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�� Fight Fraud—Shred Instead! Free AARP Elder-
Watch Community Shredding Event, Sat., Jun. 15, 
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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local 
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not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is avail-
able, complimentary calendar listings are included, when 
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your event listed at no charge in Our Community Calendar, 
please call (719) 339-7831 or send the information to calen-
�
����������������������
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ument, Colorado 80132.

Support Our Community.
 Shop Tri-Lakes and 

Black Forest!
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Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!
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For advertising information, contact 
John Heiser, (719) 488-3455, 

ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me.

Support Our Community.
Volunteer with OCN!
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Ad space reservations due: Fri., May 10 
Finished ad artwork due: Fri., May 17 
Letters to the editor due: Fri., May 17 
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The Rabbi’s Corner 
Gun Control

By Oswald Garagorry 
Reprinted from the February 2013 issue of OCN 

The debate goes on and on no matter what time of 
day or night it is. Several issues are involved and 
many opinions are expressed. It divides people into 
groups and it divides people on how our Constitution 
is viewed. Is our Constitution a historical unchanging 
document or is it a living guideline subject to change 
as our society changes? Do we go by what is written 
or do we rewrite it? Do we leave the 2nd Amendment 
as it is…do we ignore or even eliminate its’ authority?  

How about you my dear reader? Which side do 
you take? Please tell me how you arrive at such a po-
sition. It doesn’t matter if people go to church or to 
synagogue you will hear them say, “I think”…or “in 
my opinion”….  

For us who practice Tanakhee Judaism (the life 
style religion given by HaShem/Lord in the Torah) we 
will bring the question to the Torah. What does it say 
about people arming themselves? Whatever it says 
that’s our view, no ifs, ands, or buts about it. As I was 
studying the Torah portion called B’shallach (After he 
had let go). Exodus 13:17 – 17:16. I found my answer, 
“the people of Israel went up from the land of Egypt 
fully armed” v.18. It does not say that the army was 
fully armed, but that the people were fully armed.  

Think about this for a moment, well over a mil-
lion people “fully armed” wandering in the desert for 
40 years; experiencing all kinds of stress and daily 
challenges. Yet there was not even one event like what 
we have seen in the last few years. WHY? There are 
several answers; I’ll give you just a few. Among the 
people it was not illegal to teach their children about 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Mothers did not 
abort or kill their babies. Much to the contrary, read 
how hard Moses’ mother tried to save her baby. Chil-
dren were taught to obey their parents and that was not 
child abuse, it was an expression of their love for 
them. The Torah provided a solution for a rebellious 
child…the child was to be brought before the leaders 
of the community who investigated if the allegation 
was true. If it was so, the child would be stoned to 
death (dear reader, there was never a recorded incident 
of this punishment being enforced, but the threat was 
an attention getter).  

God Himself was not used as a means to make 
money or get votes. God was part of the people’s daily 
lives; His instructions were to be observed and not 
made into a mockery. No individual placed his hand 
on two Bibles and soon thereafter, proclaimed blas-
phemous views that both of those very same Bibles 
condemned. I remember the words of Neil Diamond, 
“Look how far we came; How far from where we used 
to be…”  

Shalom to you.
Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at the Mountain Community 

Mennonite Church,  
643 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
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