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while accommodating growth. The
council unanimously approved the
Vision Statement, setting the foun-
dation for the Strategic Plan.
Situated at the gateway to the
Pikes Peak region, the Town of Mon-
ument stands out as a friendly, close-
knit community that offers both a
sense of small town charm and ac-
cess to the conveniences and ame-
nities of modern living. In recent
years, the popularity and opportu-
nities available in this area of Colo-
rado, including Monument, have
resulted in significant growth and
development. Amidst this change,
the vision and commitment of the
Town of Monument remains steady:
To ensure a safe, welcoming and
productive community that empow-
ers individuals and families to pros-
per together and enjoy the quality
lifestyle that they desire. Forecast-
ing into the future, Monument will
remain prepared and capable of bal-
ancing responsible growth and de-
velopment while continually meet-
ing the needs of its residents and
preserving its unique small town
character all have come to admire
and appreciate, including protecting

By Janet Sellers
At the Jan. 8 meeting, the Monu-
ment Planning Commission elected
Martin Trehill as chair and Chad
Smith as vice chair.

At the first public hearing for
the Woodmoor Placer Replat B final
plat, the project was approved, with
concerns about traffic and access
addressed. The second hearing ap-
proved the final plat for Falcon Com-
merce Center Park and Signage. The
third hearing for Connexus Lot 2
was continued to Feb. 12. The meet-
ing concluded with updates on the
Comprehensive Plan and a develop-
ment impact fee study, emphasizing

the inspiring natural surroundings
which the community values and re-
spects.

The strategic planner concluded
the presentation by outlining the
next steps in the planning process,
which include identifying strategic
priorities that will guide policy and
initiatives in the coming years. This
Vision Statement serves as the cor-
nerstone for the plan, shaping the
town’s goals and ensuring alignment
with the community’s aspirations for
the future.

Falcon Commerce Center

Final PUD approved

At the Jan. 6 meeting, representa-
tives from NES and the developers
of Falcon Commerce Center pre-
sented updates on the multi-phase
project, detailing the planned indus-
trial and commercial development.
The project, spanning 214 acres,
includes areas for civic, industrial,
medical, and office uses. Key infra-
structure improvements, such as the
extension of Terrazzo Drive, were
highlighted, with NES contributing
$480,000 toward traffic signal en-
hancements.

Despite these efforts, council-
members raised concerns. King ex-
pressed unease about contaminants
in the stormwater basin, while Kim-
ple criticized the traffic situation
and suggested that the development
would worsen congestion on the
west side. Kimple also objected to
the proposed building colors, prefer-
ring earth tones over U.S. Air Force
Academy-inspired designs.

King and Fiorito underscored the
growing traffic issues, with Fiorito
noting that even in “perfect weath-
er,” congestion remains a problem,
and 18-wheel trucks would exacer-
bate the issue. King described the
situation as “a giant mess,” while
Kimple questioned the overall im-
pact on Terrazzo Road, pointing out
that decisions made by CDOT to add
a roundabout have not resolved the
core challenges. Councilmember
Romanello countered the concerns,
calling the extended delays “ridicu-
lous,” demanding a vote to move
forward.

Though concerns remained
prominent, the council ultimately
voted 7-0 to approve the updated
plans. Fiorito and Kimple reiterated
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Commission elects Trehill as chair, hears concerns about
traffic and access for Woodmoor Placer Replat B

community and developer outreach.
Apologies were made for technical
and other errors in the meeting.
The commissioners look to pro-
vide a calendar and schedule for
the upcoming Comprehensive Plan
update process, including opportu-
nities for Planning Commission in-
volvement. The commissioners also
expressed frustration about the lack
of detail in the minutes regarding
split votes and discussed the impor-
tance of including detailed findings
of fact in the minutes, given that
there had been considerable discus-
sion regarding the various signifi-
cant issues brought forth in the De-

cember meeting resulting in a split
vote.

As reported in the January is-
sue of OCN, the commission had ap-
proved recommendations in a Dec.
11 meeting for the sketch plan for
the Woodmoor Placer Replat B, a
commercial subdivision along Jack-
son Creek Parkway. This is awaiting
approval from the Monument Town
Council. This development, aimed
at accommodating growing com-
munity needs, includes six lots and
will focus on shared access roads,
pedestrian pathways, and utility
easements. The commissioners em-
phasized their desire to ensure the

their reservations about the traffic
implications and building aesthet-
ics, with Fiorito stating he would
like something other than “big white
buildings.” Despite the unanimous
approval, the council acknowledged
the need for ongoing diligence in
addressing traffic flow, environmen-
tal impacts, and design standards as
the project progresses.
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The Monument Town Council usu-
ally meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first
and third Mondays of each month
at Monument Town Hall, 645 Bea-
con Lite Road. The next meetings
are scheduled for Monday, Feb. 3
and Tuesday, Feb. 18 (Monday, Feb.
17 is Presidents’ Day). For more in-
formation, call 719-884-8014 or
visit www.townofmonument.org. To
view upcoming agendas, complete
board packets, or download audio
recordings of past meetings, visit
http://monumenttownco.minute-
sondemand.com and click on “Town
Council.”
Chris Jeub can be reached at
chrisjeub@ocn.me.

architecture of the Woodmoor Plac-
er Replat B development is compat-
ible with the surrounding area dur-
ing the site plan review process.

The Planning Commission usually
meets on the second Wednesday of
each month. The next meeting is
scheduled for Feb. 12. For further in-
formation on Planning Commission
meetings, please visit www.townof-
monument.org/263/planning-com-
mission-board-of-adjustment or con-
tact 719-884-8028.

Janet Sellers can be reached at
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

MFD (Cont. from 1)

based on the International Code
Council, the WUI code, along with
several others, and using insurance
codes for reference. The law will
mandate the use of limited combus-
tible and non-combustible building
materials and meet a vegetation
management plan for all new con-

struction, remodels, and refits over
a set percentage located in the WUI.
There will also be some changes re-
garding building code/fire marshal
officials that could create another
layer for the district, said Bradley.
See  htps://www.dfpc.colorado.gov
and NEPCO article on page 15 and
letter on page 16.
Revenue stabilization

Kovacs said he is a member of one of

STARS OF TOMORROW TALENT COMPETITION

Stars of Tomorrow is a professionally-judged, performing arts

talent show for grades 1 — 12.

Application, Fee & Audition Rules
Participants must live within Lewis-Palmer School District D-38

borders or attend a D38 school.

e Applications must be received by February 8, 2025
e Application Fee: $10 per act

(make checks payable to

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club)
e Applicants will be notified

by February 17th if they

have been selected to audition

To apply, scan the QR above or complete the Application at:
https://monumenthillkiwanis.org/machform/view.php?id=26322
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e Auditions — Saturday, February 22, 2025

e Auditioners will be notified by February 27th
if they will be performing.
® Rehearsal — Saturday, March 15, 2025
e Show - Sunday, March 16, 2025.
Auditions are competitive! Come prepared as show-ready.
You will be rated on: Talent, Technique & Artistry, Presentation,
Stage Presence & Selection of Material

Prizes

Elementary (1-5) - $500

Middle School (6-8) - $750 1st, $500 2
High School (9-12) - $2,000 1st, $1,000 24, $500 3rd

three committees the State of Colo-
rado identified to discuss revenue
stabilization for special districts and
special fire districts. Gov. Jared Polis
indicated in a recent visit to south-
ern Colorado that public safety is a
priority. The district has sent a letter
to the legislative aides expressing
the district’s concerns about prop-
erty taxes and how that impacts spe-
cial districts. The Legislature is back
in session, and 10 bills regarding
fire districts will be considered. The
state fire chiefs were set to attend on
Jan. 23. The intent is to work with
the authors of the legislation “so we
are off to the races again with all of
that” with the goal of adopting the
state WUI code, and the single stair-
case for large buildings, five floors
or less, that is being driven by de-
velopers in large municipalities to
maintain a smaller footprint and
allow infill within cities for afford-
able housing. It would have less con-
cern for small municipalities such as
MFD, but it is a step backward from
a life safety perspective, said Kovacs.
Petition for inclusion
The board accepted a petition for in-
clusion and set a public hearing for
Feb. 26 at 4:30 p.m. for 106.6 acres
of real property off Gambler Place,
Colorado Springs, owned by Thad-
deus J. Jarosz to be developed into
10 single-family dwellings that will
be included into the district for ser-
vices.

2025 board director election
Kovacs said the district will hold an
election on May 6 to fill the Board
of Directors positions currently held
by Duane Garrett, Mark Gunder-
man, John Hildebrandt, Tom Kelly,
and Mike Smaldino. Three seats will
be for four-year terms and two seats
will be for two-year terms. Any eli-
gible elector of the special district
who desires to be a candidate for
the office of special district director
must file a self-nomination and ac-
ceptance form with the designated
election official at 16055 Old For-
est Point, Suite 102, Monument, no
later than close of business on Feb.
28. The district does not maintain

term limitations for board directors,
and if the district does not receive
additional electors the election will
be cancelled.

In a 5-0 vote, the board ap-
proved Resolution 2025-02 calling
for the 2025 regular district election
and appointing Kovacs as the des-
ignated election official, setting the
precinct and polling place location,
delegating to the designated elec-
tion official the authority to appoint
judges of the election, and setting
the compensation of the appointed
election judges at $14.42 per hour.

The board also approved the
electronic posting of notices on the
district website.

Kovacs said the district is no lon-
ger legally required to post notices
in hard copy at the fire stations, but
besides the district website, meet-
ing information will continue to be
posted in both places.

Staffing update

Kovacs said that Battalion Chief Mi-
cah Coyle had returned to his pre-
vious role as shift battalion chief,
and he thanked Coyle for his one-
year administrative duty as execu-
tive battalion chief. Battalion Chief
Janaka Branden has replaced Coyle
as the executive battalion chief for
2025.

Paramedic Stephanie Botkin is
attending the Pikes Peak State Col-
lege Recruit Fire Academy with two
recently hired paramedics. Fire-
fighter/Paramedic Rachael Peters
accepted the EMS coordinator posi-
tion, while Botkin attends the acad-
emy through May. Two paramed-
ics accepted jobs in Adams County
and South Metro Fire Rescue, to
be geographically closer to home.
Paramedics Andrew Dore and Taylor
Lindsey were sworn in at a ceremo-
ny after the meeting, said Kovacs.

Apparatus update
Kovacs said the district had taken
possession of a new ladder truck
and the staff training is complete.
The process of outfitting the ap-
paratus has begun. The district an-
ticipates receiving two engines (ap-
proved about two years ago) in early




