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314-6473.
Re-opening of open space

McGrady said he and Rayno had walked the open 
space north of the Lyons Tail Road and south of the 
Talus Road playground and found the space was now 
free of trash and in great shape compared to about a 
year ago, when activities such as underage drinking, 
evidence of fire pits, scrub oak chopped with axes 
and fort building activity had been taking place. Back 
then the board examined alternatives after receiving 
resident complaints and made the area off-limits. The 
area is now looking pristine with no signs of damage, 
and he recommended the board consider re-opening 
the single-lane foot path and open space with moni-
toring, and new signs asking users to please respect 
this open space. 

The neighbor that had originally requested the 
district take action in June 2022 to protect the open 
space said he had not requested the closure, but due 
to the closure a rock had been thrown through his 
window last year. He concurred the space looked 
good now, and he and his wife were in favor of the 
space being re-opened, as long as it is monitored. In 
the past he had observed a female teenager tear off 
a branch from the 100-year-old Gambel oak shrubs.

Residents attending in support of re-opening 

the space said they and another neighbor would be 
watching to ensure the open space users are not caus-
ing damage or engaging in dangerous behavior.

Melville thanked the homeowners in attendance 
and said the board regrets the decision it made to close 
the open space, but he hoped the children present at 
the meeting could go and enjoy the open space with 
their neighbors. See the TMD board meeting minutes 
from June 23, 2022 at www.triviewmetro.com.
Note: OCN did not cover the complaint that led to the 
closure because the July 2022 edition did not cover 
the TMD board meeting. Subsequently, the board 
meeting minutes and the district newsletter did not 
refer to the homeowners by name in response to the 
complaint.

Grass grant for open spaces
Resident Melissa Simonoff requested the board con-
sider applying for the state’s $2 million grant available 
to municipalities for 2023-24 for lawn removal and 
replacement in public spaces. It could be used for the 
enhancement of the open spaces in Jackson Creek, 
she said.

McGrady said that in years past the grant was 
available only for residential purposes and a very 
small amount of money was available. He requested 
Simonoff forward the information to him for further 
consideration.

Melville thanked Simonoff for the information 

and said the board would look into the request.
Executive session

The board moved into executive session at 7:58 p.m., 
pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes 24-6-402(4) 
(a), (b), (e), to discuss acquisitions, receive legal ad-
vice on negotiations regarding water acquisitions, 
change cases, property acquisition negotiations, and 
the Higby Road design.

After the meeting, Sheffield confirmed that no 
further actions were taken when the board returned 
to the regular meeting and promptly adjourned at 
8:57 p.m.

**********

Correction
In the financial update portion of the June TMD ar-
ticle www.ocn.me/v23n7.htm#tmd, it should have 
read: "Vehicle expenses were $7,261, and 1100% over 
the budgeted $660 in the May 2023 financial report." 
OCN regrets the error.

**********
Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday every 
month at the district office at 16055 Old Forest Point, 
Suite 302. The next regular meeting is scheduled for 
Aug. 17 at 5:30 p.m. For meeting agendas, minutes, 
and updates, visit https://triviewmetro.com.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By James Howald and Jackie Burhans
At its July meeting, the Donala Water and Sanita-
tion District (DWSD) board honored previous board 
member Ken Judd for his long service to the district. It 
launched a usage-based billing system for sewer ser-
vice. General Manager Jeff Hodge detailed water sales 
over the last 10 years and discussed the impact of the 
exceptionally high rainfall seen in recent months on 
the district’s finances. 

The board voted on two resolutions: the first com-
mitting to participation in the El Paso County Region-
al Loop Water Authority (EPCRLWA) and the second 
initiating planning for adding direct potable reuse 
(DPR) to the district’s portfolio of water assets. Hodge 
updated the board on water quality issues, focusing 
on radium removal. The regular board meeting was 
preceded by a workshop devoted to the Upper Monu-
ment Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility 
(UMCRWWTF), including a tour of the facility. The 
regular meeting ended with an executive session. 

Judd receives Water Drop 
Current board President Wayne Vanderschuere pre-
sented Judd with DWSD’s Water Drop award in ap-
preciation of his long service to the district and its 
customers. In May, the board passed a resolution 
honoring Judd for serving as the board president, 
working on district financing, contributing to 10 dis-
trict budgets, planning mill levy override campaigns, 
and negotiating with surrounding districts. Previous 
DWSD board President Ed Houle was present to see 
Judd accept the award. Judd’s granddaughter from 
Ireland also attended the ceremony.

Usage-based sewer billing starts in July
Billing Administrator Ashley Uhrin updated the 
board on DWSD’s new sewer billing methodology. 
Beginning July 1, DWSD’s flat fee of $40.54 per month 
for sewer service was replaced with a base fee of $6.90 
plus a consumption-based charge of $8.94 per 1,000 
gallons of wastewater produced. This change affects 
residential customers only. The consumption-based 
charge is calculated once a year based on average wa-
ter consumption during December, January, and Feb-
ruary, which is assumed to be equal to the amount of 
wastewater produced, since no irrigation is done dur-
ing those months. Snowbird customers will be billed 
the district average for water service during the winter 
months, calculated at 3,500 gallons per month. 

The new charges will be on August bills, Uhrin 
said. In response to a question from Director Bill 
George, Hodge said sewer revenue is estimated to re-

main more or less equal to the revenue produced by 
the previous flat fee. 

More details about the usage-based rates can be 
found in the Jan. 1, 2022 issue of OCN, which reported 
on a presentation from Roger Sams of GMS Engineer-
ing Inc. that covers the assumptions and goals of the 
new methodology. Sams’ presentation can be found 
online here: https://www.ocn.me/v22n1.htm#dwsd. 

Rainy weather reduces water revenue
Hodge told the board that the high amount of rain the 
last few months has reduced customer demand for 
water and lowered DWSD’s revenue from water sales. 
He showed the board a graph of water usage by month 
for the last 10 years that showed the water usage for 
June 2023 to be the lowest usage in June for the last 
10 years. The highest June usage was in June 2013. He 
said low water usage was also estimated for July and 
possibly for August and forecasted a $754,236 deficit 
in water sales from what was budgeted for 2023. 

Hodge said he did not believe the district would 
need to use funds from its reserves to meet operating 
costs. He pointed out that the low demand also meant 

the district would have to pay Colorado Springs Utili-
ties (CSU) less to convey, treat, and deliver the dis-
trict’s water to its customers, so there are some sav-
ings on the expense side.

Vanderschuere said he expected wholesale elec-
trical costs to increase by 7% next year. He added that 
Hodge’s graph confirmed CSU’s prediction that the 
standard deviation in weather events was increasing, 
with higher highs and lower lows for precipitation 
and temperature.

Water Operator Ronny Wright told the board the 
rainfall had led to excess water in storage, which he 
was trying to sell or store somewhere other than the 
Pueblo Reservoir, where DWSD can store up to 499 
acre-feet of water. DWSD currently is above that limit, 
he said. Hodge said that if DWSD had its planned 
aquifer storage and retrieval (ASR) technology in 
place, that excess water could be stored for future 
consumption. 

Resolutions passed
The board voted unanimously to pass Resolution 
2023-7, which defines how and why DWSD will par-
ticipate in the EPCRLWA, a large-scale water re-use 
project in which DWSD partners with Cherokee 
Metropolitan District, the Town of Monument, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. Specifi-
cally:
•	 DWSD will have an equal vote with the other 

participants.
•	 EPCRLWA is in the best interest of DWSD cus-

tomers.
•	 EPCRLWA provides local control of rates, costs, 

and operations.
•	 EPCRLWA is intended to provide affordable re-

captured water.
•	 EPCRLWA will allow DWSD to use its water 

rights on Fountain Creek.
The board also voted unanimously in favor of Reso-
lution 2023-8, which commits DWSD to initiating a 
long-term project to implement DPR technology that 
meets Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment Regulation No. 11. DPR is defined as: 
“a series of processes that produce finished drinking 
water using a source containing treated wastewater 
that has not passed through an environmental buf-
fer.” The regulation, which was recently passed by the 
state Legislature, includes monitoring and treatment 
protocols. The district’s plans for DPR are aligned 
with its plans to implement ASR. The next step will be 
to establish baseline values for DPR, Vanderschuere 

By James Howald
At its July meeting, the El Paso County Loop Regional 
Water Authority (EPCRLWA) board executed a con-
tract with Merrick and Co. to receive project man-
agement and workflow services. The board heard 
the results of water quality testing and voted to send 
a representative to the Colorado Water Conference 
(CWC). 

The EPCRLWA was formed in November 2022 by 
an Intergovernmental Agreement between Chero-
kee Metropolitan District (CMD), Donala Water and 
Sanitation District (DWSD), the Town of Monument 
(TOM), and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
(WWSD) to build infrastructure that would allow wa-
ter, including treated effluent, that is flowing south in 
Monument and Fountain Creeks to be stored at Cal-
han Reservoir at Woodmoor Ranch and then pumped 
back north to be used by customers of the participat-
ing districts.

Details of project management 
contract decided

Russ Dykstra of Spencer Fane LLC, the legal firm rep-
resenting EPCRLWA, told the board he had complet-
ed negotiations with Merrick on an agreement under 
which that company will provide project planning 
and workflow management services to EPCRLWA. An 
attachment to the agreement specifies Merrick will:
•	 Refine the business model and operations sche-

ma for the project.
•	 Develop and execute necessary legal documents 

including operating agreements, water supply 
leases, supply limitations and curtailment pro-
cedures, and financing agreements.

•	 Develop requests for proposals for engineering 
services.

•	 Select and onboard consultants and specialized 
professionals.

Dykstra added either side can terminate the agree-
ment at any time with 30 days’ notice.

Jessie Shaffer, the president of the EPCRLWA 
Board of Directors, pointed out that the agreement 
limits Merrick to no more than $350,000 over a nine-
month term ending April 19, 2024. 

Jeff Hodge, the secretary of the EPCRLWA board, 
mentioned that he thought John Kuosman of Merrick 
should be introduced to politicians representing the 
EPCRLWA service area, such as Rep. Don Wilson, Sen. 
Paul Lundeen, and County Commissioners Holly Wil-
liams and Carrie Geitner.

The board voted unanimously to execute the 
agreement with Merrick.

Water quality tests proceed
Richard Hood, of JVA Inc., the company EPCRLWA 
has hired to assess water quality and design the water 
treatment aspects of the project, updated the board 
on the latest round of water quality tests. He covered 
tests of water taken from Fountain Creek in May and 
June. The quality was good overall, Hood said. He 
noted a spike in flow following a rainstorm that led to 
increased turbidity, higher coliform bacteria counts, 

and decreased alkalinity. He said these results were 
typical following a rainstorm. The pH in the samples 
was between 8 and 8.2 and the samples were relative-
ly hard at between 200 and 220 milligrams per liter of 
calcium carbonate. He noted both iron and manga-
nese were above the maximum contaminate levels for 
those elements. Total organic carbon, considered a 
measure of pollution since pure water has no carbon, 
has been measured at both high and low amounts, 
Hood said.

Kevin Brown to attend CWC
The board voted unanimously to pay for Kevin Brown 
to represent the project at the Colorado Water Confer-
ence, to be held in Steamboat Springs on Aug. 22-24. 
Brown is an employee of the Cherokee Metropolitan 
District, one of the four districts committed to the 
EPCRLWA along with Donala Water and Sanitation 
District, the Town of Monument, and the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District.

**********
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Aug. 17 at 
9 a.m. Regular meetings are usually held on the third 
Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. at the Monument 
Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite Road. Workshop meet-
ings are held every Thursday at 9 a.m. at rotating ven-
ues. Please see loopwater.org or call 719-488-3603 to 
verify meeting times and locations.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Above: At its July board meeting, Donala board 
President Wayne Vanderschuere, right, presented 
the coveted Water Drop award to former board 
member Kenneth Judd, left. Judd, who resigned in 
May, was honored for his long service on the board, 
including a stint as board president. Judd had 
worked on district financing, contributed to 10 district 
budgets, planned mill levy override campaigns, 
and negotiated with surrounding districts. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.
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