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on Mount Herman Road.

o Battalion Chief Scott Ridings is
making progress with gathering
accreditation information for the
combined district, and the pro-
cess will require one more year of
call data. Thanks to Ridings, the
task is over 90% complete.

e The Community Chipping pro-
gram completed six chippings in
September and has closed until
May 2024. The district is already
scheduling for the next season.

o The former Wescott aerial ladder

truck received a new transmission
replacement and is back in service
(in reserve status).

e An electric tank-to-pump valve,
now obsolete, needed to be fab-
ricated for the small water tender
which is back in service.

e« The Station 4 air-duct vents were
cleaned for about $4,000.

Note: For additional information, see

www.ocn.me/v23nl10.htm#mfd  and

see the MFD article on page 12.

The meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.
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Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District, Oct. 18

Resolution opposes Proposition

HH; preliminary budget proposed

By Janet Sellers

At the Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protec-
tion District (BFFRPD) meeting on Oct.
18, the board approved a posted reso-
lution in opposition to proposition HH
to inform residents about the poten-
tial effects on property tax revenue for
the district and received a preliminary
proposed 2024 budget. The board also
heard about the hiring of four firefight-
ers.

All the board directors were pres-
ent

Proposition HH opposed
The directors discussed concerns
about the potential loss of property tax
revenue if Proposition HH passes in
the Nov. 7 statewide election. In their
resolution (which can be found under
public notices at www.bffire.org) they
stated, “the board were unanimously
opposed to Proposition HH as it was
not only about BFFRPD, it is also about
Colorado special districts (there are
over 2,500 special districts in Colo-
rado). Special districts are an integral
piece of local government in Colorado.
Special districts provide vital life-sav-
ing and critical infrastructure services
throughout Colorado. These services
include fire protection, ambulance,
healthcare, sanitation, wastewater,
parks and recreation, and libraries. Lo-
cal taxpayers and local elected officials
should be making local tax decisions.
The board approved the resolution to
oppose Proposition HH”

Proposed 2024 budget
Fire Chief P] Langmaid presented the
preliminary 2024 budget proposal and
said it was earlier than the normal bud-
get calendar due to the potential issues
with the Proposition HH and increased
property valuations. He suggested the
board consider a budget based on a
15.24 mill levy to stabilize revenues

and avoid a shortfall. He proposed
eliminating the debt on the engine and
the tender, providing a 4.7% cost of liv-
ing increase for employees, and hiring
six firefighters to enable the operation
of the 2005 mid-mount aerial ladder
truck.

Langmaid said budget savings have
been possible due to the wildland fire
deployments of personnel in 2023 cov-
ering wage expenses throughout the
year. Langmaid said it is unknown how
the budget may be affected in 2024
due to the increased property value
assessments and the possible exclu-
sion of dual taxation residents. He said
the district is using foresight to make
the budget decisions for 2024 based
on the ballot initiative of 2018 rather
than the decisions made by the City
of Colorado Springs and the potential
impact to revenue if Proposition HH is
approved.

The board approved Resolution
2023-02, opposing Proposition HH.

Firefighters hired
Four employees were hired and began
work on Oct. 16.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10

p.m.
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Meetings are usually held on the
third Wednesday of the month at sta-
tion 1, 11445 Teachout Road, Colo-
rado Springs. Meetings are open to
the public in person or via Zoom. The
next regular meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m. For join-
ing instructions, updates, agendas,
minutes, and reports, visit www.bffire.
org or contact Director of Public Rela-
tions Brooke Reid at admin@bffire.org
or call (719) 495-4300.

Janet Sellers can be reached at

janetsellers@ocn.me.

tact Director of Administration Jennifer
Martin at 719-484-9011.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

Meetings are usually held every oth-
er month on the fourth Wednesday
at Station 1, 18650 Highway 105. The
next regular meeting will be held on
Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 4:30 p.m. A
Pension Board of Trustees meeting is
scheduled to precede the regular meet-
ing at4 p.m. For Zoom meeting instruc-
tions, agendas, minutes, and updates,
visit www.monumentfire.org or con-
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e Diamond Glow: Buy one get one 50% off
* Facials: Buy one get one 50% off

* Micro-needling: Buy one get one 50% off

° Fiflfler: Mix and match buy one get one 50%
0

e SkinMedica and skinbetter products: mix
and match buy one get one 50% off

e Elaine Brennan Micro-peel: Buy one get
one 50% off

ONE Day ONLY! Black Friday, November 24th 10am-6pm!
Services expire after one year! No transfers. Other terms and
conditions apply

Winter Specials!

5% OFF

: full deck projects™
"110% OFF
& steel-structured decks™ kg
'\\L * hooked for Spring 2024 Yy
.l -

Specializing in Wood and Steel
Deck Construction

hours 5W of Colorado Springs.

the photos!

Western Mountain
Real Estaie

Homes Cabins Land Ranches

Mountain home thoughtfully planned out, built for times like these, and
will accommodate a large family and gatherings! 5/6 BR's and 3 BA's, 6 zones
in floor heat, all inside walls are insulated! Main floor is open and spacious
with a huge country kitchen, abundant hickory cabinets, new granite coun-
ters, new wood-look tile floors, wall oven, dishwasher, 4-burner gas cooktop,
microwave, massive pantry and laundry room off main bedroom. Fantastic
great room with floor to ceiling stacked stone woodburning fireplace, beauti-
ful cedar mantle, and stone hearth. The Prow front offers captivating views of
the Sangre De Cristo mountains! Absclutely breathtaking!

Western Red Cedar T&G ceilings. The main level master is extremely spa-
¢lous and has a very well-appointed 5-piece bath, tweo huge walk-in closets
and a sliding door out to a beautiful covered porch! A designated dining area
is roomy enough for a large dining table as is open to the great room. A large
guest bedroom and full bath finish off the main floor! Overlocking the great
room is a loft space that could be recreational space, craft, office or additional
sleeping space for the grandkids! Lower level is massive! 3-4 bedrooms, open
large family room with pellet stove, and tons of storage. Sliding door to walk
outside! High ceilings make it feel extra roomy. Whole house fan, duct work
installed for AC. In floor hydronic heat. Qutside there are patios, decks, tre-
mendous views, outdoor LP firepit, trees, seasonal pond, Sneaky Creek.

The 50x60 Morten barn has drive-thru RV doer, horse stall possibilities, a
man cave, and a loft with outdoor covered deck! There is a target range out
back, additional RV parking, additional storage buildings, nicely landscaped.
Brick, maintenance-free exterior and SO MUCH MORE! A little under two

SNEAKY CREEK RANCH IN
HOWARD, COLORADO
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Listed at $1,950,000. Call Carol today! Visit www . WesternMtn.com for all

® Carol D. Games

(970) 846-5368 Mobile
(719) 539-1900 Office
carolg@WesternMtn.com
www.WesternMtn.com

Licensed in Colorado and Wyoming

BORDERS DECKS

Established 1999

Call Shaulin Today! (719) 332-6292

shaulinkr@decksbyborders.com
FREE ESTIMATES
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COMMUNITY

It's more than just Home.
Locally Owned and Managed
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JACKSON CREEK

SENIOR LIVING

Learn More
719-259-0448

16601 Jackson Creek Parkway
Monument, CO
JacksonCreekSeniorLiving.com 10 G

WellAge Managed Community

Assisted Living | Memory Support | Independent Living

Visit our website for upcoming events p



