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Military retirees, spouses honored

Teens learn preparedness

Chapin honored

Above: The emergency preparedness club at Palmer Ridge High School test-
ed solar oven cooking as an alternative energy source to use when there is no 
power, either after a blizzard or when going camping. In this demonstration, 
the club baked banana muffins in a commercial solar oven (successfully) and 
hard-cooked eggs in a solar oven made out of a reflective car window shade 
(which would have been successful with another hour of cooking). Lessons 
learned: You can’t rush it when doing solar cooking, and it only works when the 
sun is shining and it’s not too windy. Coming up this year, the club members 
will do hands-on learning about first aid, car emergencies, wildfires, and lots 
more, with the support of sponsor Eric Wall. Caption by Lisa Hatfield. Photo by 
Gayle Humm.

Right: Chapter 1100 of AARP 
in Black Forest was one of 55 
groups that took part in Military 
Retiree and Spouse Apprecia-
tion Day at Petersen Air Force 
Base on Sept. 23. This was 
the first time in five years the 
event was held because of re-
strictions during the pandemic. 
Perhaps because of that, this 
year’s attendance was bigger 
than usual. Those in attendance 
represented community service 
and military retirement groups 
from all branches of the Armed 
Forces as well as insurance, 
medical, banking, and other 
groups. A military brass quintet 
serenaded the large turnout. 
Photo by Stan Beckner.

Right: Tri-Lakes Cares Executive Director 
Haley Chapin has been selected as one of four 
honorees for the Colorado Health Founda-
tion’s Nonprofit Sabbatical Program. The pro-
gram awards Colorado nonprofit executives 
with a three- to four-month sabbatical while 
offering charitable funding to help strengthen 
the organizations they lead. Chapin will take 
sabbatical various times next year. Director 
of Operations Julie Keim will take over for 
Chapin when she’s gone. Photo courtesy of 
Tri-Lakes Cares.

Our Community Notices
By Janet Sellers

Although we strive for accuracy in these 
listings, dates or times are often changed 
after publication. Please double-check 
the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the information 
number for that event. Please notify us if 
your event listing needs to be updated.

Community volunteers
Many students need volunteer hours for 
scouting, civics classes, or other clubs vol-
unteering hours. Friends of Fox Run Park 
will have some openings for student volun-
teers (and grownups, too) most of the year. 
Friends of Fox Run Park has openings for 
volunteers for various tasks. Besides tasks, 
the group offers information and skills 
demonstration for each 2-3 hour session, 
and celebrates volunteers at the park with 
the annual community holiday cheer/ or-
nament party in December. The Tri Lakes 
Cares on-site Garden in Monument needs 
volunteers in Fall, Spring and Summer. 
Gardening tasks include preparing garden 
beds, weeding, sowing seeds, and develop-
ing the compost. Bring gardening gloves, 
some tools will be provided on the work-
days. Contact Janet Sellers at JanetSell-
ers@ocn.me or Marlene Brown at Marlen-
eBrown@ocn.me for more information.

MVEA outage notifications
Please add your phone number to your 
MVEA account to streamline outage re-
porting and restoration notifications. To 

report an outage please call or text "OUT" 

to (800) 388-9881. Visit MVEA’s Outage 
Center before the storm. There is informa-
tion about preparing for outages, electrical 
safety, outage reporting, a link to the outage 
map, and more.

Trail repair volunteers needed
Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) 
needs volunteers to help repair the trails in 
the National Forest Open Space surround-
ing the Monument Fire Center. The For-
est Service recently completed the second 
phase of Fire Mitigation work and many of 
the social trails have been damaged. The 
Forest Service relies on FOMP to main-
tain these trails. Trail Repair workdays are 
scheduled on the second Tuesday of the 
month from April-October. Next meeting: 
Tue., Sep. 9,  5 pm. Meet at the Mt. Herman 
trailhead off Mt. Herman Rd and Nursery 
Rd and bring gloves. Tools will be provided.

Get Help in Larkspur
Larkspur Church has a Food Bank and Care 
Center that offer a good variety of non-per-
ishable food items, as well as clothing for 
men, women, and children, some house-
hold items available too. We’re here to help. 
If you are in need, or know someone who is, 
please reach out to Jeff at gethelp@larkspur.
church. If you would like to donate contact 
Jeff by the same email to arrange a pick up.

The Sunflower is for people 
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower 
lanyards, bracelets, and ribbons, discreet 

Zettlemoyer earns Gold Award

Presentation at the Senior Center

Above: Colorado Springs Girl Scout Jillian Zettlemoyer, 18, (in photo) built a 
sandbox for the new Trinity Community Park in Monument. Zettlemoyer spent 
about eight months planning and building the project to earn the Scouts’ Gold 
Award. Fewer than 6 percent of Girl Scouts earn that award. She got help 
from her parents and some Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps cadets. 
The playground is fully compliant with the American With Disabilities Act. It’s 
located behind Trinity Lutheran Church at 17750 Knollwood Drive. Photo by 
Tamara Schwarz.

Above: Nearly 20 people attended a talk about Monument Cemetery at the 
Silver Key at Tri-Lakes Senior Center on Sept. 26. The presentation by Monu-
ment residents Michael Weinfeld and John Howe included almost 50 photos 
of the local cemetery as well as cemeteries in Denver and Silverton, Colo., 
Taos, N.M., and Bridgeport, Conn. The audience heard about the history of the 
cemeteries and how Weinfeld and Howe updated the cemetery files in Monu-
ment Town Hall. Howe worked on the project for 13 years and Weinfeld for five 
years. Photos by Tia M. Mayer.

Super Blue Moon

Above: A super blue moon rose above a high school soccer match at Don 
Breese Stadium on Aug. 30. A blue moon isn’t actually blue. It just refers to the 
fact that it was the second full moon in the same month. The phenomenon is so 
rare, it’s the source of the phrase “once in a blue moon.” The next super blue 
moon won’t rise until January 2037. The celestial event wasn’t a lucky one for 
Palmer Ridge High School. The Bears were shut out by Coronado 2-0. Photo 
by Michael Weinfeld.

Controlled burn, Sept. 25-27

Above: Large plumes of smoke were visible in Monument from the prescribed 
burns on Sept. 25-27. The U.S. Forest Service and the El Paso County Wild-
land Fire Group carried out the three-day controlled burns in Ensign Gulch 
near Rampart Range Road, and Forest Service Road 314. The burn covered 
almost 400 acres and is part of an ongoing effort to reduce forest fire fuel in the 
area. Caption by Natalie Barszcz. Photo by Michael Weinfeld.


