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By Harriet Halbig
In keeping with this year’s theme, the 
D38 District Accountability Advisory 
Committee (DAAC) devoted emphasis 
to a part of the district’s Strategic Plan in 
April. The month’s theme was developing 
community relationships through com-
munication.

The district has sponsored a se-
ries of five public “Engage and Ele-
vate with D38” events held at various 
schools throughout the district. This 
was the fourth meeting, with the fifth 
to be held at Bear Creek Elementary 
School on May 4.

Superintendent KC Somers, three 
members of the Board of Education, 
and several members of the adminis-
tration were present to listen to citizen 
comments and answer questions at 
the April 12 meeting. Somers said that 
there was an average of 30 citizens 
present at earlier meetings.

Members of the administration 
briefly explained the five steps of the 
strategic plan dealing with safe and 
healthy schools, world-class educa-
tion, valuing employees, fiscal stew-
ardship and transparency, and rela-
tionships and communication.

Board Secretary Tiffiney Upchurch 
said that all actions taken by the board 
are now viewed within the framework of 
the Strategic Plan. The board especially 
stresses step three, seeking ways to im-
prove compensation for staff in the face 
of increasing turnover in the district.

•	 Coach Bill Benton and members of 
the Lewis-Palmer High School 4A 
champion basketball team were 
congratulated for their fifth title.

•	 Career/Technical Education coor-
dinator Jess McAllister spoke of a 
program at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School which is connected with the 
high school Gateway to Technol-
ogy program. The middle school 
has founded an organization called 
Skills USA. Also introduced were 
middle school Assistant Principal 

Amy Sienkoski and Skills USA in-
structors Ken Motta and Paul Lewis. 
A few students displayed their proj-
ects.

During his superintendent update, 
Somers also mentioned the follow-
ing:

•	 Makenna Flores and Amber Wright 
of Palmer Ridge High School and 
Gavin Flores-Caballero of Lewis-
Palmer High School were congratu-
lated for winning Best and Bright-
est scholarships from the Colorado 

Springs Gazette.
•	 Palmer Ridge’s Bearbotics robot-

ics team was awarded the Gracious 
Professionalism Award at the re-
gional competition. They missed 
making the world competition by 
one point.

•	 The Homeschool Enrichment Acad-
emy’s Destination Imagination en-
try passed through regional compe-
tition, was fifth in the state, and has 

been invited to attend the global 
finals.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Educa-
tion meets at 6 p.m. on the third Monday 
of each month in the district Learning 
Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. The 
next meeting will be on May 16.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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and Title programs

• Standing water
• Sewage odor
• Back-ups
• Preventative maintenance

Visit our website to 
learn more about our 

process and how we can 
help you!
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Leach Field Restoration
Immediate Results

Inspections, Repairs

www.advancedsepticco.com

Let us sell for YOU on the
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site! 

The Blue Sage Merchant
251 Front Street in Downtown Monument

Proudly serving the Front Range for 18 Years!

Professional photographs, 
descriptions & shipping!

We do ALL the work 
so you don’t have to!

Offering Curbside Appointments Only 
(719) 488-1822 or email  BLUESAGECLIENT@Q.COM

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908
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If being a part of a family in a 
beautiful home with great care 
would benefit your loved one, 
contact us.

Visit us on-line and read our story
www.NewDayCottages.com

PikesPeakHomeTeam.com
Team@PikesPeakHomeTeam.com

We’ve Moved! 
Come see our new office 
at  15932 Jackson Creek 

Parkway #E Kim Rossbach
719-330-3277

Kathy Tutko
719-439-0362

All offices independently owned and operated

Your LOCAL real estate experts. 
Call today to learn about 

•	 Our	new	Monument	and 
Palmer Lake listings

•	 How	we	can	sell	Your	home	for	
top dollar!

Thursday, May 19th 
5-8 pm

Visit Historic Downtown Monument to 
enjoy a wonderful evening of live music, 

local artists, outdoor activities,  
food trucks, and more!

downtownmonument.org


