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these projects at the Dec. 5 meeting. 
Voting clarification

Bornstein requested that the meeting minutes for Sept. 
19 be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion, and 
Murphy made a motion to clarify the vote on the Board of 
Adjustment nominee Jamie Fenley that was conducted on 
Sept. 19 should show that Fenley was approved by a vote 
of 3-2, not 4-1 as Town Clerk Cynthia Sirochman had re-
corded. The trustees voted unanimously to approve this 
clarification. See www.ocn.me/v16n8.htm#mbot0718 
and www.ocn.me/v16n10.htm#mbot0910.

Then Bornstein made a motion that all votes in the 
future would be done by roll call, instead of a vote by 
acclamation (“all in favor say ‘aye’”), so that such con-
fusion could be avoided. The trustees voted unanimously 
to do all future votes by roll call. 

Finally, Bornstein clarified that he really wanted 
those roll call votes called in random order each time, 
which the trustees also approved 7-0.

Updated signature authority
Director of Finance/Town Treasurer Pamela Smith pre-
sented a resolution authorizing a change of signature au-
thority with Wells Fargo Bank. She said Finance Direc-
tor Bob Rummans had moved away, and it was important 
that the signature card be updated. The resolution was 
approved unanimously. 

She summarized that the authorized signers on 
People’s and First National Bank CDs were now herself 
and Chris Lowe. Authorized signers on the Wells Fargo 
and ColoTrust bank accounts were the town manager, all 
directors (Smith, Tharnish, Shirk, Sirochman, Manning) 
and the mayor. 

Xeriscaping in landscaping ordinance
During trustee comments, Murphy asked the status of 
the landscaping ordinance that was supposed to be dis-
cussed. He also stated that this discussion began four 
or five months ago. He said the community was wait-
ing for feedback on whether landscaping could include 
xeriscaping, which is “not just cactus or desert but can 
include a variety of plants.” 

Lowe said that he had not been given board direc-
tion by a majority of trustees to pursue this, but that he 
would now ask Principal Planner Larry Manning to do 
some research on it. Shupp said that the Planning Com-
mission had been unable to reach a consensus and that 
Manning had planned to make a request of the board at 
the next meeting about getting information from Colo-
rado State University.

The trustees voted unanimously to support staff 
spending time on this research working toward possible 
changes in the town ordinance.
Note: Tharnish and Smith said at the June 20 Monument 
Board of Trustees meeting that Manning was spearhead-
ing work on the town’s landscaping ordinances that 
might incorporate more xeriscaping principles. http://
www.ocn.me/v16n7.htm#mbot-0620. 

The Monument Planning Commission considered 
the topic for two meetings, but due to irreconcilable ar-

guments at its July 13 and Aug. 10 meetings, it decided 
to forward the item to the Board of Trustees for consider-
ation. See www.ocn.me/v16n8.htm#mpc0713 and www.
ocn.me/v16n9.htm#mpc.

Questions about oversight  
on metro districts

During trustee comments, Medlicott asked Shupp and 
Lowe what oversight municipalities had on metropolitan 
districts, such as Triview, within their boundaries. Shupp 
responded, “None! By statute, they are governmental en-
tities with limited authority, approved initially by county 
commissioners, who could modify their service plan. 
But the state is the only other oversight.”
Village Center Metro District asks for help
During three-minute public comments, two repre-
sentatives of the Village Center Metropolitan District 
(VCMD) southeast of Highway 105 and Knollwood 
Drive addressed the board, stating that they were asking 
for help from the town but that their request to be put on 
the agenda for a 20-minute presentation had been denied. 

Jim Romanello, president of VCMD, said that af-
ter Development Services Director Tom Kassawara left 
in 2014, nobody held the developers accountable on 
the original filings and common areas in Village Cen-
ter. Also, he said, it had originally been zoned for com-
mercial along Highway 105, and VCMD revenue bonds 
were based on that projected revenue. “We will never 
be able to pay even the interest, let alone maintain the 
streets, now that the zoning has been changed to residen-
tial development. We are doing the snow removal and 
maintaining the parks. Could the town take over streets 
maintenance since that zoning was changed?” 
Note: 330,000 square feet of commercial space was 
originally planned in Village Center Filing 4A, but the 
zoning was changed to residential in November 2014 by 
the trustees. See www.ocn.me/v14n12.htm#mbot1103.

Dustin Sparks, vice president of VCMD, said he 
hoped the town could help make the development ap-
proval process work better, because the metro district 
does not actually have any authority in making sure new 
roads and landscaping are really completed before being 
accepted, but VCMD has the responsibility of maintain-

ing those roads. He and Romanello again requested to 
speak about this as a full agenda item in the near future.
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HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 
A Great Gift !

Lessons
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 – Adult 
*Western, English 
   Dressage                  

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team 
*Indoor Arena

286 LUXURY LANE - Immaculate 3,306 sq ft 4 bedroom 4 bath townhome in 
popular Sun Mesa. Large windows for lots of light. Open floor plan. Stainless 
steel kitchen with granite countertops. Great room with a two-sided fireplace 
and walkout to deck. Main-level bedroom shares fireplace and has its own 
walkout. Upper-level master with five-piece bath, walk-in closet, and jetted tub. 
Basement has large family room, wet bar, full bath, and bedroom. $330,000. 

Val Ross-Coy 
Broker Associate 

(719) 237-8787 
vcoy@erashields.com 

val.erashields.com 

GATED CALISTOGA IN FLYING HORSE! New five-bedroom, six-bath ranch-
style home! Phenomenal views of Pikes Peak. Open floor plan. Huge gourmet 
kitchen with 62" stainless steel refrigerator/freezer, Dacor double ovens, large 
granite slab island with Dacor gas 6-burner range top stove, microwave 
drawer, and separate pantry storage. Master suite with fireplace, gorgeous 
bath, and huge walk-in closet. Second on-suite bedroom upstairs. Wainscot-
trimmed study with closet and patio walkout. Private back patio with fireplace 
accessed from the kitchen and master bedroom. Covered front deck to enjoy 
Pikes Peak views. Downstairs walkout patio perfect for a fire pit or hot tub. 
Downstairs wet bar, wine room, and large game room. Three large bedrooms 
in the lower level, one on-suite, and two with Jack-n-Jill bath. Powder rooms 
upstairs and down, large closets, and storage. Mudroom with built-in cubbies. 
Four-car garage. $1,050,000. 

Gophers, Moles and Voles-Oh My!  
We will get rid  
of burrowing  
rodents from 
your yard. 
 

No poison baits, 
no exploding 
bombs, no traps.  
 

Serving the 
Tri-Lakes 
area locally. 

Gophers B-Gone 

(303) 519-5100 
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FREE Chili Supper! 
FREE Intro to Modern 
Style Square Dancing! 

Jan. 10, 7 - 8:30 pm 
Jack Swigert Aerospace Academy 

4220 E. Pikes Peak Ave, Colorado Springs 80909 
Jeff: 719-433-2825 - Debbie: 719-630-1902 

Bring A Friend  


