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By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, 
dates or times are often changed after publication. 
Please double-check the time and place of any event 
you wish to attend by calling the information num-
ber for that event. Please notify us if your event list-
ing needs to be updated.

Santa Fe Open Space now open
The official opening is scheduled for Thu., Apr. 7, 1 
pm by El Paso County Parks. Access to the open space 
trails is available 0.67 mile south of the Palmer Lake 
parking lot or 2.1 miles north of the Monument (High-
way 105) trailhead on the Santa Fe Trail.

Forest Lakes Metro election, May 3
Forest Lakes Metropolitan District of El Paso County 
will conduct a regular election May 3, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Three directors will be elected for a 3-year term. De-
tails are available from the District’s Designated Elec-
tion Official (DEO), Stephanie Net, SNet@spencer-
fane.com.
Seniors Driver’s License Electronic Renewal

With the implementation of the Driver’s License Elec-
tronic Renewal By Seniors Act (HB21-1139), Colorado 
seniors now have the permanent ability to renew their 
driver license or identification card online, but there 
are new laws to understand. Information is online 
via mycolorado.state.us. Some restrictions apply to 
drivers aged 21-80, and drivers over 80 need a special 
doctor’s statement.  Coloradans who are concerned 
about an elder family member’s ability to drive should 
email dor_mvhelpdesk@state.co.us. 

DMV online and kiosks
Clerk & Recorder’s Office provides motor vehicle 
and driver’s license services. 30+ services at mydmv.
colorado.gov. Renew registration online or at a kiosk. 
Make appointments. check in for appointments and 
wait where it’s convenient for you. The DMV encour-
ages Coloradans to skip the trip and use its online 
services whenever possible. So before your next trip 
to the DMV, remember to save time, go online. Visit 
DMV.Colorado.gov/Save-time for more information. 
See epcdrives.com. 

CO 21 (Powers Blvd.) & 
Research Pkwy. construction

Work will be completed in fall 2022 and will consist 
of replacing the current at-grade intersection with an 
innovative Diverging Diamond Interchange by con-
structing an overpass for Powers Boulevard/Colorado 
Highway 21 traffic to move continuously through the 
intersection over Research Parkway. For many more 
details and rendering of final configuration, including 
a video showing new traffic flow, see https://cccpi.
net/cdot-powers-research.pdf.

Black Forest slash/mulch program
Location: Southeast corner of Shoup and Herring 
Roads, drop-off open Apr. 30-Sept. 11, Sat., 7 a.m.-
4 p.m.; Sun. noon-4 p.m., and Tue., Thu. evenings 
5-7:30 p.m. $2 drop-off fee for slash, loyalty card of-
fers a discount. Free mulch, self-loading from May 14 
through Sept. 17. Info: visit www.bfslash.org. 

Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK)
If a disaster happened today, could you easily find 
your crucial household, financial, and medical docu-
ments to recover quickly? Use the checklists in the 
free Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK) to 
ensure nothing is missing. Get the EFFAK at: https://
go.usa.gov/xHC2m. See PSA on page 27.

MVEA planning broadband service
Mountain View Electric Association is planning to 
provide reliable, affordable, high-speed fiber broad-
band service to all its 51,000 members in the next six 
years. MVEA and Conexon Connect teams are now 
designing and mapping the network. For more infor-
mation about MVEA and Conexon Connect’s fiber-to-
the-home project, visit www.mvea.coop/broadband.

MVEA offers rebates
For information on MVEA’s energy efficiency rebates, 
visit www.mvea.coop/save-energy-money/rebates/, 
or call  800-388-9881. 

It pays to use MVEA’s bill paying options
MVEA offers credits for using making auto-pay and 
on-line payments. 
MVEA Outdoor Power Equipment Giveaway

Picture yourself as the winner of an Electric 
Mower+Trimmer Package or an Electric Power-
Washer. Entry deadline May 26, Enter on-line at  
www.mveacoop/greengiveaway. Winners will be an-
nounced at the 81st Annual Meeting June 2 at Limon 
Public Schools. See ad on page 18.

Palmer Lake Arts District forming

The newly forming Palmer Lake Arts District is look-
ing for working artists interested in participating in 
an artist cooperative located in Palmer Lake, working 
artists and persons to organize and manage the coop.  
For inquiries contact beforethegrid@aol.com.

Palmer Lake Vaile Museum to reopen
Plans to reopen soon with several new exhibits upon 
completion of the improved handicap accessible 
ramp. We are in great need of volunteers to carry on 
the work of the society. Visit www.PalmerDivideHis-
tory.org or call 719-559-0837. 

Palmer Lake trailhead parking kiosk
For visitors wanting to park up close to the trailhead, 
patrons will be required to pay for that parking space. 
The kiosk was installed in February and staff is testing 
the hardware. Please note that the kiosk is for debit 
and credit payments only and the parking payment 
receipt needs to be displayed on the dash of your ve-
hicle. Take care to confirm that the license plate num-
ber printed on the receipt matches your vehicle. The 
parking fee is $5 plus processing fee and is subject 
to change for special events, holidays, etc., as deter-
mined by the Town Board. 

Area code required for 
local (719) and (970) calls

Colorado customers with numbers in the 719 and 
970 area codes should dial 10-digits (area code + 
telephone number) for all local calls. They will still 
count as local calls. Check your safety and security 
alert devices to be sure they are programmed with 
10-digit dialing. You can still dial just three digits to 
reach 711 (relay services) and 911 (emergency servic-
es) and other local three-digit services including 211, 
311, 411, 511, 611, 711 or 811 are currently available 
in your community, dial these codes with just three 
digits.

Openings on Monument boards
The Town of Monument has openings on its Planning 
Commission and Board of Adjustments. For more in-
formation, visit and to download an application, go to 
http://townofmonument.org/261/Available-Board-
Openings. 

Openings on Palmer Lake boards
The Town of Palmer Lake continues to seek volunteer 
residents to serve on upcoming potential seats for the 
Planning Commission, the Parks Commission, and 
the Board of Adjustments. The Planning Commis-
sion meets once a month on the third Wednesday. 
The Parks Commission meets a minimum of once a 
month but also has opportunities to be involved in 
Work Groups for various Park areas. The Board of Ad-
justments meets up to once a month on the first Tues-
day, as needed. To qualify, you must be a resident of 
the Town of Palmer Lake for a minimum of 12 con-
secutive months and be at least 18 years of age. See 
www.townofpalmerlake.com.

Tri-Lakes Cares Needs Your Support
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human 
services organization located in and serving northern 
El Paso County through emergency relief and self-
sufficiency programs. The community-based, vol-
unteer-supported center is a critical resource for our 
neighbors in need. The best way to help support Tri-
Lakes Cares is to donate. Visit https://tri-lakescares.
org/donate to find out how to donate money, medi-
cal items, personal supplies, or food. Please check the 
web for current needs in our food pantry at https://
tri-lakescares.org/donate/current-needs. Donation 
drop-off hours are Monday thru Thursday, 10 am to 
4 pm. For more information about Tri-Lakes Cares or 
how you can help, contact Nicole Pettigrew, director 
of Volunteers and Community Partnerships, at 719-
481-4864 Ext. 111.

LEAP—help for heating bills 
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 
is a federally funded program that provides cash as-
sistance to help families and individuals pay a portion 
of winter home heating costs. The eligibility period for 
LEAP runs Nov. 1-April 30. Application packets will 
automatically be mailed to residents who received 
LEAP assistance last year at the address where they 
were living at that time. To find out if you qualify for 
LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (866-432-8435) or visit 
www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

WMMI seeks volunteers
WMMI has positions for docents/tour guides, front 
desk, landscaping, and building and maintenance. 
For more details, contact Loretta, 719-488-0880, or 
email Volunteer@wmmi.org. 

Free services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free 
transportation and handyman services to Tri-Lakes 
seniors. Private transportation to medical appoint-
ments or a grocery store is now provided by Envida, 
719-633-4677. If you need grab bars in the bathroom, 
a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or railings, 
please call 719-488-0076, and leave a message or visit 
www.coloradoseniorhelp.com.
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Monday through Friday at 
the Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. It also contains the sched-
ule of the classes and events for the month at the Se-
nior Citizens Center and senior-friendly library pro-
grams. To subscribe, send an email with your name 
and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.
org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. 

The Sunflower is for people 
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower lanyards, brace-
lets, and ribbons, discreet ways to make the invisible 
visible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly indicates to 
people around the wearer including staff, colleagues 
and health professionals that they need additional 
support, help or a little more time. However big or 
small, your help moves us closer to a society where 
people recognize that an offer of help, understanding 
and kindness can make a huge difference to the daily 
experiences that a Sunflower wearer has. 

Can you volunteer today? 
• OCN needs your help. See article on page 23.
• Links to local organizations with an immediate 

need for volunteers are listed on the county’s 
website, www.elpasocountyhealth.org/volun-
teering-and-donations, for groups like Care and 
Share, Crossfire Ministries, blood donations, 
Early Connections (volunteer from home op-
portunity), foster an animal, Medical Reserve 
Corps of El Paso County, Salvation Army, Silver 
Key, and United Way (ongoing opportunities). 

• The Colorado State University Extension office 
in El Paso County has several opportunities for 
individuals interested in volunteering. https://
elpaso.extension.colostate.edu/volunteer-op-
portunities/

• Committed to building healthy, caring com-
munities, these El Paso County volunteer-based 
and nonprofit organizations rely on the hard 
work of individuals like you. Reach out today and 
find out how you can play a part by becoming a 
volunteer in El Paso County.  Get involved in El 
Paso County volunteering non-profits and orga-
nizations! https://www.americantowns.com/el-
paso-county-co/volunteer-organizations/.

• The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Volunteer 
Program is composed of a collective citizens 
group with a true and common desire to part-
ner with the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office by 
volunteering their services while learning more 
about the internal workings of the law enforce-
ment community. https://www.epcsheriffsof-
fice.com/volunteer-program-0.

• The El Paso County Volunteer Program is a won-
derful opportunity for citizens to learn about the 
various functions of county government as well 
as give back to the community. The County’s 
numerous boards and commissions need your 
experience, talents and time. https://bocc.elpa-
soco.com/volunteer.

• The El Paso County Fair started as a potato fes-
tival in 1905 and has grown into so much more. 
We will be celebrating our 117th Fair, July 16th 
-23rd! https://www.elpasocountyfair.com/p/
getinvolved/volunteer-opportunities

• The Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers is 
a 501(c) 3 nonprofit whose mission is to support 
Bear Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Centers. 
The organization is comprised of an executive 
board of elected officers and a general member-
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