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2� Bill Anderson Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts��3�
���Sep. 29��/��������

���
��	�,)45�������06+�
��"� 465�� ������� ������ �
������ 7� (	%
)� +.4�6+/5��
������
����������
���

2� Creek Week Community Clean-Up�� ������Sep. 30�� ��
������8
�������������
������9���
	��::�������;��<�������
����
��=�����"
��� �����
���
��� %�
�	��� �
������� �
�
%
��� �� ������ ������ >��
����� ��� ����%
�	��
	����-
�������
��� ��

��� ����
�� ? �	���� ���	� �
��� @+6+��
(	%
)� A����
	�� B�	C�	�
���� ..+�.640�� � �	��	-
�
��1�
���
 ��
��

2� Bethesda Gardens Community Open House�� ������
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2� Kiwanis 2017 Anne Shimek Memorial Empty Bowls 
Dinner & Silent Auction�� *����� Oct 4�� 5�/)06� ������
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2� South Africa’s Kuyasa Kids Choir Concert�� *�����
Oct. 4��/������'�����3
������
���	
�"���������,.+5�
��
���>���8��!�"����!
��������
�
G
	�(	���	��

	-
��&�������
������������
����

��%�
����K�
�����
����
�
�	��
���!�"���	�
��8
���
	�����
�������
%��������-
��
	���
��� �
���� ��
��� �
��� �
� ��
��� �����	���� 
%�
������
����
%�<%�
��	���
����	�
����	����"��(BL<(C���
8����
��	
��������%
������	�
	���������%�����
���
M��-

	���
��� �������������B
��	������ ����	������ �
���
-
 
����
��
	���	�����������
	��������
���"��������

��
���	���
	�'�����3
������(	%
)�!�"����
����	��+�5�0./0��
��"1���
����	�	���

2� MVEA Member Appreciation Day��8���� Oct. 5�� 44�
�����4�������4,55�5���������
�
	������������N��

	���
�
�
���
	����
�����%������	����	���?C���������������
�������
	������F6��(	%
)�.66�0..��..4�

2� Haunted Mines & Colorado Fear Fest 9���	��� �
��-
�

	;��Oct. 5-31��	
���
������
	������
������������
	��
�
��
%�������������
����A�����	��������<A���
 
�����-
�������C
	&���
��� ��
�� ����
%"
	�� �� �	������ <��� ��
-
�������
��
�*AA(��	���
��������
�
�����
������7�(	%
)�
+./�4,,,�� 
	%
1���	����
	���
���� �������	���-
�
	���
���

2� Palmer Lake Art Group’s 44th Annual Christmas 
Arts & Crafts Fair�� 3�
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2� Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Reynolds Ranch Harvest Festival�� ��������	��� Oct. 
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2� Black Forest Arts and Craft Guild 53rd Annual Fall 
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 Shop Tri-Lakes!
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., Sep. 15 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., Sep. 22 

Calendar items due: Fri., Sep. 29 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., Sep. 29 
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The Rabbi’s Corner 

Passing the Plate�
By Oswald Garagorry 

The act of passing the plate to collect tithes and of-
ferings during a church service is a very common prac-
tice in American Christianity. Yet, have you asked your-
self or inquired of your Minister if it was a Biblical prac-
tice? And if so, where in the entire Bible is such instruc-
tion found?   

If this practice is not found in the Bible, why do we 
affirm that our beliefs and practices are founded upon 
Biblical instructions, when they are not?  

I found a very interesting article in the well-reputed 
magazine Christianity Today. In the March 2009 issue, 
Mr. Mark Rogers provided a well-written article entitled, 
“The Story Behind Passing the Plate.” Mr. Rogers stated, 
“As instrumentalists, play or a soloist sings, as ushers file 
slowly down the aisles, congregants give money as an act 
of worship and to support the ministry of the church. If 
the people don’t, the pastor goes unpaid, the building 
never gets built and the Missionaries stay home.” 

“When Christians go to Church, most expect the 
collection of an offering as much as they expect, preach-
ing, singing, and prayer. Unlike preaching, singing, and 
prayer however, the weekly offering did not become a 
fixture in American worship service until the 19th cen-
tury.” www.christianitytoday.com-christianhistory2009 
march. 

I found two very important facts in this reference:  
that it is a “fixture in American worship service” and that 
it started in the 19th century. 

Mr. Rogers is correct in providing this information; 
but these facts can’t be stretched as instruction to Broth-
ers and Sisters that the passing of the plate is a “fixture” 
found in Biblical instruction because he stated that the 
practice began in the 19th century. 

Why do you think that such a non-biblical practice is 
so well-embraced by most religious bodies? I am not ask-
ing this without including ourselves, because in the 12 
years of our existence, we at Aliyah Congregation did 
pass the plate and took two offerings. The first offering 
was taken for the encouragement of a 12 year old boy 
whose parents were going through a divorce and he was 
very sad. The other offering where we passed the plate 
was to help a family that was going through a very diffi-
cult financial time. In both cases, the recipients got 100% 
of the offering taken for them. Those were the only occa-
sions that we indulged in this a non-biblical practice.  

So now in your mind it is very possible that the ques-
tion has arisen: What is the biblical practice? 

It is what the Jewish Community has been practicing 
for thousands of years. And on one occasion in the New 
Testament this practice is described by the Messiah him-
self. It is found in Luke 20:45-21:4. In this text, He warned 
the people about religious leaders and their show of false 
righteousness, and He also tells of a common practice in 
the Jewish Community how tithes and offerings were 
given. In the text, His observation of this practice is stated 
as He describes the existence of “offering boxes” into 
which people placed their offerings and tithes. He de-
scribes rich people putting offerings into the box and a 
poor widow putting in two small coins. He then makes 
the comment “this poor widow has put in more than all 
the others.” He goes on to say that the others gave out of 
their wealth, but this poor widow gave out of her poverty. 
He clarified it further by telling us that she gave all that 
she had to live on. In light of all of this, what is the lesson 
for us? First of all, God watches every coin we put into the 
Puska (offering box). Second from God’s perspective, it is 
not the amount that impresses him but the attitude of the 
heart of the giver. Third, passing of the plate is not in-
structed anywhere in the Bible.  

In conclusion, let me ask you: Why continue the 
non-biblical practice of passing the plate, when the Mes-
siah explained the use of the Puska (Offering Box) as an 
acceptable way to give your tithes and 
offerings? 

Shalom to you.  

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. 
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