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accused a conflict of interest? Punishment is be-
ing given to a man who was only doing the right 
thing. The lack of communication is unbeliev-
able, how do you put someone on extended paid 
administrative leave treat him the way he has 
been treated, without a clear explanation. What 
steps are the board taking to get Michael back to 
work? Michael has earned the right to be treated 
in a respectful way by the board and the commu-
nity. Unfortunately, this is not the road this board 
has chosen to take. The actions by the board and 
the comments made to KRDO 13 seem to be 
calculated and unfair. By temporarily removing 
these men from their positions, what does that 
truly accomplish? It is terrible how this man has 
been building a positive reputation in the fire 
community for all these years to have this board 
tarnish his reputation. Our family hopes to get 
answers and all of this resolved in a timely man-
ner, seen as it has been going on for far too long,” 
said Krcmer. See https://gazette.com/ttribune.com/
black-forest-fire-chief-placed-on-administrative-
leave-after-staff-complaints/article.

	 Note: Krcmer stated during her comments that 
the building access codes had been changed, but 
staff were willing to meet Torres at the perimeter 
of Station 1, to return his property.

•	 Ryan Haynie, treasurer of the Del Norte Fire Pro-
tection District Board of Directors, addressed the 
board via Zoom and said, “I would like to remind 
the board that you have a duty to take care of 
your constituents, take care of your firefighters, 
and take care of the affairs of the district. Unfor-
tunately, when these types of incidents happen it 
is a negative perception for the department and 
the fire service in general. Please be fair with ev-
erybody whose involved in this, please don’t cre-
ate environments where members don’t feel safe 
to report things. Your obligation as board mem-
bers is to do what’s best for that fire district, and 
when you have individuals that don’t feel safe to 
report allegations, or when they do report allega-
tions, they feel that they have retribution against 
them for doing the right thing, that’s not fair. 

Please take care of your people, because without 
the people you don’t have anything left. Those 
individuals who go out on the trucks every day, 
who are training, who are doing everything that 
they’re doing, they are the ones who are keep-
ing your district going; that’s who the people see 
every day and who the people trust. Take care 
of your people, treat them right, and keep them 
safe,” said Haynie.

•	 Firefighter Michael Alverado requested the board 
allow additional public comments after the ex-
ecutive session before the regular session con-
cludes, to allow educated comments. 

Chairman Nate Dowden thanked Piepenburg, Torres, 
Krcmer, Haynie, and Alverado for their comments.
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