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ideas about items that could be cut, and she would 
prepare a new budget draft that was purposely not 
balanced and would highlight some items that could 
be cut. But instead she brought a new draft budget 
that included the cuts she and Lowe suggested, and 
when Medlicott began making suggestions about 
other items that might be cut instead, Smith said it 
would be better “not to micromanage line by line” 
but to wait make any changes during 2018 as the bud-
get could still be restated after information on actual 
revenue is known. “Staff is incredibly good at keeping 
things in line,” she said.

After an extended discussion, it boiled down to 
several public works parks and other projects that 
were cut in order to find the budget for the late-break-
ing request for the police officer base pay increase. 
These included: permanent bathrooms at Monu-
ment Lake, a downtown Wi-Fi project, a pocket park 
for Washington Street, dock extension at Monument 

Lake, solar lights at Limbach Park, improvements at 
Limbach Park playground, and an electronic ticketing 
system for police. 

Also, millions of dollars in “unfunded” projects 
that were not included in the 2018 budget but had 
been listed for consideration included: a floating 
bridge at north end of Monument Lake, a xeriscape 
demonstration garden, new sports fields at Park Trail 
Park, a mill overlay project, an all-new public works 
facility, a new welcome arch on Second Street, and 
part of the cost for new water tank and transmission 
line. 

Sgt. John Hudson and Sgt. Amanda Molnar both 
spoke in favor of the base salary increase, affirming 
that it would help the current officers as well as at-
tract more qualified applicants. “Yeah, my guys are 
struggling,” Hudson said.

During public comments, resident Nancy 

Above: On Dec. 2, the Monument Board of Trustees 
approved an increase in base salary for Monument 
Police Department officers. Police Chief Jake Shirk, left, 
agreed that this move should attract more candidates 
to apply for positions in the department, which has lost 
several officers and is having trouble attracting new 
applicants. Public Works Director Tom Tharnish, right, 
saw $200,000 worth of projects removed, at least for 
now, from his 2018 parks improvements budget to 
pay for the police salary increases. In 2018, a salary 
review committee made up of town staff and trustees 
will review all other town staff salaries. Photo by John 
Howe.

Monument Hill 
Farmers Market  

 

Come join us 
for our  

INDOOR MARKET! 
Sat., Jan. 20th—9 am-1 pm 
and every third Saturday thru April 
in Grace Best Elementary School  

66 Jefferson Street 
For information, call 592-9420. 

Open 24 hours a day. No contracts. 
No long-term commitments.  

Now expanded with more equipment.  
www.Trilakeswww.Trilakes--Fitness.comFitness.com  

To schedule a tour and complimentary 
workout, call our 24-hour cell phone:  

(719) 232(719) 232--0685 0685  
1728 Lake Woodmoor Drive 

Monument 80132 

2424--Hour Hour   
Fitness Center Fitness Center   

• Gorgeous 35 acres adjacent to Castlewood Canyon 
State Park.  

• 5 bedroom, 8 bath 9,087 sq. ft.,  huge flex room used for 
an exercise room with adjoining bath. 

• Huge gourmet kitchen with new Subzero, Wolfe, and 
Asko appliances, eating nook, beverage bar, and sitting 
area with fireplace.  

• Four fireplaces, beautiful built-ins throughout, Cherry-
trimmed, luxury study/office. 

• Well-appointed wet bar, game area, and family room 
with built-in entertainment center. 

• Over 200 trees of every variety, fully landscaped with 
garden areas and plants providing year-round color. 

• Luxurious four-stall barn with heated water troughs and 
indoor storage. 

• Fenced area for cross-grazing, loafing shed, 15,000 sq. 
ft. sand riding arena. 

• All paved roads leading to home, close to Parker, Castle 
Rock, Denver, and Colorado Springs, minutes from 
Franktown.  

$2,300,000. MLS#1158641 

Val Ross-Coy 
Broker Associate 

(719) 237-8787 
vcoy@erashields.com 

val.erashields.com 

Elegant Equestrian Estate 
1489 E. Rim Road, Franktown, CO 80116 

Elegant Equestrian Estate 
1489 E. Rim Road, Franktown, CO 80116 

17640 Cabin Hill Lane, Black Forest, CO 80908 
0.576 acres in Walden Preserve, pond, views, beautiful for 
a walkout. $145,000 MLS #8797342 

Chef prepared 
meals delivered 
to your home!

To register or 
volunteer for 

 Meals on Wheels 
call 884-2370.

www.silverkey.org

LET’S DO LUNCH!

Schedule a FREE  
Portfolio Analysis* 
Aspen Wealth Planners 

Fee-Only Comprehensive  
Financial Planning 

Investments, Insurance,  
Tax Planning & Preparation,  

Retirement Planning, Budgeting,  
College Funding, and Goal Setting  

 

aspenwealthllc.com 
 

Ross Schmidt 
19390 Greenwood Dr. 
Monument CO 80132 

 

(719) 375 8101 
 

*First ten respondents. Offer good through 1/31/2018. 

Saxophone & 
Clarinet 

Instruction 
 

Beginner through Advanced 
 

Gordon Shaffer, B.M., M.M. 
Monument Resident, Teacher & 

Performer, Former Member of The 
U.S. Army Band, Washington, D.C. 

 

Inspiring Music in our Youth… 
...One Note at a Time 

 

(614) 315-4580 
gordon.shaffer@sbcglobal.net   Know where you stand!Know where you stand!  

Zager, Inc. offers financial CFO/controller services to 
your business. We’ll ensure you get accurate, timely, 
easy-to-read financial reports. 

 
Professional Financial 

Analysis  
Internal Control Evaluation 

and Implementation 
Forensic Accounting and 

Fraud Control 
 

 

One Hour FREE EvaluationOne Hour FREE Evaluation  
First 10 to respond to this ad.  

Good through 1/31/2018. 
Call George Labesky 

 Zager, Inc.  (719) 357-1340 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION 
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH 

 

A Great Gift !

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor 

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team 
*Indoor Arena 

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
         *Dressage


