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$337,202.96 on Sept. 15 is the differ-
ence between one-third of the cost 
for the TLWWTF phosphorus and the 
19.79 percent share of the costs which 
Monument has already paid the TLW-
WTF Joint Use Committee. 

Mill levy option details
Section 24-10-113, C.R.S., authorizes 
MSD to certify the judgment mill levy.  
(See http://law.justia.com/codes/colo-
rado/2016/title-24/administration/ar-
ticle-10/section-24-10-113)

MSD does not have unrestricted 
nonemergency reserves to pay this 
judgment. The resolution states that 
paying this judgment by fully deplet-
ing the district’s operations reserve is 
not in the best interest of the district 
or its customers. The Colorado Legis-
lature enacted Section 24-10-113(3) of 
the Colorado Revised Statutes, which 
states that if a public entity is unable to 

pay a judgment during the fiscal year in 
which it becomes final because of lack 
of available funds, it shall levy a tax suf-
ficient to pay for the judgment in the 
next fiscal year or years in an amount 
not to exceed 10 mills per year. 

The resolution states that Section 
20(1) General Provisions of the voter-
approved Colorado Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights (TABOR) expressly suspends 
the provisions of Article X Section 20(4)
(a) that require prior district voter ap-
proval to increase taxes for the pur-
pose of paying a final court judgment. 
This section also expressly suspends 
the provisions of TABOR Section (7) 
which might subject revenue from the 
district’s judgment levy to TABOR’s an-
nual revenue restrictions. (See http://
law.justia.com/constitution/colorado/
cnart10.html)

The resolution states that the MSD 

Board of Directors considered increas-
ing user fees and/or entering into a 
revenue bond to pay the judgment. The 
board reviewed the district’s finances 
and determined that those options 
would be more expensive and cre-
ate a greater hardship on the district’s 
customers than imposing a one-time 
mill levy on all properties within the 
district. This mill levy property tax may 
be deducted from property owner in-
comes, whereas fee increases are not 
deductible. The resolution also states 
that mill levy is the fastest and most ef-
ficient method of paying the judgment 
and will result in the lowest overall 
costs to the district, its taxpayers and 
customers. 
2018 budget hearing scheduled

The board unanimously approved 
a motion to change the date of the 
regular MSD Dec. 20 board meeting 

to a special meeting on Dec. 13, and 
include the annual board hearing on 
the final 2018 MSD budget during this 
meeting. 

 **********
The Monument Sanitation District 
Board meets on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 9 a.m. The next meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 18 at 
130 2nd St. Monument. For informa-
tion call 481-4886.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

By James Howald 
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District (WWSD) board heard a pre-
sentation from district lawyer Charles 
Norton concerning Judge William 
Bain’s ruling on the lawsuit between 
WWSD and Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict (MSD). District staff also provided 
updates on operational issues. See the 
related lawsuit information in the Mon-
ument Sanitation District article on the 
facing page.

To accommodate the schedules 
of the board members, the meeting 
was held on Sept. 21, one week after 
the usual date for the board’s monthly 
meetings, which are typically on the 
second Thursday of each month

 Judge rules on district lawsuit
Norton told the board that Bain had 
ruled on the lawsuit pending between 
WWSD and MSD, and District Manager 
Jessie Shaffer asked the board to ratify 
Bain’s ruling so that the district could 
move forward to implement the ruling.

According to Norton, Bain ruled 

that MSD must pay WWSD $337,000 
to reimburse it for its overpayment on 
the cost of constructing the Tri-Lakes 
wastewater treatment facility improve-
ments. The ruling specifies MSD will 
pay 8 percent simple interest annually 
on that amount, bringing the total pay-
ment to $360,000. Norton said he antic-
ipated that MSD would pay the amount 
in one year.

Norton added the ruling will allow 
MSD to put in place a special mill levy 
of 7 mills, which would be excluded 
from TABOR regulation, allowing the 
district to pay off the judgement within 
a year.

The board voted unanimously to 
ratify the agreement.

Staff report highlights
•	 Shaffer asked the board to reserve 

some time on Oct. 18 to begin 
work on the 2018 budget. Shaf-
fer said a topic to be discussed is 
whether or not to use the district’s 
cash reserves to pay down debt.

•	 Assistant District Manager Randy 

Gillette reported that the aug-
mentation station on the Chilcott 
Ditch was threatened by erosion 
and would require stream im-
provements to Fountain Creek to 
remediate. 

•	 Revegetation efforts on Wood-
moor Ranch (previously JV Ranch) 
are going well.

•	 Well 11 is receiving maintenance.
•	 The district’s aging radio system 

and telemetry needs to be updat-

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 21 

Lawsuit decided in favor of district

How It Works:
PermaLife™ Finish - Anti-corrosive, multi-layer paint finish 
protects against fade and rain.

Textured Surface - Increases tensile strength to handle  
heavy rainfall, snow load and extreme winds

Nose Forward Design™ - Precise engineered opening  
(water enters, debris and animals stay out)

Premium Engineered Bracket - Reinforced aluminum  
alloyed for load bearing systems. 

With 
Gutter Helmet

Never Clean Your Gutters Again
CALL NOW!

FREE Consultation and Estimate

719.495.2673
GutterHelmetColoradoSprings.com

LIFETIME WARRANTY
Covers Labor, Materials 

and Perfromance.

GUTTERHELMET.COM

NEVER RISK FALLING AGAIN!
• Avoid the nasty and dangerous gutter cleaning chore
• Keeps leaves, needles and debris out year round
• Installs over new or existing gutters
• Backed by a triple lifetime ‘no clog’ warranty

Without  
Gutter Helmet

$300 OFF
A Gutter Helmet System

Offer expires 10/31/17. Call now. Prior sales do not apply. Not valid with any other offer. Certain restrictions apply. 
See sales consultant for details. Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. Credit cards accepted. 


