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are 66% of MVEA’s costs,
since MVEA does not pro-
duce power itself. MVEA
has not increased prices for
residential customers in six
years, he said, and it will try
to cover the increased cost,
but it will be difficult for
them to do so.

Time of day billing,
which charges MVEA’s
commercial customers, in-
cluding DWSD, higher rates
at peak usage hours, will
be a bigger factor, he said,
adding that DWSD should
concentrate on timing work
to align with the lower-
cost time periods. Vander-

schuere said the price dur-
ing peak hours was 24 cents
per kilowatt hour and the
price was 10 cents per kilo-
watt hour during the less
expensive hours of the day.

Hodge pointed out that
increasing energy costs are
one of the reasons DWSD is
adding variable flow devic-
es (VFDs) to its wells. They
reduce energy costs, he ex-
plained.

Vanderschuere said en-
ergy cost increase will be
a factor in DWSD’s future
budgets, and he thought
the district should plan for
the worst.

Highlights of financial
and operational reports
o« Hodge said revenues

for water sales were
low—25% of what was
expected midway
through the year—due
to the rainy weather.
That will change during
the summer months.

e Hodge said moving
to Piper Sandler In-
vestment Bank saved
DWSD $150,000.

e Water Operator Ronny
Wright said wells 1A
and 8A have had VFDs
installed. Well 14A was
due to have a VFD in-

El Paso County Regional Loop Water Authority, June 15

Board awards contract for
project manager

By James Howald

At its June meeting, the
El Paso County Regional
Loop Water Authority (EP-
CRLWA) board chose a
company to provide project
management services. The
board also heard the results
of the last round of water
quality testing.

The EPCRLWA was
formed in November 2022
by an Intergovernmental
Agreement between Chero-
kee Metropolitan District
(CMD), Donala Water and
Sanitation District (DWSD),
the Town of Monument
(TOM), and Woodmoor
Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict (WWSD) to build infra-
structure that would allow
water, including treated ef-
fluent, that is flowing south
in Monument and Fountain
Creeks to be stored at Cal-
han Reservoir at Woodmoor
Ranch and then pumped
back north to be used by
customers of the participat-
ing districts.

Merrick & Co. selected
for project management
services
Following an executive ses-
sion held to select the com-
pany that will provide proj-
ect management services,
Jessie Shaffer, president of
the EPCRLWA board, told
those present that four bids
were received to provide
the needed services. Three
of the bids were strong, and
those companies were in-
terviewed. Mike Foreman,
EPCRLWA secretary and
Monument town manager,
moved to award the con-
tract to Merrick & Co. The
board voted unanimously

in favor of the motion.

The role of the project
manager was discussed
in previous meetings. The
project manager will co-
ordinate the work of engi-
neers, consultants, and oth-
er contractors, allowing the
EPCRLWA to have a small

staff. Initially, the project
manager will work on an as-
needed basis. The project
manager will not oversee
construction.
Water quality testing
continues

Josh McGibbon and Peter
Hassinger, of JVA Consult-
ing Engineers, the com-
pany EPCRLWA has hired
to provide ongoing water
quality testing, gave the
board a summary of the
testing done on May 26 at
the headgate of the Chilcott
Ditch. The ditch, which di-
verts water from Fountain
Creek and conveys it to the
Calhan reservoir, was not
running when the testing
was done because the res-
ervoir was full due to recent
rain, McGibbon said.

Hassinger said the re-
sults were mostly in line
with previous testing:
e pH and hardness mea-

surements were close

to previous results.
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o Nitrate was between
4.5 to 4.9 in previous
testing and was 3.6 in
the latest tests.

o There was a small rise
in iron and manganese
levels.

o Turbidity  increased
from 17 to 216.

e Organic carbon levels
remain low.
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The next regular meeting is

scheduled for July 20 at 9

a.m. Regular meetings are

usually held on the third

Thursday of each month

at 9 a.m. at the Monument

Town Hall at 645 Beacon

Lite Road. Workshop meet-

ings are held every Thurs-

day at9 a.m. at rotating ven-
ues. Please see loopwater.
org or call 719-488-3603 to
verify meeting times and lo-
cations.

James Howald
can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me.

stalled on June 26. Well
16A, which is under
construction, will also
have a VFD installed.
Energy suppliers are
offering rebates up to
$20,000 when VFDs are
installed, and VFDs can
be remotely managed
by software to further
reduce energy costs.
Executive session
The meeting ended with an
executive session to receive
legal advice concerning
negotiations regarding the
UMCRWWTF Intergovern-
mental Agreement.

kkkk

The next meeting is sched-

uled for July 20 at 9:30 p.m.
so that a tour of UMCRW-
WTF can be held. Gener-
ally, board meetings are
held the third Thursday of
the month at 1:30 p.m. and
include online access; call
(719) 488-3603 or access
www.donalawater.org  to
receive up-to-date meeting
information. The district
office is located at 15850
Holbein Drive, Colorado
Springs.
James Howald
can be reached at
jameshowald@ocn.me.
Jackie Burhans
can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.
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‘“The Dump”

A Dump Site Open to the Public
PAY BY THE POUND!

Prices starting at 14¢ per Ib.
and as low as 5.9¢.

Metal accepted in the
recycling bin at no charge

We accept:

* Mattresses ($22+weight)
* Yard Waste

* Refrigerators ($39 each)

856 Washington St.

Safeway

Washington St.
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e Construction Debris
e Furniture

¢ Household Waste

¢ And Much More!

We can’t accept:
® Tires
e Televisions




