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By Jim Kendrick
On Feb. 16, District General Manager 
Kip Petersen briefed the Donala Water 
and Sanitation District board on his on-
going efforts to build consensus on re-
gional and watershed level cooperation to 
meet daunting future potable water, 
wastewater, and reuse issues through 
his work with the Arkansas Basin 
Roundtable, Arkansas River Forum, 
and Pikes Peak Regional Water Au-
thority. The amount of renewable 
surface water produced from the dis-
trict’s Willow Creek Ranch adjacent 
to Leadville in January was 3.7 mil-
lion gallons, while its groundwater 
wells produced 8.7 million gallons. 

The out-of-town absence of Di-
rector Dennis Snyder was excused.

Manager’s report
Petersen summarized early results 
from an Arkansas Basin Roundtable 
grant-funded Upper Black Squirrel 
Creek Groundwater Study regard-
ing the potential for urban and agri-
cultural contamination of the “very 
shallow” groundwater aquifers (50 
to 175 feet deep) in the basin south 
of Calhan where some 5,000 to 8,000 
individual wells have been drilled. 
Several of these wells have higher 
than allowable nitrate levels. The 
nitrate can be traced back to fertiliz-
ers and septic systems. Nitrates and 
other contaminants become more 
concentrated downstream, north to 
south. (http://coloradogeological-

survey.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/
Black_Squirrel_All_Figures.pdf)

Petersen also noted the Catlin Lease-
Fallow Pilot Project that allows farmers 
to lease up to 25 percent of their acreage 
for irrigation water to Fountain, Security, 

the infrastructure to physically use the le-
gally available water. Triview’s legal wa-
ter rights have grown five-fold over the 
last four years, he said.

Cummins said it was “encouraging” 
that Triview has “almost double what the 
forecasted buildout supply would need 
to be in the form of Denver Water Basin 
legal rights.” He qualified the statement 
by emphasizing the Denver Water Basin 
is a finite water supply and that available 
water is based on the Colorado state engi-
neer’s model of the Denver Water Basin. 
The model might or might not accurately 
model the water geology, and it doesn’t 
take into account excessive growth or 
excessive pumping. “However,” he said, 
“the district should feel good that we 
have this in our pocket as we plan for the 
future.”

He also liked that Triview was dis-
cussing water reuse and working on “pur-
ple pipe” water reuse for district open 
space irrigation in 2018. He stated that 
while reuse doesn’t add water to the sys-
tem, it prolongs the 100-year forecasted 
water supply beyond that window. Fi-
nally, he felt Triview’s purchase of FMIC 
renewable water supplies was a “big step 
for the district” and an important part of 
the planning “equation.” 

2016 year-end unaudited 
financial summary

•	 District fund expenditures $4.9 
million, 94 percent of the budgeted 
amount

•	 District fund revenues $5.2 million, 
105 percent

•	 Enterprise fund expenditures $2.6 
million, 98 percent

•	 Enterprise fund revenues $2.4 mil-
lion, 89 percent

•	 Capital projects fund expenditures 
$8.6 million, 445 percent

•	 Capital projects fund revenues 
$807,704, 46 percent

The consensus of the board was that they 
had overestimated what water fund rev-
enue would be in 2016 but that the 2017 
budget was more conservative. Repair 
and maintenance was 952 percent of the 
budgeted amount due to the water leak 
in June and July. The $6.5 million FMIC 
water purchase was not in the budget 
for 2016, but the directors agreed it was 
important to take advantage of the op-
portunity to purchase rights to renewable 
water.

Bolander said that the district would 
receive about $400,000 less in revenue 
next year due to the reduction in property 
tax valuation that just occurred.

Checks over $5,000
•	 National Meter & Automation, me-

ter kits − $7,961
•	 Schmueser & Associates, Sanctuary 

Pointe booster pump station Decem-
ber 2016 ¬− $143,430

•	 Schmueser & Associates, Sanctuary 
Pointe booster pump station January 
2017 ¬− $139,795

•	 DRC Construction Services Inc., 
CCTV pipe inspection − $20,610

•	 Fountain Mutual Irrigation Co., 2017 
assessment fee − $37,500

•	 Fountain Mutual Irrigation Co., aug-
mentation station access − $10,500

Communication with the Town 
of Monument

Bolander concluded the meeting with a 
discussion on how to work better with the 
Town of Monument. He said that in mul-
tiple forums and discussions, the town 
and Triview have agreed to work together 
better but he wasn’t sure exactly what 
Triview and the town could cooperate on. 
See related Feb. 21 Monument Board of 
Trustees article on page 10.

Bolander proposed working with the 
Town of Monument on a bike path along 
Jackson Creek Parkway. He felt it was a 
public safety issue, particularly between 

the storage facility and Lewis-Palmer 
High School. 

Bolander clarified that he misspoke at 
the Jan. 17 Monument Board of Trustees 
meeting about the Pikes Peak Regional 
Transportation Authority (PPRTA) plan-
ning on partnering on the Jackson Creek 
Parkway expansion and that it was actu-
ally the Pikes Pike Area Council of Gov-
ernments (PPACG). He stated that plan 
had been delayed by PPACG for another 
year and for safety’s sake recommended 
they find out the cost of a bike path to as-
sess the feasibility of doing one “on our 
own or with the Town of Monument.” 
See www.ocn.me/v17n2.htm#mbot0117. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m.
**********

The next Triview meeting will be held 
March 14 at 5 p.m. at the Fairfield Inn, 
Mt. Herman Conference Room, 15275 
Struthers Road, Colorado Springs. Meet-
ings are normally held on the second 
Tuesday of the month. Information: 488-
6868 or see www.colorado.gov/triview-
metro. See also “Triview Metropolitan 
District” on Facebook, or Twitter.com/@
TriviewMetro.

Jason Gross can be reached at jason-
gross@ocn.me.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahat-
field@ocn.me.

RE/MAX Properties
1761 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument, CO 80132Visit PikesPeakHomeTeam.com

Kim Rossbach
Phone:  (719) 398-1999
Kim@PikesPeakHomeTeam.com

Experience the Peak of Real Estate Service
PikesPeakHomeTeam.com

Oakdale Terrace - .47 ac - $95,000
Enjoy stunning lake and mountain views!

Star View Circle - .28 ac - $75,000
South sloping lot with mountain views!

Furrow Road - .6 ac - $125,000
Rare level Woodmoor lot adjacent
to large ranch.

Let me put my 20-plus years of experience to work for you! We are your one-stop source for real estate services from Colorado Springs to Castle Rock!
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Elegant Tall Pines Estate
You’ll fall in love with this spectacular
former Parade of Homes winner on 2.7
park-like acres in prestigious Tall Pines.
An exceptional beauty with handsomely
crafted cabinetry throughout, comfy in-
floor radiant heat and three outdoor
seating areas to take full advantage of
breathtaking panoramic views. $1,150,000. 

Call soon for your
private showing!

TIME TO BUILD!

Choose from three beautiful, buildable
lots – perfect for your dream home!

Are you interested in being a candidate? Please contact a member of the nominating committee 
or contact the MVEA Board Nomination Information Line via phone message or email. (Contact 
information is listed below.) A candidate must be a MVEA member and reside in the district 
where there is a vacancy. For additional candidate requirements, visit the Annual Meeting 
webpage at www.mvea.coop by clicking on “Community” and then “Community Events” and 
selecting “Annual Meeting.” Click on “Bylaws,” and go to “Article III, Section 2.”  Before applying, 
please contact either MVEA office at (719) 775-2861 or (719) 495-2283 to verify your district. 
A member may also petition for nomination. Petitions and procedures are available at the Limon 
Headquarters, 1655 5th St., Limon; or at the Falcon Operations Center, 11140 E. Woodmen Rd, 
Falcon, or online at the Annual Meeting webpage listed above. Petitions must be signed by 15 
members of MVEA and returned to either MVEA office by 5:30 p.m., Monday, April 24, 2017. 
A candidate questionnaire must be completed for either nomination by the committee or 
nomination by petition. This questionnaire can be found on MVEA’s website or you can pick one 
up at either office. If you have questions, please contact a member of the nominating committee 
or contact the MVEA Board Nomination Information Line. Candidate questionnaires must 
be received by the nominating committee or submitted to candidate@mvea.org by 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 6, 2017, for the committee’s consideration. If you are petitioning for nomination, 
the candidate questionnaire must be submitted to either MVEA office with your petition no later 
than 5:30 p.m., Monday, April 24, 2017.

During the Annual Meeting on June 8, 2017, at Limon Public Schools in Limon, two 
directors will be elected to Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.’s (MVEA) Board 
of Directors from the following districts:

District 2: Simla, Matheson and a 
portion of the surrounding areas 
(Incumbent Rick L. Gordon)

District 7: Monument, Woodmoor and 
a portion of the surrounding areas 
(Incumbent Donna Andersen-Van Ness)

The “Procedure for Director Elections and Member Voting” is available on MVEA’s 
website at www.mvea.coop by clicking on “Community” and then 

“Community Events” and selecting “Annual Meeting.”

Nominating Committee
District 2: Allan Moore • 13217 County Road 141 •  Simla, CO 80835 • (719) 541-2180

District 7: Erik Stensland • 310 Tam O Shanter Way • Monument, CO 80132 • (719) 963-2285

MVEA BOARD NOMINATIONS

Tel: (800) 388-9881    Website: www.mvea.coop    Stay Connected: Like. Follow. Share.

Now Open! 
2017 

MVEA Board Nomination Information Line
Tel: (719) 494-2528 

Email: candidate@mvea.org

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 16

2017 regional issues and 
major construction discussed


