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Annual peach sale pick-up, Aug. 12 Dusky Grouse sighted, Aug. 20

Local labyrinth available

Fox Run Park concert, Aug. 24

Above: Monument Hill Kiwanis members and volunteers distribute about 
1,065 peaches to about 750 customers’ vehicles at the Bear Creek Elementary 
School parking lot on Aug. 12. Dean Snow heralded about 40 volunteers to 
ensure the four-hour event ran smoothly, and Dan Lopez fed the crew with a 
barbecue picnic. All proceeds from the Annual Peach Sale are returned to the 
community through projects supported by the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club. 
For more information, visit https://MHKiwanis.org. Pictured from left: Joe 
Kneedler, Scott Ross, Paul Zmuda and Ted Bauman carry peaches to custom-
ers. Photo by Kiwanis member Warren Gerig.

Right: A local 
couple has cre-
ated a labyrinth 
in their yard 
that’s been rec-
ognized by The 
Labyrinth Soci-
ety, a worldwide 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
dedicated to 
the preservation 
and education 
about the histo-
ry of labyrinths. 
Bob and Jerusha Goebel built the labyrinth in Cherry Creek Crossing in 2009. 
The labyrinth is open to the public and is located at 3215 Doubletree Court. 
Photo by Mike Pipkins.

Left: On one of his many hikes in 
the Mount Herman area, Randy 
Phillips was able to take this photo 
of a dusky grouse. His comment 
was, “Mount Herman is like a box 
of chocolates. You never know 
what you’re gonna get. Several 
dusky grouse rudely walked in front 
of me.” Phillips got this closeup on 
Aug. 20. Photo by Randy Phillips

Above: A beautiful summer evening was filled with the music of Colorado’s 
own jazz band Dotsero (dotseroband.com) on Aug. 24 at Fox Run Regional 
Park, presented by El Paso County Recreation & Cultural Services. Concerts 
in the Park happen every Thursday through Sept. 7 at 6-8 p.m.. Scheduled to 
perform Sept. 7 is Wirewood Station. All concerts are free. For more informa-
tion, see https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/2023-el-paso-county-con-
certs-in-the-park/. Photo by Marlene Brown.

Our Community Notices
By Janet Sellers

Although we strive for accuracy in these 
listings, dates or times are often changed 
after publication. Please double-check 
the time and place of any event you wish 
to attend by calling the information 
number for that event. Please notify us if 
your event listing needs to be updated.

Community volunteers
Many students need volunteer hours for 
scouting, civics classes, or other clubs vol-
unteering hours. Monument Community 
Garden as well as Friends of Fox Run Park 
will have some openings for student vol-
unteers (and grownups, too) for the sum-
mer. Gardening tasks include preparing 
garden beds, weeding, sowing seeds, and 
developing the compost. Bring gardening 
gloves, some tools will be provided on the 
workdays by other volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed weekly, in harvest time, twice 
a week. Friends of Fox Run Park also has 
openings for volunteers for various tasks. 
Besides tasks, there will be a short informa-
tion and skills demonstration for each 2-3 
hour session. Contact Janet Sellers at janet-
sellers@ocn.me for more information.

MVEA outage notifications
Please add your phone number to your 
MVEA account to streamline outage re-
porting and restoration notifications. To 
report an outage please call or text "OUT" 
to (800) 388-9881. Visit MVEA’s Outage 
Center before the storm. There is informa-
tion about preparing for outages, electrical 
safety, outage reporting, a link to the out-
age map, and more.

Slash/mulch program
Because of an unprecedented amount of 
slash and mulch from recent tree die-off, 
mulch needs to be picked up and used in 
the community. The rain has kept people 
from being able to pick it up, but it needs 
to be picked up as soon as possible. Slash 
drop off through Sep. 10 ($2/load). Free 
mulch pick up through Sep. 16. Hours: 
Tue. & Thu. 5-7:30 pm, Sat. 7 am-4 pm, 
Sun. noon-4 pm. Mulch loader Sat. ($5/2 
cubic yards). Located in Black Forest, Her-
ring and Shoup roads. Volunteers needed 
for shifts. Info: www.bfslash.org. 

Trail repair volunteers 
needed

Friends of Monument Preserve (FOMP) 
needs volunteers to help repair the trails in 
the National Forest Open Space surround-
ing the Monument Fire Center. The Forest 
Service recently completed the second 
phase of Fire Mitigation work and many of 
the social trails have been damaged. The 
Forest Service relies on FOMP to main-
tain these trails. Trail Repair workdays are 
scheduled on the second Tuesday of the 
month from April-October. Next meeting: 
Tue., Sep. 9,  5 pm. Meet at the Mt. Herman 
trailhead off Mt. Herman Rd and Nursery 
Rd and bring gloves. Tools will be provided.

The Sunflower is for people 
with non-visible disabilities

Watch for green and yellow sunflower 
lanyards, bracelets, and ribbons, discreet 
ways to make the invisible visible. Wear-
ing the Sunflower discreetly indicates to 
people around the wearer including staff, 
colleagues and health professionals that 
they need additional support, help or a lit-
tle more time. However big or small, your 
help moves us closer to a society where 
people recognize that an offer of help, 
understanding and kindness can make a 
huge difference to the daily experiences 
that a Sunflower wearer has. For more in-
formation: www.flydenver.com/accessibil-
ity, www.hdsunflower.com/us/, and www.
disabled-world.com/disability/types/in-

visible/.

Tri-Lakes Cares 
needs your support

Tri-Lakes Cares is the only food pantry 
and human services organization serving 
northern El Paso County through emergen-
cy relief and self-sufficiency programs. The 
community-based, volunteer-supported 
center is a critical resource for our neigh-
bors in need. The best way to help support 
Tri-Lakes Cares is to donate. Visit https://
tri-lakescares.org/donate to learn how to 
donate money, medical items, personal 
supplies, or food. Please check the web for 
current needs in our food pantry at https://
tri-lakescares.org/donate/current-needs. 
Donation drop-off hours are Mon.-Thu., 9 
am-4 pm. For more information about Tri-
Lakes Cares or how you can help, contact 
Tri-Lakes Cares at 719-481-4864 or info@
tri-lakescares.org. 

Senior Beat newsletter—
subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full 
of information for local seniors, including 
the daily menu of the senior lunches of-
fered Monday through Friday at the Moun-
tain Community Mennonite Church, 643 
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. It also contains 
the schedule of the classes and events for 
the month at the Senior Citizens Center and 
senior-friendly library programs. To sub-
scribe, send an email with your name and 
mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakes-
Seniors.org. Senior Beat can also be viewed 
online at www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Can you volunteer today? 
• Links to local organizations with an 

immediate need for volunteers are 
listed on the county’s website, www.
elpasocountyhealth.org/volunteer-
ing-and-donations, for groups like 
Care and Share, Crossfire Ministries, 
blood donations, Early Connections 
(volunteer from home opportunity), 
foster an animal, Medical Reserve 
Corps of El Paso County, Salvation 
Army, Silver Key, and United Way (on-
going opportunities). 

• The Colorado State University Ex-
tension office in El Paso County has 
several opportunities for individuals 
interested in volunteering. https://el-
paso.extension.colostate.edu/volun-
teer-opportunities/

• El Paso County volunteer-based and 
nonprofit organizations are ommit-
ted to building healthy, caring com-
munities and rely on the hard work 
of individuals like you. Reach out 
today and find out how you can play 
a part by becoming a volunteer in El 
Paso County. Get involved in El Paso 
County volunteering non-profits and 
organizations! https://www.ameri-
cantowns.com/el-paso-county-co/
volunteer-organizations/.

• The El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Volunteer Program is composed 
of a collective citizens group with a 
true and common desire to partner 
with the El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice by volunteering their services 
while learning more about the inter-
nal workings of the law enforcement 
community. https://www.epcsheriff-
soffice.com/volunteer-program-0.

• The El Paso County Volunteer Pro-
gram is a wonderful opportunity for 
citizens to learn about the various 
functions of county government as 
well as give back to the community. 
The County’s numerous boards and 
commissions need your experience, 
talents and time. https://bocc.elpa-
soco.com/volunteer.

• Children’s Literacy Center provides 

WMMI Family Day, Aug. 12

Above: On Aug. 12, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) held 
its last of four family day events with this one focused on history. The museum 
staff offered hayrides and blacksmith demonstrations and operated several of 
its historic equipment including the EIMCO 630 rocker mucker. Visitors could 
also ride a soapbox racer provided by Pikes Peak Soap Box Derby. The Tenth 
Mountain Division-Living History Display Group Inc. had re-enactors in uniform 
representing different World War II combatants along with armament from pis-
tols to machine guns. Information on upcoming WMMI events is at www.wmmi.
org. Pictured: WMMI Family Day visitor Dillon Lott drove a Soap Box Derby 
racer. Photo by David Futey.

Monument water tank, Aug. 21

Above: During the week of Monday, Aug. 21, painting was finished on the 
Town of Monument’s (TOM) 2-million-gallon water storage tank. The tank con-
struction site is located in residential Forest View Estates where all household 
properties are supplied by individual water wells separate from the TOM water 
system. During September, the excavation contractor will return soil initially ex-
cavated and stored off-site for backfill around the newly established tank. Back-
fill soil levels will reach within 3-4 feet of the top of the tank wall on the back side 
and will allow 13 feet of tank wall exposure on the roadside facade. Trenching 
and laying of the pipeline to provide water flow to and from the storage tank to 
downtown Monument continues along Highway 105. Photo by Max Williams.


