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op a partnership with the YMCA as reporting previ-
ously. The answer was no.

Board President Chris Taylor asked whether the 
elementary school would now have room for addi-
tional students and still maintain required social dis-
tancing.

Herrera responded that an additional fifth-grade 
class was added this year and potentially there will be 
room for more next year. There is not currently a wait-
ing list for admission.

Online programming update
Chief Academic Officer Lori Benton and Executive 
Director of Student Services Rick Frampton reported 
on the status of online learning in the new academic 
year.

The options for elementary students are part-

time home school and part-time online, part-time 
in school and part-time online, or full-time online. 
Somers commented that the demand for full-time 
online learning was greater than anticipated.

The elementary program has been developed 
since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Students are connected to their home school via 
a weekly session with their grade level peers so that 
they continue to feel a part of the school. To addition-
ally support social/emotional learning, students also 
meet regularly with a mentor online.

At the secondary level, the options are part- time 
homeschool and part- time online, part-time online 
and part-time in person, or full-time online.

The challenges are the need to reassign staffing, 
communication between staff and students, and the 
need for administrative support. Programs for access 
and email communication are required. At all levels, 
core subjects are available online except for technol-
ogy. 

Sixth-graders can choose two electives each tri-
mester. Interventions and enrichment programs in 
math and reading are also available.

At the high school level, students attend class 
two days a week or full-time online. Core courses are 
taught by district teachers, and some electives, such 
as various Advanced Placement courses, are available 
through a third party.

At the middle school and high school levels, par-
ticipation is monitored and students who do not par-
ticipate are contacted privately. Online mentors are 
also provided.

At present, 322 elementary school students, 171 
middle school students, and 373 high school students 
are participating online.

For further details, please see boarddocs on the 
website, lewispalmer.org, board of education, meet-
ing agendas.

Strategic Plan update
In keeping with the board’s goal of aligning actions 
with the five-year Strategic Plan, Phillips and board 
Treasurer Ron Schwarz reported on implementation 
of the goal of providing a safe, healthy, and welcom-
ing school environment.

In discussing the physical environment, Phillips 
and Schwarz conferred with Chief of Safety and Secu-
rity Dennis Coates.

Projects recommended to add to physical safety 
include the installation of vestibules at all schools, 
improved public address systems, alarms on all outer 
doors, the use of film at doors to avoid glass break-
age, and upgrade of cameras and radios. Needs vary 
by location.

Phillips and Schwarz said that in estimating the 
cost of such improvements, it must be remembered 
that the lifespan of some devices such as the cameras 
is limited and should be figured into future budgets.

In answer to a question, Coates said that most 
of these improvements could be achieved over one 
summer if the budget were approved.

Regarding comprehensive crisis planning to 
emergency preparedness, Phillips said that the dis-
trict has proven this year that this can be done.

Regarding comprehensive health and wellness 
planning and supports, Phillips said that there should 
be various disciplinary choices and social and emo-
tional content such as the empathy program previ-
ously used at the elementary level.

When asked whether these proposals would be 
made to the public, Phillips and Schwarz responded 
that they feel this is premature before other aspects 
of the Strategic Plan were examined.

Coates also commented that it would be inap-
propriate to call attention to vulnerabilities in physi-
cal locations.

Phillips said that she and board Secretary Tiffin-
ey Upchurch could develop a presentation on com-
munity relationships for a future meeting.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 Board of Education usu-
ally meets on the third Monday of each month at its 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Due 
to a school closure on Oct. 19, the October meeting 
will be on the 26th. Seating is limited. Those wishing 
to submit a public comment should contact vwood@
lewispalmer.org by noon of the day of the meeting.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Décor by Diane 

Interior Painting 
No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
Decorbydm@aol.com  or  (719) 491-6852  

Premier Custom Home Builder
New Custom Home Under Construction 

Modern Mountain Design, Cul-de-sac, 5bd/4ba/3-car. 
Main-level living, Woodmoor, Treed 0.80 acres, D-38. $925k.

(719) 440-2873 or (719) 481-6170
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com

Woodmoor Handyman 
Remodels • Electrical • Plumbing 

No job too small 
Call for an estimate today! 
(719) 640-5751 (office) 
(719) 650-7252 (cell) 
1-719-568-2957 (cell) 

RACE 
SHIRT!

ALL PARTICIPANTS  
WILL RECEIVE A  

ONE-OF-A-KIND 2020

All furry friends will receive a race bandana!

REGISTER 
TODAY!

ppymca.org/turkeytrot2020

THE TRAIL MAY BE DIFFERENT,
BUT THE TROT IS THE SAME.

719-203-5642 

 

Sewing machine 
service, repair, 

and sales. Fabric, 
notions, and more. 

Classes. 
The love of sewing is  
our common thread. 

719-203-5642 www.sewintuneservicing.com 
Open Mon. to Sat., 10 am to 5 pm  ● 251 Front St. #12, Monument 

Stop by and shop or come sew with us! 

E Q U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

There is a better way
America’s Leading Discount

Real Estate Brokers
(719) 487-1777       www.COList4Less.com

Owner Care Horse Space  
For Lease 

Private stalls, pastures, tack room, and inside 
hay storage; trailer space available. For multiple 

horses, 3-4 per side. $350-$450/mo. plus 
electricity in Winter. Available now.  

Monument at I-25 exit 163W.  
(719) 964-8771 

Christina Cotton

325 Second St. 
Suite Y, Monument

(719) 488-8660

Book Now for the Holidays!
I am booking 6-8 weeks out.

Christina Cotton
HairStylist, Color Specialist 

Call (408) 705-7446
By appointment only. Gift certificates 

and hair products available!

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service

PLEASE CALL FOR RATES...  (719) 491-4811

  Call for details!
We deliver it to you-dependable and courteous service

www.sharpestcut.com/fi rewood.html

Sharpest Cut  719-491-4811

   FIREWOOD SALE!   FIREWOOD SALE!
We deliver it to you-dependable and courteous service

Great Service - Low Commissions!

Call Today! 719.360.8938

 Welcome to 

Angel’s Heavenly 
Housekeeping! 
Personal Housekeeping 

suited to your needs, your way! 
FREE estimates.

Private Upscale  
Hair Studio 

since 2014

Call or text Faith at (719) 685-6988
faithdanferg@gmail.com • 735 Hillview Rd., Palmer Lake

COVID-compliant one-on-one atmosphere • *Exp. 1/1/21. Offers cannot be combined.

GODDESS Glitter Hair Tinsel
10 strands $30 or 10 strands $15

with color or highlighting* or

10% OFF for seniors, military, and D38 staff*


