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yond everyday activity into a deep-
er world.” 

Such library loans, museum 
loans, or rentals assemble a collec-
tion of works touched by the hand 
of the artist and make them avail-
able to students, which would sup-
port a meaningful extension of the 
university’s art teaching program. 
Many museums also have lending 
libraries of original art, and artists 
can offer their works in this way as 
well. Original art is available to live 
with and display, for a short while.

Even animals make art 
with a purpose

I recently saw a video of a puffer fish 
making an extraordinary sand man-
dala exhibition to attract a female 
mate. The male creates an elabo-
rate mandala in the sand about 30 
meters below the ocean surface 

and must maintain it carefully. A 
female will evaluate the structure 
and choose the male after evalua-
tion and completion of other court-
ship behaviors. The females leave 
the nest but males stay and will care 
for the eggs and protect them until 
they hatch in about a week. They 
will chase off predators or other ri-
val males that come to the nest. The 
mandala nest will deteriorate over 
time and won’t be used again.

Art as attractant and 
courtship display

The National Library of Medicine 
(in an article on communicative 
and integrative biology) reports 
that, “The bowerbird makes elabo-
rate structures and decorates them 
with colorful objects. These are not 
nests. The operational definitions 
of art, judgment, and aesthetics 

suggest that great bowerbirds are 
artists and have an aesthetic sense. 
Males create art because their cre-
ated bower is voluntarily viewed 
by females, leading to changes in 
their behavior up to and including 
courtship with the artist. Male bow-
erbirds have an aesthetic sense in 
that they have to create the bowers 
and forced perspective, and appear 
to constantly maintain and improve 
the bower geometry.” 

Just as a male bowerbird choos-
es and displays its found treasures 
to be viewed and ascertained by 
his audience (female bowerbirds), 
so does a museum curator, who is 
responsible for designing displays 
and arranging art for exhibition. 
The bowerbird guards his creative 
display or artwork, and the mu-
seum curator is guardian of the 
artwork and exhibit. Both will have 

a voluntary audience to view and 
make judgments about acceptance 
of the works.

While these fascinating art ex-
periences are temporary for appre-
ciation, we can take a prompt from 
the phenomenon. When we like a 
work of art, we can get it for pos-
terity. Some artworks are one of a 
kind, some are handmade prints or 
photographic prints in editions of 
specific multiples. Many artworks 
become family heirlooms, and 
some collectors’ artworks go out for 
a paid loan to museums for view or 
are sold at a profit for the collector 
as the artwork increases in value. 
Janet Sellers is an artist, writer, and 
speaker. Her paintings, sculptures, 
and print artworks are exhibited 

coast to coast and locally in Colorado. 
Contact her at JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Snapshots of Our Community

TLWC Grant process opens Jan. 15

Small Town Christmas, Dec. 2

Above: Monument merchants took part in the annual Small Town Christmas 
event on Dec. 2 complete with music, goodies, snow, and Santa. Santa ap-
peared around town and took time with Mrs. Claus to greet dozens of children 
who came to La Casa Fiesta. The Morris family, including Mom and Dad, Mary 
and Shawn,gathered around Santa (John Howe) and Mrs. Claus (Claudia Sw-
enson) for a photo to put in their family album. Photo provided by the Morris 
family. 

Below: All along the streets of Monument downtown, visitors enjoyed libations 
to buy and complimentary treats while buying gifts at the shops. Shown here, 
the Trails End Tap Room had an outdoor craft fair with the Trombone Christmas 
musicians. Photo by Janet Sellers.

High School Choirs, Dec. 6

Above and below: The wail of a fire truck siren announced the arrival of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus (Jeff and Sarah MacLean) Dec. 2 at Limbach Park in Monument. 
They hopped off the truck and were immediately surrounded by children. 
Shortly after their arrival, the countdown to the tree lighting began. A cheer 
erupted when the lights turned on. Kids lined up to give their Christmas wishes 
to Santa while adults took advantage of the food, drink, and entertainment 
throughout the park. Earlier in the evening, the crowd was serenaded with 
several Christmas carols by the Lewis-Palmer D38 Middle and High School 
Choirs. Photos by Michael Weinfeld.

Above: Choirs from Lewis-Palmer (LPHS) and Palmer Ridge (PRHS) High 
Schools presented a holiday concert at LPHS auditorium on Dec. 6. Madeline 
Smith, director, conducted choirs from both LPHS and PRHS in seasonal 
presentations that included Christmas, Hanukkah, and even a rendition of 
Robert Frost’s Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening. LPHS choirs included 
Treble Voices and Mixed Choir, and PRHS choirs included Chamber Singers 
and Women’s Ensemble. Janice Kinsley, collaborative pianist, accompanied 
LPHS choirs and Nancy Jacobsen, collaborative pianist, accompanied PRHS 
choirs. Photo by Steve Pate.

Left: In a photo taken Oct. 1, Monument 
Warriors Team Coordinator Lisa Glen 
displays the new track uniforms and 
sound system purchased with a Tri-
Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) 2022 
grant. Eligible groups can start applying 
for grants from the TLWC on Jan. 15. 
Groups eligible to apply for grants up 
to $2,000 include nonprofits, public 
service organizations, and public 
schools that serve the Tri-Lakes area. 
The TLWC grant program focuses on 
smaller organizations that typically 
don’t have the staffing or resources 
to pursue grants from major granting 
foundations. Photo by Sue Leggiero.

Monument Tree Lighting, Dec. 2


