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Resident Hampton said the district can
request an actuarial study annually and
pay for it every other year from the pen-
sion fund for about $3,500 The minimum
state-mandated requirement is every
other year.

Gunderman requested Powell con-
firm the cost of a 2022 actuarial study and
where the funding would come from.

Badger said he would confer with
Hampton and Ackerman to have the re-
cords brought up to date.

The pension board meeting ad-
journed at 5:30 p.m.
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Meetings are usually held on the third
Tuesday of every month at the TLMFPD
Station 1, 18650 Highway 105, at 4 p.m.
The next regular board meeting is sched-
uled for May 17 at 4 p.m. The meetings
are open to the public both in person and
via Zoom. For joining instructions, agen-
das, minutes, and updates, visit www.
wescottfire.org or contact Administrative
Assistant Stacey Popovich at 719-488-
8680.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.
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Above: Emergency Incident Support (EIS) provides hot food, beverages, and a
rest area for about 120 firefighters during the Silver Charm fire (behind The Great
Wolf Lodge) that burned 17 acres and caused the evacuation of 500 homes on April
22. EIS is a unique organization that provides critical support to first responders in
Colorado. They are primarily focused on the Front Range, in El Paso and Douglas
counties. EIS recently achieved several major milestones and accomplishments by
providing support for 60 Pueblo County firefighters along the Arkansas River while
simultaneously providing multiple meals to several agencies and the firefighters that
were fighting a structure fire near Curtis and Patton Roads in El Paso County. In
April, the group traveled as far as Beulah and Custer County to support 60 wildland
firefighters from multiple agencies responding to a brush fire, and the group added
support to feed 60 Teller County wildland firefighters near Mills Ranch Road. EIS
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit group, established in May 2019 and based in northern El
Paso County. For more information, visit www.epceis.com. Photo by Gary Nelson.

Make a Donation in the Tasting Room & PPBC will
MATCH it!

Schwarz thanked former DWFPD
volunteer firefighters Hampton and Lt.
Brian Ackerman for their years of service
to the community and the hard work,
professionalism, and the dedication to
the volunteer training program.

Badger nominated active retiree Wil-
liam Lowes as Hampton'’s replacement.

Gunderman administered the oath
of office to Lowes as the newly appointed
pension board trustee.

Popovich requested the removal of
two agenda items: the review of the al-
location report and pension status report
due to the reports not being ready.

The board approved the agenda with
the revisions, 4-0.

Popovich presented the actuarial
update to the board and said:

o The Firefighters Police Pension and
Association sent a letter to the dis-
trict in November stating that the
district volunteer pension fund was

underfunded by $14,723.

If the district had kept all the vol-
unteers from day 1 (which is not the
case), and everyone qualified to re-
ceive a pension, the district would
have owed $3,200 after the actuarial
study was completed in 2021.

As of Nov. 1, 2021, every member
who was fully vested in the volun-
teer pension fund is receiving the
approved $450 plan increase and,
depending on how many years
served, everyone received vari-
able increases up to the approved
amount. See www.ocn.me/v21nl0.
htm#dwfpd and www.ocn.me/
v21n1l.htm#dwfpd.

The district closed the pension
fund and no longer has any active
volunteer firefighters, therefore no
changes will be made until Septem-
ber 2022, and the fund will not be
underfunded.
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