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wildland fire experience in an 
exchange program in Orange 
County, Calif., from Feb. 5-9, 
2024. The exchange program is 
organized by the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs’ Fire 
Department Exchange Pro-
gram, Wildland Program Divi-
sion. 

• Lt. Chris Keough resigned from 
the district to take a position 
with CSFD. The district will 
identify a replacement inter-
nally.

Fire hydrants added
Tom Tharnish, Town of Monu-

ment Director of Public Works, 
said the 2-million-gallon water 
tank installed in Forest View Acres 
(west Monument) is operational 
along with the 19 fire hydrants in-
stalled from Forest View Way, some 
neighborhoods in Red Rock Ranch, 
through Cloven Hoof Road and east 
along Highway 105. A newly in-
stalled water pipeline connects the 
system from Monument Lake along 
the same route as the fire hydrants, 
under the Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe Railroad bridge, and south 
on Beacon Lite Road. 

Tharnish said the hydrants are 

active and should a disruption oc-
cur, the Fire Department should 
use the new hydrants with the 
higher capacity opposite the old 
hydrants in Forest View Acres. The 
water tank on Monument Hill is still 
active for the commercial zone and 
one tank can feed the other should 
a line go out of service. The Public 
Works Department will provide the 
district with the technical data and 
a fire hydrant location map. There 
should be a good supply of water, 
Tharnish said.

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 
p.m.

**********
Meetings are usually held on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month. 
The next regular meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 6:30 
p.m. at Station 1, 18650 Highway 
105. For Zoom meeting instruc-
tions, agendas, minutes, and up-
dates, visit www.monumentfire.
org or contact Director of Adminis-
tration Jennifer Martin at 719-484-
9011.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By Natalie Barszcz
At the Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict (TMD) meeting on Nov. 13, 
the board approved an inclusion 
of commercial property and a cell 
tower lease agreement, and agreed 
to approve an amendment to the 
Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) 
agreement to convey, treat, and 
deliver district-owned water. The 
board received updates from Kiewit 
representatives on the Northern 
Delivery System (NDS) pipeline 
installation project, and an update 
on the Northern Monument Creek 
Interceptor (NMCI) pipeline proj-
ect. The board held an executive 
session to receive legal advice and 
discuss negotiations regarding wa-
ter supply contracts, property ac-
quisitions, strategic planning and 
change cases.

President Mark Melville was ex-
cused.

Inclusion of property
District counsel George Rowley said 
a commercial property owner had 
petitioned for an inclusion of prop-
erty into TMD Subdistrict A, about 
19.88 acres south of the southeast 
corner of Higby Road and east of 
Jackson Creek Parkway.

District Manager James Mc-
Grady said commercial property 
would add substantial mills to the 
district’s revenue, and the addi-
tional revenue will help pay for the 
Higby Road improvements.

The board approved resolution 
2023-09, 4-0.

Cell tower contract
McGrady requested the board re-
view and consider a cell site lease 
agreement for $1,800 per month 
between Dish Wireless LLC and 
the TMD for a cell phone tower at 
the district’s C Plant in Sanctuary 
Pointe, and authorize the district 
manager to sign the contract after 
the Monument Planning Commis-
sion had reviewed the plan.

Several board members raised 
concerns regarding esthetics and 
the removal of equipment from the 
water tank should the contract end. 

McGrady requested Rowley add 
the obligation to remove equipment 
to the contract, and a stipulation to 
maintain an esthetically pleasing 
look with the intent to match the 
color of the equipment to the tank, 
to include the shed. 

The board approved the lease 
agreement contingent on the addi-
tional conditions, 4-0.

Convey, treat, and deliver 
contract amendment

Water attorney Chris Cummins re-
quested the board review and ap-

prove an amendment to TMD’s 
convey, treat, and deliver water 
contract with Colorado Springs 
Utilities (CSU). The amendment 
provides greater clarity for TMD to 
include additional lands into the 
service area, to provide water ser-
vice outside of the TMD boundar-
ies pursuant to contracts/commit-
ments, and to wheel water through 
the NDS to other entities, specifi-
cally including Forest Lakes Met-
ropolitan District. The amendment 
is pending review and approval by 
Colorado Springs City Council and 
the CSU board. Upon approval of 
the measure by the TMD Board of 
Directors, the district manager is 
authorized to execute such amend-
ment on behalf of TMD, subject to 
approval by City Council/Utilities 
Board in January, he said.

The board agreed with the revi-
sion and expected to approve the 
addition in early 2024.

Northern Delivery System 
update

Construction/Operations Man-
ager Mike McDonald of Kiewit In-
frastructure said the NDS pipeline 
project began as promised in May 
2023, the installation was on sched-
ule, and overall the public is happy 
and only a few complaints were re-
ceived. He thanked the board and 
the executive team for the opportu-
nity to complete the pipeline.

Project manager Max McClean 
said 29,000 feet of pipe had been 
installed and the Pump House 
tank was enroute from France. The 
electrical equipment is expected to 
be in the district in March and the 
metal building will be constructed 
in December 2023.

McGrady said Kiewit Infrastruc-
ture had been on board for three 
years and had kept the price within 
10% despite inflation. The district 
has spent about $16 million on the 
project so far, and the road overlay 
and completion of the pump house 
remain to complete the contract. 
The project is expected to total 
about $21.8 million. Fire hydrants 
are now installed every 1,000 feet 
along the pipeline route. 

Cummins said that besides the 
Cherokee Sundance Pipeline that 
runs down Volmer Road, Roller-
coaster Road is the second road 
in Black Forest with a continuous 
number of fire hydrants in a heavily 
wooded area within the county.

Kiewit will complete the Seg-
ment D pipeline installation to a 
new proposed road in the Conex-
us development on the west side 
of I-25. On completion, the NDS 
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Commercial property inclusion; 
cell tower contract approved

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District

Rescheduled meetings occurred after publication
By Natalie Barszcz

The Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion Volunteer Pension Board of 
Trustees meeting and the regular 
Board of Directors meeting origi-
nally scheduled for Nov. 15 were 
rescheduled for Nov. 27, which was 
after the OCN publication deadline. 
The content of the Nov. 27 meet-
ings will be published in the Janu-

ary edition. See the MFD article on 
page 10.

**********
Meetings are scheduled to be held 
every month through May 2024 in 
person at Station 1, 18650 Highway 
105, Monument and via Zoom at 4 
p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month. No meeting in Decem-
ber. A special meeting via Zoom 

will be scheduled to certify the dis-
trict mill levy in early January. The 
next regular meeting is scheduled 
for Wed., Jan. 24, 4 pm. For Zoom 
meeting instructions, agendas, 
minutes, and updates, visit http://

www.monumentfire.org or contact 
Director of Administration Jenni-
fer Martin at 719-484-9011.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.
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