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dividual school level.
Board Treasurer Ron Schwarz 

requested that Ridgway determine 
whether the decline is a trend region-
ally and nationwide. He suggested dis-
cussing the issue with the district’s de-
mographer.

Ridgway said there was growth in 
enrollment the previous year, but it was 
less than anticipated.

Ridgway said that funds from the 
Universal Prekindergarten program are 
more robust than the previous use of 
tuition and limited state funding.

He said he is working with state 
legislators to achieve a more consistent 
cash flow over the course of the year. 
Currently, funding from taxes is not re-
ceived until spring, requiring that the 
district maintain sufficient cash to fund 
its commitments early in the year.

Ridgway introduced the board to 
a new graphic to monitor utility ex-
penses and how they are affected by 
the Schneider Electric contract. Water, 
electricity, and gas will be monitored 
separately and expenditures back to 
the 2018-19 school year will be includ-
ed for comparison. Actual and budget 

numbers will be included.
Asked whether there is a guaran-

tee of results from Schneider Electric, 
Ridgway responded that there is a 
guaranteed recovery in the agreement.

The board approved revisions to a 
policy regarding support staff vacations 
and holidays.

Board President Tiffiney Upchurch 
asked about an item in the consent 
agenda regarding a contract with 
Schmidt Construction at the middle 
school.

Executive Director of Operations 
and Development Chris Coulter re-
sponded that the construction at the 
middle school is in response to the 
dangerous traffic pattern resulting 
from buses, cars, and pedestrians ac-
cessing the same area of the lower 
parking lot. This construction will in-
volve repaving and developing the up-
per level lot for buses only.

The board approved the consent 
agenda.

One student and one commu-
nity member made public comments 
regarding the district’s treatment of 
transgender students. They stressed 

that all students should be treated with 
equal regard and respect and that the 
current situation results in unneces-
sary stress and sometimes results in 
suicide.

Student representatives
The board welcomed two student rep-
resentatives from Palmer Ridge High 
School. Senior Kaya Kimmey and soph-
omore David Gallaga were seated with 
the board and encouraged to enter dis-
cussions on reports and initiatives. The 
students are non-voting members and 
are responsible for sharing information 
with their student bodies.

Students from the two high schools 
will alternate attendance monthly to 
see how local government works.

American Legion recognition
The board recognized American Le-
gion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 for its efforts to 
educate students about the Constitu-
tion. Veterans visited classrooms, dis-
cussed the Constitution, and answered 
students’ questions.

Vice Commander Terri Carver said 
it was encouraging that students got in-
volved in the instruction and that the 
post has obtained 500 pocket Constitu-
tions for distribution.

The American Legion also encour-
ages high school juniors to apply to at-
tend Boys State and Girls State during 
the summer.

Post member John Russell, action 
officer for Boys State, asked to meet 
with guidance counselors to promote 
attendance at Boys State and Girls 
State.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D38 Board of Edu-
cation usually meets at 6 p.m. on the 
third Monday of the month. Due the 
school closures for Thanksgiving break, 
the November meeting will be on Nov. 
27 at the district’s learning center, 146 
Jefferson St. in Monument. For further 
information, contact vwood@lewis-
palmer.org.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: At the Oct 23 school board meeting, the D38 recognized American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11 for their work 
educating the next generation on the United States Constitution, American democracy, and patriotism by having veterans 
in the classroom. The American Legion also raises funds for high school student scholarships and sponsors high 
school juniors to attend the American League Auxiliary summer leadership programs. From left are board member Kris 
Norris, student representative Kaia of Palmer Ridge High School (PRHS), board vice president Theres Phillips, student 
representative David of PRHS, John Russell, Mike Christensen, Terry  Carver, and Randy Fritz of the American Legion, 
and board president Tiffiney Upchurch, board member Matt Clawson, Assistant Superintendent Amber Whetstine and 
board member Ron Schwarz. Photo by Jackie Burhans
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Leach Field Restoration
Immediate Results
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N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908
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If being a part of a family in a 
beautiful home with great care 
would benefit your loved one, 
contact us.

Visit us on-line and read our story
www.NewDayCottages.com

NOEL RELIEF CENTERS
A NEW APPROACH TO PAIN RELIEF

We offer several new treatment options 
for pain relief and optimal health.  

*** $39 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL *** 
Includes Consultation with Dr. Noel, Pulstar 

Electronic Spinal Alignment, Physical and 
Neurological Exam, and Report of Findings.

950 Baptist Rd #130, Monument, CO 80132

(719) 359-9947 
https://noelreliefcenters.com    •    info@noelreliefcenters.com

CONDITIONS TREATED: Back Pain • Neck Pain • 
Headaches / Migraines • Sciatica • Arthritis • Tendonitis • 

Herniated Disc • Frozen Shoulder • Trigger Finger • 
Rotator Cuff Syndrome • Plantar Fasciitis • Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome • Jaw Pain / TMJ Syndrome • Sports Injuries • 

Sprain / Strain Injuries • Fibromyalgia • More… 

Join the Southeastern Colorado Alpaca Breeders celebration 
of the 18th Annual Holiday Alpaca Extravaganza.  
+ Meet alpacas and experience the luxury of alpaca 
+ Alpaca garments, fashion apparel & accessories
   wil l  be available for early holiday shopping. 
+ Crafters wil l  f ind f leeces, roving, batts,  and yarn in
   a wide variety of colors.
+ A Face Painting art ist  wil l  be available+ A Face Painting art ist  wil l  be available
This FREE event is open to al l .  

Black Forest  Com m unity Club is located at  
12350 Black Forest  Rd.  just  north of  Shoup 
Rd.   For latest  inform at ion see our web page 
at  ht tp: / /secab-extravaganza.weebly.com /  or  
cal l   719-330-7349

Mark Your Calendar
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9AM to 5PM
Sunday, Nov.19 from 10AM to 4PM
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