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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
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include events that are open to the general public and are 
not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
requested, for events advertised in the current issue. To have 
your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
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Letters to Our Community
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Content
Articles in Our Community News focus on the de-
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., May 11 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., May 18 

Calendar items due: Fri., May 25 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., May 25 
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Paid Advertisement

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!

Our Community News (OCN), with a circulation 
over �/0$��, is a unique all-volunteer monthly 
����0�0��� /��
��� =�66� +�� ������ �������+�
���� �	������� ��� +��� C��!��'��� ����� OCN is a 
primary source for Tri-Lakes area news that 
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For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.

Our Community News 
is a member of the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce. Visit 

the chamber at www.
trilakeschamber.com

The Rabbi’s Corner 

To Be or Not to Be�
By Lovena Kiser on behalf of Rabbi Oswald Garagorry 

This famous partial quote is from the third act of 
Shakespeare’s play, Hamlet; however, it offers an op-
portunity for a question that each and every believer 
in the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the Messiah 
has an obligation to consider: “What does being holy 
really look like to me?” In Leviticus 20:26 it says: 
“Rather, you people are to be holy for me; because I, 
Adonai, am holy; and I have set you apart from the 
other peoples, so that you can belong to me.” This 
verse is echoed in 1 Peter 1:15, “On the contrary, fol-
lowing the Holy One who called you, become holy 
yourselves in your entire way of life; since the Tanakh 
(Old Testament) says, ‘You are to be holy because I 
am holy.’” 

Over the decades, the concept of being holy and 
its meaning has been muddied…often relegated only 
to “saints,” highly visual religious leaders or individu-
als that claim direct relationship/communication with 
God. Holy has become an acronym for someone with 
moral/righteous behavior above the norm; a person to 
whom others can look up to, believe in, emulate or 
support economically.  

This perception does not line-up with the defini-
tion of holy, which was given by Adonai Himself: “set 
apart.” In ancient times, temple prostitutes were com-
monly declared “holy” because they had been “set 
apart” for the worship of their pagan god.  

So, how does an average Bible-believing man or 
woman achieve holiness? Thankfully, the answer is 
close at hand. However, its simplicity and directness is 
not always a welcome revelation in a world where the 
color of gray has muted the clarity of God’s black and 
white instructions in favor of rationalization enhance-
ment, political correctness, and self-centeredness.  

God’s teaching and instruction on the issue of 
being holy is covered throughout the first five books of 
the Bible. The book of Leviticus is undoubtedly the 
strongest source for these instructions. It is not read-
ing for the faint of heart. In Leviticus 16:1-20:27, the 
name of Adonai is written 54 times (CJB). This in itself 
is an unmistakable statement that Adonai is making…
these are important instructions to Him. Because we 
live in a Republic where the rule of law stands, and we 
are not living in the Land of Israel, or under a Theoc-
racy, the instructions of “putting to death” for unholy 
behavior must be set aside. However, condoning or 
turning a blind eye to these behaviors is also unac-
ceptable. By making a statement “this is not OK”; if 
made by enough people, could create social pressure 
that would change the attitude of a nation to decide 
whether “to be or not to be holy.” 

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
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