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Why advertise in OCN?

e OCNis mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail more than 21,000 copies every month and
put another 700 copies in stacks throughout the area. OCN has
the largest mailed circulation and the third-largest circulation
among local newspapers in El Paso County after The Gazette
and The Colorado Springs Independent. We put copies of OCN
into the hands of those people most likely to buy your products
or services: local residents and businesses.

OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news. Since its
founding in 2001, OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed
coverage of Tri-Lakes area governmental entities and their de-
liberations and actions. Credibility is key. Advertising in a cred-
ible medium typically rubs off on the advertisers in that media.
OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businesses. As part
of OCN’s long-standing commitment to encouraging the eco-
nomic health of the Tri-Lakes area, we offer a significantly dis-
counted ad rate to Tri-Lakes area businesses as a way to help
local businesses like yours succeed.

OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help
stretch your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per
printed copy of any local publication. Since OCN is a monthly
publication, your ad is out there for a month—more than four
times longer than other local papers. Many of our advertisers
tell us they're still getting calls in the third and fourth week of
the month.

OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren'’t tied down. Adjust your
advertising month-to-month to meet your changing needs. Our
advertisers advertise with us because they see benefit in it, not
because they're bound by a contract they signed months before.
To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has a Frequent Advertiser
Bonus (FAB) rewards program. You earn up to 10% of your ad
cost as a reward you can use to reduce the cost of future OCN
advertising. The more you advertise with OCN, the more you
save. Thanks to our FAB rewards program, OCN advertisers
have saved more than $91,800!

You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars sup-
port a unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area residents and
businesses.

And the best reason of all: It works!

Crystal Wright, Crystal’s In-Home Training - “I have had the
best success with advertising in the Our Community News for
my business. 95% of my new clients are coming from this local
paper, and I couldn’t be more pleased. If you are thinking of
advertising in the Monument area, I recommend you advertise
with this paper.”

Mike Smith, Woodsmith Custom Creations - “OCN is the only
paper that works for me. I've tried other newspapers, one that
comes out daily and another that comes out weekly. Compared
to the results I get from advertising in the OCN the other papers
are flops. I get a fairly priced ad in my targeted area with calls
referencing my ad every month. It can’t be beat!”

Randi and Dale Sehestedt, Woodmoor Handyman and Snow
Plowing - “OCN is the only paper we advertise in and it consis-
tently brings us plenty of good local customers. Great paper and
great people to work with.”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefits Custom Interiors - “Since I
starting advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my
company while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”

Elba D’Asaro, Spa Medica - “OCN ads work!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work great for me. I
tried other local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads
in OCN, I can work from home and make a decent living. All my
work comes from my ads in OCN.”

For more information on advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

Our Community Notices

By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these list-
ings, dates or times are often changed after
publication. Please double-check the time
and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the information number for that
event. Please notify us if your event listing
needs to be updated

Feeling hopeless, anxious, or
depressed? Free help is a phone

call away

Everybody needs a little help sometimes.
Pikes Peak Suicide Prevention Connec-
tion has a support group for young people,
Teen Talk Group, that meets Sundays at 6
p-m. The Adult Peers Support Group meets
Mondays, 7-8 p.m. The Colorado Crisis
Services Line is available 24/7. Call 1-844-
493-TALK (8255). For more information
visit pikespeaksuicideprevention.org, or
call 719-573-7447, or text 719-232-4875, or
email info@pikespeaksuicideprevention.
org. If you are experiencing a life-threaten-
ing emergency, please call 911.

Are you experiencing
hardship due to COVID-19?

Connect with Tri-Lakes Cares for assistance
with groceries, rent or mortgage, utilities,
car repair, and medical assistance at www.
tri-lakescares.org/coronavirus. For more
information, call 719-481-4864.

COVID vaccine information

In El Paso County, vaccination phase 1B.2
began Feb. 8 and vaccination phases 1A
and 1B are underway. Phase 1B.2 includes
seniors ages 65-69, preK-12 educators, and
licensed childcare providers. Phase 1A in-
cludes highest-risk health care workers;
Phase 1B includes seniors 70-plus, first re-
sponders, mid-level risk healthcare work-
ers, and other specific groups. Until the
vaccine is more widely available, it’s critical
that everyone, including those who have
already received the vaccine, continues
to follow prevention measures to slow the
spread of the virus: wear a mask, practice
social distancing, wash hands frequently,
and stay home when sick. Colorado resi-
dents may call 303-389-1687 or 877-462-
2911 for more information on the vaccine,
Mon.-Fri. 9 am.-10 p.m., and weekends 9
a.m.-5 p.m. To learn more about local ef-
forts and providers, visit El Paso County
Public Health’s website, www.elpasocoun-
tyhealth.org.

The Y’s Spring Youth Sports
Register today for flag football, volleyball
& soccer. Find out more at ppymca.org/
springsports See ad on page 6.

Monument Hill Kiwanis grants,

apply by May 15
The Monument Hill Foundation, the chari-
table arm of the Monument Hill Kiwanis
Club, has an annual granting program.
Grants are awarded to charities as defined
by the IRS, to various qualifying youth activ-
ities, and to schools for various educational
activities and scholarships. Applications
will be accepted from April 15 through
May 15. The grant application is available at
monumenthillfoundation.org (select “Ap-
ply for a Grant”)

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 2021

Grant Process is now open
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s (TLWC)
grant application for 2021 will be available
from now through Mar. 31 on the club’s
website, www.tlwc.net. Organizations eli-
gible to apply include nonprofits, public
service organizations, and public schools
that serve the Tri-Lakes area. The applica-
tion package includes instructions as well
as other important qualifying information.
Since 1973, TLWC has provided over $1 mil-
lion in grant funds to local organizations.
TLWC serves to strengthen the foundation
of the Tri-Lakes community through its
volunteer service and annual grantmaking.
For more information, email Shelley Pruett,
Granting@tlwc.net, or visit www.tlwc.net.

McCord’s Garden

Center is open
Spring is on its way. The garden center, lo-
cated at 2720 McShane Dr., Monument. For
more information, call 719-375-3573 or visit
www.mccordgardens.com. See ad on page
5 for a landscaping project gift certificate
offer.

Help snowplows clear our roads
When there is the threat of 2 or more inch-
es or enough sleet, snow, or ice to cause a
solid coating of ice on any street, help the
plow drivers by parking your vehicles in
your driveway or parking lot. Please refrain
from parking on town streets. This is espe-
cially important on residential streets and
cul-de-sacs. Due to the size of the plow
trucks, sometimes it is nearly impossible
to maneuver them around parked vehicles
on the road. If you are parked and block-
ing a safe pass for our plow drivers, police
officers must knock on doors to have own-
ers move their vehicle(s). This action could
be time consuming and take officers away
from their primary function, to keep you
and your property safe. Please help out and
keep your vehicles off the road before, dur-
ing, and after snowstorms.

Sign up for Town of

Monument notifications
The Notify Me feature on the town’s website
allows you to subscribe for topics such as
emergency alerts, road closures, weather,
etc. Visit Notify Me on the website, www.
townofmonument.org/list.aspx, and sign
up for the topics that interest you.

Volunteer for

Monumental Impact
Monumental Impact is a nonprofit in the
Tri-Lakes area focused on enabling and
supporting high school students in tech-
nology, engineering, and entrepreneurship
with experiences and community. Monu-
mental Impact provides opportunities for
students to explore these careers and sup-
ports Bearbotics in their current competi-
tive build season. The group was founded
in 2020 and is now looking for volunteers
to serve on the board of directors and/or
to serve as mentors in our community. To
find out more, call 719-387-7414, email vol-
unteer@monumentalimpact.org, or visit
https://monumentalimpact.org/commu-
nity/.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour
guides, front desk, landscaping, and build-
ing and maintenance. For more details,
contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or email Vol-
unteer@wmmi.org.

The Sisters of Benet Hill
offer spiritual direction,

online and by phone
People of all faiths are welcome to grow in
their spiritual life through spiritual direc-
tion. Sister Therese O’Grady will help you
find a spiritual director; phone her at 719-
473-8764 or email stherese@benethillmon-
astery.org. See ad on page 11.

MVEA board nominations open
The board election will take place during
the annual meeting June 3. If you are inter-
ested in being a candidate, find application
details at www.mvea.coop. For more infor-
mation, phone 719-494-2528 or email can-
didate@mvea.org. See ad on page 12.

Thrift & Boutique is open

The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery have a
shop full of gently used treasures, including
clothing and accessories, household items,
and small furniture at 8674 N. Union Blvd.,
Colorado Springs. Store hours are Mon.-
Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., and Saturdays, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. The phone number is 719-282-
0316. The shop welcomes donations and
volunteers. For more information about
Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery visit www.
benethillmonastery.org.

Driver and vehicle services

available online and at kiosks

Most driver and vehicle services can be
completed online at mydmv.colorado.gov.
Residents can renew their motor vehicle
registration online at mydmv.colorado.
gov, by phone at 520-6240, by mail, or by
self-service kiosks at King Soopers (1070
W. Baptist Rd., Monument) or at the North
Motor Vehicle Office at 8830 N. Union Blvd.
(24/7 kiosk). For more information, phone
520-6200 or visit epcdrives.com. See ad on
page 2 and photo on page 27.

LEAP—Help for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LEAP) is a federally funded program
that provides cash assistance to help fami-
lies and individuals pay a portion of winter




