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figures are determined. 
•	 The recent repair of Jackson Creek Parkway be-

tween Baptist Road and Lyons Tail was completed 
in three days and about $6,000 under budget. 

•	 The district’s bond issuance will be modified to 
include language that defines the parameters un-
der which the district will buy bonds. The district 
seeks to refinance about $10.6 million in loans and 
expects to present more information about the 
bond offering in October. See https://www.ocn.
me/v18n9.htm#tvmd and https://www.ocn.me/
v18n8.htm#tvmd for background information.

•	 The district plans to supply some areas around the 
A-yard wall with irrigation for xeriscaping to fur-
ther improve aesthetics along Jackson Creek Park-
way.

•	 Water Superintendent Sexton reported that Public 
Works crews were practicing mock drills for re-
sponding to water emergencies such as water main 
breaks. He confirmed that the district’s plants 

were running smoothly, and August’s water vol-
ume pumped decreased due to extra rainfall.

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m., after which the 
board met for an executive session for §24-6-402(4)(b)
(e) legal advice, negotiations.
No additional decisions or actions were made following 
the executive session.

**********
The next Triview meeting will be held Oct. 9 at 5 p.m. at 
the Fairfield Inn, Mt. Herman Conference Room, 15275 
Struthers Road, Colorado Springs. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Tuesday of the month. Infor-
mation: 488-6868 or see www.triviewmetro.com. See 
also “Triview Metropolitan District” on Facebook, or 
Twitter.com/@TriviewMetro. Triview board documents 
are available at https://triviewmetro.com/boardDocu-
ments.

Jennifer Kaylor may be reached at 
jenniferkaylor@ocn.me.

By Jennifer Kaylor
The Donala Water and Sanitation District Board of Di-
rectors approved two distinctly different actions when it 
met Sept. 20. An inclusion agreement and a request to 
fund unbudgeted project expenses received affirmative 
responses. Directors and staff proposed ideas to resolve 
stumbling blocks in establishing a long-term excess ca-
pacity contract with the Bureau of Reclamation and re-
maining within wastewater regulatory standards. 

WMMI welcomed aboard
District General Manager Kip Petersen opened the of-
ficial hearing to consider inclusion of the Western Mu-
seum of Mining and Industry into Donala’s services. The 
property already lies within the district’s boundaries but 
currently relies on well and septic. Petersen summarized 
the language of the inclusion agreement stipulating that 
installed utilities would abide by the district’s specifica-
tions and the subject property’s water rights would be 
deeded to the district. Revenue from the museum’s an-
ticipated land sale will enable the long-awaited connec-
tion to the Northgate lift station. 

Having received no written or verbal arguments 
against the inclusion, the board unanimously ratified 
the inclusion proposal. 

Reserve funds preempt 
inflated future expenses 

Reporting on the operations status, Petersen detailed 
additional funding needs that were not supported by 
the budget. He explained that current funds would not 
extend the district’s 2018 portion of the 12-inch water 
main project to the designated Mission Hill Way end-
point but would only complete the project to Sun Hills 
Drive. Continuing to Mission Hill Way, the more logis-
tically and financially effective terminus, would cost an 
extra $375,000, Petersen estimated. 

In addition to the Mission Hill Way pipe replace-
ment, he reported that a short section of water main that 
directs flow from the Gleneagle-Struthers intersection 
narrows from 12 inches to 8 inches and has the potential 
to cause significant problems if water volume increases 
and the pipe is not replaced. Because the El Paso County 
Department of Public Works plans to construct a round-
about at the Gleneagle-Struthers intersection, Petersen 
advised fixing the “neck down” before the county begins 
its construction. He estimated $85,000 as a pre-round-
about cost and hundreds of thousands of dollars if post-
poned beyond roundabout completion. 

Acknowledging that the expenses had the potential 
to increase exponentially if the projects were delayed, 
the directors approved the use of $300,000 from the re-
serve fund. For updates on the water main replacement 
project, see the Donala homepage, http://donalawater.
org, or call 488-3603.

Working with other governance entities
Petersen announced that he submitted an “excess ca-
pacity” contract with the Bureau of Reclamation as a 
backup plan for Willow Creek Ranch water storage in 
2019 if the district’s long-term application is not ap-
proved. Donala’s 40-year, long-term contract applica-
tion has remained elusive over the past eight years. Ac-
cording to the bureau, flow models of how Willow Creek 
Ranch may impact the Arkansas River have taken longer 
than anticipated. Directors discussed how Donala might 
collectively work with other districts to find a solution to 
the costly and time-consuming delays. 

Petersen reported that Donala’s Operations Com-
mittee will determine at its Oct. 10 meeting a course of 
action for implementing new wastewater arsenic com-
pliance measures that take effect at the end of October 
2019. Users of the Upper Monument Creek Regional 

Wastewater Treatment Facility (UMCRWWTF) include 
Donala, Triview Metropolitan District, and Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District. The problem does not lie in filter-
ing the arsenic from the Denver Basin’s groundwater 
wells, which are the source of the arsenic, but in dispos-
ing of the arsenic in concentrations that don’t negatively 
impact the environment. Donala and the other districts 
use surface water—which does not have detectable arse-
nic—as much as possible, but increased water demand 
during the summer requires greater reliance on ground-
water, which increases wastewater arsenic concentra-
tions. 

In May 2018, the board received designs for an UM-
CRWWTF pilot plant, treatment options, potential costs, 
and timelines. The committee must consider whether 
to initiate construction on treatment facility upgrades, 
manage groundwater differently, or trust other innova-
tions that may or may not be tested and available by the 
deadline. The board resolved to prioritize and coordi-
nate action with Triview and Forest Lakes. See also www.
ocn.me/v18n6.htm#dwsd.

Directors received the short-term water service 
agreement between Donala and Colorado Springs Utili-
ties (CSU). The agreement allows the district to continue 
transporting its purchased renewable water from Willow 
Creek Ranch via CSU’s infrastructure and expires Dec. 
31. As an out-of-service-area customer, Donala current-
ly pays the same rate as full-service out-of-service-area 
customers to convey its own water. Seeking to negotiate 
a better rate, the board brainstormed ideas.

Additional items 
Petersen announced other meetings and points of inter-
est that included:
•	 The Donala board scheduled a joint work session 

with the Triview Metropolitan District for Sept. 26 
at the Villa in Palmer Lake.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 20

WMMI and reserve fund use approved; 
regulatory compliance discussed

Help Wanted—Stylist 
Monumental Styles & Company is an established, 
popular, family-oriented salon conveniently located 
in beautiful Historic Downtown Monument. We are 
seeking a fun, passionate, and professional stylist 
with a partial clientele and room for growth in a full-
time booth rental position. 
Please call (719) 487-8660 
for more information.  

Help Wanted 
One shirt press operator. $15/hr. 
Will train. No experience needed. 

Monument Cleaners 
481-4485 

OVER

Civility

Hostility.
Hostility is easy. When someone has a different background 
or worldview than you do, it’s easy to shout them down and 

shut them up. But to actually listen to what they have to 
say? To treat them as an equal? To remember that we’re all 

human beings? 

That’s bold.  
That’s fearless.  

That’s Citizens Project. 

citizensproject.org
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Custom Homes • Additions • Decks 
Remodels/Basement Finishes • Garages & Barns  

20 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 
Licensed & Insured 

 

(719) 440-2873 or (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com 

670 Portland Road, Monument, CO 80132 
Main level living, 4 bd, 3 ba, 3-car garage 
1/2 acre $725,000 Buyers: Call for a tour or  

FREE estimate to build on your own lot. 
Agents: Bring your buyers! 

New Woodmoor Custom Home—Early 2019 

Quality Cleaning 
Detailed, Efficient, Dependable 

Residential and Move-ins/Move-outs 
25 Yrs Experience • References Available 

Also available for Nanny Care,  
Home Care, and Pet Sitting. 

Call Bonnie at (719) 258-7889 


