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locating them. In response,
Whitehead explained that
some trees needed to be re-
moved for the health and
safety of the community, a
decision supported by the
Fire Department. Whitehead
presented slides detailing the
trees, trails, and open spaces
planned for the development,
but King still had reservations
about the number of trees and
how the “majority of trees”
would be determined.

King then questioned why
the proposed densities in the
development were higher than
those allowed by the county, to
which Booth responded that it
didn’t make economic sense
to keep them lower. King sug-
gested that the property might
undergo a Planned Unit Devel-
opment (PUD) process if an-
nexation didn’t happen, which
could be a better option. He
stated that, while it might not
be what the applicant wanted
to hear, he believed that the
proposal was not in the best
interests of the town.

Councilmember Ken-
neth Kimple and Mayor Mitch
LaKind both inquired about
the possibility of reducing
the number of dwellings, but
Whitehead stated that they
were not willing to do so at
the moment. Whitehead em-
phasized their commitment to
open spaces and mentioned
that the plan included funding
for the town’s parks. “I don’t
want your money,” LaKind
snapped, adding that he pre-
ferred to see parks included in
the development rather than
receiving money for them.

Throughout the exchange,
King reiterated his primary
concern about the trees on
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the property, indicating that it
was a crucial issue for him. The
discussion highlighted various
points of contention, includ-
ing the proposed densities,
park inclusion, and the fate of
the existing trees on the prop-
erty.

Community input mixed
Several individuals expressed
their opposition to the pro-
posed development during
the meeting. The owner of
Colorado Heights Camping
Resort, which neighbors the

proposed development, wor-
ried about the potential clo-
sure of Monument Hill Road
and the impact on his busi-
ness, expressing fears of RVs
navigating through the new
neighborhood. Michael Bar-
ber, an architect and neigh-
bor, criticized the insensitivity
of the plans toward the exist-
ing trees and views and rec-
ommended against approval.
Other opponents cited issues
with the proposed housing
density overwhelming the
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