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other, nicer-looking fences. 
Another of Shannon’s con-
cerns was truck traffic running 
through Monument and the 
potential for increased danger 
along an already dangerous 
road.

Commissioner Gwisdalla 
asked Shannon what might 
help the Tri-Lakes Collision 
auto repair shop become a 
better proposal for his com-
munity, and Shannon suggest-
ed something like a traffic light 
to prevent unnecessary traffic 
dangers and complications. 

Three residents of the 

Monument Meadows Mo-
bile Home Park also spoke, 
expressing concerns about 
the noise and increased traf-
fic. Questions were also asked 
about what measures would 
be taken to prevent fumes 
from going into the mobile 
homes, potentially causing or 
exacerbating health problems.

The applicant assured 
these citizens that no homes 
should be receiving fumes 
from the paint, because it 
would contain no toxic chemi-
cals and is strictly water based. 
Also, on the topic of noise con-

trol, the garage doors would 
be kept closed as often as pos-
sible. Commissioner Gwis-
dalla recommended lowering 
the speed limit along relevant 
roads, as well as enlisting the 
Monument police force to pa-
trol those specific areas to pre-
vent traffic danger. 

The proposal was ap-
proved 4-3, with Commission-
ers Michelle Glover, Kenneth 
Kimple, and Daniel Ours vot-
ing against. Further condi-
tions were added, focusing on 
the fence and its surrounding 
landscaping. 

Pilot Travel Center
Drexel Barrell & Co. has sub-
mitted a development appli-
cation seeking approval of a 
zone change, preliminary/
final plat, and preliminary/
final PD Site Plan for a Pilot 

Travel Center.
Commissioner Gwisdalla 

opted not to participate in 
discussion and voting on pro-
posal, because he had an op-
portunity to view the project 
beforehand. He did, however, 
state that he likes the project 
and appreciated the care that 
was put into its design.

The proposed Pilot Travel 
Center would be adjacent to 
the southbound I-25 onramp 
on the west side of I-25, south 
of Baptist Road. It would be 
across from a Diamond Sham-
rock gas station on the other 
side of Baptist Road. The prop-
erty is 11 acres, and currently 
zoned for Planned Industrial 
Development. The applicant 
requested that it be rezoned to 
Planned Development.

The site would be separat-
ed so automobiles and semi-
trailer trucks wouldn’t end up 

going the same way. The build-
ing would be built of stucco, 
stacked stone, and tile that 
looks like wood. It would all 
be in earth tones, aside from 
red accents for Pilot brand-
ing. The site would include a 
13,595-square-foot building 
containing many services for 
passing travelers. This would 
include a restaurant—likely 
an Arby’s or Wendy’s—a drive-
through, a PJ Fresh conve-
nience store, Dunkin Donuts, 
showers, overnight facilities, 
and a “drivers’ lounge” with 
seating and TVs. There would 
be a free-standing 60-foot sign 
with digital prices and focused 
light shining on to the sign it-
self. This project would create 
about 80 jobs, half full time 
and half part time, that pay 

Paid Advertisement

In August, Dianna Harris begins her sixth 
year of teaching third graders at Bear Creek 
Elementary School. She taught in Harrison and 
was recognized as a distinguished teacher prior 
to joining Lewis-Palmer School District #38.  
Teaching students how to read is one of Dianna’s 
favorite aspects of teaching, and she relishes 
seeing her students overcome their obstacles. 
According to Dianna, helping struggling 
students, using repetition and movement, is 
one of the joys of teaching. Dianna earned her 
bachelor’s degree in geography, her teaching 
certification, and her master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction from the University 
of Colorado in Colorado Springs. Dianna always 
wanted to be a teacher. Teaching is a venue that 
allows her to practice her mantra of being the 
change you want to see in the world.

The Harris family lives in Monument, and 
Dianna’s two sons attend Bear Creek Elementary 
School with her. Her husband is a landscape 

architect and assistant football 
coach at Palmer Ridge High 
School. Both Dianna and her 
husband are products of LPSD, 
graduating Lewis-Palmer 
High School. They met after 
graduating from high school, 
introduced by mutual friends.

When her family isn’t hiking, skiing, playing 
guitar, football, basketball, or soccer, they emulate 
American Ninja Warrior, one of their favorite 
television shows. They love living in Monument, 
where their lives are very busy during high 
school football season. Dianna is looking forward 
to getting a battery-powered heated stadium 
cushion for the upcoming season. Dianna can 
often be found singing, listening to Jack Johnson, 
walking her golden retriever, or reading BFG 
by Ronald Dahl to her students, and wondering 
if she’ll truly enjoy being a tour guide in the  
Virgin Islands, her post-education dream job.

September 1:  PLC Day,  
No Classes —  
pK-12th Grade

September 4:  Labor Day,  
District Closed 

September 7:  Home School  
Enrichment Academy  
First Day

September 13:   2-Hour Delayed Start/
PLC Day

September 14:  Board of Education 
Meeting, 6 p.m.

September 16:  Community Engagement 
Seminar, LPHS, 8 a.m. 

September 22:  LPHS Homecoming 
Game v. Pueblo County,  
Don Breese Stadium,  
7 p.m.

October 7:  LPSD Hall of Fame 
Induction, LPHS, 2 p.m.

LPSD 
Upcoming Events

Community Engagement Seminar 

Teacher Spotlight: Dianna Harris

On September 16, 2017, Lewis-Palmer School District #38 is hosting a community 
engagement seminar. The public is invited to join Lewis-Palmer School District #38 
and Martin Carcasson, Ph.D., CSU Center for Public Deliberation. Carcasson educates 
communities on aspects of effective cooperation, opening avenues to understanding 
multiple perspectives while moving beyond personal biases. Dr. Carcasson will cover 
topics such as deliberative engagement, facilitation skills, analysis of issues and conflict, 
conflict management, and participatory decision-making techniques. This event will be 
held at Lewis-Palmer High School, September 16, beginning with breakfast at 8 a.m. 
Sessions will run till approximately 3:30. Please RSVP at dsimington@lewispalmer.org.

 

Jacqueline Homa, Broker 
 

(719) 488-2224 

VIRTUAL TOUR:  http://www.imagemaker360.com/154639 

Custom Rancher With Stunning PPK View 

WOW! 5 BEDROOM, 5 BATH, 3 CAR GARAGE, 6,000+ SQ.FT. ON 2.5 
ACRES IN KINGS DEER GOLF COURSE COMMUNITY. SPARKLING 
HARDWOOD FLOORS & NEW CARPET. LARGE ROOMS! MASTER 
SUITE, EXECUTIVE STUDY & 2ND BEDROOM ON MAIN. FOUR FIRE-
PLACES. GOURMET KITCHEN WITH GAS COOKTOP AND BREAK-
FAST NOOK. CENTRAL AIR.  CENTRAL VACUUM. MEDIA ROOM & 
HUGE RECREATION ROOM IN WALK-OUT LOWER LEVEL 
A WONDERFUL PLACE TO CALL “HOME”. .CALL TODAY! $ 775,000. 
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Tina Peterson, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR 
Serving El Paso, Teller, and Douglas Counties  

Direct: 719-460-7614  
Tina@TinaPeterson.com 
www.TinaPeterson.com 

Land and Residential 
Thinking of buying or selling?  

Call me today! 

Bright Meadow Bright Meadow   
Dog GroomingDog Grooming  

Personalized Personalized 
Grooming by a Grooming by a   

Dog LoverDog Lover  
$5 OFF$5 OFF    

for new customers for new customers   

Call for reservationsCall for reservations  
(719) 487(719) 487--91479147  
(719) 494(719) 494--37893789  
Serving the TriServing the Tri--Lakes areaLakes area  

 

Above: Pilot Travel Center 
Vicinity map. Provided by the 
Town of Monument.


