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By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy 
(MA) board held one regular 
meeting and two special meet-
ings in August. At its regular 
meeting on Aug. 8, the board 
discussed non-legal name 
changes, reviewed a proposed 
library policy, and accepted a 
board resignation. At its online 
special meeting on Aug. 16, the 
board met to discuss its char-
ter contract with D38, which 
was subsequently approved by 
the district at its Aug. 29 meet-
ing. See D38 board article on 
page 12.

Finally, at its online spe-
cial meeting on Aug. 29, the 
board authorized President 
Ryan Graham to execute docu-
ments related to acquisition of 
property next to its West Cam-
pus to be used for a parking lot. 
Non-legal name change

Graham noted that MA must 
comply with recently passed 
legislation he disagrees with, 
known as HB24-1039 Non-
Legal Name Changes. He not-
ed that section five says that a 
local education provider shall 
implement a written policy 
outlining how [it] will honor a 
student’s request to use a cho-
sen name and may include a 
process for including [that] on 
school records while comply-
ing with the federal Family Ed-
ucational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) of 1974. 

The law defines “chosen 
name” as any name that a stu-
dent requests to be known as 
that differs from the student’s 
legal name to reflect the stu-
dent’s gender identity. Graham 
said that MA’s policy, JNR-MA 
Non-Legal Name Change for 
Students, would ensure that 
parents are included. The cor-

responding regulation, JNR-R, 
lays out the procedure for ap-
pealing to the executive direc-
tor should the name change be 
denied and includes a notice 
of nondiscrimination. 

Executive Director Colin 
Vinchattle said he had com-
municated with the admin-
istrative team regarding this 
policy and that the regulation 
would be included in the stu-
dent handbook so families 
would have access. Board 
member Matt Ross noted 
that the policy limited name 
changes to once per semes-
ter and required that students 
have the mental capacity 
and intent to forgo their legal 
name. Vinchattle said School 
District 11 had had an enor-
mous number of name chang-
es that impacted staff and that 
any concerns about capacity 
would require communication 
with the legal team.

The board unanimously 
approved these new policies, 
which can be found on the MA 
website at http://bit.ly/ma-
policies. Read the House bill 
at https://bit.ly/co-hb24-1039. 

Library policy
Board member Karen Hoida 
led the discussion of the new 
policy KECL Library Materi-
als Parental Review, noting 
that a draft was in the board 
packet. The policy briefly out-
lines the process for reviewing 
library materials if a parent or 
legal guardian of a current MA 
student has an objection or 
concern. She said the librar-
ian would make a review form 
available. 

Materials would be re-
moved from shelves or 
blocked while under review by 
a Library Review Committee 

(LRC). The LRC would consist 
of three parents or legal guard-
ians of a current student (ex-
cluding board members) and 
serve a two-year term. One 
teacher of the appropriate 
grade level and one appoint-
ed administration member 
would also serve on the com-
mittee. The LRC would report 
to the board. 

Parents and legal guard-
ians may submit no more 
than three requests for review; 
after a book is reviewed, it 
will not be reviewed again for 
five years. The MA board also 
reserves the right to exclude 
books, magazines, or other 
papers they deem inappropri-
ate. 

Graham asked the board 
to take time to review the pol-
icy, send comments to Vin-
chattle, and be prepared to 
take action at the September 
meeting. 

Highlights
Board meeting highlights in-
clude:
•	 Board member Emily 

Belisle resigned because 
her family is moving out 
of state. She thanked the 
board, staff, teachers, and 
parents, saying that rep-
resenting them was an 
honor. The board unani-
mously agreed to run as a 
six-member board rather 
than replace Belisle and 
reorganized its board du-

By Janet Sellers
At the Aug. 14 meeting of the 
Monument Planning Com-
mission (MPC), the commis-
sioners considered a proposed 
Ziggi’s Coffee restaurant, dis-
cussed land development, 
and expressed concern about 
potential impacts of develop-
ment on nearby homes and 
businesses. It also discussed 
a joint meeting with the Town 
Council concerning the scope 
of the Comprehensive Plan 
Update project. 

The commissioners ex-
pressed concern about the 
orientation of buildings on 
Jackson Creek Parkway and 
suggested guidelines for devel-
opment to create a welcoming 
look. Negotiating with devel-
opers during the preliminary 
process to set guidelines could 
limit frustration with buildings 
facing the “wrong direction,” 
starting the conversation ear-
lier in the planning and design 
process. 

The commission dis-
cussed the proposed devel-
opment of Ziggi’s Coffee, a 
growing, nationwide coffee 
franchise, at Monument Mar-
ketplace North with the devel-
opment representative and the 

owner. Concerns about zoning 
compliance, traffic generation, 
and pedestrian access were 
raised, while the developer 
emphasized a commitment to 
improving pedestrian access 
and addressing safety con-
cerns. Design inconsistencies 
such as the drive-through de-
sign not resembling the front 
door and the building archi-
tecture facing Jackson Creek 
Parkway were physical issues 
of concern, as well as appro-
priate sidewalks. 

The commissioners also 
discussed the visibility of new 
businesses in the area and 
the orientation of buildings 
on Jackson Creek Parkway. A 
commissioner expressed sup-
port for the project with regard 
to the supporting documents, 
while another commissioner 
raised concerns about safety 
in areas that “are not very 
safe.” Sign concerns were also 
raised, in the interest of mak-
ing sure the businesses in that 
area will be successful.

Commissioner Ray Eg-
ley spoke up as it was noticed 
that the only access to the 
business is off what is being 
designated as a private road, 
which is off Harness Road. The 

concern was of snow removal 
and continuing maintenance 
of that road, not only for the 
businesses that are there but 
for the consumers who want 
to frequent those businesses. 
Commissioner Angley asked 
the developer, “... how would 
they address that, who’s taking 
care of that?” The developer 
replied that the entrance to 
the building is not on Jackson 
Creek Parkway but faces west. 
The owner of the business, 
Greg Flynn, owns five other 
Ziggi’s in Colorado and shared 
details of how the business 
plans to have a welcoming es-
tablishment with a fireplace 
indoors for atmosphere, ban-
ners at the high school, some 
in-house special days, and so 
on to show that it invests in the 
community. 

The recommendation to 
approve the edifice of Zig-
gi’s was based on the final 
planned unit development for 
lot 4 of Monument Market-
place North, for a restaurant 
and drive through, supported 
by the display of facts on the 
meeting room screen and 
described by following docu-
ments that were shown for the 
site plan for the lot, prepared 

by MAH architectural group. 
Grading erosion control in site 
construction plans was pre-
pared by the civil engineering 
group, with the drainage re-
port for the marketplace filing 
1 prepared by the same engi-
neering group, and the traffic 
generation and analysis for 
Ziggi’s prepared by SM Roca 
LLC, the documents of which 
should include the attached 
findings of fact in support of 
the recommendation.

**********
The Monument Planning 
Commission usually meets 
the second Wednesday of each 
month. To see the options for 
remote public participation 
in each meeting, visit www.
townofmonument.org/263/
P l a n n i n g - C o m m i s s i o n -
Board-of-Adjustment. Infor-
mation: 719-884-8028 or www.
townofmonument.org.
Janet Sellers can be reached at 

JanetSellers@ocn.me.
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Johan is the Tri-Lakes area’s premier 
naturally-curly-hair-focused hair studio!  
Our each of our stylists has over 20 years’ experience 

in caring for curls! Custom curl cutting, coloring, 
treatments, and education! We can help you find 
the best shape/style, and achieve beautiful curl 

definition using 100% clean organic products! Call us 
today to schedule your transformation! 

(719) 488-2662
634 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133
www.Facebook.com/johanhairstudio
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