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er they required protection from 
influence of older students

After each table reported some of its 
discussion, an informal show of hands 
determined that the majority would 
favor returning the sixth grade to the 
middle school.

District Superintendent Karen 
Brofft, in response to a question, said 
that such drastic changes could not 
take place until the board decides on 
the use of all facilities and budget pri-
orities.

The discussion regarding the use 
of the Grace Best Education Center was 
more complex and indecisive.

The building itself was constructed 
in three sections: the single-story front 
part that was constructed in the 1957, 
the two-story section added in 1988, 
and the gym. The building is currently 
being used for the Homeschool Enrich-
ment Academy, the Transitions pro-
gram, storage in the oldest section, and 
space for such enrichment programs as 
the robotics team. The gym is frequent-
ly rented for community use.

Although currently contained fol-
lowing abatement in 2008, asbestos 
remains in the older part of the build-

ing, making it impractical for use as an 
elementary school without major im-
provements.

Four options were presented:
•	 Leave the facility as is
•	 Tear down the entire building
•	 Tear down the oldest part
•	 Remodel the building into an el-

ementary school
Some concerns included:
•	 Serving niche programs vs. the 

needs of the district as a whole
•	 Money spent on renovation now 

vs. money spent on new con-
struction in the future

•	 Building a world-class facility vs. 
saving money and having a good 
enough facility

•	 Advancing the district’s vision vs. 
balancing the budget

Architect Doug Abernethy of RTA Ar-
chitects estimated the cost of the vari-
ous options, reminding those attend-
ing that asbestos is in the mechanical 
systems and in the soil around the 
building.

Other concerns about Grace Best 
as an elementary include the proxim-
ity of an assisted living facility and traf-
fic patterns in the area with a narrow 

street to the west and difficulty of ac-
cess for buses.

The Grace Best campus also in-
cludes the district’s bus barn, which 
may need to expand with growing pop-
ulation, and diesel storage tanks.

Due to the complexity of the prob-
lem, the group declined to state prefer-
ences for the use of Grace Best.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Paid Advertisement


