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Saturday, November 4, 2017
the needed items incrementally. Parts
for old school buses are expensive and
hard to find.
Pfoff said the board has been saving money for so long that they find it
hard to spend it. The district has $6 million in reserves. Pfoff proposed spending $300,000 on three new buses.
The board approved a restoration
of lost steps retroactive to the start of
the 2017-18 school year and the purchase of three buses from reserves. The
cost of the compensation adjustment
will be about $650,000 per year, to be
covered by increased enrollment and
state funding.

Online high school update

Executive Director of Secondary Learning Services Lori Benton, Palmer Ridge
Assistant Principal Kim Sandoval, and
Lewis-Palmer High School Assistant
Principal Bridget O’Connor reported
that students are already benefitting
from the online high school program.
Three full-time students (six to seven classes) and 28 part-time students
(two to five classes) participate in the
program. The provider of the classes is
Fuel Education.
Students are allowed to attend
classes online for two weeks to determine whether this is an appropriate fit
for their needs before committing to it.
The online high school is useful for
students who are homebound, those
with family issues or mental health
problems, and those who are competitive athletes who have conflicts in their
schedules.
The district is now hiring classes,
and each class is only offered at a specific time. The hope is that some district
teachers can develop online courses.

The courses are rigorous, and the
pace is difficult for some. The cost per
course is $175 plus a teacher fee.
The course is updated every night
to give students and parents an idea of
how they are doing.
The online high school is open to
every student. If they fall behind, the
district can request that the course be
offered again.
Superintendent’s update
Brofft shared the agenda for a board
retreat scheduled for December, which
would involve the newly elected director and a discussion led by Dr. Martin
Carcasson explaining the process of
public deliberation.
She reminded the board that,
although the election will be in November, it often takes three weeks for
results to be certified. For that reason,
the new member of the board cannot
be sworn in until after the November
meeting.
Brofft said that new forms for volunteers and new background checks
are being formulated in keeping with
the new School Safety Act, also known
as the Claire Davis Act. She said that
the act deprives schools of protection
from lawsuits unless schools show reasonable care in protecting the safety of
students. The act includes incidents
in schools and at school-sponsored
events. For this reason, the district will
conduct more rigorous background
checks.
Brofft also reported that a recent
parent survey found that 95 percent
of parents were satisfied with district
special education services.
**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education meets at 6 p.m. on the third

Thursday of each month at the district’s
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. The next meeting will be
on Nov. 16.
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