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Boot Scootin’ Boogie, Apr. 14

Random Acts of Kindness

Above: Those boots were made for scootin’ … and that’s just what they did! A
beautiful evening on the Colorado Front Range―at historic Pinecrest in Palmer
Lake―was the setting for Boot-Scootin’ Boogie and Barbecue on April 14, organized by the nonprofit Awake Palmer Lake group and featuring a one-two musical
punch from Ashtōnz and Latigo. The evening raised about $5,000 for the Awake
Palmer Lake project, which includes the construction of a pedestrian/cyclist walkway over the railroad tracks between the eponymous lake and town. See http://
awakepalmerlake.org/ for information. The crowd of 250 or so was also treated
to a barbecue dinner from Rich Martin’s Smokey the Pig, Nikki McDonald, and
O’Malley’s Steak Pub. For information about upcoming Ashtōnz play dates in Monument, call Charlie Searle at 719-649-0058. Pictured above at right: Ashtōnz
drummer/accordionist Steve Haderle of Monument. Photo by Todd Ryan of the
Black Rose Acoustic Society. Caption by Charlie Searle.

Above: Random Acts of Kindness (RAK) worked on brightening a home living
room on April 14. Grabbing paint brushes, tarps, tape, and a little TLC, volunteer
paint artists brought a sparkling new coat of color to a room with a view in Monument. A few action pictures of paint from the rollers on everyone’s face created
smiles and an impromptu manicure, but the paint ending up on the walls was simply as good as the view outside the window. RAK rocks, thanks to our volunteers.
Residents who either want to give RAK help or ask for help can contact Melinda
Reichal at 719-313-0688 or mreichal@aol.com. Photo by Gordon Reichal.

Healthy Kids Day at the Y

Pine Hills Firewise, Apr. 21

Above: Steve Roscio, left, Ken Emry, and Mark Thompson from the Mt. Herman
neighborhood shared ideas about how to create a Community Wildfire Protection
Plan (CWPP) and work toward becoming a “fire adapted” community, which can
survive wildfires better, at an April 21 meeting of Pine Hills, Green Valley, and
Panorama Acres residents. Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District BC/Fire
Marshal Jamey Bumgarner explained about local wildfire history and the “Ready,
Set, Go!” wildland fire preparation guide. See www.wildlandfirersg.org/ . Other
speakers included Monument Police Community Resource Officer Romano and
volunteers from the El Paso Community Emergency Response Team and the
Community Animal Response Team. Meeting organizers included Karen Jordan,
Jodi Hill, Carol Lynch, Judy Allen, and Nora Birt. Everyone enjoyed a potluck and
conversation with neighbors after the presentations. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Above: The Tri-Lakes YMCA celebrated its 10th birthday by inviting area kids on
Healthy Kids Day to learn about ways to stay healthy, be safe, be active, and
engage with the community. Medical providers such as Centura Health Physician Group Tri-Lakes Primary Care, Northgate Pediatric Dentistry, and LabCorp
provided information about their respective services. Penrose-St. Francis Health
Services made its mobile “Blood Vessel” available for blood donations and educated families about blood. Penrose Sports Medicine Center Children’s Hospital
Colorado incorporated games into its display by having children match helmets to
their respective sports. Officers from the Monument Police Department were available to answer questions. Cathedral Rock Church sponsored a bounce house for
kids to enjoy on-site. Representatives from U.S. Taekwondo Center, Girl Scouts
of Colorado, YMCA Youth Sports, Kids’ Yoga, and the Big Dog Brag Colorado
Mud Run encouraged kids to participate in after-school activities. Pictured: Madelyn Ohmer demonstrates her locust (not lotus!) position at the Kids’ Yoga station.
Photo by Jennifer Kaylor

Great American Clean Up, Apr. 28

Monument History project

Above: TVolunteers grab litter and help beautify the town for the Tri-Lakes area
Great America Clean Up campaign on Saturday, April 28. The volunteers met at the
Third Street Santa Fe Trail trailhead in Monument to get supplies and needy locations earlier that day and went out for several hours to help inspire our community
to keep things beautiful all season. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Above: On the evening of April 24, a group of citizens interested in interviewing
people with stories and recollections of early Monument met as a focus group.
Next year is the 140-year anniversary of Monument. If you have stories to share or
would like to help with the project, please contact Madeline VanDenHoek at 8848013. Photo by John Howe.

