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An important message for our readers

OCN needs your help!

Our Community News is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion. For the past 20 years, our volunteers have pro-
vided unbiased reporting on important local issues,
including real estate development, fire departments,
school districts, and water availability. We have pro-
vided a very favorable platform for advertising local
businesses. We have published letters to the editor to
allow you to express your opinions on events affecting
the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more tasks than we
have volunteers. Some vital jobs where we could use
your help:

e Reporters. Reporting on local meetings, what

they talked about and what they decided.

¢ Mailing assistants. Counting and lifting tubs of
papers to take the monthly mailing to the post
offices and stacks of papers to local business-
es, loading and unloading mailing tubs from a
truck at two locations, preparing postoffice pa-
perwork, tub labels, subscription labels, etc.

o Drivers. Driving a rental truck to various post
offices once a month.

e Ad sales assistants. We need volunteers who
love OCN to contact local businesses and en-
courage them to advertise in OCN.

The time and skills involved vary greatly from job to

job. OCN will provide whatever equipment and train-
ing you need.

Please join us today! Meet a group of interesting
and committed people. Learn new skills—use your
enthusiasm and creativity to benefit our community
and celebrate unfiltered information.

Please call Publisher John Heiser at (719) 488-
3455, or email johnheiser@ocn.me to see how you
can contribute. Contact John today! He is waiting
to hear from you. Together we can ensure that OCN
continues to provide a vital service to our wonderful
Tri-Lakes community.

Our Community Notices

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the information number for that event. Please
notify us if your event listing needs to be updated.

Student community volunteers
Many students need volunteer hours for scouting, civ-
ics classes, or other clubs volunteering hours. Monument
Community Garden as well as Friends of Fox Run Park will
have some openings for student volunteers (and grown-
ups, too) for the summer. Gardening tasks include prepar-
ing garden beds, weeding, sowing seeds, and developing
the compost. Bring gardening gloves, some tools will be
provided on the work days by other volunteers. Volunteers
are needed weekly, in harvest time, twice a week. Friends
of Fox Run Park also has openings for volunteers for vari-
ous tasks. Besides tasks, there will be a short information
and skills demonstration for each 2-3 hour session. Contact
Janet Sellers at JanetSellers@ocn.me for more information.

MVEA outage notifications
Please add your phone number to your MVEA account to
streamline outage reporting and restoration notifications.
To report an outage please call or text "OUT" to (800) 388-
9881. Visit MVEA’s Outage Center before the storm. There is
information about preparing for outages, electrical safety,
outage reporting, a link to the outage map, and more.

Slash/mulch program
Slash drop off through Sep. 10, ($2/load). Free mulch pick
up through Sep. 16. Hours: Tue. & Thu. 5-7:30 pm, Sat. 7
am-4 pm, Sun noon-4 pm. Mulch loader Sat. ($5/2 cubic
yards). Located in Black Forest, Herring and Shoup roads.
Volunteers needed for shifts. Info: www.bfslash.org.

Trail Repair Volunteers Needed

Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) needs volunteers
to help repair the trails in the National Forest Open Space
surrounding the Monument Fire Center. The Forest Service
recently completed the second phase of Fire Mitigation
work and many of the social trails have been damaged. The
Forest Service relies on FOMP to maintain these trails. Trail
Repair work days are scheduled on the second Tuesday of
the month from April-October. Next meeting: Tue., June 13,
5 pm. Meet at the Mt. Herman trailhead off Mt. Herman Rd
and Nursery Rd and bring gloves. Tools will be provided.

Neighborhood safety

What qualifies as suspicious activity? “If you see something,
say something” It’s vital to report to local law enforce-
ment. Suspicious activity can refer to any incident, event,
individual or activity that seems unusual or out of place.
Some common examples of suspicious activities include: A
stranger loitering in your neighborhood or a vehicle cruis-
ing the streets repeatedly. Someone peering into cars or
windows. Here’s what local authorities and Colorado De-
partment of Public Safety says is needed information: Who
did you see; what did you see; when did you see it; where
did you see it; why it is suspicious. Call 911 or your local law
enforcement agency.

Free search for Unclaimed Property
Unclaimed property is tangible or intangible property that
has had no activity for a specific period of time. Once the

property is in the custody of the state of Colorado, the State
will maintain custody of the property in perpetuity un-
til the rightful owner or heirs come forward to claim. The
State Treasurer’s Office provides this service free of charge.
Colorado: Great Colorado Payback - Colorado.gov (findy-
ourunclaimedproperty.com) SAME AS: https://colorado.
findyourunclaimedproperty.com/app/what-is-ucp

The Sunflower is for people
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower lanyards, brace-
lets, and ribbons, discreet ways to make the invisible vis-
ible. Wearing the Sunflower discreetly indicates to people
around the wearer including staff, colleagues and health
professionals that they need additional support, help or a
little more time. However big or small, your help moves us
closer to a society where people recognize that an offer of
help, understanding and kindness can make a huge differ-
ence to the daily experiences that a Sunflower wearer has.

County Trailability Program

A new program uses mobility vehicles to allow more people
access to nature in ways previously inaccessible to them.
Trail routes for each county nature center include the vol-
unteers and staff, trained to accompany participants. Ve-
hicle registrations can be made at the Nature Center May
1-Oct. 31. Contact El Paso County Regional Parks programs:
Mary J Lewis at Bear Creek, or Jessica Miller at Fountain
Creek, https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/trailabil-
ity/.

Tri-Lakes Cares Needs Your Support
Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry and human ser-
vices organization located in and serving northern El Paso
County through emergency relief and self-sufficiency pro-
grams. The community-based, volunteer-supported center
is a critical resource for our neighbors in need. The best way
to help support Tri-Lakes Cares is to donate. Visit https://
tri-lakescares.org/donate to find out how to donate money,
medical items, personal supplies, or food. Please check
the web for current needs in our food pantry at https://tri-
lakescares.org/donate/current-needs. Donation drop-off
hours are Monday thru Thursday, 10 am to 4 pm. For more
information about Tri-Lakes Cares or how you can help,
contact Nicole Pettigrew, Director of Client Programs, at
719-481-4864 Ext. 111.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior
lunches offered Monday through Friday at the Mountain
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105, Palmer
Lake. It also contains the schedule of the classes and events
for the month at the Senior Citizens Center and senior-

Our Community Calendar

By Janet Sellers
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event. Please contact
calendar@ocn.me with changes and additions.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES
e Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, Pinon Pines
Metropolitan District 1, 2 & 3 board meeting. Typi-
cally meets quarterly on the first Mon., 4 pm Meet-
ings are held via teleconference. For virtual joining
instructions and updates see www.forestlakesmetro-
district.com.

e El Paso Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)
regular meeting, usually every Tue, 9 am. BOCC
land use meetings are being held every first and
third Tuesday of the month as needed at 1 pm. View
agendas and meetings at www.agendasuite.org/iip/
elpaso. Meetings are held at Centennial Hall, 200 S.
Cascade Ave., Suite 150, Colo. Springs. Info: 719-520-
6430.

. Monument Town Council meeting, Mon., June 5 &
19, 6:30 pm, Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite
Rd., Monument. Normally meets first and third Mon.
Info: 719-884-801, www.townofmonument.org/260/
Board-of-Trustees for remote attendance links.

. Palmer Lake Board of Adjustments, Tue., June 6, 5
pm, 28 Valley Crescent St., Palmer Lake. Normally

friendly library programs. To subscribe, send an email with
your name and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakes-
Seniors.org. Senior Beat can also be viewed online at www.
TriLakesSeniors.org.

Can you volunteer today?
e OCN needs your help. See article above.

e« Links to local organizations with an immediate
need for volunteers are listed on the county’s website,
www.elpasocountyhealth.org/volunteering-and-
donations, for groups like Care and Share, Crossfire
Ministries, blood donations, Early Connections (vol-
unteer from home opportunity), foster an animal,
Medical Reserve Corps of El Paso County, Salvation
Army, Silver Key, and United Way (ongoing opportu-
nities).

o  The Colorado State University Extension office in El
Paso County has several opportunities for individu-
als interested in volunteering. https://elpaso.exten-
sion.colostate.edu/volunteer-opportunities/

o El Paso County volunteer-based and nonprofit or-
ganizations are ommitted to building healthy, caring
communities and rely on the hard work of individu-
als like you. Reach out today and find out how you
can play a part by becoming a volunteer in El Paso
County. Get involved in El Paso County volunteering
non-profits and organizations! https://www.ameri-
cantowns.com/el-paso-county-co/volunteer-orga-
nizations/.

e The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Volunteer Pro-
gram is composed of a collective citizens group with
atrue and common desire to partner with the El Paso
County Sheriff’s Office by volunteering their services
while learning more about the internal workings of
the law enforcement community. https://www.epc-
sheriffsoffice.com/volunteer-program-0.

o The El Paso County Volunteer Program is a wonder-
ful opportunity for citizens to learn about the various
functions of county government as well as give back
to the community. The County’s numerous boards
and commissions need your experience, talents and
time. https://bocc.elpasoco.com/volunteer.

o  Children’s Literacy Center provides free one-on-one
literacy tutoring to Tri-Lakes children in grades 1-6
who are reading below grade level! Tutoring is at the
Tri-Lakes Senior Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5:30-6:30 pm, and our Summer Session will run
through Aug. 14. For more information, to become a
volunteer tutor or to enroll your child, visit www.chil-
drensliteracycenter.org or email Christine Jeffson at
Christine@childrensliteracycenter.org.
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For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates * Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians

Craig Mull (719) 243-2257
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Paul’s Asphalt Service
Top-quality asphalt paving and maintenance
A+ rated by the BBB and great on-line reviews!

Hot mix asphalt paving - 5 types of asphalt sealcoating
Hot rubber crack sealant/asphalt patch - Recycled asphalt paving

Paul Williams, Jr. [}l Accredited
719-453-4477 Monument | g5g. ETOLES

Asphaltserviceonline.com

BBB Rating: A+




