OCN

Saturday, March 7, 2020
Police Department, Public
Works, and administration.
Infrastructure: Working
with the Board of Trustees to
present scheduling plans de-

signed to replace our crumbling infrastructure with new
underground pipes, utilities,
and broadband conduit—no
more Band-Aids on failing

systems. In addition to fighting for improvement of our
streets, better street planning,
and better highway access.
■
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Palmer Lake Town Council, Feb. 13 and 27

Storm water planning underway
By James Howald and
Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Town Council met twice in February: Its
monthly meeting was held on
Feb. 13 and a work session was
held on Feb. 27.
At both meetings, planning for compliance with state
regulations on storm water
and the future of the town’s
Fire Department took most
of the council’s attention. The
council also heard a presentation from Awake the Lake concerning its plan to raise funds
by adding plaques to the pedestrian bridge.

Town strives to comply
with storm water
requirements

John B. Chavez of Chavez Consulting Inc. LLC presented
a proposal at the first of the
two meetings to address the
town’s need to better manage
its storm water runoff. Chavez
told the council that Palmer
Lake received a Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit in 2018 and
that the town must provide
its own resources to remain
in compliance with the state’s
requirements. Chavez said the
town received some extra time
to comply with state regulations, but that his investigation
showed the town was about 18
months behind schedule in its
compliance efforts. Failure to
comply could lead to lawsuits
from the state, Chavez said.
The town will need to write
a program description document that details its storm water treatment strategy, Chavez
said, and would also need to
develop and implement six
controls for its storm water
program:
• Pubic involvement.
• Public education and outreach.
• Illicit discharge detection
and elimination.
• Oversight of new construction.
• Post-construction storm
water management.

•

Municipal
Operations
pollution prevention.
The state also requires recordkeeping and annual reporting, according to Chavez. He
added that the town had done
some work on the first two requirements.
Storm water picks up
pollution and is not treated,
Chavez said, so the state requires storm water to be retained for 72 hours so that pollution can settle out.
Chavez said he could
build a plan for the town to address these requirements by
July for about $20,000, and that
implementation costs would
be in addition to that amount.

Chavez told the council that
grants could not be used to
comply with state requirements. He also said if the town
did not meet the state’s requirements, the state would
step in and develop a plan for
the town, which would be less
flexible than what the town
would develop for itself.
Chavez attended the work
session on Feb. 27 to answer
questions from the council
about his proposal.
At the work session, the
council voted unanimously to
approve $26,250 for Chavez to
begin work on the town’s MS4
permit.

E

N

T

E

R

(719) 272-4227
All Medical
Eye Issues

Dr. David Davis, M.D.,FACS (L)
Dr. Michael G. Haas, M.D. (R)
Board-Certified Ophthalmologists

• Allergies
• Cataract Specialist
• Diabetic Retinopathy
• Dry Eyes
• Glaucoma
• Infections
You won’t leave until all of your questions
have been answered!
Less than 15 minutes from Monument!
6385 Corporate Drive, Suite 307, Colorado Springs, CO 80919

www.haasvisioncenter.com

