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Dear Lewis-Palmer School Board Majority and Administrators

We, the undersigned Parents and Members of the Lewis-Palmer District 38 Community, write to
respectfully object to the organized protest that was staged against conservative Board Director Sarah
Sampayo by other board members, district administrators, and members of the teachers’ union on
February 16, 2017.

These parties violated numerous board and district policies governing meeting protocol. A letter signed
by administrators containing accusations of disruptive behavior at meetings and online bullying was
read by a D38 Principal while others stood, followed by prolonged applause by protest members.
The exaggerations and distortions in the letter were evident to anyone who regularly observes board
meetings.

Of note was the mention of “teachers” being attacked, which clearly alluded to a single incident in
which one parent complained about one teacher - not “teachers” - on social media. Immediately
following the reading of the letter by a Principal, a former D38 Board Member gave a highly emotional
speechinwhich he listed off the names of individuals in our community who have publicly and privately
challenged administrators and board members about finances, transparency, accountability, students’
rights, and curricula. Later, a current sitting Board Member read off his own list condemning many of
the same individuals mentioned earlier and received enthusiastic applause.

The collection of carefully worded statements made by these protesters was obviously intended to
engulf innocent people, who have not bullied or disrupted meetings, into a group of publicly-named
“offenders.” Worse yet, the Former Board Member falsely claimed that Director Sampayo had attacked
a teacher and requested Sampayo’s resignation. No. Director Sampayo does not participate in social
media, and has never attacked any teachers nor exhibited bullying or disruptive behavior in any way
during meetings, or otherwise.

Director Sampayo has, however, been an independent voice who has faithfully considered parent
and community input from diverse voices on public issues before the board. She has respectfully
challenged the status quo by presenting reasonable concerns about fair treatment of students,
teachers, parents, and taxpayers. She has worked with our State Board of Education and our State
Representative, Paul Lundeen, to secure policies and legislation that protect our children from the
Data-Mining Industry.

We conclude that these outrageously false accusations against Director Sampayo are intended to
silence and disable a duly-elected board member. Because this action was a direct attack on the
particular board member who takes a genuine interest in parent and community input, we consider
it to be a direct attack on us. We urge you, as board members and administrators, to issue a public
apology to Director Sampayo at next month’s board meeting for your coordinated effort to falsely
accuse her and oust her from the school board.
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