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ited parking. Please feel free to contact the office to
assist with business that can be conducted by phone
or email for your convenience. Phone: 719-481-
2953, Email: info@palmer-lake.org. Unfortunately,
the Town Hall will not be available to rent for events
through this time. Thank you for your understanding,
and we look forward to celebrating both projects get-
ting completed!

Palmer Lake Vaile Museum to reopen
Plans to reopen soon with several new exhibits upon
completion of the improved handicap accessible
ramp. We are in great need of volunteers to carry on
the work of the society. Visit www.PalmerDivideHis-
tory.org or call 719-559-0837.

Noxious weed removal is our responsibility
As a private property owner, you are responsible for
the removal of noxious weeds on your land to keep
them from spreading. We often see plants we think
are pretty that are really noxious. To see photos to
help you identify local noxious weeds and get tips
on removal and control, see https://assets-commu-
nityservices.elpasoco.com/wp-content/uploads/
Environmental-Division-Picture/Noxious-Weeds/
Noxious-Weed-Control-Book.pdf .

Area code required for
local (719) and (970) calls
Colorado customers with numbers in the 719 and
970 area codes should dial 10-digits (area code +
telephone number) for all local calls. They will still
count as local calls. Check your safety and security
alert devices to be sure they are programmed with
10-digit dialing. You can still dial just three digits to
reach 711 (relay services) and 911 (emergency servic-
es) and other local three-digit services including 211,
311, 411, 511, 611, 711 or 811 are currently available
in your community, dial these codes with just three
digits.
Openings on Monument boards
The Town of Monument has openings on its Planning
Commission and Board of Adjustments. For more in-
formation, visit and to download an application, go to
http://townofmonument.org/261/Available-Board-
Openings.
Openings on Palmer Lake boards
The Town of Palmer Lake continues to seek volunteer
residents to serve on upcoming potential seats for the
Planning Commission, the Parks Commission, and
the Board of Adjustments. The Planning Commis-
sion meets once a month on the third Wednesday.
The Parks Commission meets a minimum of once a
month but also has opportunities to be involved in
Work Groups for various Park areas. The Board of Ad-
justments meets up to once a month on the first Tues-
day, as needed. To qualify, you must be a resident of
the Town of Palmer Lake for a minimum of 12 con-
secutive months and be at least 18 years of age. See
www.townofpalmerlake.com
Volunteer for Tri-Lakes Cares
There are many areas within Tri-Lakes Cares that you
can help serve. Volunteers interact with clients, stock
the food pantry, distribute grocery orders, process do-
nations, pack Snack Packs for local youths, and con-
tribute in many other ways to the success of Tri-Lakes
Cares. Becoming a volunteer is easy and fun. For
details, contact Volunteer Coordinator Nichole Pet-

tigrew, 719-481-4864 x113, VolunteerCoordinator@
Tri-LakesCares.org; or visit https://tri-lakescares.org/
volunteer/.

Tri-Lakes Cares needs us
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human
services organization located in and serving northern
El Paso County through emergency, self-sufficiency,
and relief programs. The community-based, volun-
teer-supported center is a critical resource for our
neighbors in need. The best way to help support Tri-
Lakes Cares is to make a financial donation. For more
information about Tri-Lakes Cares or how you can
help, contact Nicole Pettigrew, director of Volunteers
and Community Partnership, at 719-481-4864 Ext.
111; communityengagementmanager@tri-lakecares.
org; or visit www.tri-lakescares.org.

LEAP—help for heating bills

The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP)
is a federally funded program that provides cash as-
sistance to help families and individuals pay a portion
of winter home heating costs. The eligibility period for
LEAP runs Now. 1-April 30. Application packets will
automatically be mailed to residents who received
LEAP assistance last year at the address where they
were living at that time. To find out if you qualify for
LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (866-432-8435) or visit
www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour guides, front
desk, landscaping, and building and maintenance.
For more details, contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or
email Volunteer@wmmi.org.

Free services for seniors
Mountain Community Senior Services offers free
transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes
seniors. Private transportation to medical appoint-
ments or a grocery store is now provided by Envida,
719-633-4677. If you need grab bars in the bathroom,
a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or railings,
please call 719-488-0076, and leave a message or visit
www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of
the senior lunches offered Monday through Friday at
the Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. It also contains the sched-
ule of the classes and events for the month at the Se-
nior Citizens Center and senior-friendly library pro-
grams. To subscribe, send an email with your name
and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.
org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org.

Foot Care Clinic

A registered nurse examines your feet and provides
foot care advice, toenail trimming. Silver Alliance
Senior Center across the street from the Tri-Lakes
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. By
appointment only, 303-698-9496. $40 charge unless
insured through Kaiser. Info: Nurse Association, 719-
577-4448.

MCSS needs driver volunteers
Mountain Community Senior Services is in desper-
ate need of drivers to drive senior citizens to ap-
pointments. For information on how to help, call

719-488-0076, and leave a message or visit www.colo-
radoseniorhelp.com.

El Paso County services to veterans
If you or someone you know needs food, housing,
transportation, behavioral health counseling, or em-
ployment support, Mt. Carmel continues to be a bea-
con of support for those who served. Please call 719-
772-7000 or email frontdesk@mtcarmelcenter.org to
be connected to a member of the Mt. Carmel team.
For more information, visit www.veteranscenter.org.

Can you volunteer today?

Links to local organizations with an immediate need
for volunteers are listed on the county’s website,
www.elpasocountyhealth.org/volunteering-and-
donations, for groups like Care and Share, Crossfire
Ministries, blood donations, Early Connections (vol-
unteer from home opportunity), foster an animal,
Medical Reserve Corps of El Paso County, Salvation
Army, Silver Key, and United Way (ongoing opportu-
nities).

I-25 MyWay commuting options website
In another effort to improve traveler and worker safe-
ty along the 18-mile-long construction zone of Inter-
state 25 between Monument and Castle Rock, rush-
hour travelers now can take advantage of I-25 MyWay,
anew partnership between the Colorado Department
of Transportation and the Denver Regional Council
of Governments. [-25 MyWay is offering transit, van-
pool and carpool incentives to commuters willing to
try a new mode of transportation between Colorado
Springs and Denver. Taking more single-occupant ve-
hicles off the road helps reduce congestion and en-
hances the environment. Commuters can learn more
about eligibility and types of incentives at i25MyWay.
org. The site will run through the end of construction
in 2022.

Sign up for “Reverse 9-1-1”

The Emergency Notification System (powered by Ev-
erbridge), commonly referred to as Reverse 9-1-1, is
a tool that can make rapid notifications to specific
geographic areas to alert you to emergency situations
including manmade disasters, evacuations, hazard-
ous materials incidents, missing persons, and more.
Reverse 9-1-1 is not the same as Amber Alerts, which
are generated by a different system. You must register
to receive emergency notifications on any phone oth-
er than your landline. You can list up to five locations
and up to eight points of contact. Sign up at www.el-
pasoteller911.org.

El Paso County Hazardous Materials &
Recycling Collection Facility
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/environ-
mental-division/ Appointments required. 719-520-

7878.

Reading tutor volunteers needed
Children’s Literacy Center provides free one-on-one
literacy tutoring to Tri-Lakes children in grades 1-6
who are reading below grade level! Tutoring is at the
Tri-Lakes Senior Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., and our Summer Session will run
through Aug. 14. For more information, to become a
volunteer tutor or to enroll your child, visit www.chil-
drensliteracycenter.org or email Christine Jeffson at

Christine@childrensliteracycenter.org.
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Our Community Calendar

By Janet Sellets
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings,
dates or times are often changed after publication.
Please double-check the time and place of any event
you wish to attend by calling the info number for
that event. Please contact calendar@ocn.me with
changes and additions.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, Pinon
Pines Metropolitan District 1, 2 & 3 board
meeting. Typically meets quarterly on the first
Mon. at 4 p.m. No meeting Jan. 3. Meetings are
held via teleconference. For virtual joining in-
structions and updates see www.forestlakesme-
trodistrict.com.

¢ Monument Board of Trustees meeting, Mon.,
Jan. 3, 17, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets
first and third Mon. Info: 719-884-801, www.
townofmonument.org/260/Board-of-Trustees
for remote attendance links.

e El Paso Board of County Commissioners
(BOCC) regular meeting, every Tue., Jan. 4,
18, etc., 9 a.m. View agendas and meetings at

www.agendasuite.org/iip/elpaso. BOCC land
use meetings are being held every first and
third Tuesday of the month as needed at 1 p.m.
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Ave., Suite 150,
Colo. Springs. Info: 719-520-6430.

o Palmer Lake Board of Adjustments, Tue., Jan.
4, 5 p.m., Palmer Lake Elementary School Li-
brary, 115 Upper Glenway, Palmer Lake. Public
hearing on a variance request to allow approxi-
mately 36 inches of deck stairs into the rear 25-
foot setback for property located at 200 Lake
Ave. A copy of the complete application is on file
at the Town office, 42 Valley Crescent, Palmer

Lake, at 719-481-2953. Dawn A. Collins, Town
Clerk.

o El Paso County Planning Commission meet-
ing, Thu., Jan. 6, 9 a.m. Regional Development
Center, 2880 International Circle, Colo. Springs.
Meetings are live streamed on the El Paso Coun-
ty News & Information Channel at https://www.
elpasoco.com/news-information-channel. Nor-
mally meets first & third Thu. (if required). Info:
719-520-6300, https://planningdevelopment.el-
pasoco.com.

¢ Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District board
meeting, Mon., Jan. 10, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor
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