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She applauded the Ehrhardt family for 
scheduling a meeting with the town, 
and said Kurt Ehrhardt “loves this com-
munity, is a wonderful member of our 
community and seeks to work with the 
community as he moves forward with 
this development.”

In his opening remarks, Nick Eh-
rhardt told the crowd of more than 100 
attendees that his parents Marsha and 
Kurt own the property jointly and that 
he wanted them treated respectfully. 
He said rumors that he had used his 
seat on the board to influence events 
were “insulting and unfounded.” He 
turned the meeting over to Kurt Eh-
rhardt.

Kurt Ehrhardt told the attendees 
that Dollar General made an offer of 
$475,000 for half of the lot adjacent to 
Highway 105. The other half of the lot 
was worth about the same, he said. He 
recounted two other attempts he had 
made to develop the property. When 
Facinelli Motors lost its lease on County 
Line Road, Ehrhardt proposed it move 
to the property. Ehrhardt mentioned 
another effort to develop the property 
as a mix of commercial and residential 
uses. Both projects fell through, he said.

After his summary of past develop-
ment efforts, Ehrhardt announced that 
he and his wife were trying to withdraw 
from their contract with Dollar Gen-
eral. This was met with applause from 
the audience. 
Note: Several days after the meeting, 
Ehrhardt announced on social media 
that he had been successful in cancel-
ing his agreement with Dollar General.)

Ehrhardt said the land had been 
for sale for 10 years and he had been 
burdened with property taxes on it. He 
believed a Dollar General store would 

after the first presentation on May 29. 
See https://wp.ocn.me/v24n7mfd. 

Kevin Shaffer from OZ Architecture 
presented the potential design for the 
rebuild of Station 3 on a 2-acre lot north 
of the YMCA, Jackson Creek Parkway, 
described the floor plan changes, and 
said:
•	 The floor plan is similar to the last 

presentation and still presents 
with the potential for future ad-
ministrative offices.

•	 The design still shows four appa-
ratus bays, storage space, bunker 
gear, and decontamination area.

•	 An 825-square-foot training room 
will be larger than the Station 1 
training room.

•	 The size of the courtyard is re-
duced, and the entrance has a 
similar sequence as the initial 
plan.

•	 The bedrooms are now organized 
away from the mechanical equip-
ment.

•	 The layout is slightly different, 
with room to add administrative 
offices at a later date.

•	 A six-to-eight-person elevator is 
included to reach the accommo-
dation area on the second floor. 
All two-story and above public 
buildings are required by code to 
include an elevator. An ADA com-
pliant bathroom will be located in 
the lobby.

•	 The training tower was moved to 
a central location, and the interior 
mezzanine can also be used for 
training purposes. 

•	 The size is reduced consider-
ably from the previous design of 
about 23,000 square feet with the 
administrative offices, to 18,328 
square feet with room to add office 
space later.

Eric Becker of OZ Architecture showed 
a series of early concept perspective 
views, all depicting a reserved modern 
design with glass to provide natural 
light, and a mostly brick exterior, incor-
porating soft grays and tans, with some 
wood for the soffits, using natural ma-
terials. He said the station will have:
•	 Window controls and black-out 

shades.
•	 Tower with potential for light on-

site training and allowing day-
light into the bays and mezzanine 
with room for storage and creating 
that civic landmark that says “fire 
station.”

•	 The dynamic roof form design will 
provide coverage and draw the 
eye to the horizon and beyond.

The board thanked the team for the 
presentation and said they were im-
pressed with the revised conceptual 
design. 

Shaffer said the design is quite a 
departure from the previous concept, 
and the interesting thing about the site 
is there is not a lot of contiguous con-
texts. There is an opportunity to make a 
civic expression, he said.

Financial report
Treasurer Tom Kelly said that as of July 
31, the district was at 58.3% of the to-
tal amount of the predicted budget 
and considered in line with projec-
tions. Overall revenue year to date is 
about $20.166 million, about 91.4% of 
the projected 2024 income budget set 
at about $22 million. (Includes a little 
over $2 million for the Wescott contract 
for services.) Overall expenses year to 
date are about $9.649 million or 59% 
of the projected expense budget set at 
about $16.336 million. The board re-
viewed 22 electronic transmissions for 
July over $2,500, and of note were:
•	 $10,000 Midwest Fire Water tender 

down payment
•	 $107,493 OZ Architecture Training 

Center/Fire Station 3 and 4
•	 $128,371 Flintco LLC Station 4 re-

model
•	 $8,602 Wex Bank Inc. Fleet fuel
•	 $16,934 CBIZ 2023 audit
Every transaction appeared appropri-
ate and within the 2024 budget, Kelly 
said. The checking and savings ac-
counts totaled about $21.749 million 
(about $16 million in the Operations 
and General Fund). The General Oper-
ations Fund increased by about $5 mil-
lion from the June 30 financial report; 
the primary increase was based upon 
the new inclusion of property taxes, 
said Kelly.

The board accepted the financial 
report as presented in a 5-1 vote.

Training center update
Kovacs said the training center project 
continues as scheduled and is going 
through the PUD and re-platting of the 
property to accommodate district part-
ner Front Range Apparatus on 2 acres 
of the 14-acre site adjacent to Station 1. 
The district received some documents 
earlier in the week validating the sub-
mittal to the Town of Monument for ap-
proval, so the project is moving forward 
as scheduled, he said.

Merger update
Kovacs said that as part of the merger 
process, he will accompany Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District (DW-
FPD) legal counsel at the end of Sep-
tember when they go before the county 
judge for the hearing to approve the 
dissolution of DWFPD. There are a few 
loose ends to tie up before the end of 
the calendar year, just finishing up 
some of the final details with the Fire-
fighters Police Pension Association, 
specific to the Volunteer Firefighters 
Pension Association Fund, but every-
thing is on track and looking favorable, 
he said. The district does not expect 
any concerns to present, and the two 
districts will officially be unified by 
the end of the year in readiness for the 
2025 fiscal year. “We are in the home 
stretch,” he said.

Closest response units
Kovacs said the district has developed a 
specific closest response unit arrange-
ment with BFFRPD. The arrangement 
includes EMS and engine units and is 
in addition to existing mutual aid part-
ners. The agreement will provide the 
public with a faster unit response, he 
said.
Note: The chief’s report and the finan-
cial report can be found at www.monu-
mentfire.org.

Executive session
The board moved into an executive ses-

sion at 7:18 p.m., pursuant to Colorado 
Revised Statutes section 24-6-402(4)(e) 
to develop a negotiation strategy and 
instruct negotiations on possible lease-
purchase of real property.

Kovacs confirmed to OCN that af-
ter the board returned to the regular 
meeting at 8:12 p.m., no further action 
was taken by the board.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
**********

Meetings are usually held on the fourth 
Wednesday every month. The next reg-
ular meeting is scheduled for Sept. 25 
at 6:30 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 Highway 
105. For Microsoft Teams virtual join-
ing instructions, agendas, minutes, and 
updates, visit www.monumentfire.org 
or contact Director of Administration 
Jennifer Martin at 719-484-9011.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at  
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me. 

Above: Above: OZ Architecture exte-
rior design for the rebuild of Station 3. 
Image courtesy of MFD.

NOEL RELIEF CENTERS
A NEW APPROACH TO PAIN RELIEF

We offer several new treatment options 
for pain relief and optimal health.  

*** $39 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL *** 
Includes Consultation with Dr. Noel, Pulstar 

Electronic Spinal Alignment, Physical and 
Neurological Exam, and Report of Findings.

950 Baptist Rd #130, Monument, CO 80132

(719) 359-9947 
https://noelreliefcenters.com    •    info@noelreliefcenters.com

CONDITIONS TREATED: Back Pain • Neck Pain • 
Headaches / Migraines • Sciatica • Arthritis • Tendonitis • 

Herniated Disc • Frozen Shoulder • Trigger Finger • 
Rotator Cuff Syndrome • Plantar Fasciitis • Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome • Jaw Pain / TMJ Syndrome • Sports Injuries • 

Sprain / Strain Injuries • Fibromyalgia • More… 

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908
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If being a part of a family in a 
beautiful home with great care 
would benefit your loved one, 
contact us.

Visit us on-line and read our story
www.NewDayCottages.com

DOLLAR GENERAL  
(Cont. from 1)

Let us sell for YOU on the 
WORLD’S LARGEST auction site! 

The Blue Sage Merchant 
 

Offering Curbside Appointments Only 

719-488-1822 or  bluesageclient@q.com 
We do ALL the work so you don’t have to!  

Proudly serving the Front Range for 19 years! 

We Have Moved! 
284 Washington St. 
Still in Downtown 

Monument! 


