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Monthly arts and crafts

group forming
The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior
Center is looking for anyone interested
in various types of arts and crafts such
as needlework, knitting, beading, col-
oring, or quilting. If you're interested
in any of these activities or have a sug-
gestion of your own, contact Sue, 464-
6873.

County Planning and
Development’s new website
The county’s new Electronic Devel-
opment Application Review Program
(EDARP) allows immediate access to
documents, and development appli-
cation processing. This is part of an
ongoing county-wide effort to give resi-
dents easier access to data and improve
transparency. EDARP is an internet-
based platform that uses Cloud storage
through Microsoft Azure and allows
users access to all county develop-
ment applications dating back to 1947.
The public, consultants, and develop-
ers can see and download electronic
copies of applications for rezoning,
subdivisions, and more. The program
also allows electronic submittal of de-
velopment-related applications, which
will reduce costs to applicants and the
county. For more information, visit

epcdevplanreview.com.

Become a CASA volunteer
Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) offers a volunteer opportunity
like no other. As appointed representa-
tives of the court, CASA volunteers are
empowered to make a lifelong differ-
ence in the lives of abused and neglect-
ed children. To learn more visit www.
casappr.org or contact Uriko Stout, 447-
9898 ext. 1060, urikos@casappr.org.

Free transportation and
handyman services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services
offers free transportation and handy-
man services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If
you need a ride to a medical appoint-
ment, grocery shopping, or the local
senior lunches, a volunteer driver will
be happy to help you. Call 488-0076 to
leave a message for the dispatcher. If
you need grab bars in the bathroom,
a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs
or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-
0076, and leave a message or visit www.

coloradoseniorhelp.com.

Volunteer drivers needed for
seniors’ transportation service
Mountain Community Transporta-
tion for Seniors is a nonprofit, grant-
funded organization that provides free
transportation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60
years old and over. The program needs
additional volunteer drivers. For infor-
mation, email MCSS at mcseniorser-
vices@gmail.com or call the MCSS dis-

patch hotline at 488-0076.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior
Center, new expanded hours
The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior
Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-
Palmer High School Stadium (across
from the YMCA). With the addition of
16 morning exercise classes, the new
hours are Monday through Friday, 8
a.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday, 8:45-10 a.m.; and
Sunday, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. The facility
has a lounge, craft room, game room,
and multipurpose room. Programs in-
clude bridge, pinochle, bingo, national
mah-jongg, Zumba, line dancing, yoga,
chair yoga, tai chi, Pilates, total body
strength, better balance and strength,
and many more! There’s also ping-
pong, Wii video games, puzzles and
board games, refreshments, a lending
library, computers with internet con-
nections, and an information table.
For information about programs for se-
niors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org or

call Sue Walker, 719-330-0241.

Senior Beat newsletter—

subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter
is full of information for local seniors,
including the daily menu of the senior
lunches offered Mon.-Fri. at the Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church,
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. It also
contains the schedule of the classes
and events for the month at the Senior
Citizens Center and senior-friendly li-
brary programs. To subscribe, send an
email with your name and mailing ad-
dress to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.
org. Senior Beat can also be viewed on-
line at www.TriLakesSeniors.org.
County expands services to vets
Three county agencies providing ser-
vices to veterans now have satellite of-
fices at the Mount Carmel Center of Ex-
cellence, 530 Communications Circle,
Colorado Springs. The Veterans Service
office at Mount Carmel is open Mon.-
Fri.,, 8 am.-4 p.m. and closes noon-1
p-m. for lunch. Call 667-3816 for an ap-
pointment. The Pikes Peak Workforce
Center Mount Carmel office is open
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed for
lunch noon-1 p.m.), and is staffed with
two Workforce Center employees who
help veterans with their employment
needs. Call 667-3729 for an appoint-
ment. The county Department of Hu-
man Services also has a Mount Car-
mel office open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Help the Black Forest Animal
Sanctuary (BFAS) rescue animals
Southern Colorado Animal Rescue
BFAS is an animal rescue and rehab
farm that has been helping animals
since 1994. The all-volunteer organiza-
tion has rescued thousands of horses,
farm animals, dogs, cats, and various
small wild animals and birds. BFAS
provides rescue operations, adop-
tion programs, foster and sponsorship
programs, a student/horse education
program, service dogs to veterans, and
local and national rescue efforts. They
also work with local schools and scouts.
Donations are needed for supplies, and
volunteers are needed for day-to-day
operations. To find out how you can
help, call 494-0158, email BFASFarm@
gmail.com, or visit www.bfasfarm.org.

County launches new
community website
Check out all the interesting county
data available for you at http://com-
munity.spatialest.com/co/elpaso/.
CSU Extension launches “Your

Energy” website and blog
The Colorado State University Exten-
sion now has a “Your Energy” website
to help Coloradans make more in-
formed energy decisions. The site in-
cludes decision tools, fact sheets, and
a blog. The decision tools can help you
figure out energy savings from using
more efficient lighting, low-flow show-
erheads, heating and cooling systems,
water heaters, and more. Other tools
can help you understand how much
you spend on heating, cooling, and
baseload electricity and your bottom
line if you install a wind turbine or so-
lar array. Visit the site at http://youren-
ergy.extension.colostate.edu/.

Free gun-lock kit

The Monument Police Department is
offering free firearm safety kits to local
residents through a partnership with
Project ChildSafe, the nationwide fire-
arms safety education program. Each
kit contains gun safety information
and a cable-style gun lock that fits most
types of handguns, rifles, and shotguns.
The Police Department administrative
offices at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop
by during those times to pick up a free
gun-lock kit. For information, phone
481-3253. =

Why advertise in OCN?

* OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail more than 17,400 copies every month and put
another 700 copies in stacks throughout the area. OCN has the larg-
est mailed circulation and the third-largest circulation among local
newspapers in El Paso County after 7he Gazette and The Colorado
Springs Independent. We put copies of OCN into the hands of those
people most likely to buy your products or services: local residents
and businesses.

* OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news. Since 2001,
OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes
area governmental entities and their deliberations and actions. Cred-
ibility is key. Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs off on
the advertisers in that media.

* OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses. As part of
OCN’s long-standing commitment to encouraging the economic
health of the Tri-Lakes area, we offer a significantly discounted ad
rate to local businesses as a way to help local businesses like yours
succeed.

* OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help
stretch your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per
printed copy of any local publication. Since OCN is a monthly pub-
lication, your ad is out there for a month—more than four times lon-
ger than other local papers. Many of our advertisers tell us they’re
still getting calls in the third and fourth week of the month.

* OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren’t tied down. Adjust your ad-
vertising month-to-month to meet your changing needs. Our adver-
tisers advertise with us because they see benefit in it, not because
they’re bound by a contract they signed months before. To reward
frequent advertisers, OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB)
rewards program. You earn up to 10% of your ad cost as a reward
you can use to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The more
you advertise with OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB
rewards program, OCN advertisers have saved more than $57,000!

* You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars support
a unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present factual,
comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area residents.

And the best reason of all: It works!

Randi and Dale Sehestedt, Woodmoor Handyman and Snow Plowing
- “OCN is the only paper we advertise in and it consistently brings
us plenty of good local customers. Great paper and great people to
work with.”

Joan Powers, Powers Pet Porters - “Your ad is a great value and I get
calls nearly every month from it.”

Melissa Riesling, LPC - “Advertising with the OCN has been terrific! I
have so many people tell me ‘I saw your ad!” The OCN is a very af-
fordable way to promote your business in the community.”

Kerri Bohler, The Villa Restaurant - “Thanks for all you have done for
us. Our ad with OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising.
It outshines all the rest.”

Valorie Havercamp, Purple Mountain Jewelry - "1 want you to know
that you are truly appreciated...as is all of the great OCN staff!
Thanks to all for what you do for the community!”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors - “Since I starting
advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my company
while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”

Elba D’Asaro, Spa Medica - “OCN ads work!”

Sarah Groh, Sarah Groh Music Studio - “Your paper has been the best
press I have ever had. Thanks to the OCN ads my plate is full and I
don’t think I could take on any more clients right now.”

Cathy Thompson, Johan Hair Studio - “OCN is my paper of choice
for advertising. The ads John has helped me design have provided
a constant stream of new clients. My ads have paid for themselves
many times over! Thanks John!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work great for me. I tried
other local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I
can work from home and make a decent living. All my work comes
from my ads in OCN.”

Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school - “This is the best ad-
vertising money I've spent! OCN is the best paper in town and read-
ers look forward to every issue. I have seen a big response to my ad
in this paper. I do not need to advertise anywhere else as my other
advertising is word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work to
make this paper stand out from the rest in our community!”

For more information on advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.




