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Security Dennis Coates.
Superintendent Update

Somers spoke briefly of the recent 
school-related shootings at high 
schools in Aurora, where he used to 
live, saying that such events are hap-
pening too often in this country and 
that he was glad that District 38 is in-
vested in taking care of each other. At 
a previous meeting he had also com-
mented on violent protests at school 
board meetings elsewhere in the coun-
try and his gratitude that citizens in this 
district try to work together toward a 
common goal.

Somers reported that students re-
cently responded to a climate survey 
for grades 3 through 12. Responses are 
being compiled and he hopes to re-
port at the December meeting.

He praised the Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School presentation and said 
that the school is committed to social-
emotional learning, learning self-
management skills, social awareness, 
relationship skills, and responsible 
decision making.

Somers said that he and other 
superintendents are in touch with 
county health officials regarding pos-
sible new guidance, not necessarily 
resulting in new restrictions. He said 
that the availability of vaccines for 
younger children make quarantining 
less frequent.

Somers reported on recent ac-

tivity reflecting the five goals of the 
long-term strategic plan. Among these 
was, in response to priority 2, offering 
a world-class education. The district 
leadership team is in the process of 
visiting each school to see how they re-
spond to the plan. The most recent visit 
was to Ray Kilmer Elementary where 
there are specific learning zones, class-
rooms where students can get addi-
tional help in a specific subject area 
during the school day.

Regarding priority 3, deepening 
professional learning, Somers said that 
a new effort to offer support to new 
teachers and administrators is proving 
successful and that the administration 

has heard staff presentations about 
compensation.

Regarding priority 4, effective as-
set management and use of resources, 
Somers reported that the district is re-
viewing applications for membership 
in the Financial Advisory Committee.

Priority 5 involves internal and 

community communication. There will 
be a post-board meeting recap newslet-
ter emailed to stakeholders and there is 
now a D-38 news website.

Priority 4 update
Chief Financial Officer Overton and 
Somers spoke of the process of creat-
ing a new budget for the school year. 
Overton referred to an exercise during 
the board work session on Nov. 2 where 
board members were asked to priori-
tize use of available funds in support 
of the strategic plan without using dol-
lar amounts. They were asked how the 
success of each initiative could be eval-
uated. This exercise was based on the 
fact that 80 percent of the district bud-
get is devoted to compensation. Some 
of the additional funds have to be held 
in reserve due to TABOR requirements 
and bond servicing.

Following a brief recap of the draft 
budget, Overton said that short-term 
emphasis is on current per-pupil reve-
nue and enrollment figures and the tax 
climate in the state and district. When 
designating the use of revenue, its 

Above: At its Nov. 15 regular board meeting the Lewis-Palmer D38 Bour of Education recognized first responders from 
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December Specials

• $150 Gift Certificate receive a 
FREE BabyFoot ($25 value) 

• $250 Gift Certificate receive a 
FREE AHA/BHA Cleanser ($47 value) 

• $500 Gift Certificate receive a 
FREE Holiday Product Box ($136 Value) 

• $1000 Gift Certificate receive a 
FREE TNS Advanced Serum ($295 Value)

FREE Gifts with purchase of Gift Certificates:

PHONE: (719) 271-0999   |   At The Loft, 4 Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133

• Standing water
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• Back-ups
• Preventative maintenance

Visit our website to 
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Inspections
Pumping

Leach Field Restoration

www.advancedsepticco.com

Let us sell for YOU on the
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site! 

The Blue Sage Merchant
251 Front Street in Downtown Monument

Proudly serving the Front Range for 18 Years!

Professional photographs, 
descriptions & shipping!

We do ALL the work 
so you don’t have to!

Offering Curbside Appointments Only 
(719) 488-1822 or email  BLUESAGECLIENT@Q.COM

For Sale: ASCA/AKC DNA 
Australian Shepherds

 

Champion Sired. Holistically Raised. 
Minimally Vaccinated. Organically Fed. 

OFA’s (X-rays on Hips and Elbows---
Dysplasia Free) 

Genetically Tested - 
Clear on 10 separate diseases

Board-Certified Yearly Eye Exams.
Tails on. (Not docked)

 

Gorgeous, endearing, well-cared for 
puppies. All colors. RTG 

 
719-541-5230 h; 719-651-9302 c

Wishing You Happy Holidays!


