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with the initiatives of the school district and offered 
only third-hand anecdotes to support his vague goals. 
It’s clear he put minimal effort into understanding the 
responsibilities of the board, or even how meetings 
function (it seemed like he’s never attended one). 
Rather than addressing concrete issues, his focus was 
railing against perceived issues such as “indoctrina-
tion” by teachers’ unions or gender issues, deeply 
divisive stances that detract from real issues at hand.

When Olmstead cited a student suicide, he ad-
mitted he didn’t know any details, and he didn’t con-
nect it to any concrete proposal. When he referred to 
a rumored incident of a student’s sexual misconduct, 
he suggested that elected board members should be 
involved in disciplining individual students (com-
pletely inappropriate) and—despite not knowing any 
of the details—put the involved students’ safety and 
privacy at risk. This level of ignorance and careless-
ness is unacceptable for someone seeking to influ-
ence the inner workings of our schools.

Tom Olmstead’s candidacy falls far short of our 
community’s needs, and what I want for schools I 
send my children to. The role of a school board mem-
ber requires a deep commitment to education, a solid 
understanding of the challenges facing our district, 
and a proactive approach to policymaking. Unfortu-
nately, Tom Olmstead has not demonstrated any of 
these qualities and appears more interested in set-
tling personal grievances and promoting divisive ide-
ologies. I urge my neighbors against a vote for Tom 
Olmstead.
Jeremy Borgia

Vote for Tom Olmstead
In an effort to reach anyone interested in finding out 
the truth about Tom Olmstead—who is running for 
the D38 school board—please read carefully.

I am a regular member of a group that sits at Ser-
rano’s coffee shop (several times a week) with Tom. I 
and the members of that group (roughly 10-12 peo-
ple) have known Tom for several years now and will 
attest to the fact that what has been published in OCN 
and Nextdoor by his competition is absolutely not ac-
curate!

If you would consider getting to know Tom for 

yourself, please stop by Serrano’s any weekday around 
8:30 or 9 in the morning and learn for a fact what type 
of person he is and what positive new blood he would 
bring to the school board.

He will be happy to converse and answer ques-
tions about the issues facing the board and will not 
become involved in the character defamation ap-
proach being used by his opponents for the position 
on the board.

In my opinion, anyone affected by the D38 school 
board would benefit greatly from a face-to-face meet-
ing with Tom.
Michael A. Graczyk

Protesting no parking signs 
at Pike National Forest

I live in unincorporated Monument and have been 
walking daily in the Pike National Forest, which is ad-
ministrated by the U.S. Forest Service. The entrance 
to this is on Sunburst Drive. Due to my health issues 
(and that of many other disabled and veterans that 
use these paths), I have driven to the entrance and 
parked out front, off the road as did most of the peo-
ple. Users (and there were hundreds) walked, biked 
and some had their dogs “walk” them. Anyway, some 
nut job just ordered No Parking signs installed in 
front, with a statement that violators would be towed. 
There is plenty of room between the paved road and 
the fenced park. That area is primarily gravel, but 
there is some grass, which is mowed.

This is a small area, maybe 10 acres. The no park-
ing is in front now but not on the other three sides. 
When I questioned the logic of this, I received 6,600 
views on Nextdoor, the local online posting site. I 
have been told that a hot car might ignite the dry 
grass. Problem is that these trails are over 50 years 
old, and there has never been a fire. Worse, now we 
park around the corner, where there is tall, dry grass—
I agree that is a problem. I don’t know what the No 
Parking signs costs, but the solution, supposedly, is to 
put down gravel. For the area I am speaking of, this 
can’t be more than a few hundred dollars. Shouldn’t 
common sense prevail?
Kent Jarnig 
100% VA disabled

Tom Olmstead has my vote
Thank God one of our school board candidates is out 
and about in our community meeting people! Tom 
Olmstead has my vote as he’s directly been engaging 
the public about his ideas and drive to make D38 a 
great experience for all our children.

Tom makes no bones that he believes parents 
have the right to what their children see and learn 
in the district and is driven by his law enforcement 
background to keep our schools safe. He understands 
that not every student wants to go to college, and he 
supports trade schools as a positive alternative to col-
lege. Tom is not in favor of tax hikes—particularly for 
the people in Monument who are on a fixed income. 
But he also supports teacher pay raises and believes 
we’ve not given enough attention to innovative ideas 
to make that happen.

D38 needs a person who wants to see this com-
munity thrive! Tom Olmstead has my vote.
Sherry E. MacDonald

Why a ban on political yard signs?
What in the world is going on with Monument’s Town 
Council? They’ve put a ban on political yard signs. 
Come on!

Last night, I attended an emergency meeting to 
reverse the ban. It was all just a political charade. 

Instead, the Monument mayor and other elected 
officials doubled down, dug their heels in, and chas-
tised the community for wanting the never-before-
enforced ordnance reversed.

I’ve lived in this community for 20 years. Politi-
cal yard signs clutter our neighborhoods for sure, but 
they’re a Constitutional right to freedom of political 
speech!

And in a nutshell, political signs are the way we 
become educated about our upcoming elections.

Did you know there are two candidates running 
for D38 school board. I’ve met Tom Olmstead—he’s 
exactly what we need on our school board today. 

Let’s pass on the word—vote for Tom Olmstead 
for D38!
Gary Marner

By the staff at Covered Treasures

“Don’t wait until the fourth Thursday in November to sit 
with family and friends to give thanks. Make every day a 

day of thanksgiving”—Charmaine J. Forde

Here are some great new releases:

The Exchange: After the Firm
By John Grisham (Doubleday Books) $30
What became of Mitch 
and Abby McDeere af-
ter they exposed the 
crimes of the Memphis 
law firm Bendini, Lam-
bert & Locke and fled 
the country? The an-
swer is in The Exchange, 
the riveting sequel to 
The Firm. Fifteen years 
later, Mitch and Abby 
are living in Manhat-
tan, where Mitch is a 
partner at the largest 
law firm in the world. 
When a mentor in 
Rome asks him for a 
favor that will take him far from home, Mitch finds 
himself at the center of a sinister plot that has world-
wide implications—and once again endangers his 
colleagues, friends, and family. Mitch has become a 
master at staying one step ahead of his adversaries, 
but this time there’s nowhere to hide. 

The War of Words: How American GI Journalists 
Battled Censorship and Propaganda to Help Win 
World War II

By Molly Guptill Manning (Blackstone Publishing) $26
A captivating story of how American troops in World 
War II wielded pens to tell their own stories as they 
made history. As the Axis blurred the lines between 
truth and fiction, the best defense was for Ameri-
can troops to bring the truth into focus by writing it 
down and disseminating it themselves. By war’s end, 
over 4,600 unique GI publications had been printed 
around the world. In newsprint, troops made sense 
of their hardships, losses, and reasons for fighting. 
These newspapers—by and for the troops—became 
the heart and soul of a unit. This stunning volume in-
cludes 14 pages of photographs and illustrations.

Going Infinite: The Rise and Fall of a New Tycoon
By Michael Lewis (Norton) $30
This is the story of the spectacular collapse of the bit 
coin trading company known as FTX and Sam Bank-
man-Fried, the enigmatic founder at its center. Lewis 
takes readers on a wild ride through crypto’s gold 
rush, offering an education in high frequency trading, 
philanthropy, bankruptcy, and the justice system. 

The Vaster Wilds
By Lauren Goff (Riverhead Books) $28
A servant girl escapes from a colonial settlement in the 
wilderness, carrying nothing with her but her wits, a 
few possessions, and the spark of God that burns hot 
within her. What she finds is beyond the limits of her 
imagination and will bend her belief in everything her 
own civilization has taught her.

The Armor of Light
By Ken Follett (Viking) $38
The long-awaited sequel to A Column of Fire, Fol-
lett’s latest book heralds a new dawn for Kingsbridge, 

England, where progress clashes with tradition, class 
struggles to push into every part of society, and war in 
Europe engulfs the entire continent and beyond.
The Complete Mediterranean Cookbook: Over 200 
Fresh, Health-Boosting Recipes (Complete Cook-
book Edition)
By Coastal Kitchen (Cider Mill Press) $34.95
The Coastal Kitchen believes that food is the easiest 
way to create the connection and meaning that we 
all need in our lives. To help build this foundation, 
the editors work to bring the very best recipes, tech-
niques, and ideas from the culinary world into the 
home. The book contains over 200 recipes for bold 
entrees, sauces, sides, pastas, beans, veggies, meats, 
seafood, salads, and desserts. The easy-to-follow in-
structions are suitable for all skill levels.

To Infinity and Beyond: A Journey of Cosmic Dis-
covery
By Neil de Grasse Tyson & Lindsey Nyx Walker (National 
Geographic Society) $30
Drawing on mythology, history, and literature, Tyson 
and Walker bring planetary science down to earth 
and the principles of astrophysics within reach. In this 
entertaining book, illustrated with vivid photographs 
and art, readers travel through space and time, start-
ing with the Big Bang and voyaging to the far reaches 
of the universe and beyond. Along the way, science 
greets pop culture as Tyson explains the triumphs—
and bloopers—in Hollywood’s blockbusters: all part 
of an entertaining ride through the cosmos. For sci-
ence junkies and fans of the conundrums that astro-
physicists often ponder. 
 
Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at 
books@ocn.me. 

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

New fall releases

By Marlene Brown
The Palmer Lake Historical Society (PLHS) held its 
monthly meeting Oct. 19 at the Palmer Lake Town 
Hall. Amy Burch, manager of the bookstore at the 
Navigators located at Glen Eyrie and co-author of The 
Glen Eyrie Story, presented the story. The Navigators 
purchased the property in 1953 and continue to this 
day to house their headquarters for their worldwide 
ministry, castle tours, teas, overnight stays, confer-
ence center with a café and the bookstore. Many oth-
er events are allowed on the property. To book tours 
and for more information go to gleneyrie.org

Glen Eyrie was the home of William J. Palmer 
(1836-1909) and his wife “Queen” (1850-94). Palmer 
purchased the property at the mouth of the canyon 
in Garden of the Gods and began building Glen Eyrie 
for his wife in 1871. His vision was to build an English 
Tudor-style castle in wilds of the West, in the newly 
opened lands of Colorado. Palmer was a brigadier 
general in the Union Army, president of the Denver 
and Rio Grande Railroad and founder of Colorado 
Springs. He had dreams of building Colorado Springs 
as the new Chicago or San Francisco. He founded 
Colorado College and built the first permanent build-

ing on campus that would eventually be downtown 
Colorado Springs. They had three daughters: Elsie, 
Dorothy, and Marjory. 

As the railroad expanded and transportation to 
the West became easier, a train ran from Denver to 
Colorado Springs, opening trade between the two cit-
ies. Palmer Lake became a daily water stop. Palmer 
purchased the land known as the Monument Farms 
& Lake Property, which later become the Town of 
Palmer Lake. Palmer Lake was critical to the railroad 
because the steam engines chugged up to the Palmer 
Divide and had to take on water to head down. The 

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Oct. 19

History of Glen Eyrie presented

By Harriet Halbig
The Monument Library will continue to offer Story 
Times on Tuesdays at 10:30 and Toddler Times on 
Wednesdays at 9:30 and 10 until Nov. 29, when Story 
Times at Monument will be suspended. But Family 
Story Times for all ages will continue to be offered at 
the Palmer Lake Library on Fridays at 10:30.

The Dungeons and Dragons Club for tweens ages 9 

to 12 will meet on Dec. 1 from 4 to 5:30. No experience 
is required, and registration is preferred at 719-488-
2370 or at ppld.org. Look under programs by location.
There will be a teen escape room program on Satur-
day, Nov. 25 from 3 to 4 p.m. Registration is required. 
Bring a friend, have a snack and solve a mystery.

Saturday, Dec. 2, the library will offer a Device 
Drop-in Help Session for adults and seniors from 3 

to 4 p.m. If you are having trouble with your laptop, 
smartphone, or tablet, bring it in and see if we can 
help. Please bring your device and power cord.

The Monument Library will close at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22 and remain closed on Nov. 23 for 
Thanksgiving. The library will reopen on Friday the 
24th.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me

November Library Events

Program schedule change


