good news
is that each and every one of
these mistakes is entirely prevent-
able.
     In answer to this issue, indus-
try insiders have prepared a free
special report entitled, The 9 Step
System to Get Your Home Sold
Fast and for Top Dollar.
   To hear a brief recorded mes-
sage about how to order your free 
copy of this report, call 1-800-
607-0359 and enter ID#3000.
You can call any time, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week or visit www.
MonumentHomeSoldFast.com.

Call NOW to find out how you 
can get the most money for your
home.

Why 3/4 of homesellers don’t get the 
price they want for their homes

This report is courtesy of Barb Schlinker, Parker St. Claire Realty Company.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.  © Copyright 2007

5 Brand-New
Townhomes
Located behind 

Lewis-Palmer High School

Spectacular views!

3 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car 
garage, all appliances

included.

Rents from $1000 to $1250.
Owners will also look at lease 

with option to purchase.

Available immediately.

Call Ron at 719-243-0686.
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Triview Metropolitan District, January 24

Board to consider new commercial impact fee
By Elizabeth Hacker

The Triview Metropolitan board met 
Jan. 24 to discuss the agenda items that 
had been posted. The board excused Joe 
Martin, and no legal representative was 
present.

Kevin Burnett of Red Oak Consulting 
presented an update to the 2006 commer-
cial impact fee study. In August, Burnett 
presented the study’s findings and suggest-
ed an impact fee based on approximately 
$14 per square foot of commercial floor 
space. He explained that the fee was based 
on infrastructure cost already incurred 
and estimated future cost divided equally 
among the anticipated future commercial 
developments. The board recoiled at this 
figure, as members felt it would be a deter-
rent to development and instructed Burnett 
to further study the issue and come back 
with a more reasonable figure.

In the ongoing study, Burnett used a 
different equation to develop a sliding-fee 
schedule based on approximately $11 per 
square foot that would charge a lesser fee 
to smaller commercial buildings, with the 
caveat that smaller commercial operations 
usually generate less traffic. 

In response to questions from the 
board, district Director Larry Bishop re-
ported that Burnett’s study was only the 
equation and that in February he would 
provide the board with actual examples 
with real numbers. He asked board mem-
bers to evaluate the study’s findings and 
reserve their questions for the February 
meeting.
Snow removal cost hits $60,000
In the financial report, district administra-
tor Dale Hill reported that the district had 
responded to the record snow accumula-
tions by bringing on the 2007 snow remov-
al contractor to assist the 2006 contractor 
through the end of the year. She reported 
that the district had expenditures of almost 
$60,000 for snow removal in December, 
but because the board had approved a 
$100,000 emergency contingency through 
the end of the year, it had not exceeded the 
funds available. 

Water authority report
In the manager’s report, Bishop reported 
that with the formation of the new Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA), 
the former Palmer Divide Water Group 
had been dissolved. Triview’s membership 
dues of $6,700 are the same in 2007 but 
may increase in future years. He reported 
that the PPRWA was conducting the Water 
Infrastructure Planning Study to deter-
mine how the member water providers 
could work together to best use the avail-
able resources and reclaimed water, and to 
identify potential sources of surface water 
and how to make it available. He pointed 
out that Triview’s share of the study was 
assessed at $85,000 based on the numbers 
of taps at build-out, adding that this study 
had not been budgeted for 2007. Board 
President Steve Stephenson responded 
there was no additional money available 
for the study, to which Bishop replied the 
board would discuss financial matters in 
executive session and requested that the 
board to wait to vote on this issue until 
after they reconvened the regularly sched-
uled meeting.

Purchase of pump truck ap-
proved

Bishop asked the board for its approval 
to purchase a pump truck from Donala 
for $40,000, noting that the truck was in 
excellent condition and that the reason 

Donala was selling it was because they 
had purchased a larger pump truck. He 
reported that new, this truck would cost 
over $200,000, and that the truck was a 
good value. Stephenson suggested a lease-
to-buy agreement to ensure that the truck 
was in fact in good working condition with 
payments the district could afford. Bishop 
responded that Donala was amenable to a 
payment plan that would work for the dis-
trict. The board approved the purchase.
Pumping discrepancy resolved

At several previous board meetings, 
Bishop expressed serious concern over 
pumping statistics comparing the amount 
of water being pumped with that being 
used. He was happy to report that they had 
isolated the problem as system backwash 
that was not being metered and noted that 
the district was now above 85 percent ef-
ficiency in its pumping statistics. Chuck 
Ritter of Nolte Engineering noted that the 
meters were only accurate to within 3 per-
cent, and therefore a pumping efficiency 
rate of 85 to 92 percent was well within an 
acceptable range.
Car wash agreeement reviewed

The board reviewed the draft agreement 
Bishop had given to Monument Market-
place project manager Rick Blevins to 
present to Big Wave Carwash. Blevins 
added that Big Wave representatives were 
digesting the agreement and that he antici-
pated he would hear back from them in a 
few weeks. Stephenson noted that in addi-
tion to lost residential tap fees and the cost 
of providing water, the district would lose 
the tax revenue from the homes replaced 
by the carwash. Blevins replied that the 
district would be maintaining infrastruc-
ture to one property rather than to several 
individual residences and therefore the tax 
received from Big Wave would be propor-
tional to the services the district provided. 
Smaller street signs in the works
Blevins reported that he was waiting for 
the new signage regulations to be ap-
proved by the town before installing new 
street signs and replacing others damaged 
by high winds and snow plowing. He said 
that reducing the size of street signs from 
9 inches to 7 inches would lessen the wind 
load, noting that recent developments have 
come up with such long street names that 
the horizontal length of the sign act like 
sails and they have taken a beating this 
season. Blevins added that many sign posts 
had been toppled and that stronger metal 
post would be used in the future. Stephen-
son expressed concern over cracks in the 
pavements that may turn into potholes 
and undermine the road base of streets in 
the district. Bishop noted his concern and 
agreed that they should continue to moni-
tor it so the potholes would be patched.

Development update
 Bishop reported that John Laing Homes, 
the developer of Promontory Pointe, is 
ready to begin development while Classic 
Homes, the developer of Sanctuary Pointe, 
is not. Because they are jointly responsible 
for constructing the wastewater line along 
Baptist Road, Laing has agreed to design 
and construct the wastewater line (to Triv-
iew’s standards) along Baptist Road and 
initially provide funding for these improve-
ments. Classic Homes has agreed to repay 
Laing two-thirds of the cost of the line. 
In a related matter, Chuck Ritter of Nolte 
Engineering reported that the sewer line 
along Baptist Road was not at the proper 
slope and undersized where it crossed over 
a culvert at Leather Chaps Drive. Bishop 

noted that this was unacceptable and said 
he would look into correcting it.

Bishop reported that Walgreen’s was 
about to break ground at the Monument 
Ridge shopping center. Blevins added that 
PetSmart and Chase Bank had signed on at 
the Monument Marketplace and construc-
tion should begin in the next few months.
Treatment facility estimated at 

$8 million
Bishop informed the board that the con-
tractor estimate for completion of all 
phases for the wastewater treatment fa-
cility came in at about $8 million, with 
completion anticipated in 2008. He noted 
that Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment project administrator 
Bonie Pate had changed positions and that 
he would meet with the new administrator 
the following week to discuss the funding 
issues that had arisen over the equalization 
basins. Stephenson noted that the district 
should be paid in full and not left hanging 
over those expenses. 

Posting locations and meeting 
schedule approved

As Colorado statute requires, the board 
designated the Tri-Lakes Tribune as 
newspaper for publication of legal notices, 
confirmed the Triview district office as the 
24-hour posting location, confirmed the 
regular meeting date as the fourth Wednes-
day of the month at 4 p.m. to be held in 
the district headquarters building, and 
re-confirmed the three posting locations. 

Dale Hill was designated as the district’s 
election official and official custodian of 
public records. The board then approved 
contracts with the following consultants: 
Nolte Engineering, attorney Peter Susemi-
hl, McDermott & Cowan P.C., Jim Thieme, 
and Pat Ratliff. The board also approved 
continuing the intergovernmental agree-
ments with the Town of Monument. 

In other matters, Bishop reported 
that the Monument Board of Trustees had 
requested a Jan. 31 dinner meeting with 
the district’s board of directors, to which 
the board agreed that these meetings were 
beneficial.

The board went into executive ses-
sion at approximately 5:30 p.m. to dis-
cuss financial matters. It reconvened at 
approximately 6:25 p.m. and approved 
the expenditure of $85,000 for the Water 
Infrastructure Planning Study contingent 
upon availability of funds.
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By Sue Wielgopolan
Consulting engineers Mike Rothberg and 
Steve Tamburini of RTW Engineering pre-
sented a program on the Woodmoor district’s 
long-range plan to the Board of Directors at 
the Jan. 11 meeting. The plan mapped out 
future large projects, including the importa-
tion of surface water. Woodmoor Lake figures 
prominently as a storage facility for drinking 
supplies.

The board also repealed its excess water 
policy and replaced it with the new supple-
mental water policy. 

Long-range plan
Every three to five years, RTW reviews and 
updates the district’s long-range plan based 
on revised growth projections, existing and 
planned infrastructure, and current informa-
tion about the overall condition of Denver 
Basin aquifers and the ability of well water 
supplies to meet present and future demand.

Rothberg and Tamburini discussed their 
assessment of Woodmoor’s water resources 
and wastewater handling capabilities and pro-
posed options to meet Woodmoor customers’ 
future needs.

Tamburini stated that without the ad-
dition of new wells or other water sources, 
demand could outstrip the district’s current 
water system capabilities as early as 2011. 
Projections estimate total demand within the 
current district boundaries at build-out to be 
6,600 single-family equivalents (sfe), which 
includes residential and commercial custom-
ers. (A single-family equivalent is a unit of 
measurement which represents the approxi-
mate volume of water used by an average sin-
gle-family household.) Commercial customers 
range widely in the amount of equivalents each 
uses, depending on the business. Car washes 
and restaurants, for example, use much more 
water than offices.

With expansion of district boundaries 
expected in the future as the area continues to 
grow and more businesses move in, that num-
ber could increase by 1,200 to 7,700 sfe’s.

Lake Woodmoor will play a key role in 
optimizing the use of existing water resources. 
Once Woodmoor’s treatment facilities are 
equipped to handle the more stringent stan-
dards mandated by state surface water quality 
requirements, water stored in the lake will be 
used as a drinking (potable) source.

The district may then make full use of 

its effluent credits by pulling the maximum 
volume from Monument Creek allowed by 
the state and storing it in Lake Woodmoor. 
And by pumping well water into the lake 
during months of the year when use is low, 
Woodmoor will have water available to meet 
demand during the three months of the year 
when irrigation taxes the system.

Pulling non-potable water directly from 
the lake for use by large-volume irrigators 
such as Lewis-Palmer High School, the new 
high school and the golf course, will also re-
duce peak demand, postponing the need for 
new wells and allowing operating wells to 
pump at a more sustainable rate.

Drilling more wells, instituting conserva-
tion measures, and optimizing the district’s 
use of Lake Woodmoor for storage and to 
maximize effluent exchange credits will help 
stretch supplies. But ultimately Woodmoor 
will need to import surface water.

Tamburini presented a rough timeline for 
various district projects and their approximate 
costs, covering the years 2007-2016. The con-
sulting firm proposes drilling six new wells 
within the next 10 years; four in the Arapaho 
aquifer and two in the Laramie/ Fox Hills. 
The plan includes major expenditures in the 
millions for surface water rights, a reservoir, 
and transmission pipelines. Smaller projects 
include existing well re-drills, treatment plant 
expansions, and the addition of pumps and 
pipelines.

Wastewater modeling capabilities will 
help RTW identify potential bottlenecks and 
make recommendations for pipeline upgrades 
and new line routes as the district grows.

To keep ahead of demand, water import 
projects will have to be initiated by at least 
2016 but possibly earlier, depending upon 
population growth and aquifer depletion. 

The associated cost projections were 
intended to provide Woodmoor with a 
framework to use in setting future water and 
wastewater rates, as well as planning for tax 
initiatives.

Tamburini told board members that the 
long-range plan could be entirely executed 
by Woodmoor acting alone; it did not take 
into consideration cooperative projects among 
other Palmer Divide-area communities. Op-
portunities available through joint projects 
that consolidate and share infrastructure and 
resources could significantly impact cost esti-

mates and alter the district’s long-range plan.
JUC wraps up management transi-

tion loose ends
Benny Nasser, Woodmoor’s delegate to the 
Joint Use Committee (JUC), reported on the 
group’s Jan. 9 meeting. The JUC directs the 
activities of the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility and is composed of members 
from the three owning districts: Palmer 
Lake and Monument Sanitation districts, and 
Woodmoor.

As of January, the plant is an independent 
entity and no longer relies on Woodmoor to 
perform administrative functions, including 
bookkeeping. In order to have sufficient funds 
to pay utility bills by the due date, which fre-
quently falls before some of the district boards 
meet and are able to approve payment of their 
portion, JUC members decided to increase the 
amount of cash in the plant’s escrow account.

All three districts signed the First Amend-
ment to the Cash Flow Agreement, which adds 
an additional $7,000 to the original $10,000 
each district keeps in the account. Nasser said 
that although he approved the amendment, at 
a later date he would like to revisit a change 
made by Palmer Lake.

The committee also authorized facility 
manager Bill Burks to co-sign Tri-Lakes facil-
ity checks to cover utility bills of any amount 
or miscellaneous expenses up to $2,000, as 
long as those checks are also signed by another 
designated signer. Two approved signatures 
are still required on all checks. The change 
will be incorporated in the policies and proce-
dures manual, and Burks will be added to the 
bank’s authorized signatures list.

A memorandum authored by Woodmoor 
attorney Erin Smith and distributed to the 
board by Woodmoor manager Phil Steininger 
verified that the plant’s governmental immu-
nity will not be compromised by its separation 
from former executive agent Woodmoor and 
its present status as an independent facility.

Nasser summarized other committee dis-
cussions and actions:
• Scott Eilert resigned as operator to accept a 

position with Pueblo West, which is closer 
to his home in Canon City. The plant is 
advertising to fill the position.

• Due to a clerical error in the billings for 
October and November, the districts were 
incorrectly charged. Steininger distributed 
corrected sheets. December’s billings were 
adjusted to correct for overcharges and 
undercharges.

• The facility will use a different lab for “wet” 
testing, which determines whether plant 
effluent is toxic to stream organisms. The lab 
Tri-Lakes had been using is consolidating 
its testing operations at one location in West 
Virginia. Due to several factors, including 
stringent state requirements on temperature 
of the sample on arrival, Burks has decided 
to use an alternate lab in Denver.

• The facility is applying for a 404 permit 
though the Army Corps of Engineers to 
stabilize an erosion-prone bank along 
Monument Creek behind the plant. Burks 
hopes to complete the project within the 
months specified for work in Preble’s 
meadow jumping mouse habitat.

• Effluent copper levels for December were 
measured at 5 micrograms, which is well 
below the state’s limit.

• The committee requested an update by 
RTW engineer Rothberg and attorney 
Tad Foster on the status of a copper study 
commissioned by the JUC. The conclusions 
reached in the study, if accepted by the 
state, could result in relaxed allowances for 
copper levels in the plant’s effluent.

• Members continued to discuss the feasibility 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, January 11

Woodmoor looks at long-term plan
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Good through 2/28/07 • New customers only

Call 

Voice 
Lessons 

 All Ages • All Levels • All Styles 
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720-233-5621 
( Located in Tri-Lakes Area ) 

Trained at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston 
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Dr. Scott Martin 

(Down to earth technique - fast results!) 

Free Consultation 

 Private Lessons 
Stage Performance 

Competition / Contest Preparation 

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works

Complete service
comes to you!

(719) 650-3590
eric@turbosrv.com

Eric VanDenHoek
Owner
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of purchasing land for use as a sludge-
spreading site.
Woodmoor joins new water 

authority
Steininger announced that the Palmer Di-
vide Water Group had been officially dis-
solved, being replaced by the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority. Woodmoor 
joins Palmer Lake, Monument, the Donala, 
Cherokee and Academy Water and Sanita-
tion Districts, and Triview Metro District 
as members.

He told the board that several water is-
sues were discussed during the authority’s 
executive session. Steininger reserved 
further disclosure of the details for Wood-
moor’s executive session.

South Treatment Plant nearly 
ready for surface water 

treatment
Operations manager Randy Gillette told 
the board that he expected the South Treat-
ment Plant to begin processing surface wa-
ter from the lake during the week of Jan. 
15, despite problems with one of the filters. 
Woodmoor operators had conducted four 
to five hours of “jar testing” and had also 
tested the surface water line at 2,800 gal-
lons per minute. Gillette said the system 
had been flushed and was “good to go.”

The clogged underdrains that have 
resulted in the shutdown and repair of one 
filter are probably out of warranty, accord-
ing to Gillette. (Underdrains are protected 
openings in the bottom of a large filter that 
allow processed water to exit the filter 
body.) Each underdrain costs approxi-
mately $1,000, and 18 are malfunctioning. 
The temporary loss of the single filter will 
not affect Woodmoor’s plans to treat lake 
surface water.

Sewer pipe lining operations 
continue

Gillette said that despite weather delays, 
contractor TEC continues to make prog-
ress in completing the sewer lining work 
initially scheduled for 2006. The process 
involves inserting folded PVC into decay-
ing clay lines, then heating and inflating 
the PVC to conform to the inner contours 
of the older pipes, which essentially pro-
vides a surface resistant to penetration by 
tree roots and leakage into and out of the 
lines without the expense of excavation 

and replacement.
However, not all lines are good candi-

dates. Gillette said that in some areas, the 
clay pipes are so badly damaged that they 
must be dug up and replaced with PVC.

At present, Woodmoor is concentrat-
ing on areas servicing many homes or 
those lines that are critical to collection, 
and bypassing clay pipe that is in good 
condition.

The operation has revealed sev-
eral dead-ended lines; the district may 
install manholes to make the lines 
easier to clean. 

TEC will proceed immediately 
into lining work scheduled for 2007 
after completion of the 2006 work.

New Well 20 nearly 
complete

District engineer Jessie Shaffer in-
formed the board that AmWest had 
begun installing the test pumping 
equipment on Well 20, located near 
the intersection of Higby and Fair-
play, the previous day. The district 
was scheduled to conduct a step test, 
which consists of pumping at intervals 
of increasing rates. The step test gives 
hydrologists an idea of the well’s max-
imum production rate. Then AmWest 
was expected to begin the constant 
rate test, which consists of pumping 
for 24 hours at the maximum produc-
tion rate (assessed from the step test). 
Hydrologists would monitor the water 
level and measure the amount of draw-
down. The results will give the district 
an idea of what it can expect for con-
stant yield.

The district planned to do site 
grading after development was fin-
ished at the end of January.

Shaffer expects to have the pipe-
line plan and specifications complete 
before the end of February, with 
construction commencing in March. 
The well should be up and running 
by June.

Board President Jim Taylor asked 
if the water pumped during testing 
could be recovered and put into the 
lake. Steininger replied that the site 
was too far away to make recovery 
practical, and that the water would be 
released down a nearby 

drainage ditch.
Meter replacement program 

finishes on time, under budget
Shaffer reported that the meter replace-
ment program, which was begun on Jan. 
18, 2006, is basically complete. Only 11 
meters of the 2,734 scheduled for replace-
ment remained to be changed. The pro-

gram included residential and commercial 
meters.

He showed a slide of the projected 
timeline with the completed work timeline 
superimposed. Although the work was 
slightly behind schedule until September 
2006, technicians were able to catch up 
when one of the operators was brought 
over from other duties to help.
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4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car * Built in 1955 * On 
Roaring Cheyenne Creek * D-12 *
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Support Our Community
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Considering our large 13,000+ circulation, 
our rates are much lower than what you  

would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For more information, 
contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org

As expected, district technicians found problems with 
unauthorized hookups and other equipment associated 
with water service. Shaffer said the district was notifying 
its customers of violations and/or necessary repairs.

He said 45 backflow preventers require rebuilding. 
Technicians also observed about 20 unauthorized connec-
tions (lines hooked up before the meters), and not all were 
for irrigation. Some supplied outdoor faucets; others car-
ried water to ice makers or humidifiers.

Only 16 shutoff notices had been issued; service was 
terminated in only 2 locations.

Shaffer had budgeted $567,600 for the project; he 
actually spent $540,171. A portion of the budget had been 
set aside for any contract services that became necessary 
to keep the project on schedule.. As part of the district’s 
incentive program, Shaffer had promised that a portion of 
any cost savings would be distributed among employees 
participating in the meter exchange project. Half of the 
unused allocation was equitably divided and awarded to 
those employees as part of a quarterly bonus.

Subdivision update
Shaffer briefed board members on the status of construc-
tion projects within the district:
• Woodmoor conditionally accepted the utilities for the 

Crossroads at Monument, located east of the former 
BP station and north of Highway 105. Construction 
has moved inside the building; only one space remains 
unoccupied. The tenants are in the review phase with 
the Regional Building Department. The first bay will 
house a coffee shop, the second bay a drop-off location 
for a dry cleaner. Other tenants include a nail salon, hair 
salon, small fitness center, and 3 Margaritas restaurant.

• The YMCA is moving forward with construction 
documents and expects to begin submitting plans to the 
district in February.

• The new Lewis-Palmer School District 38 high school 
is in the plan development phase, and a plan review with 
Woodmoor is expected at the beginning of March.
Lake Woodmoor dam to undergo repairs

Steininger told the board he met with John Sikora of URS 
Dam Engineering Services to determine whether the 
Woodmoor Lake dam needs repair work. The slide gate 
on the toe drain, which is used to drain water from the 
lake, is not operating properly.

Sakora reviewed the construction profiles and to-
pography of the dam. He told Steininger that given the 
age of the structure, he felt it was worthwhile to conduct 
a more thorough examination. After viewing a video of 
the toe drain, Sikora concluded that the dam is structur-
ally sound,, but in light of the dam’s age he recommended 
proactive repairs.

Sikora will present a proposal for dam modifications 
to the board in February.

New supplemental water policy
Last year, Woodmoor directors suspended the excess 
water policy, revised several aspects of the policy, and 
included a new three-tier rate and allocation structure. 
Members directed attorney Smith to formulate a resolu-
tion incorporating those changes, which would then be 
added to Woodmoor’s Rules and Regulations. Smith 
presented Resolution 0702 at the January meeting for ap-
proval by the board.

The key points of the new policy are summarized as 
follows:
• Tier 1. Woodmoor customers are allocated 0.5 acre-

foot of water annually for every acre owned. There 
is no additional charge above the service and volume 
rate. Any customer wishing to use more than the Tier 1 

allocation must appear before the board with a formal 
request specifying the amount needed. 

• Tier 2. The petitioner will pay a base rate (currently 
$20,000) for each acre-foot of supplemental water 
requested and granted by the board over the district’s 
standard allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre, not to 
exceed 1.0 acre-feet of supplemental water for every 
acre of land owned. (The former rate was $14,000 per 
acre-foot.) 

• Tier 3. Should the petitioner want to buy more than 
1.0 acre-foot of supplemental water for each acre they 
own, the charge would be 150 percent of the base rate 
provided that the board grants the tier 3 request. (In 
other words, at the current base rate, the owner would 
pay $30,000 per acre-foot for Tier 3 water.)

• Customers will be charged a higher rate for use of water 
in excess of their total water use allocation (i.e., standard 
allocation added to any supplemental water service the 
property owner may have purchased at some previous 
point). The charge for overuse will be 1.65 times the 
supplemental water base rate per acre foot of water used 
over the property owner’s total allocation.

• Petitioners have 365 days from the time the board 
approves the supplemental water request to hook into 
Woodmoor’s system and activate their supplemental 
allocation.

• The availability of and fee for supplemental water will 
be periodically reviewed by the board and revised if 
necessary.

Members voted unanimously to approve Resolution 0702.
Other business

• The directors voted unanimously to retain last year’s 
officers. Taylor will again serve as board president, 
Nasser as vice president, Elizabeth Hacker as secretary, 
and Jim Wyss as treasurer.

• Steininger told members that the YMCA is investigating 
other alternatives to cash payment for supplemental 
water.

• The board passed Resolution 0701, which is a 
bookkeeping measure enabling the board to conduct 
business. Along with other functions, it authorizes 
legal counsel to perform duties in conformance to state 
statutes, and names The Gazette and the Tri-Lakes 
Tribune as the official publications that will be used to 
give notice of meeting dates and board activities. The 
resolution also specifies the Woodmoor District office, 
the Woodmoor Improvement Association office, and 
the People’s National Bank on Woodmoor Drive as the 
locations where meeting dates and other notices will be 
posted.

• Steininger told the board that he would distribute the 
first draft of Woodmoor’s emergency preparedness plan 
at the February meeting. The plan is required by the 
state for any dam which, if breached, could result in loss 
of life. 

The public portion of the meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m., 
and the board went into executive session to discuss the 
purchase, acquisition, or sale of water rights; to consult 
with its attorney on specific legal questions related to ne-
gotiating positions; and to discuss personnel matters. The 
next regular meeting of the Woodmoor board will take 
place on Feb. 8 at 1 p.m. at the Woodmoor office, 1845 
Woodmoor Dr. 

����������
�������������

������������� ������
������������

������������

��������������������������

�����������

Handy Man
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Interior and Exterior 
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Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131
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in Home Remodeling and Building
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Couples Dancing
Weekly Friday Classes

Register Now!
2 New Sessions Starting:

• Feb. 16 - Mar. 9
7:30 pm—Cha-Cha
8:30 pm—West Coast Swing

• Apr. 13 - May 18
7:30 pm—East Coast Swing
8:30 pm—Foxtrot

$15/couple/week for one class
$25/couple/week for both classes
All classes held at the SunDance Studios,
1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument

For info and registration, Call Karen at 719-648-3070
Single? Call Kay at 719-310-3510
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direct to your mailbox?
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Name ______________________________
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_____________________________
City, State Zip ______________________

Mail this form with a check or money order to
Our Community News
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455
*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd., Palmer Lake to Hwy 83.
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By Jim Kendrick
After an executive session to receive legal advice from the 
district’s attorney, Tim Schutz, the Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District board opted to change auditors Jan. 17. 
Director Kraig Sullivan was absent. 

Negotiations with Colorado 
Springs continue

The executive session began at 7:10 p.m. and ended at 8:01 
p.m. No decisions were made after the board returned to 
open session. The board asked Schutz to continue discus-
sions with the City of Colorado Springs regarding the long-
standing contract for providing emergency services in the 
part of the city adjacent to Wescott to the south. 

New audit firm selected
The district solicited proposals from regional firms for 
performing the 2006 audit. The estimated maximum 
cost from the district’s current auditor, Hanson & Co. of 
Denver, was $6,800, while the proposal from Osborne, 
Parsons, & Rosacker of Colorado Springs proposed a cost 
ranging from $4,500 to $4,800. The department has used 
Hanson & Co. for many years. 

Board President Brian Ritz said the district had to ask 
the state for an extension of the due date for the 2005 audit 
by Hanson through no fault of the district. Ritz also noted 
that board Treasurer Dave Cross had to go to Denver to 
facilitate submission of the final 2005 report to the state by 
Hanson. Cross recommended switching to Osborne due to 
comparable experience, lower cost, and closer proximity to 
the district. The board unanimously approved his recom-
mendation. 

Chief’s report
Chief Jeff Edwards reported the district made 122 runs in 
December. The total runs for the year were 1,141 of which 
798 were in the district and 343 were for automatic aid or 
mutual aid outside the district. Edwards noted that there 
were 69 calls during the first major storm in December, 
most of which were stranded-motorist calls. The district 
had 17 people on shift during this storm (4 full-time and 
13 volunteers). 

Wescott and the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority 
established a northern emergency operations center for 
calls in the northern end of El Paso County. Calls were sent 
to all north units, and the closest units with the optimum 
type of available equipment at that time responded to calls 
during this period of unusually high activity. One example 
Edwards noted was Wescott picking up an emergency pre-
scription and delivering it to a Palmer Lake resident. 

Wescott will organize volunteer citizens with four-
wheel-drive vehicles who can assist in future storms. 
Edwards is developing a plan to use Citizen Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) trained teams to respond to 
stranded-motorist calls and transport people to a central 
shelter. This will help keep emergency crews available 
for medical or fire calls. With more responders available, 
a stranded-motorist call will be less likely to turn into an 
emergency call due to more expeditious and prioritized 
responses. Edwards will publicize the new program when 
it is finalized. Residents can volunteer now at 488-8680. 
More information is available at the Wescott web site: 
www.wescottfire.org .

Edwards also reported that four firefighters attended 
wildfire academy training in Sterling. They completed 

certifications for crew boss and engine boss. 
Assistant Chief Vinny Burns reported on the new 

pumper engine currently under construction. The engine 
cab and chassis are being painted red, and fabrication by 
Central States is on schedule. 

All Wescott employees will be evaluated quarterly on 
their goals and objectives for the new year. All operational 
personnel will be required to perform 20 hours of docu-
mented training in fire and emergency medical service, 
as well as prevention, each month. A physical fitness and 
nutrition regimen is being set up for employees to achieve 
higher training levels. Continuing education is available 
through Pikes Peak Community College. Capt. Sean Pear-
son completed his EMS degree in 2006. 

Edwards also noted that the district continues to 
upgrade individual firefighter equipment to match the 
higher level of qualifications and certifications the staff 
is achieving. Edwards noted that the district’s employees 
are all completing emergency management training. Ritz 
suggested that district firefighters take part in weapons 
of mass destruction training offered in Colorado Springs 
when time and training slots permit. Health screenings are 
being scheduled for all staff in 2007 as well. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
**********

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Feb. 21 at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of the month. Information: 
488-8680. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, January 17

Board switches auditors

�����������������������������������������������������������

aWindows, Doors & Skylights 
aStandard & Custom 
aFree Estimates 
aReplacement & New 
aManufacturer Certified Installation

Your Full Service
Window & Door Company since 1988!
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1845 Deer Creek Rd, Monument
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www.clearview-windows.com
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Guaranteed For Life
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Integrative Massage Solutions
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236 N. Washington (Chapala North)

Deep Tissue, Swedish, and Rehab
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Cleaning Services
Homes • Move Outs • Move Ins
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Free Estimates • Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 8 Years
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Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry
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You’ve tried all the rest, 
Now...Go with the best!

...a really inspiring place to crop! 

We are a scrapbook studio set in a comfortable, relaxing  
environment.  You will have access to an amazing tool 
collection, coloring products, resources and  inspiring 

classes needed to create treasured scrapbook memories. 
This is the place to crop! 

New to scrapbooking?  
Beginners Crop on Sat, Feb 17th  9am-1pm. 

Other crops: Feb 10th and 23rd and 
March 3rd

For more information and to  
register for any of our crops visit us at 

www.thescrappersoasis.com
info@thescrappersoasis.com 

1-888-77-OASIS 

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal
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• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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By John Heiser
The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board of Directors 
held its regular monthly meeting Jan. 24. The meetings of 
the Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection District board 
and Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority board 
scheduled for the same night were cancelled because three 
of the five members of the Woodmoor-Monument district 
board were unavailable due to illness and travel, so a quo-
rum could not be achieved.

All five members of the Tri-Lakes district board were 
present.

Financial report
Tri-Lakes district treasurer and Fire Authority treasurer 
John Hildebrandt presented the final amended 2006 bud-
get for the two districts and the authority. He reported that 
the authority received 101 percent of the $3.23 million in 
revenue anticipated for the year. The revenue exceeded the 
budget by $34,077.

Ambulance revenues ended the year at $422,115, 
which is 121 percent of the $350,000 budgeted for the 
year. 

Total income from specific ownership taxes of 
$312,626 lagged at 91 percent of the budgeted amount for 

the year. 
Hildebrandt said the Woodmoor-Monument district 

received $1.24 million in revenue and had expenses of 
$1.15 million, for a surplus of $92,002. The Tri-Lakes dis-
trict received $2.03 million in revenue and had expenses of 
$2.09 million, for a deficit of $62,305.

A year-end amendment to the Tri-Lakes district’s 
budget was approved in December, adding $175,000 to the 
budget. Hildebrandt reported that the Tri-Lakes district 
ended the year under the amended budget expenses by 
$81,052 (3.73 percent) and the authority ended the year 
under the budgeted expenses by $170,619 (5 percent).

Without the budget amendment, the Tri-Lakes district 
was over budget in revenue by $31,643 (1.6 percent) and 
over budget in expenses $93,948 (4.71 percent). Hildeb-
randt said that if it had not been for the unexpected expens-
es of $90,443 to repair Station 2 and delays in receiving 
the $60,000 ambulance grant from the state, the Tri-Lakes 
district would have been under budget in expenses. Since 
the Tri-Lakes district was over the un-amended budget in 
expenses, the authority ended the year over the un-amend-
ed budget in expenses by $4,381 (0.14 percent).

Hildebrandt noted that the districts have adequate re-
serves or an adequate bank line of credit to cover expenses 
through the early part of 2007 until they begin to receive 
property tax revenues in February and March.

Palmer Lake ambulance service
Larkspur has been providing ambulance service to Palmer 
Lake since Oct. 1, 2006. Prior to that, the Tri-Lakes dis-
trict had provided ambulance service to the town for many 
years. 

Tri-Lakes President Charlie Pocock reported that 
he and other representatives of the Tri-Lakes district 
met with Palmer Lake representatives and discussed a 
potential agreement to have the Tri-Lakes district again 
provide ambulance service. Pocock said, “We respect 
Larkspur.” He added that Palmer Lake needs to review 
response times on medical calls since the town switched 
to using Larkspur.

Rick Barnes, Tri-Lakes district director, noted that 
extending service to Palmer Lake is a financial drain on 
the Tri-Lakes district because the revenue from medical 
calls there does not offset the additional costs. But he then 
added, “It makes no sense for Larkspur to serve Palmer 
Lake.” Barnes cited a recent incident in which the Lark-
spur ambulance did not reach the scene until 19 minutes 
after the call to 911. Fortunately, the patient, who was 
then transported to the hospital, survived the incident.

Station 2 update
Barnes, also the architect for Station 2, reported that 
he is continuing to work with the contractor to try to 
resolve the remaining problems with the project. He rec-
ommended that the district contact an attorney because 

some of the issues will likely go to arbitration. Pocock said 
the district should also pursue an insurance claim based on 
some of the issues.

Impact fee update
Chief Robert Denboske reported that the Town of Monu-
ment’s procedure for collecting the impact fees is working 
well. He said that from Dec. 10 through Jan. 10, the district 
received $9,696. 

Battalion Chief Bryan Jack added that the town has 
changed its application forms to include the impact fee. 
Pocock said, “Monument did a sterling job on this.” 

Denboske noted that so far, the process with El Paso 
County is not operating smoothly. He added that the dis-
trict is working to provide the data the county is request-
ing.

Merger update
Pocock reported that the representatives of the Tri-Lakes 
and Woodmoor-Monument districts met and agreed to hire 
an attorney to assist in developing a merger agreement. 
They are scheduled to meet again Feb. 22. 

Jack reported that the inventory of the Woodmoor 
district’s assets has been completed.

Ambulance damage
Denboske reported on two accidents involving the new 
four-wheel-drive ambulance while it was responding to 
calls during recent snowstorms. The chief added that al-
though the vehicle was damaged, it is still usable.

Lights and siren policy
Pocock reported on recent phone calls from residents 
who had near-collisions with fire equipment responding 
to emergency calls. The drivers could not see one another 
because of large snow banks lining roadways at intersec-
tions. 

Jack noted that the fire authority receives many noise 
complaints from residents regarding use of sirens. He 
added that state law says use of lights and siren is at the 
discretion of the driver.

Director John Hartling said that in the event of an ac-
cident, failure to use all available warning devices creates 
liability for the drivers of the emergency equipment. He 
urged the chief to advise the fire authority’s drivers that it 
is in their best interest to use lights and siren.

**********
The Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority board 
normally meets the fourth Wednesday of each month fol-
lowing the meetings of the boards of the Tri-Lakes Fire 
Protection District and the Woodmoor-Monument Fire 
Protection District. The next meeting will be held Feb. 28 
at Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near 
the bowling alley).

For more information, call Chief Denboske at 481-
2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District, January 24

Fire authority and districts end year within budget;  board 
discusses Palmer Lake ambulance service 

Need a Change?
�� Daily academic planning & management

�� One-on-one tutoring

�� Daily Bible study

�� Admitting new students year-round

�� Accepting students subject-by-subject

�� Sliding scale tuition

�� Tuition assistance program

Christian.    Alternative.    Middle & High School.

245 2nd Street
Monument

481-3214
Mr. Paul Palmisano, Principal

M.Ed., Adv. Cert. School 
Administration & Supervision
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board, January 18

Blanch named superintendent;  
Citizens question handling of Pomarico’s departure

By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board 
meeting Jan. 18, the board unanimously approved 
appointment of Ray Blanch as the new superinten-
dent of schools. School board President Jes Rain-
tree said Blanch, who has been with the district for 
6 years, “meets or exceeds all the qualifications.” 
She described him as “knowledgeable and sincere.” 
Blanch’s employment contract covers Jan. 1, 2007, 
through June 30, 2008. 

Regarding the departure of former Superin-
tendent Michael Pomarico, Raintree described 
alternative possible scenarios considered and 
noted that the separation agreement was the least 
expensive option to the district. She added that the 
$244,262 in compensation and severance payments 
to Pomarico is “a big chunk of change we would 
have liked to spend on other things.” She noted that 
there was no scandal or impropriety and nothing 
illegal associated with Pomarico’s departure, nor 
were any students put at risk.

During citizen comments, Tim Rector, Kathy 
Weiler, Candy Torrance, Lindsay Clewe, Hilary 
Brendemuhl, and Mary Koehler expressed con-
cerns regarding the contract the district signed with 
Pomarico, communications between the board and 
the community, and the effects on teachers and the 
district. Several of the speakers expressed support 
for Blanch. 

Rector said, “It is OK to admit when you are 
wrong” and called for the district to provide the 
maximum disclosure of information legally al-
lowed. 

Torrance said, “We need transparency in the 
handling of public funds.”

Clewe said, “The board needs to address the 
perception that they are not being up-front.” She 
added, “I’m not just upset. I’m outraged. You have 
lost my confidence.”

Referring to comments blaming the problem 
on Pomarico’s attorney, Brendemuhl said, “The 
ultimate responsibility lies with the board.” She 
expressed dissatisfaction that the board so quickly 
decided to sign a contract with Blanch. Since three 
board positions are up for election in November 
2007, Brendemuhl said the board should have made 
a temporary appointment and left the final decision 
to the next school board.

Koehler said the board’s recent actions may 
result in more teacher departures and may make it 
harder to attract good teachers. She encouraged the 
board to provide immediate financial incentives for 
dedicated teachers to stay with the district.

Update on second high school
Jeffrey Chamberlin of RLH Engineering presented 
the following status for the second high school 

project: 
• A master program budget totaling $65.01 

million has been prepared that identifies 
major project elements: $42.01 million for 
construction of the second high school; $6.18 
million for purchase of land for the second 
high school; $4.93 million for improvements 
to Lewis-Palmer High School (LPHS); $3.83 
million for furnishing, fixtures, equipment, 
and technology; and $8.06 million for a variety 
of services and fees including architectural 
and engineering fees, owner representative 
services, commissioning services, legal fees, 
geotechnical testing, and tap fees.

• A funding schedule was developed to help plan 
investment of bond proceeds.

• The schematic design was completed with 
information on building footprint, elevations 
for construction, mechanical and electrical 
planning, and site plans for grading. The design 
calls for 230,000 square feet, about 10,000 
square feet more than originally anticipated.

• The cost estimate based on the schematic design 
came in about 10 percent over budget. That has 
since been reduced to 5-7 percent over budget. 
Chamberlin characterized that as “within the 
limits of the contingency.” He added that the 
site condition has contributed to the costs, 
saying that there is a significant amount of rock 
about 4 feet below the surface and that about 
700,000 cubic yards of earth must be moved. 

• The final traffic study has been completed 
based on a capacity of 1,800 students at the 
new school. The county’s Major Transportation 
Thoroughfares Task Force approved the access 
plans.

• Non-potable irrigation water planned for the new 
high school may also be available to the Lewis-
Palmer middle school. Chamberlin said that 
although the non-potable water infrastructure is 
not likely to be completed prior to landscaping 
the second high school campus in fall 2007, it 
should be operational before the opening of the 
second high school.

• Seven responses were reviewed for a 
commissioning engineer to shadow the 
engineering team and ensure the efficiency and 
sustainability of the building design. The board 
unanimously approved entering into contract 
negotiations with E-Cube, Inc., to provide 
services as the commissioning agent for the 
second high school.

• Groundbreaking for the second high school 
is scheduled for April 2007, with building 
occupancy projected for August 2008. In 
response to a question from board member 
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St. Peter Catholic School 
124 First Street, Monument, Colorado 80132 

Preschool through Third Grade 

          Our school offers:
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 Certified Teachers/State Licensed 
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Faith-filled Environment  
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Below: John Magerko and Deborah Goth received commendation certificates and 
thanks from board members LouAnn Dekleva and Jes Raintree for their work as co-
chairs of the bond campaign committee last fall. Photo by John Heiser
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Stephen Plank, Chamberlin said, “We will make the 
schedule.”

• RLH has met with the YMCA to begin coordinating the 
Y’s plans and the plans for the new LPHS access from 
Jackson Creek Parkway. 

• Cost estimates are being reviewed for the LPHS 
stadium improvements that include a new track surface, 
synthetic turf, bleachers, concessions, restrooms, field 
house, lighting, and scoreboards.

The board addressed a number of other topics including: 
• Student Highlights – Palmer Lake Elementary School 

students Carley Wilcox, Quinn Tirpak, Andrew Sargent, 
and Codi Inloes-Williams presented the cathedrals they 
had constructed during their architectural exploratory 
class led by teacher Steve Weiss. Their study of 
architecture integrated other subjects such as social 
studies and technology. LPHS students Katie Rearigh 
(plaintiff’s attorney), Haley Householder (witness), and 
Jansen McAntee (defense attorney) presented direct 
examination of a witness and closing arguments from a 
civil lawsuit case that is part of a competition in which 
the Mock Trial Team will participate at the El Paso 
County courthouse. 

• Commendations – Deborah Goth and John Magerko 
received commendation certificates and thanks from 
the board for their work as co-chairs of the bond 
campaign committee last fall. 

• LPHS Student Council report – Kate Puckett, student 
body treasurer, announced that five groups had each 
received $1,000 from the student council for projects to 
change the world, community, or school. The projects 
will be finished in April. Food distributor Coleman 
Foods is helping with a tree donation project involving 
schools throughout Colorado to raise $20,000 to plant 
40,000 trees in the Hayman burn area. 

• Telephone and Network Projects approved – The board 
unanimously approved projects to upgrade the district’s 
telephone system and wide-area network. Trillion was 
selected as the vendor. Trillion is donating $10,000 
toward distance learning technology for the second 
high school.

• Open Enrollment Policies reviewed – The board 
accepted as a first reading several revisions to the open 
enrollment policies to bring the policies and procedures 
in line with the new open-enrollment window process.

• Naming Committee for the second high school 
appointed – The board appointed the following people 
to serve on the committee to gather recommendations 
for names for the new high school: Debbie Leasure and 
Becky Yoder (co-chairs), Joanne Jensen (secretary), 
Cathy Wilcox, Danielle Marks, Laurie Caves, and 
Tim Rector. District Public Information Officer Donna 
Wood will serve as a nonvoting member. The school 
board plans to select a name for the new school at its 
meeting in March.

• Audit Committee – The board conducted a first 
reading of the formation, policy and charge for the 
Audit Committee and will consider approval of these 
documents next month. 

• District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
report – Leasure reported good participation at DAAC 
meetings this year. In January, seven schools presented 
reports about parent involvement in the schools and the 
effects on student achievement. In February, the DAAC 
will conduct a workshop. In March and April, school 
annual reports will be given.

• Calendar Adjustment Report – Administrators are 
working to address a shortage in student/teacher 
contact time due to winter storms. The high school and 
middle schools are not a concern at this point; however, 
there are concerns at the elementary school level due 
to planned early-release days. A recommendation will 
be made to the board regarding calendar adjustments 
following completion of the administrators’ study.

• Boundary Report – Blanch reported on the work of the 
attendance boundary committee. In February, three 
public meetings (Feb. 6, 8, and 12, 7 p.m., at the district’s 
Learning Center) will be held to seek input on proposed 
scenarios to address changing boundary needs. The 
proposals will be placed on the district’s Web site to 
solicit additional community input. The committee 
will present 3-4 scenarios with their strengths and 
weaknesses to the board at the March board meeting.

• School Accountability Reports (SARs) – Marie Revak 

presented a summary of the district’s SARs for 2005-
06. Five district schools have been named a John Irwin 
School of Excellence. Two of those are part of the 
Monument Academy. Revak expressed concern with 
how the state decides each year how many schools 
to accept as excellent and then grades schools on a 
bell curve. Revak added that the state is considering 
legislation to track longitudinal growth of individual 
students.

• Board Member Comments – Board members thanked 
the district administrative team for its leadership and 
keeping the focus on the students through the changes 
over the past few months and offered to meet to discuss 
residents’ concerns.

At the end of the meeting, the board held an executive ses-
sion on a student issue and contract negotiations.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
the Learning Center of the Lewis-Palmer Administration 
Building, Second and Jefferson. The next meeting is 7 
p.m., Feb. 22. 

The district’s Web site is at www.lewispalmer.org. 
The Monument Academy Web site is at www.monumen
tacademy.net. 

Meeting highlights from the district’s Web site were 
used in preparing this article.

Names Wanted
for the Second D-38 High School!

It’s been 76 years since we’ve named a high school and District 
38 wants input from the entire community. Be a part of history 
and contribute your ideas to Lewis-Palmer School District by 
going to the website

www.lewispalmer.org
Submission Deadline: February 9, 2007

Proposed names will be presented to the Board of Education on 
February 15.  The school name is scheduled to be announced 

at the March 15, 2007 Board of Education meeting.
For additional information, call 481-9546.

District 38
Boundary Study

LPSD has created a committee to look at
school boundaries to plan for growth in
grades pre-K through 12 in the District and
to create a sensible boundary system in
response to growth. Parents and interested 
District 38 patrons are encouraged to
attend one of the three meetings being
held to review school boundary criteria and 
the proposed map scenarios. Meetings to
solicit public comment will be held in
February on: 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 7—9 PM
Thursday, Feb. 8 7—9 PM
Monday, Feb. 12 7—9 PM

All meetings are being held in 
the Learning Center at the 

District Administration Building, 
146 Jefferson, Monument.
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Above: (L to R) Palmer Lake Elementary School teacher Steve Weiss with students Quinn Tirpak, Andrew 
Sargent, Codi Inloes-Williams, and Carley Wilcox. During the school board meeting, Jan. 18, the students 
presented the designs of the cathedrals they had constructed.

Below: Computer-generated 3D view of the proposed entrance to the second high school. The image is 
part of a 3D tool for exploring the evolving design of the building. During the school board meeting, Jan. 18, 
Superintendent Ray Blanch presented portions of a 3D tour of the new building. 
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El Paso County Planning Commission, January 16 and 23

Forest Lakes, Grandview projects approved
By Steve Sery

There were two meetings in January, as the 
commission tries a new schedule. The idea 
is to reduce the amount of time between 
meetings so that there is not as much pres-
sure to get an item on the agenda. Hopeful-
ly this will produce more complete propos-
als with all the necessary back-up, agency 
reports and comments from the public. 

Two items on the agenda involved 
northern El Paso County. Both were final 

plats and were on the consent calendar. 
• Forest Lakes Filing 3. Forest Lakes is 

located east of Old Denver Highway 
and north of Baptist Road. It is a PUD 
(planned unit development). Filing 3 is 
for 79 single-family lots on 40 acres. It 
is in accordance with the PUD and was 
approved unanimously.

• Grandview Subdivision. This is a 
PUD of 60-plus acres located north of 
Hodgen Road, east of Highway 83 and 

west of Steppler Road. The plan is for 17 
single-family lots, 4 are a minimum of 
5 acres with the balance a minimum 2.5 
acres. It is consistent with the PUD and 
was approved unanimously.

Two people at the hearing wanted to object 
to the Grandview Subdivision. They were 
not heard, as they arrived after the item 
was heard and approved. The other prob-
lem is that at final plat stage, unless there 
is a change from the PUD or preliminary 

plan, it is unlikely that the proposal will be 
denied. The people were advised to present 
their objections when this item is heard by 
the Board of County Commissioners. 

Those who have an interest in an pro-
posed project must make sure to be there 
when the item is heard and should voice 
their opinions early in the process, e.g., 
zoning, sketch plan or preliminary plan. 
Don’t wait for the final plat.

Woodmoor Improvement Association, January 17

Superintendent reviews high school plans 
By Chris Pollard

New Lewis-Palmer School District Su-
perintendent Ray Blanch gave an updated 
presentation on planning for the new high 
school. While showing more detail, the 
plans have changed little since the last 
version. Residents present raised questions 
about plans for fencing and how to mini-
mize the risk of fire to the residential area 
east of the site. Blanch suggested that this 
be addressed by representatives of the area 
at future planning meetings of the school 
construction committees.

Blanch said one obstacle was figuring 
out what to do with the trees currently on 
the site that need to be moved. He said he 
hoped they could be reused somewhere in 
the community. 

Hans Post, president of the WIA, 
asked if the school district had talked to El 
Paso County about money to improve the 
various junctions on the way to the school. 
Blanch said that there would certainly be 
improvements to Monument Hill Road, 
but that they were still working with the 
county on other locations. 

Other board members were concerned 
about the possibility of drivers taking 
short-cuts through Woodmoor if there 
was congestion at the Woodmoor Drive 
and Highway 105 intersection. Blanch said 
that some of this would be mitigated by a 
reduction in the number of student drivers 
because of new state legislation raising 
the driving age. Other residents raised 
concerns about the inadequacies of the 
first traffic studies. Blanch noted that there 
were now newer studies available and these 
had been discussed with the county several 
times. Audience members also questioned 
the brief discussion period for this 
issue, and Blanch suggested that 

they talk directly to members of the team 
planning the new school. 

Director candidate qualifica-
tions discussed

In a previous meeting, a question arose as 
to who was qualified to be a director of the 
WIA. Post said that he had received a legal 
opinion on the matter, and the WIA docu-
ments say that a director must be an “own-
er of record” in Woodmoor. Any applicant 
would have to be listed on the El Paso 
County assessor’s record for the property. 
Allen McMullen, director of open space, 
was concerned whether the question had 
been posed correctly and that the board 
needed to determine whether a spouse not 
on the record would qualify. Post said the 
word “spouse” did not appear and it only 
covered “owner.” He suggested that two 
or three of the directors get together and 
study the issue for a future presentation.
Employee evaluation procedure 

proposed
George McFadden, director of covenant 
control, presented a proposal to change 
the process for evaluating WIA employees 
and to add goals for each employee. He 
showed sample forms from his own em-
ployer and suggested that goals be written 
with each employee based on those of the 
WIA and others specific to the individual’s 
duties. The goals would be approved by 
the managers and then accepted by the 
board. Evaluations would follow the same 
path and be scheduled prior to the annual 
budget meeting. Previously, the timing was 
such that an incoming director would have 
to evaluate staff only a few months after 
being appointed. He also felt that with the 

higher level of review by the board, any fa-
voritism or bias would be eliminated. Hav-
ing goals and actions to achieve those goals 
would provide better service to Woodmoor 
residents going forward, McFadden said. 

After some considerable discussion, 
the board voted to approve changing the 
basic review process and its timing. De-
tails regarding the forms and goal setting 
would be left for the next board.
Toboggan Hill safety questioned
Kevin Nielsen, chief of Woodmoor Public 
Safety, said that with the recent snowfall, 
Toboggan Hill had become very crowded 
with people sledding. This had led to a 
number of safety problems and a number 
of accidents had occurred where people 
had run into trees or other people. One girl 
had to be transported by ambulance. 

The sign that dictates what the hill can 
be used for is currently buried under the 
snow. It does not, however, address how 
people should behave when sledding. With 
200 people present because of the good 
snow and clear skies, things have tended 
to get out of hand, Nielsen said. It was 
difficult for the Public Safety employees 
to be present full-time because of other 
responsibilities. 

Post suggested that Allen McMullen, 
director of open space, look into the matter 
and come up with suggestions for the next 
meeting.

**********
The next board meeting will be Feb. 14 
instead of the usual third Wednesday of 
the month. 

Valentine�s Day�Char�s Designs 

www.charsdesigns.biz     Call or email for quotes and design. 
Email: char@charsdesigns.biz     Phone:  303 638-3733

Forged freeform Heart in silver 
on black rubber cord. Can also 
do in gold. Add a stone. Colored 
Sapphires-Opal-Boulder Opals-
Moonstone.   
2� wide by 3� long. Fun piece!  

Palmer Lake Star 
Silver here, can do in gold. 
1� high by 2� wide 
2D 
Add a stone. Change the size. 

Char�s Designs

All phases of 
remodeling including:
• Unfinished space

• Outdated/ugly/boring

• Lifestyle changes - ADA/family additions/in-laws/guest space

• Cracks/holes/damages

• Decks/gazebos/patios/garages

• Windows/doors/casework/custom furniture

NOTICE:
Top quality, custom work only!
Projects designed by Master 

Craftsman specifically to 
meet your needs!

Call Today for a 
FREE estimate!

719-338-9913
 Let’s discuss your needs!

www.hjbuildersinc.com
30+ years of experience.  Licensed and Insured.
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Heatwaves
Feb. Specials!

• 1 month unlimited 
tanning only $39*!

- OR -
• Buy 3 tans and get 

one FREE!
* 5.0 beds...upgrades available.

Offers expire Feb. 28, 2007.
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2006 Weather Summary
By Bill Kappel

Dec. 20th-21st blizzard
A major blizzard slammed Tri-Lakes start-
ing on Dec. 20th and continuing through 
the mid-afternoon of the 21st. This storm 
also pounded most of the Front Range and 
Eastern Plains, shutting down travel and 
threatening lives. The first signs of this 
storm began to take shape early on the 
17th, as the first in a series of cold fronts 
pushed into the region. These initial surges 
of cold air were not accompanied by any 
lift or moisture, so no more than flurries 
and fog formed over the next couple of 
days. Temperatures did remain on the cool 
side however, with highs holding in the 
20’s and low 30’s for the next few days. 

During this time, the storm gathered 
strength as it slowly moved through the 
desert Southwest. As this ball of energy 
approached the Front Range, a new area 
of low pressure rapidly developed in south-
eastern Colorado. The counterclockwise 
flow around this low drew moisture into 
the system and pushed it upslope against 
the Rockies and Palmer Divide. 

Several other factors came into to play 
that allowed this storm to become so strong 
and damaging. One major factor was that it 
slowed down and stayed nearly stationary 
for more than 24 hours. Also, the pressure 
gradient between the center of low pres-
sure and the area of high pressure building 
in behind the storm was steep (wind flows 
from high pressure to low pressure, like 
water flowing downhill, and the steeper 
the gradient the faster the winds) and this 
allowed winds to really howl for an ex-
tended period. 

By the time the storm moved out of 
the region, 2-4 feet of snow had fallen, 
blanketing all of the Front Range and East-
ern Plains in snow. Many areas were still 
digging out of the monstrous drifts when 
the next major snowstorm arrived a week 
later. 

Dec. 28th-29th heavy snow
The second major snow storm in a week 
began dropping heavy snow on the Tri-
Lakes region during the morning of the 
28th. This one followed a similar life cycle 
to the previous week’s blizzard; however 
its position in relation to Tri-Lakes was 
not as conducive for heavy snow as the 
previous storm. Because of this, we “only” 
received 15-20 inches of fresh snow, while 
the southeastern Plains, southern I-25 cor-
ridor, and southern foothills received 3-4 
feet, including a report of 60 inches near 
Raton Mesa! 

Nonetheless, this was quite a storm, 
and when added to all the snow produced 
just a week prior, snow depths around the 
region were quite impressive, reaching 2-3 
feet on the level. This storm helped bring 
December’s monthly snowfall total to re-
cord levels, with over 60 inches accumulat-
ing for the month.

October blizzard/heavy snow
Late on the 24th a powerful storm system 
began to move into the Pacific Northwest. 
As this storm moved toward Colorado on 
the 25th, moisture began to get drawn up 
from the Gulf of Mexico. This storm con-
tinued to deepen as it moved over western 
Colorado and turned along the Colorado-
New Mexico border. In response to this, a 
strong area of low pressure developed over 
the southeastern corner of Colorado, turn-
ing the winds along the Front Range to the 
east/northeast. 

All these factors combined to produce 
the classic setup for heavy snow and wind. 
And that’s just what we got on the 26th. 
Snow began to fall heavily around 2 a.m. 

and continued through late afternoon. 
Winds also picked up during the morning, 
and soon most roads in the region were im-
passible as snow and blowing snow made 
travel impossible. Schools, businesses, 
and the Colorado Springs Airport were 
closed, along with I-25 and Highway 83. 
Snow piled up quickly as well, with rates 
of over 2 inches per hour from mid-morn-
ing through early afternoon. 

By the time it stopped snowing, over 
2 feet of snow had fallen in only 15 hours. 
This turned out to be the largest snowfall 
in a 24-hour period in at least the last five 
years. Even the March 2003 blizzard didn’t 
deposit that much snow in a 24-hour period 
(of course that storm’s total snowfall was 
much higher but it accumulated over a 3-
day period). Little did we know that this 
would be a sign of storms to come through 
the rest of the winter around Tri-Lakes.
Flash flooding and hail on June 

25th 
After a very dry spring around Tri-Lakes, 
Mother Nature started to make up the 
deficit in spades beginning on the first 
day of summer. From the 22nd to the 25th 
we had several rounds of strong to severe 
storms, with tornadoes reported 3 miles to 
the west of Elbert on the late afternoon of 
the 22nd. Closer to home, several of the 
storms produced large hail, including the 
storms on the 22nd and 25th. The strongest 
of the storms rolled through during the 
mid-afternoon hours on Sunday, the 25th. 
These storms produced torrential rains in a 
short time, causing extensive flooding, es-
pecially along the Cherry Creek drainage. 
Many dry channels quickly became raging 
torrents, especially from Highway 83 and 
County Line road east to Meridian Road 
and south to Woodmen Road. Areas within 
this box received 1-2 inches of rain and hail 
in about an hour. The flash flooding that 
resulted also caused some damage, with 
at least one house in the Walden neighbor-

hood sustaining severe flood damage.
25 inches of precipitation June 

1st through Dec. 31st 
That’s right; the Tri-Lakes region received 
more precipitation during the last six 
months of the year than we average for 
an entire year. I don’t think anyone was 
complaining, however, because water is 
such a precious commodity around here. 
It’s important to remember that we live in 
a semi-arid environment where we are also 
on the edge of drought, so even in a year 
with such abundant moisture, conserve 
where you can and let Mother Nature do 
some of the work for you. On the other 
hand, it’s important to remember drought 
is defined in several ways.  (*Definitions 
taken from http://drought.unl.edu/whatis/
concept.htm)
Meteorological Drought*
Meteorological drought is defined usually 
on the basis of the degree of dryness (in 
comparison to some “normal” or average 
amount) and the duration of the dry peri-
od. Definitions of meteorological drought 
must be considered as region-specific since 
the atmospheric conditions that result in 
deficiencies of precipitation are highly 
variable from region to region. As for 
the Tri-Lakes region, we are not in a me-
teorological drought, as we have received 
normal or above normal precipitation over 
the past three years.
Agricultural Drought*
Agricultural drought links various char-
acteristics of meteorological (or hydro-
logical) drought to agricultural impacts, 
focusing on precipitation shortages, differ-
ences between actual and potential evapo-
transpiration, soil water deficits, reduced 
ground water or reservoir levels, and so 
forth. Many parts of Colorado had been 
suffering through this type of drought in 
recent years, but 2006’s abundant rainfall 
and snowfall have helped alleviate these 
concerns for the near future.

Hydrological Drought*
Hydrological drought is associated with 
the effects of periods of precipitation (in-
cluding snowfall) shortfalls on surface or 
subsurface water supply (i.e., streamflow, 
reservoir and lake levels, ground water). 
The frequency and severity of hydrologi-
cal drought is often defined on a watershed 
or river basin scale. Hydrological droughts 
are usually out of phase with or lag the 
occurrence of meteorological and agricul-
tural droughts. It takes longer for precipita-
tion deficiencies to show up in components 
of the hydrological system such as soil 
moisture, streamflow, and ground water 
and reservoir levels. This type of drought 
continues to be a major concern for the Tri-
Lakes region, especially when considering 
aquifer levels in the region.
Socioeconomic Drought and Land Use
This type of drought is caused by over-
consumption of available water resources 
by humans. In this situation, the natural 
climate systems of a region are unable to 
produce enough water to support the con-
sumption requirements placed on the sys-
tem. This is currently the case around the 
Tri-Lakes region, where the average an-
nual precipitation is not enough to supply/
recharge the hydrologic system both above 
and below ground when compared to the 
demands for the water. 

Weather Summary Table
The table below gives the 2006 yearly 
weather summary for the Tri-Lakes re-
gion. Note that the weather station is lo-
cated one-half mile east of Highway 83 off 
Walker Road, at an elevation of 7,371 feet.

Bill's 2006 Weather Summary

PRECIP SNOW HEATING COOLING
   AVG AVG MONTHLY MONTHLY FALL DEGREE DEGREE
   MAX MIN AVG NORMAL HIGH LOW DAYS DAYS

JAN 44.1 16.8 30.3 29.4 60 -4 0.53 9.1 1066 0
FEB 36.3 9.3 22.8 25.8 68 -15 0.40 9.5 1104 0
MAR 47.0 20.7 33.9 35.1 66 2 1.46 16 952 0
APR 61.2 29.0 45.1 43.1 80 19 0.78 6.8 547 0
MAY 71.2 36.5 53.9 52.4 86 19 1.06 1.3 351 3
JUN 78.4 45.1 61.7 59.2 88 37 3.48 0 73 43
JUL 80.7 52.9 66.7 67.5 91 45 5.10 0 27 85
AUG 76.3 50.8 63.5 63.1 86 39 3.27 0 69 28
SEP 63.7 35.7 49.7 55.3 78 24 3.91 0.5 404 0
OCT 55.7 28.7 42.3 45.4 77 11 3.48 36.4 698 0
NOV 48.1 21.3 34.7 33.2 73 -10 0.45 8.5 868 0
DEC 35.8 14.0 24.9 26.3 56 -12 4.80 62.6 1236 0

ANNUAL 59.3 30.6 45.0 44.7 91 -15 28.72 150.7 7395 159
SEASON 21.01 108.0 3302 113

TEMPERATURE
               EXTREMES

***NOTE: BOTH SNOWFALL AND HEATING DEGREE DAYS ARE TOTALED ON A SEASONAL BASIS (JUL 1 

***NOTE: BOTH NORMAL TEMPERATURES AND PRECIPITATION ARE TAKEN FROM THE CLIMATE DATA 

TEMPERATURE:

AVERAGE ANNUAL HIGH 59.3 NORMAL 59.5 DEPARTURE -0.2

AVERAGE ANNUAL LOW 30.6 NORMAL 29.8 DEPARTURE 0.8
AVERAGE 2006 
TEMPERATURE 45.0 NORMAL 44.7 DEPARTURE 0.4

HIGHEST 2006 
TEMPERATURE 91 16-Jul
LOWEST 2006 
TEMPERATURE -15 18-Feb
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January Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

Winter’s strong grip held tight for the second month in a 
row around the Tri-Lakes region, with a hefty snowpack 
remaining on the ground for the entire month. 

Temperatures were well below average for the month 
and snow was again well above average. In fact, tempera-
tures for the month were more than 10 degrees colder than 
average, and our season-to-date snow is more than twice 
the normal amount and we still have some of our snowiest 
months ahead! Several reinforcing shots of snow and cold 
moved through, with brief respites of sunshine and lim-
ited warmth. One of the main reasons for the cooler-than-
normal temperatures throughout much of the month was 
the snowpack, which was 1-2 feet for most of the month. 
This acts like a refrigerator for the air near the surface 
and also reflects much of the sun’s energy that would have 
helped warm the air. 

The month started off on the quiet side over the first 
four days, but this was short-lived as a quick burst of snow 
and cold air moved in on the 5th to deposit 6-10 inches 
of fresh snow. This replenished the snowpack around the 
area, and temperatures were chilly for the next few days. 
However, under clear skies, highs were able to warm back 
to seasonal and slightly above normal levels from the 8th 
to the 11th. 

As has been the case since our first December bliz-
zard, storms have been moving through about once per 
week, and this weekly pattern of storms bringing snow 
and cold continued during the second week of the month 
as another 4-6 inches of snow and sub-zero lows moved in 
starting on the 11th. This cold air stuck around for a while, 
as highs stayed below freezing from the 12th through the 
23rd with one exception, we managed to reach a whop-
ping 33 degrees F on the afternoon of the 17th. Overnight 
lows were well below zero as well on several mornings, 
bottoming out at 10-20 degrees below zero on the 15th.

Quiet conditions returned during the last week of 
the month, with highs reaching back into the 30s and 40s 
from the 23rd to the 26th, then a quick-moving cold front 
brought down temperatures and produced a little snow on 
the 27th. Highs that afternoon were stuck in the teens, 
but the next day saw plenty of sunshine and highs back 
in the low 40s. But more cold air was on the way, with a 
series of cold fronts moving through the region to end the 
month. Initially, the cold-air surges were only accompa-

nied by some wind, which were also gusty at times, and 
this caused blowing snow problems over the exposed ar-
eas.  More moisture became available on the 31st and we 
picked up some snow on the last day of the month. 

A look ahead
February is often a transition month for the Tri-Lakes 
as we move from dry and windy conditions in January 
toward the snowy and unsettled conditions of March. Pre-
cipitation is still on the low side overall, with average high 
temperatures rising through the 30s. It can get very cold 
in February with arctic air making strong pushes into the 
region, however, days begin to get a little longer, which 
leads to some nice, sunny days. February 2005 was right 
around normal temperature-wise, while February 2006 
was a little cooler than average. It looks like February 
2007 will start off colder than normal as well. The official 
monthly forecast for February 2007, produced by the Cli-
mate Prediction Center (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
products/predictions/30day/), is calling for equal 
chances of normal temperatures and better than average 
chances of above normal precipitation. For a complete 
look at monthly climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes 
region, please visit http://users.adelphia.net/~billkappel/
ClimateSummary.htm.

January 2007 Weather Statistics
Average High    32.5° (-11.4°)
Average Low    6.3° (-8.9°)
Highest Temperature  52° on the 10th 
Lowest Temperature   -15° on the 15th 
Monthly Precipitation  1.58” (+0.84”)
Monthly Snowfall  26.6” (+13.1”)
Season to Date Snow   134.6” (+74.2”) (the 
snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip  22.61” (+10.7”) (the precip sea-
son is from July 1 to June 30)

For more detailed weather information and Cli-
matology of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, 
please visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at http:
//users.adelphia.net/~billkappel/Weather.htm. 
Remember, weather affects all of us everyday and is a 
very important part of life for us on the Palmer Divide, 
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather question, please contact us at 
our_community_news@hotmail.com.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident

Below: Snowdrift “giant kitty” taken during the blizzard Dec. 20, in the backyard of 
418 Trail Head Road in Monument. Photo by Rebecca Whitfield

Get that warm, fuzzyGet that warm, fuzzy
feeling from clean, reliablefeeling from clean, reliable
electricity provided by Yourelectricity provided by Your
member-owned cooperativemember-owned cooperative

719-495-2283 � 719-775-2861 � 1-800-388-9881 � www.mvea.coop

Unique gifts                
for your  

Valentine! 

Bring someone special to Bring someone special to Bring someone special to Bring someone special to 
any one class and you any one class and you any one class and you any one class and you 

both come for 1/2 price!both come for 1/2 price!both come for 1/2 price!both come for 1/2 price! 
(at least one of the pair (at least one of the pair (at least one of the pair (at least one of the pair  

must be a new must be a new must be a new must be a new  
student)student)student)student) 

Yoga Pathways Studio 
+ Sattvic Stuff   
yoga & healthy living shop 

325 2nd St., downtown Monument 
Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg. 
Class info: Class info: Class info: Class info: Raleigh 481-4137  
            or Sue 660-7858 

Shop info: Shop info: Shop info: Shop info: Sharon 481-0599

Kenyon
Snow
Removal
Residential Driveways & Walkways

459-8788
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day 
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommuni
tynews.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 
1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you 
send your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail ac-
knowldegement. If you do not receive an acknowledge-
ment, please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm 
that we have received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

A vote of no confidence
As a longtime resident of Monument and D-38, I appreci-
ate the many qualities of our local school system, espe-
cially since I have children attending D-38 schools and 
see first-hand how much better D-38 is than the public 
schools I grew up in. 

However, the recent high school land and super-
intendent resignation/severance pay issues have made 
me seriously question the school board’s stewardship of 
precious district funds, so much so that the school board 
ought to issue a formal apology to the community and 
resign their positions immediately. Their cavalier and 
outrageous statements at the recent community meeting, 
lack of understanding of sound business principles and 
complete disregard for financial accountability cause me 
to have no confidence in their abilities and judgment. 

As a result, I will never again vote for any D-38 tax 
increases and I encourage our citizenry to vote down any 
future tax increases until the Board proves itself more 
fiscally conservative and accountable to its constitu-
ency.
David Hollenbach

The State of the Town of Monument
The state of the Town of Monument is strong and our 
future is full of promise. Over the last year we have seen 
the opening of Wal-Mart and Kohl’s, and many other new 
retail shops within the Town limits which help increase 
our revenue stream. Revenues are running in excess of 
7% ahead of budget and expenditures are running more 
than 2% under budget. The Board of Trustees has also 
been successful in negotiating incentives with a resort 
developer, and if all goes well, this resort will bring in 
visitors from within Colorado as well as out of state. 
With these increased revenues we can now plan for major 
infrastructure improvements throughout the Town.

One major infrastructure success was the passage of 
Issue “A”, the one cent sales tax within the Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation District boundaries, which will be 

used for the construction of the new Baptist Road and 
I-25 interchange. This construction will begin in the 
Spring of 2007 and should be completed within 15 to 18 
months. The sales tax will go into effect on July 1, 2007. 
This interchange will provide a safe and efficient mode 
of transportation from the east side to the west side of 
Monument and allow better access to I-25. The inter-
change will connect with the current Baptist Road and 
Struthers Road improvement projects, creating a mod-
ern inter-modal transportation system where vehicles, 
bicycles and pedestrians can safely and easily use the 
corridor together.

The Town has successfully completed the planning 
and financing of several other large and greatly needed 
infrastructure projects. The new Police Station and Town 
Hall facility will be located at Beacon Lite Road and 
Highway 105. Construction is anticipated to begin this 
Spring, with completion in early to mid 2008. Improve-
ments for Third Street are slated to start this year, as the 
engineering design team is currently being selected. It 
is hopeful that this project will be completed in the first 
half of 2008. The Board of Trustees and Town Staff are 
currently preparing a 10-year Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP) that will guide the Town into the next 
decade. Projects include improvements to Old Denver 
Highway, a pedestrian bridge over I-25 that will con-
nect Lewis-Palmer High School to the Colorado Sports 
Center, a new proposed regional park, and a trail system 
that safely ties the east side to the west side for bicyclists 
and pedestrians. Among the many park improvements, 
we are especially pleased to announce that we now have 
real restrooms in Dirty Woman Creek Park! 

We, as a Board, are very respectful of how hard you 
work to earn a living, and we are very aware of our re-
sponsibility to put your tax dollars to their best use. Our 
financial health has allowed the Town to pay off several 
long term loans which will save the Town over $530,000 
in interest payments and accelerate two loans by a total 
of 25 years. These are your tax dollars at work, and none 
of this could be accomplished without you.

Water conservation and development will remain a 
top priority for the Town. A new water treatment plant 
began operation in January to better serve our residents. 
Meanwhile, your Board of Trustees, along with the 
newly formed Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, are 
looking at ways to better utilize our current water supply, 
while planning for future water resource development.

None of these successes could be accomplished 
without the dedication, commitment, hard work, and 
professionalism of our devoted Town staff who come to 
work every day with a spirit of getting the job done.

Together we have achieved much, together we can 
achieve more, and together we can build a future for our 
children and their children, of which we can all be justifi-
ably proud.
 

Coverage questioned
I would like to make a correction to an article in Our 
Community News as referenced. The article entitled, 
“Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, December 14, 
2006,” stated that I said, “Larkspur does not have any-
body nearly as qualified as TLFPD.” I would like the 

OCN to retract that statement as I never said it. 
Mayor Parker and Town Clerk Gray reviewed 
the tape recordings and they agree.

Let the record read as follows: The issues 
that I have brought up over the past several 
months surrounding the Ambulance Agreement 
for the Town of Palmer Lake have been about 
response times for medical calls in Palmer 
Lake.

In regards to the Larkspur Fire Depart-
ment, Chief Baumgarner, and Chief Mills, the 
dialogue never included any discussion about 
their Department’s qualifications, capabilities, 
or training. I am confident that Larkspur’s per-
sonnel are fully-trained, highly competent, and 
totally professional. 

The issue I presented to my peers on the 
Palmer Lake Town Council is simple - can 
Larkspur provide our citizens with medical at-
tention in a timely matter? 

I would like to recognize the contributions 
of the Larkspur Fire Department over the past 
couple months. Further, the Palmer Lake Vol-
unteer Fire Department is a fine representative 

Handcrafted Designs for 
Your Special Valentine!

481-0250
Mon.-Fri. 10-5
Saturday 10-4

125 2nd St.
Downtown
Monument

19 Highway 105 • Palmer Lake

Kathy Allen
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1181 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

734 Westward Lane, Palmer Lake—Unique custom home on large lot with 
views and mature trees. All day sunshine, detached garage, shed and work-
shop, new carpet throughout, clean as a whistle, main level master retreat, 3 
beds, 2 baths, all appliances stay. Enjoy small town living! ONLY $187,000!

2344 Badger Dr., Woodmoor Mountain—Live in the Mountains! Treed lot in 
gated mountain community. Secluded/very private with outstanding views
from the top of lot, enjoy wildlife, peace and quiet. Only three miles north of
Palmer Lake, close in but feels like you are world's away! ONLY $24,500!

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Cozy, mouth-watering meals for cold winter nights

By the staff at Covered Treasures 
If these snowy days make you long for some good, warm 
comfort food, pull those slow-cookers, Dutch ovens and 
soup pots out of the cupboard and get started. Here are a 
few cookbooks to point you in the right direction. 

The Best Soups & Stews
By the editors of Cook’s Illustrated, $19.95
The test kitchen personnel simmered over 6,000 pots of 
soup and stews to come up with more than 200 foolproof 
recipes for this book. It also contains no-nonsense equip-
ment ratings and tastings, and 200 illustrations showing 
how to cut up a chicken, de-fat stock, shape matzo balls, 
mince ginger, and much more. 

Tom Valenti’s Soups, Stews, and One-Pot Meals
By Tom Valenti and Andrew Friedman, $30
Considered the grand master of comfort food, Tom Val-
enti dishes up the flavor we’ve come to expect from a cel-
ebrated New York City chef, without any of the fuss. This 
book presents 125 realistic recipes for the home cook, 
resulting in food that gets better a day or two after it’s 
made, food to make on the weekend and savor throughout 
a busy week, and food that is perfect for dinner parties 
and family celebrations. 

Ready When You Are
By Martha Rose Shulman, $32.50
Drawing on her many years of cooking, Martha shares her 
favorite comfort food recipes. Many may be made hours 

or even days ahead. With all ingredients in one pot, clean-
up is a snap. The 200 recipes are easy on the cook and a 
joy for eaters. This is comfort food at its best.

Fix-It & Forget-It 5-Ingredient favorites; 
Comforting Slow-Cooker Recipes
By Phyllis Pellman Good, $15.95
Too little time to cook or worried about your skills in the 
kitchen? This cookbook is for you! Each of the 700 reci-
pes uses five ingredients or less to prepare nutritious, deli-
cious meals in your slow-cooker while you are busy with 
your daily life. All the recipes come from home cooks 
around the nation. Let this book be your inspiration.

Quick Soups ‘n Salads
By Cyndi Duncan and Georgie Patrick, $14.95
Presenting a selection of over 150 traditional and contem-
porary recipes, Quick Soups ‘n Salads features helpful 
footnotes and easy-to-follow directions. This title is the 
third in the “One Foot in the Kitchen” series by these two 
award-winning Colorado authors. 

Glorious One-Pot Meals
By Elizabeth Yarnell, $16.95
What is a glorious one-pot meal? It’s a healthy, low-fat 
meal prepared in a Dutch oven. The complete meal is pre-
pared in less than 20 minutes and cooks in approximately 
one hour. One pot from start to finish makes preparing a 
meal easy. There’ll be no fussing as to who will do the 
dishes, either! The ultimate convenience of this method 
lies in the ability to use fresh, frozen, canned and dry 
goods all in the same pot without sacrificing flavor, nutri-
tion, or ease. 

Twelve Months of Monastery Soup
By Victor Antoine, $16.95
“Of soup and love, the first is best.” Brother Victor An-
toine makes a strong case for this Spanish proverb in his 
book of soups, bringing easy, delicious, soul-satisfying 
soup recipes from the monastery to your kitchen. From 
simple, clear broths to thick, hearty soups, there’s a recipe 
to appeal to every taste, arranged by month with an eye 
toward seasonal variety. With inspirational quotes pro-
claiming the goodness of soup sprinkled throughout and 
beautiful period block prints. This book is truly a celebra-
tion of the art of soup-making.

If you’re looking for meals that are easy on the cook and a 
joy for eaters, try some of the mouth-watering selections 
from these books. Just put on the soup or slow-cooker, 
and curl up with a good book. Until next month, happy 
reading.

of our quality of life in Palmer Lake and I praise the time the volunteer 
firefighters and Fire Chief, Phillip Beckman, donate to our well-being.
Trish Flake
Editor’s Note: Reporter Jim Kendrick records all meetings of the Palmer 
Lake Town Council. The comment by Trish Flake that OCN printed was 
paraphrased from what she said at the meeting: “We have a very qualified 
type of officer at Tri-Lakes. We all know that. I can show you the type of 
personnel that responded to calls in July and August but they’re qualified. 
We don’t have anybody that is as qualified as closely as Tri-Lakes has.” 
OCN stands by the report.

Monument Hill Sertoma Red Kettles 
bring in more than $35,000

Monument Hill Sertoma (MHS) rang in $35,552.84 for the Salvation Army 
during their annual Christmas Red Kettle Program. MHS started ringing 
bells on Friday the Nov. 17 and ended on Christmas Eve. This amounted to 
721 hours of bell ringing. MHS would like to thank Safeway, King Soopers, 
and Wal-Mart for allowing MHS to ring bells at their locations. Without 
them, this would not have been possible. MHS rang bells for 6-7 hours per 
day at each store except for the 2 days of the blizzard. MHS had the sup-
port of the Lewis-Palmer High School Serteen Club that rang bells at all 3 
locations each Sunday except for Christmas Eve. The Boy Scout troops 6, 
8, and 17 along with Cub Scout Packs 117 and 217 rang bells at all 3 loca-
tions on Saturday Dec. 9. American Legion Post (Tri-Lakes) 9-11 rang bells 
at Safeway on Dec. 2. Wal-Mart employees and a group of 4th grade girls 
from the Tri-Lakes area rang bells one afternoon. All this help is deeply 
appreciated. MHS would like to thank all the families in the area for their 
contributions. It shows that this area really cares about others. 
Monument Hill Sertoma

Above: (L to R)  Mike Wicklund, Monument Hill Sertoma (MHS) Chairman of the Red Kettle 
Drive, Bob Robinson and Major Don Gilger of the Salvation Army,  and MHS President Ron Pitt. 
Mike Wicklund is presenting a  paper napkin IOU  for $35,552.84 to the Salvation Army. The 
check is in the mail. Photo supplied by the Monument Hill Sertoma

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets 

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4

Your Hometown Bookstore 
Since 1993

Don’t forget your
Sweetie on Valentine’s

Day, February 14!

Great Books and Cards!

Bring In This Ad For...
25
Bring In This Ad For...
25
Bring In This Ad For...

% off 
Bring In This Ad For...

% off 
Bring In This Ad For...

All Custom Orders
thru 2/28/07

Bead Special for February 
Pinks and Reds

Rose Quartz, Rhodanite, Garnet, Flower Jasperose Quartz, Rhodanite, Garnet, Flower Jasper
253 Washington St, Monument

(located inside 2 Watts Creative)
www.BeadCorner.net

488-0889

VISIT US FOR A
ONE OF A KIND 

VALENTINE’S GIFT



Page 32 Vol. 7 No. 2Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 33Sat., February 3, 2007

By Woody Woodworth
According to the National Resources Conservation Center 
of the Department of Agriculture, snowpack in Colorado 
River basins, which most Front Range cities, including 
Colorado Springs, depend on for water, is well above 
average for this time of year. The Arkansas Basin is at 
129 percent of normal. The Upper Colorado River Basin 
is 104 percent of normal, and the South Platte Basin is 126 
percent of normal. 

The Tri-Lakes region got hammered with back-to-
back snows and high winds that pushed drifts well beyond 
the usual for December and January. A wild and wacky 
winter so far has left piles of snow from the plows and 
shovels along our driveways. The snow has bent branches 
on our trees and shrubs and left our tall perennial grass 
plumes shattered in our gardens. Plenty of snow is lying 
on our lawns and gardens, protecting the dormant plants 

below. Is all of this moisture too much of a good thing? Not 
hardly—we’ll appreciate it later. We just need to control 
some of the damage the snow may do to our trees, shrubs, 
gardens and lawns.

Here are a few tips on what to do when the heavier 
snows are falling: 

During a heavy snowstorm, bundle up, get a broom or 
long pole and gently push the snow off hanging branches 
of your trees, evergreens and shrubs. Be careful not to 
work around overhead utilities. Working from the bot-
tom up, use subtle force and let the snow fall gently away. 
That way, the upper branches won’t overload the lower 
branches. 

If branches are already broken, trim a couple of feet 
away from the trunk of the tree to get the heavier part of 
the branch trimmed now, then in the spring you can trim 
the rest of the broken branch closer to the trunk. 

Because of the density of some shrubs and evergreens, 
heavy snows can deform and bend main trunks, and some 
may never recover from the snows redesign. Gently shake 
the branches to get them to stand more upright.

We’ve experienced some recent melting periods 
that have increased the weight of the snowpack that is 
remaining on your lawns and gardens. Snow cover is 
actually desirable—except for the potential for snow 
mold development and harboring voles and mice. Snow 
protects plants from temperature extremes and moderates 
soil temperatures from excessively low temperatures that 
could damage growing points and reduce cold hardiness. 
Snow also helps moderate soil warming in the event of a 
late winter thaw.” 

Ice generally forms from cycles of snow melting and 
refreezing and is much more of a concern to the health of 
your lawn. The degree of ice damage is dependent on turf 
grass species, duration and degree of “icing.” Turf that is 
submerged in ice will suffer greater damage than a partial 
submersion or an “ice cover.” Thus, the severest damage 
is often associated with poorly drained areas. 

Remember a few basics about snow and ice cover. 
Snow cover is not harmful to perennials or lawn areas 
and should not be removed early. Scraping snow off those 
areas may result in loss of cold hardiness. Standing water 
or waterlogged soils could be a precursor to severe dam-
age from freeze-thaw cycles in late winter. If past experi-
ence is any monitor, the most likely time for freeze-thaw 
damage is usually middle to late February. Finally, as a 
cautionary statement, in Colorado ice injury is not that 
widespread of a problem. Low-lying turf areas are most 
susceptible to damage where freezing and thawing may 
occur.

High Country Highlights

Preventing snow damage

Classes of 8 children.
Experienced teacher of 19 years.

Serving Tri-Lakes families since 1997.

Registering now and for Fall 2007
Pre-School, Pre K, and 

kindie enrichment class.

For more information, call Deb Fiala at
488-2589

The
Woods

pre-
school

Townhome For Lease/Option
Great Condition in Prestigious Gleneagle (Sun Mesa)!

2550 sq. ft., custom 
vertical blinds, 2 decks, 
3 bd + large office, 
3 ba, Jacuzzi, 2 large 
walk-in closets, large 
kitchen, living room 
with fireplace, dining 
room, family room with 
kitchen-wet bar, 
storage room, A/C. 
End unit with courtyard 
view. Near USAFA. 
Small pet OK with 
deposit. $1750 per
month includes HOA 
fees.

Call (866) 481-1102

Wonderful Selection of New 
Jewelry Perfect for Your Valentine!

SIDEWALK SALE!
Monday through Saturday every week

Fine items up to 80% OFF
(rack restocked every Saturday)

We are located just behind Rosie’s Diner
next to Radio Shack in the Monument Plaza

719-484-0300
New Consignors please call for an appointment

Check our web site for information
www.twotimers.net

“Where quality and price count”

Two Timers
                Fine Consign
          Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

Vino-Bits
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488-3019
or www.thewineseller.net

“Real Wine for Real People”
Simply the best, most thoughtful selection

of  wine under $20 anywhere.
Check out our eclectic microbeer

and spirits selection too!

Public wine tastings held monthly.
Sign up for our e-newsletter to find out when.

Located on Hwy 105
between Palmer Lake & Monument.

Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday  11am to 6pm.

The Eyes
Have it
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31st ANNUAL PINE FOREST
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Massages
in Your
Home
or Mine

Call for Details!
Brenda Clark, LMT, CNMT

(719) 641-3178
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Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $250/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660
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By Diane Sawatzki
The evening of Jan. 18 was crisp and clear as Jim 
and I entered the Town Hall, bearing our casserole. 
While local artist Joe Bohler played honky-tonk pi-
ano, we lined up with 50 other history enthusiasts, 
choosing our dinner from tantalizing homemade 
dishes. Besides ham provided by the Historical So-
ciety, there were many culinary wonders, including 
desserts to shatter the most iron-clad of New Year’s 
resolutions.

After dinner, we toured photographic displays 
of last year’s programs, then some of the braver 
members shared stories. Past President Virgil Wat-
kins said the area’s recent weather reminds him of 
his boyhood in Minnesota where, “We had nine 
months of winter and three months of poor sleigh-
ing.” He also reminisced about the 1970s, when 
Palmer Lake was large enough for feisty broom-
ball tournaments in the dead of winter. 

Museum Director Rogers Davis told us about 
the selection of the Palmer Lake star site: “It was 
1935, and the total population of Palmer Lake was 
about 200, including cats and dogs. It was the height 
of the Depression, and people needed cheering up, 
so the townsfolk built a 500-foot star with donated 
materials. Bert Sloan’s German shepherd Dizzy 

carried light bulbs and other supplies up to the 
volunteers on Sundance Mountain, and his statue 
now stands in front of the Town Hall to honor this 
feat. Dizzy represents the great volunteer spirit of 
Palmer Lake that continues today. When asked why 
they built the star, Bert replied, “We just wanted 
to keep the town from dying and make this a good 
place to live.” (They did, and I think it still is.)

The Palmer Lake Historical Society presents 
free programs and refreshments in the Town Hall 
the third Thursday of most months. The Febru-
ary meeting is on the 15th at 7 p.m., and presents 
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address by the Rev. 
John Snyder, accompanied by a rousing sing-along 
of Civil War songs. 

 Membership in the Society is a mere $10 per 
year for individuals, $15 for families, and family 
membership comes with two tasteful commemo-
rative mugs. (plhist@aol.com. or 559-0837) The 
Society maintains the free Lucretia Vaile Museum 
in the basement beneath the Palmer Lake library 
across from the Town Hall. Winter hours are 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays. www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/
plhs/ 

Palmer Lake Historical Society, January 18

Story swap and honky-tonk pep up January potluck
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Collaborative Mental Health and 
Wellness Services

Counseling:
• Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy, Couples Counseling and Group Therapy

Parent/Family Education:
• Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families in all 

developmental phases. 

Five Essence Acupuncture:  209-4232
Deahna’s Grove Massage:  210-7376
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW

Cheryl 
Scharp

BAed,Mstrs 
Lvl Cnslr

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III

Jennifer
Farmer

Dipl. Lic. Ac.

Deahna 
Brown 

LMT, CYT

Victoria
Fleischmann

MA, LPC
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Above: Meals in Palmer Lake take many forms. This image portrays a delectible spread at Judd’s 
Eating House in the 1890’s. Photo provided by the Palmer Lake Historical Society

FIXER UPPERS
Bargains, Lowest Prices
These homes need work.

Call for a FREE LIST WITH PICTURES
www.HotMonumentHomes.com

or free recorded message
1-800-607-0359 ID#4048

Parker St. Claire Realty Company

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com
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If this year’s unusual winter weather has been challeng-
ing to we humans, imagine what it must be like to be a 
bird. Have you ever experienced a hawk swooping down 
in front of you? This happened to me the other day, and 
fortunately I was on a road where I could stop to watch! 
What a magnificent sight it was. 

When I see these majestic birds in flight, I wish I 
could join them. However, when I see a red-tailed hawk 
(Buteo jamaicensis) perched on top of a tall pole looking 
for a meal, I’m not so sure, especially when food is scarce 
due to the heavy snow cover. Some of the hawks I’ve ob-
served this past month have looked a little scruffy when 
they should look sleek and smooth in preparation for the 
upcoming March madness.

Hawks are carnivores that belong to the category of 
birds known as raptors or birds of prey. Typically these 
birds are known for speed and agility, but the red-tail is 
slower and more deliberate in its movement. It is a member 
of the buteo or buzzard family that is commonly found in 
North America. The buteo will eat carrion as well as hunt 
for prey. Often one will perch for a short time near the top 
of one of our ponderosa pines until the other birds begin 
their warning cries and chase it off. There are 14 sub-spe-
cies of the red-tailed hawk, each of which is specific to a 
geographical area and identified primarily by differences 
in its habitat, size, and coloration.

Those commercials on TV that feature the sound of a 
bald eagle are deceptive, because that loud sound you hear 
is really the cry of a red-tailed hawk. The eagle has a rather 
wimpy call, especially given its size. But the red-tail has 
a solid bold cry. I rarely hear it because I generally view 
the red-tail while driving in a vehicle or from a distance, 
which is why I rely on a CD for many bird calls. 

The red-tailed hawk has a broad wing span that can 
reach up to 56 inches. Other buteos found here include the 
Swainson’s and the ferruginous hawk but the red-tailed is 
the largest and most common. It weighs between 2 and 4 
pounds, and as is typical for hawks, the female is about 
one-third larger than the male. The adult red-tailed hawk 
is the most easily identified hawk because in flight its 
broad rounded tail is a rusty red with a black band, hence 

the name. But it is easy to confuse the immature red-tail 
with other hawks because its takes about 3 years for it to 
mature and develop its distinct coloration, at which time it 
starts to look for a mate. 

Mating and nest building begin in March and contin-
ue through May. Courtship is accompanied by spectacular 
aerial displays by both the male and female. Circling and 
soaring to great heights, the male will suddenly plummet 
in a steep drop and just before he bottoms out, he abruptly 
changes direction and shoots back up to the sky at a steep 
angle. He repeats this maneuver until he attracts a female 
or tires. This may go on for several weeks until he wins the 
attention of his preferred female. A female will generally 
approach the male from above and when he sees her, he 
will extend his legs to touch or grasp her as she descends 
into a dive. It is thought that the red-tailed hawk mates for 
life, so it might take some time before a pair decides if they 
are right for each other. Many birds, like humans, have 
preferences, although probably not for the same reasons. 
Reportedly, once a pair is established the male and female 
will lock talons and spiral toward the ground together. 

The pair steadfastly defends its territory from other 
raptors as it builds a nest high off the ground in the fork of 
a large tree or in the face of a high cliff. The large saucer-
shaped nest is made of sticks about one-half inch in di-
ameter and lined with twigs and grasses. The nest may be 
reused by the pair for many years. If the nest is damaged, 
the pair will add layers of new material to reinforce it. 

The female lays 2 or 3 light-colored eggs with brown 
splotches and incubates them for about 30 days. The male 
hunts for food and feeds the female until the chicks are 
hatched. When hatched, the chicks are covered with white 
down. They grow slowly and have voracious appetites, 
which keeps both parents constantly busy from sunup to 
sundown. They remain in the nest for about 50 days. In the 
week prior to fledging, the young birds that are now nearly 
the size of their parents balance on the edge of the nest and 
flap their wings in preparation for their first flight. Once 
the juveniles fledge the nest, the parents spend a few weeks 
to teach them hunting skills, and then the juveniles are off 
on their own to find a new territory. 

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Red-tailed hawk

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of a Red-tailed Hawk. A color version is posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n2bird.htm 

An exhibition of drawings, paintings, 
and photographs by

Elizabeth Hacker and Linda Hauff

Birds and Blooms
March 9 
through
 April 9

Opening Reception 
Friday, March 9 
5:30 pm - 8 pm

The Winter Gallery
At the corner of Third and Front Streets

In Historic Downtown Monument, 481-1063

Ellis Construction
Insured—References

One Call Does All:
• Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Tile
• Hardwood

flooring
• Cabinets
• Siding
...and more

719-460-8125
Licensed & insured for 

your protection

ANIMAL MOVERS

L A R R Y & J A N I E H O W A R D
( 7 1 9 ) 4 8 1 - 9 8 5 2

B R O O K E W O O D
D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P .
B u i l d e r o f f i n e c u s t o m h o m e s
Living and working in the area for 14 years
M o d e l s a v a i l a b l e
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Denese’s Cleaning Service439-0271
Honesty & Integrity
“A Job Well Done”
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For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258
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By Elizabeth Hacker
 In January, Linda Pankratz retired and closed 

the Pankratz Gallery on Second Street and 
Beacon Lite Road that opened in 2000. 

Linda Pankratz smiled as she recalled that this was not the 
location she and Richard originally wanted for their gal-
lery, but similar to their journey through life, it turned out 
to be better than they ever imagined. With the opening of 
Second Street into historic downtown Monument and the 
reconfiguration of the I-25 and highway 105 interchange, 
their gallery was in an ideal location to attract business, 
and it did!

It was 30 years ago when Linda and her husband 
Richard moved from Denver to Monument with their two 
young children, the year Richard decided it was time to 
give up teaching to devote his life to his craft. It took a 
leap of faith to leave their stable incomes, but she would 
have followed Richard anywhere. And after 47 years of 
marriage, she knows she made the right decision. He was 
convinced from the very start that they could survive on 
income derived from selling art, but she was not as sure. 
Every year she renewed her teacher’s license just in case 
they needed it to fall back on, but Linda never returned to 
the classroom.

To be successful, Linda knew that Richard needed to 
devote his time to thinking and creating, so she became his 
manager and agent, thus beginning a new career. She truly 
enjoyed those early years building the business from home 
while watching their two children. She contacted galleries 
and gift shops, set up shows, issued press releases, and en-
tered Richard’s art into contests around the country while 
tending to their home. Their first gallery was actually in 
their home, but they soon outgrew it. Besides, the traffic 
was disruptive to Richard’s work. Linda laughed when she 
recalled how her daughter Jodi found an iron tucked away 
in a closet and had no idea what it was, adding that while 
she worked from their home for many years, she was not 
domestic.

Around 1980, Linda moved the gallery to an old build-
ing with a single picture window, where Rocky Mountain 
Oil Change is now located. The building was nothing to 
write home about, but the location was ideal. Every person 
who drove into Monument would pass by this window 
where Linda artfully displayed Richard’s work. His work 
was eye-stopping and brought in many customers. 

Richard had always dreamed of one day building a 
gallery with a workshop where he could work and interact 
with his patrons. This dream became a reality in 2000. 
Originally, the gallery on Beacon Lite Road and Second 
Street was set up as a one-man studio-gallery. But as the 
demand for Richard’s art grew, interacting with the public 
became too demanding for him. Linda was faced with the 
challenge of restructuring the space. 

She expanded the gallery and leased out Richard’s 
studio to other art shops and a first-class restaurant. She 
viewed this as an opportunity to feature the work of other 

artists, but the challenge came in finding 
art that would complement Richard’s. She 
accomplished this by featuring the work of 
nationally recognized artists and crafters, 
some of whom have since moved here. Like 
Richard and Linda, other artists have found 
the landscape of Tri-Lakes inspirational and 
like its accessibility to some of the larger art 
markets.

As Richard’s reputation has grown 
over the years, they have traveled around 
the country taking his work to galleries. 
Communities like Santa Fe, Sedona, Park 
City, and Charleston inspired Linda, and she 
began to think of ways to bring that spirit to 
Monument. She often shared her experiences 
with other Monument merchants. Her enthu-
siasm was contagious, and soon many people 
were on board. This resulted in a plan for the 
historic downtown that included an attractive 
entrance sign, old-style street lamps, ban-
ners, sidewalks, quaint shops, restaurants, 
and galleries. While these changes were 
taking place, the merchants’ challenge was to find ways to 
bring the community into their shops and galleries. 

Linda reminded me that when they moved here, High-
way 105 was a dirt road and most people traveled to Colo-
rado Springs to shop. She knew that changing that pattern 
would be difficult, so she and the merchants developed the 
Art Hop to meet this challenge. On the third Thursday 
evening of each month, Monument merchants opened 
their doors, served snacks, and featured artists. These fes-
tive evenings successfully brought the community into the 
historic downtown. But even more important to Linda, it 
began to dispel the myth that galleries are for the elite. 

Even though she is committed to retirement, Linda 
has vowed to stay active in promoting the Art Hop and 
says the next step is to incorporate music and theater arts, 
possibly as street performers. As typical with many of 
Linda’s ideas, she isn’t always sure how it will come to-
gether, it just will!

Linda was a teen in the 1960s when President John F. 
Kennedy challenged America to “ask not what your coun-
try can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.” 
Whether her spirit was seeded in Kennedy’s famous words 
or the small Kansas community where she grew up, Linda 
has always been passionate about community. One ex-
ample of this was in 1990, when Linda came up with the 
idea of organizing a dinner to raise funds for the needy 
by serving soup in bowls made by local potters; the first 
Empty Bowl. As is her way, she quickly gives credit to all 
those involved and says that some ideas are just miracles 
waiting to happen. Since that time, the Empty Bowl has 
become a community-sponsored event that brings in more 
than $10,000 annually. 

The community will miss Linda and the Pankratz 

Gallery. She laughed when I suggested that many com-
munities name a street or a park after people like her. But 
there is good news! Heather and Doug Buchman will soon 
open a new gallery called Second Street Art. Linda is so 
excited that the Buchmans share her and Richard’s vision 
that the location will remain a gallery. When asked if she 
had anything to add, she said she hopes the community 
will welcome the Buchmans and continue their support of 
local merchants by shopping in historic downtown Monu-
ment.

A Perspective on Our Community 

Linda Pankratz
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FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding 
areas by Mountain Community 
Transportation for Seniors (MCTS).
For rides, seniors (60+) call

488-0076
Donations Welcomed

Licensed, Insured Child Care
Full & Part-Time Available, 18 mos. to 4 yr.
Monument/Jackson Creek 719 481-9282
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Gift Certificates Available

Nationally Certified Counselor 
Licensed Professional Educator 

Helping Individuals, Families, 
Couples 

Parenting classes now forming Sandra S. Vergez, 
M.A. ,  N.C.C. 

Please call: 719-330-4256    Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com 

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054

Tutoring
By very experienced educator 
For remedial & gifted students 

Montessori method or traditional 
Age 4 through middle school

(719) 337-6555

Weddings with 
Grace

Simple and Sacred 
Ceremonies Since 1975

719.337.6750
719.322.5153

gracelegacy@msn.com
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Art Matters

Artists are in a class of their own
By Janet Sellers

There are at least 135,000 reasons people join art clubs in 
North America. That’s about how many art clubs are on 
this continent at the moment. Art materials manufacturers 
keep tabs on these things and are happy to report that be-
ing an artist is popular all over the world. 

Americans invented the art club. It’s now a world-
wide, popular social phenomenon that is simple to join or 
start up. Football widows, unite! Golfers, improve your 

visualization! Find a reason and enjoy your own art.
Frankly, people just like to get together over art they 

are passionate about. So they start a group. They may feel 
more stimulated regarding ideas and problem-solving in 
their artwork. Some art clubs have a long history; most last 
a few decades at most. Some have rigid entrance require-
ments; some invite most anybody alive with dues in hand. 
One thing is sure: the clubs do serve a social need and pro-
vide a sense of community. Clubs and their members hire 
speakers, have professional demonstrations or just hang 
out and talk about art.

Besides art clubs, there are art studies of all kinds. A 
good art-skills class will include plenty of practice. Hours 
to our creative mind feel like minutes, and time flies by as 
art participants are creatively engaged. Art classes can of-
ten be socially fun, but the focus is on skills, practice, and 
development. Thankfully, good practice is never boring.

It may be interesting to note that the cheapest art 
study is not necessarily in a class, and is actually free. 
Artists have studied from and watched the Masters for 
centuries. Here’s how they do it:

Great art is available to view in museums, in books 
and through multimedia access to libraries or book stores, 
as well as through our planet’s recent best friend, the In-
ternet. In museums, drawings are often available as an 
exhibition in and of themselves, or as part of a major art 
exhibit. Obviously books can be a convenient reference. 
Looking at an artist’s drawing is one of the very best meth-
ods of learning how to understand the thinking behind that 
imagination. Drawing from these or copying the drawings 
in the same medium deepens one’s understanding. One 
will learn what the master artist knew about drawing by 
trying to make a copy of it. 

More knowledge will come from copying a master 
drawing or painting than just about any other effort in the 
pursuit of understanding fine art. It is the most time-con-
suming effort, and going it alone will require a great deal 
of persistence. In practice, it doesn’t really matter if the 
art is abstract or realist to try this out. Given that so much 
effort is involved, however, it would be wise to choose at 
least a very fine example to emulate. That doesn’t mean 
the work to be copied must be complex, but it should have 
merit or the practice would be worthless. 

Making thousands of drawings can help develop a 
highly competent level of artistic ability. It may require 
hundreds of drawings. Does that seem like a lot of prep 
work? You bet! The difference between an artist and a 
happy coincidence of materials on paper or canvas is in the 
perseverance of the artist to see the work through to a sat-
isfying completion. It also helps to have enough stamina 
and practice behind one to be able to persevere. And that 

is where practice from the Masters comes in handy. One 
is more able to accomplish the feats of imagination in art 
when creativity follows the mastery of skill. 

Self-taught artists are more common than any other, 
and they are also the very best artists. The secret here is 
that every artist teaches himself or herself, whether alone 
or in a class. Only artists can teach art skills, and art skills 
are only truly learned by attempting the work for oneself. 

If one will apply effort and energy into skill and 
practice, that is enough to make a go of art as a hobby or 
possibly as a profession. Many people dream of retiring 
from their day jobs and then pursue the life of an artist, or 
at least take some art classes. It’s a worthy and satisfying 
avocation.

Art Classes in the Tri-Lakes area are offered in vari-
ous venues, from private studio learning sessions, classes 
and events to public non-profit centers and demonstrations 
at local galleries. There is no single, correct way to enjoy 
learning to make art. It can be as simple and elegant to ac-
complish as one makes it. 

It’s sure that every person can enjoy art in one way 
or another, and our area has art events, classes, clubs, and 
exhibits constantly available. The locations are all over our 
community, and are listed in the local phone book, adver-
tised in our local news, and available by popular demand. 
While summer is the traditional “art season” for looking 
and buying, winter is the traditional time for art classes 
and art clubs. Check some out for yourself this month!

Here are some questions the aspiring artist might 
want to consider:
1. Do I want to have some fun or do I want a demanding 

career?
2. What do I want to achieve with the class or club that I 

don’t do on my own?
3. What hours do I wish to put in to the class time?
4. How much time will I put into personal practice?
5. Do I know the cost that I’m willing to invest in my 

learning? 
February art show

CAEA Colorado Art Education Association
Exhibit 2007 Feb. 5 to March 16 
The Colorado Art Education Association sponsors this 
juried exhibit as an annual showcase of artwork created by 
Teaching Artists in Colorado.
Opening Reception: Friday, Feb. 9, 6-9 p.m. Awards at 7:

30 p.m. 
Location: Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake, CO 80133, (719) 481-0475 

Be your best 
at YOUR art!
Monument School of Fine Arts

Offers superb classes with excep-
tional results: Children’s Classes, 
Adult Classes, Independent Study, 
Professional Portfolio Preparation.

coloradoartcenter.tripod.com or 488-8280

Valentine’s Day Gifts 
Art, Classes & Jewelry for your sweetie!

www.janetsellers.org

Enroll Now 481-0055
Kindergarten Readiness
2-, 3-, or 5-Day Program
Ages 3 through 5
Christian Values
Low Student/Teacher Ratio

1764 Lake Woodmoor Dr, Monument

Hands OnSite Massage
Home of the 

“Much-Kneaded Break”TM

Gift Certificates for 
your loved ones available

719.337.6750
719.322.5153

Personal Wellness Coach
Whether you want to maintain your 
weight, lose weight or have more 
energy.  We can help design a program 
that fits your lifestyle.

Call today for a FREE Evaluation.

Ann Chavtur  488-3677
Herbalife Independent Distributor

Lee‛s Family Child Care
Caring for infants to 5-year olds

Licensed & insured
At Hwy 83 and 105
719-487-8646

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior

No job too small
Competitive rates

Call Phil at 484 0478

Tri-Lakes MOPS
2nd and 4th Thurs., Sept. through May 

9:15-11:30 am
Tri-Lakes Chapel
Free Childcare!

481-3600

How to Sell Your Home Your-
self and Save the Commission
FREE REPORT reveals 10 Inside Tips to 

Selling Your House by Yourself
www.TipsForTopDollar.com

or free recorded message
1-800-607-0359 ID#7001

Parker St. Claire Realty Company

Support Our Community - Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

D38 boundary committee 
seeks public input

Lewis-Palmer School District has created a committee to 
look at school boundaries to plan for growth in the district 
and to create sensible boundary system in response to 
growth. Parents and interested District 38 patrons are en-
couraged to attend one of the three Boundary Study Com-
mittee meetings being held to review and comment on 
school boundary criteria and the proposed map scenarios. 
The meetings are scheduled for Feb. 6, Feb. 8, and Feb. 
12, 7 to 9 p.m., at the Administration Building Learning 
Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. For more informa-
tion, phone 488-4700.

Coffee & Conversation 
with Superintendent Blanch

Superintendent Ray Blanch looks forward to meeting and 
visiting with District 38 citizens for Coffee & Conversa-
tion. The first one is Feb. 9, 8 to 9:30 a.m., at The Speed-
trap, 84 Highway 105, Palmer Lake . The second is Feb. 
13, 9 to 10:30 a.m., at Serranos, 582 Highway 105 (near 
Safeway) in Monument. The third is Feb. 28, 8:30 to 10:
30 a.m. at It’s a Grind, 15954D Jackson Creek Parkway in 
the Monument Marketplace. For more information, phone 
488-4700.

Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert
Enjoy classical music right here in the Tri-Lakes area Feb. 
10, 7 p.m., at Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 North-
gate Rd., as the Rocky Mountain Music Alliance contin-
ues its second season. This is the third of four concerts 
comprising the 2006-2007 series. The concert features 
Dr. Michael Baron, piano, performing time-tested clas-
sics and modern masterworks. Baron is a distinguished 
educator from Florida Gold Coast University who presents 
concerts, workshops, and master classes throughout the 
United States and Europe. Cost: $22 general admission, 
$18 students. Info: Pam Brunson @ 484-0192. 

Rockin’ Sock Hop, Feb. 10
Swing your sweetheart to the oldies with disc jockey “G. 
T.” (from 91.5 KRCC’s Vintage Voltage) at the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA) Rockin’ Sock Hop Feb. 10, 
7 to 10 p.m. Step back in time with music, food, and fun 
from the 50s and 60s. TLCA is located at 304 Highway 
105 in Palmer Lake. Tickets are $12 for members and $15 
for non-members and are available at TLCA (481-0475), 
The Wine Seller (488-3019), and Covered Treasures Book-
store (481-2665). Admission price includes two soft drinks 
and snacks. A cash bar will be available. Prizes will be 
awarded for Best Costumes, Craziest Socks, Best Hula 
Hoopers and Best Dancers. Guests will also be able to 
enjoy an art exhibit from the Colorado Art Educators As-
sociation members. For more information, call 481-0475. 
Heart Attack and Stroke Recognition Class 

in Black Forest, Feb. 14
The Black Forest Fire & Rescue and the Black Forest 
AARP Chapter 1100 are sponsoring a class on Heart At-
tack and Stroke Recognition Feb. 14, 9 to 11 a.m., at the 
Black Forest Fire Station #1 located at 11445 Teachout Rd. 
The public is invited to attend at no charge. Please call 
Gwen Burk at 495-2176 or the Fire Station at 495-4300 to 
reserve a seat for the class. This is a great Valentine’s gift 
to protect your loved ones and yourself. The easiest way 
to find the station is from the corner of Black Forest and 
Burgess Roads. From this intersection, go east on Burgess 
to Teachout, turn south and park in the fire station parking 
lot on the south side of the station. Enter through the door 
on the south side of the station.

AARP Mature Safe Driving Program at 
Monument Library, Feb. 17

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program is the nation’s 
first and largest classroom driver refresher course spe-
cially designed for motorists age 50 and older. Graduates 
may present their course completion certificate to their 
insurance agents for a discount. The cost for the eight-
hour course is $10. Class size is limited and registration is 
required. The course will be held Feb. 17, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 

Dr. Bring a lunch. To register, phone 488-2370.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is accepting 

grant applications until Mar. 15
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is accepting applications for 
grants until March 15. This year, the TLWC will consider 
grant requests up to $10,000. Qualified organizations that 
provide services to residents within the geographic bound-
aries of Lewis-Palmer School District 38 are encouraged 
to apply.

Qualified organizations are 501 (c)(3) non-profit orga-
nizations, public service agencies and organizations, and 
public schools. Grant applications and instructions are 
available at www.tlwc.net, or by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to TLWC Grant Committee, P.O. Box 
669, Monument, CO, 80132.

The TLWC sponsors Wine & Roses, a wine-tasting 
event in October, as well as the annual Pine Forest An-
tiques Show and Sale in April. Proceeds from these fund-
raisers benefit the Tri-Lakes community through this grant 
process. Last year, over $30,000 was granted to non-profit 
organizations, schools, and public service organizations. 
In the past 30 years, $470,000 has been awarded to benefit 
residents within the boundaries of School District 38.   

Flying Colors
This free homework help program is offered to Tri-Lakes 
students in grades 3-8 for assistance with reading, writing, 
math, science, and social studies and to students in grades 
9-10 for math assistance. It meets on Monday evenings, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., through April 30 at Monument Com-
munity Presbyterian Church. For more information call 
481-3902 or 488-8928, or visit www.mcpcusa.org. 

Monument Library Book Sale, Feb. 24
The Friends of the Library will be holding a huge book 
sale at the Monument Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr., 
Feb. 23, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. (Friends Members only Preview 
Sale at $3 a bag, memberships available at the door) and 
for the general public on Feb. 24, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at $4 a 
bag. Come early for the best selection during this popular 
sale. Call the library, 488-2370, for further information.

Adult Literacy tutors needed
Help adults improve their basic skills in reading, writing 
and/or English language skills. Tutors work individually 
with an adult learner at various library locations two to 
four hours weekly for a minimum of six months. Meet-
ing times and location are flexible. Free 18-hour training 
is held Thursdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave., 
Colorado Springs. Participants must attend all sessions 
to become tutors. LitSource Volunteer applications are 
available at all libraries and at ppld.org, under “Jobs and 
Volunteers Positions.” Return the completed application to 
the LitSource Office, Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave., 
Colorado Springs. Call Sherrill Wyeth, 531-6333, x2223 or 
x2224 for more information.

 Volunteer and spread the gift of reading
Join Children’s Literacy Center in providing individual 
tutoring to children reading below grade level at no cost to 
families! Tutors are trained in the Peak Reader curriculum 
and matched with one child for twelve weeks. This is a 
great opportunity for high school students (minimum age 
is 14) or senior citizens to make a difference in someone’s 
life. For more information, call Pamela Polke, 471-8672, or 
e-mail Pamela@peakreader.org. 

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed 
a new Senior Safety Program. The free service includes 
installation and maintenance of smoke detectors, evalu-
ation of seniors’ homes by fire department personnel to 
identify and correct safety hazards and to address seniors’ 
safety needs, and Vial of Life for in-home storage of medi-
cal information in case of emergency. For more informa-
tion, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304, or e-mail lfrasca@tri-
lakesfire.com.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
receives grant for the Reynolds Ranch 

House
The State Historical Fund, a program of the Colorado His-
torical Society, recently awarded the Western Museum of 
Mining & Industry a $10,000 Historic Structure Assess-
ment grant for the preservation of the museum’s historic 
Reynolds Ranch House, a Queen Anne farmhouse built 

in 1894. The house is the last vestige of the once-thriving 
community of Husted, a former Denver & Rio Grande 
railroad supply town and depot. URS, one of the world’s 
largest engineering design firms, will coordinate the pres-
ervation and restoration work. For more information about 
the Reynolds Ranch project, call David Carroll, Executive 
Director, at 488-0880. 

County now accepting batteries and 
electronics at waste facility

The El Paso County Household Chemical Waste Collec-
tion Facility will now accept household batteries (AA, 
AAA, C, D and 9-volt) and many types of electronic 
equipment including computers, printers, small televi-
sions, stereo and video components, and VCR’s, among 
others. According to the El Paso County Environmental 
Services Department, more than 40,000 tons of electronic 
waste is discarded yearly. Some electronics contain lead, 
cadmium, broken glass, and mercury and can threaten the 
environment if not recycled. It’s possible to recycle 99 
percent of electronic goods that are discarded by breaking 
down the individual equipment to its raw materials and al-
lowing it to be reused and put back into the manufacturing 
process, thus protecting the environment from unneces-
sary pollution. The Household Chemical Waste Collection 
Facility is open year-round and already accepts items such 
as paint, lawn and garden chemicals, automotive chemi-
cals and products, and household products and cleaners. 
For more recycling information please call 520-7878.

Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale 
coming Apr. 21 and 22

Mark your calendars for the popular Pine Forest Antiques 
Show and Sale, April 21 and April 22 at Lewis-Palmer 
High School in Monument. The show will feature 60 an-
tique dealers from several states. Sunday from noon to 3 
p.m., on-site appraisers will provide verbal appraisals for 
$5 per item. The Country Café will be serving breakfast 
and lunch items including the ever-popular steak soup, and 
the Bake Sale will be offering delectable desserts. Watch 
for more details next month.

The Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale is the ma-
jor annual fund raising event for the Tri-Lakes Women’s 
Club. The proceeds from this event benefit local nonprofit 
groups. During the past 30 years, more than $470,000 has 
been awarded to District 38 schools, fire and police depart-
ments, senior citizen groups, and other nonprofit 501(c)3 
organizations that provide services to residents within the 
community. For more information, please visit the Tri-
Lakes Women’s Club website at www.tlwc.net.

Special Events and Notices

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

Have you, or anyone you know, 
ever worked for the 

MONUMENT PIZZA COMPANY?
If so – WE want YOU to know, we are 

planning a Spring Reunion and would love 
to hear from you! We have many of you to find! 
Momma (Donna) Jack and Momma (Barbara) Keeler

gracelegacy@msn.com 719 337 6750 
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-

check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Feb. 5, 

6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Boundary 
Committee, Tue., Feb. 6, 7-9 p.m., Learning Center 
of the Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and 
Jefferson. The Boundary Committee is seeking public 
input on proposed school boundary criteria and map 
scenarios. Info: 488-4700.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop/
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Workshop normally held on 1st Thu. 
and regular council meeting normally held on 2nd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Boundary 
Committee, Thu., Feb. 8, 7-9 p.m., Learning Center 
of the Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and 
Jefferson. The Boundary Committee is seeking public 
input on proposed school boundary criteria and map 
scenarios. Info: 488-4700.

• Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority Board 
Meeting, Fri., Feb. 9, 2:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St. Info: 884-8017.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Boundary 
Committee, Mon., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m., Learning Center 
of the Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and 
Jefferson. The Boundary Committee is seeking public 
input on proposed school boundary criteria and map 
scenarios. Info: 488-4700.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Feb. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Feb. 13, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.  

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, Thu., Feb. 15, 
8:30 p.m., Donala Water and Sanitation District Office, 
15850 Holbein (location rotates each month.)  Info: 488-
2525

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Now meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 15, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 3rd Tue. and 
optionally 4th Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Feb. 20, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680 or 599-4068. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed., 
Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Usually meets 3rd Wed. each month. Call to 
confirm date and time. Info: 488-3603. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Feb. 
22 , 5:30 p.m at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Verify time, 
date, and location at SDMS at (800)741-3254 or the 
district, 488-2110.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Feb. 27, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). This meeting held only if 
items are left from the Feb. 20 meeting. Info: 520-6300.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 28, 4 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.   

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 28, following the fire district board meetings 
at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Mar. 
1, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 1st Thu. each month, but is sometimes 
combined with the Council Meeting on the 2nd Thu. 
of the month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., 10:
30 & 11:15 a.m. Special reading program events for 
preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: A Show of Hands! American 
Sign Language program, Sat., Feb. 10, 1:30 pm. Join 
Tamara Brody to learn some American Sign Language 
as you have fun with puppets, songs, and a story. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Pikes Peak Library District: Jean Ciavonne Poetry 
Contest. The contest is open to all fourth and fifth 
grade students in the Pikes Peak region. “Flights of 
Fancy: Poems From Your Imagination” is this year’s 
theme. Entries must be postmarked by Feb. 10. Six 
winners will receive $25 each, a book, and a Kennedy 
Center Imagination Celebration poster. Call 531-6333, 
x2405 for more information. Pick up the contest rules at 

Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. or 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Feb. 14, 4-5:30 p.m. Registration required. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info & registration: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Book Blast: A Book Club for 
Kids 7 to 12, Tue., Feb. 20, 4-5:30 p.m. Meet for 
games, crafts, food, and discuss Series of Unfortunate 
Events. See a librarian for details. Now meets 3rd Tue. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

Adult programs 
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults 
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No 
registration needed. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Socialize, explore issues, debate, and argue, 
all in a spirit of camaraderie. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Feb. 7, 1-3 
p.m. Read and discuss a book from a selected time in 
history. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Artist’s Reception, Sat., Feb. 10, 
4-5 p.m. Louise Cutler will host an artist’s reception that 
is open to the public. Cutler’s pastels exhibit, “Children 
of Niger,” is on display at the library during February. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Feb. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend this spirited group. The February 
book is Coming Home by David Lewis. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., Feb. 17, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Hone your 
skills with this refresher course designed for motorists 
age 50 and older, and get an insurance discount! Cost: 
$10. Registration required. Bring a lunch. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration 
& info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Book Sale, Sat., Feb. 24, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
The Friends of the Library is holding a huge book sale. 
Friends Members only Preview Sale is Feb. 23, 3:30-5:
30 p.m. (at $3 a bag, memberships available at the door) 
and for the general public on Feb. 24, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
at $4 a bag.  Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Mar. 2, noon. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Art Display: A striking 20-piece 
pastels exhibit, “Children of Niger;” depicts African life. 
Louise Cutler created these pictures to document a 1998 
visit to Niger where she worked at a hospital compound 
in the small village of Golmi. Cutler will host an artist’s 
reception at the Monument Branch on Sat., Feb. 10, 
4-5 p.m. The Pikes Peak Depression Glass Club offers 
a unique display of several patterns of pink and green 
Depression glass. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, every Mon. 
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& Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month, 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free 
bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy 
Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., California Casualty Building, 1650 
Telstar Dr. Improve your public speaking, leadership 
and meeting planning skills with Toastmasters. New 
members and visitors welcome.  Info: visit 
www.d26toastmasters.org/airforceacademy or call John, 
439-3050; or Karen, 913-908-0048. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday Night 
Literature Study, every Mon., 7-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. 
Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-
alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 10285 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby, 
481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. 
Low Impact Cardio; Monument Hill Church, 18725 
Monument Hill Rd. YMCA members free, non- 
members $2 per class, first two trial classes are free. 
Info, 481-8728. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Feb. 5, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25).  Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Feb. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• Free “Just show up” Spanish Classes! Tue., Feb. 6 
& Feb. 20, 7-8 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Talk in Spanish in the first 20 
minutes over chocolate: Food, friends, and shopping 
topics. Guest speakers are native Latin American Spanish 
speakers. Sponsored by Janet Sellers and Monument 
School of Fine Arts to help students and travelers alike 
to start speaking in Spanish. Info: 488-8280.

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Feb. 8, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes donated by local businesses. Meets the 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 8, 6:30-9 p.m., Woodmoor Country 
Club. Women building business relationships in a social 
atmosphere. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Visit w
ww.trilakesnetworkingteam.org or call Tammie Bishop, 
487-0000. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Adult Lecture Series, Thu., Feb. 8, 7 p.m. Colorado’s 
State Geologist, Dr. Vince Matthews presents “Messages 
in Stone: Colorado’s Colorful Geology,” based on the 
Colorado Geological Survey’s award-winning book of 
the same name. Dr. Matthews uses stunning photography 
and graphics to highlight Colorado’s geologic oddities 
and beauties. In addition, his book will be available for 
purchase and signing. Please RSVP at 488-0880.

• Rockin’ Sock Hop at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA), Sat., Feb. 10, 7-10 p.m., 304 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake. Dance to the oldies at TLCA’s Rockin’ 
Sock Hop with disc jockey “G. T.” from 91.5 KRCC’s 
Vintage Voltage. Music, food, and fun from the 50s 
and 60s. Cost: $12, members; $15, non-members. Buy 
tickets at TLCA (481-0475), The Wine Seller (488-
3019), and Covered Treasures (481-2665). Admission 
price includes two soft drinks and snacks. Cash bar 
available. Prizes for Best Costumes, Craziest Socks, 
Best Hula Hoopers and Best Dancers. Info: 481-0475.

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Feb. 13, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Heart Attack and Stroke Recognition Class, Feb. 
14, 9-11 a.m. at the Black Forest Fire Station #1, 11445 
Teachout Rd. The public is invited to attend a free class 
on Heart Attack and Stroke Recognition sponsored by 
Black Forest Fire & Rescue and the Black Forest AARP 
Chapter 1100. Info & RSVP: Gwen Burk at 495-2176 
or the Fire Station at 495-4300. From the intersection of 
Black Forest and Burgess Roads, go east on Burgess to 
Teachout, turn south and park in the fire station parking 
lot on the south side of the station. Enter through the 
door on the south side of the station.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Feb. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition 
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 15, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society honors Abe Lincoln, 
Thu., Feb. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. A sing-along of Civil War songs, plus a few 
words on Abraham Lincoln and a recitation of his second 
Inaugural Address by the Rev. John Snyder. Meets the 
3rd Thu. each month. Info: phone 559-0837 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com.

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Feb. 16, 
11:30 a.m., Paravicini’s Italian Bistro, 75 W. Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Dirk Stamp, owner/operator of The 
Wine Seller in Monument, presents “Real wine for 
real people.” RSVP by Feb. 12, noon. All women in 
or around the Gleneagle area are invited to attend, and 
guests are welcome. RSVP & Info: Frances, 481-4607. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Feb. 16, 
11 a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide. The program will be 
“Pinecome Shenanigans” featuring TLWC’s very 
own members and friends. Cost: $17. RSVP by Feb. 
9. The Tri-lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) sponsors the 
Wine and Roses event in October and the annual Pine 
Forest Antiques Show and Sale in April. Proceeds from 
these fundraisers benefit local non-profit groups. TLWC 
membership is open to all women living in School 
District 38. RSVP & Info: visit www.tlwc.net or call Bill 
Healy at 278-8393 or Dixie Cannon at 559-2977.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Feb. 20, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362. 

• Free “Just show up” Spanish Classes! Tue., Feb. 
20, 7-8 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Talk in Spanish in the first 20 minutes 
over chocolate: Food, friends, and shopping topics. Guest 
speakers are native Latin American Spanish speakers. 
Sponsored by Janet Sellers and Monument School of 
Fine Arts to help students and travelers alike to start 
speaking in Spanish. Info: 488-8280.

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Feb. 20, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221.

• MOMS Club Colorado Springs North, Thu., Feb. 22. 
Come meet other stay at home moms and kids in 80921 
& 80908 zip codes. Playgroups and activities scheduled 
throughout the month. New Member Social held 4th Thu. 
each month. Info: Missy A., 487-7829.

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member Social, Fri., 
Feb. 23. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids! 
Meets the Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Erin Adair, 487-8624. 

• Womens Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Feb. 28, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-
3282.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Mar. 1, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 488-
3263.

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Mar. 1, 7 p.m., 
Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each 
month. Info: scotti145@aol.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Coffee and Conversation with Ray Blanch, the new 

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Superintendent, 
Fri., Feb. 9, 8-9:30 a.m., The Speedtrap, 84 Highway 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: 488-4700.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Feb. 9, 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general public, 
$3 Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: www.B
lackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Free art workshop, Sat., Feb. 10, 2 p.m., location in Tri-
Lakes area TBA. For all artist levels; you’ll cover about 
500 years of art in the hour! Bring a clipboard for your 
sketching notes; paper, pencils, etc. will be supplied. 
Bring your own hot cocoa; biscotti will be provided. 
Sign-up forms online/email: janet.sellers@mac.com 
or send a SASE to Monument School of Fine Arts, c/o 
programs office, 1390 Catamaran Lane, Monument, CO 
80132. Info: 488-8280.

• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Classical Piano 
Concert, Sat., Feb. 10, 7 p.m. Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church, 970 Northgate Road. A solo piano recital by Dr. 
Michael Baron, who presents master classes for pianists 
across the U.S. and Europe. Cost: $18-$22. Info: 484-
0192.

• Coffee and Conversation with Ray Blanch, the new 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Superintendent, 
Tue., Feb. 13, 9-10:30 a.m., Serranos, 582 Highway 105 
(near Safeway) in Monument. Info: 488-4700.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Feb. 
23, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general 
public, $3 Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: 
www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Coffee and Conversation with Ray Blanch, the new 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Superintendent, 
Wed., Feb. 28, 8:30-10:30 a.m., It’s a Grind, 15954D 
Jackson Creek Parkway in the Monument Marketplace. 
Info: 488-4700.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Colorado Rockhounding Exhibit. See mineral 
specimens including a smoky quartz crystal weighing 
over 100 pounds! The exhibit will run through Apr. 
30. Cost: $7 Adults, $6 AAA/Military, $5 Seniors & 
Students, $3 Children 4-12, free to Children under 3 and 
Museum Members. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate 
Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across 
from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Info: phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

To have your event listed in Our Community Calendar, 
please call 488-3455, or send the information to our_
community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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10% OFF Dry Cleaning*

10% OFF Alterations*

*With Coupon. Good Through 2/28/07.

• Dry Cleaning
• Full-Service

Laundry
• Leather and 

Suede Cleaning

• Wedding Gowns
• Expert Alterations
• One-Day Service
• One-Hour Service

on Many Items

1736 Lake Woodmoor Drive ~ 481-4252
Near Tri-Lakes Printing, Fitness Architects and the Library

 1445 Cipriani Loop ~ 481-0490
NEW LOCATION near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood

Home Delivery Available

BASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHING 
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or  
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
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6 Costly Mistakes
to Avoid Before 
Buying a Home

A new report has just
been released which iden-
tifies the 6 most common
and costly mistakes that
homebuyers make before
buying a home.

Mortgage regulations
have changed signifi-
cantly over the last few
years, making your
options wider than ever.
Subtle changes in the way 
you approach mortgage
shopping, and even small
differences in the way
you structure your mort-
gage, can cost or save
you literally thousands of
dollars and years of
expense.

Whether you are about
to buy your first home, or
are planning to make a
move to your next home,
it is critical that you
inform yourself about the
factors involved before
you buy.

In answer to this issue,
industry insiders have
prepared a free special
report entitled 6 Things
You Must Know Before
You Buy.

Having the right
information beforehand
can undoubtedly make a
major difference in this
critical negotiation. You
can get a FREE copy of
this report by calling
800-941-5279 and enter-
ing ID #1004. You can
call anytime, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Call NOW to find out
what you need to know
before you buy a home or 
visit www.Fabulous
HomesAndAcreages.com.

This report is courtesy of Mary Lynch,
sales representative of RE/MAX
Advantage Realty. Not intended to solicit 
properties currently listed for sale. 
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