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Grace Best decision
Chief Business Officer Brett Ridg-

way and Director of Planning, Facili-
ties and Grounds Melissa Andrews 
presented the agenda item regard-
ing the future of Grace Best Educa-

tion Center (GBEC). They noted that 
the same presentation was discussed 
at a good community Engage and El-
evate meeting on Jan. 16.

Ridgway clarified that the goal is 
to upgrade from the current physical 
situation while maintaining continu-
ity for the Home School Enrichment 
Academy (HSEA) and Transitions 
programs. He said the programs are 
important to the district, and the cur-
rent space is not a viable long-term 
solution. Ridgway indicated that the 
district would identify temporary 
space for these programs by Feb. 28 
and either identify or construct a 
permanent facility that meets or ex-
ceeds the needs determined by the 
program sponsors in the 2026-27 
fiscal year. 

GBEC has a long history, as 
shown in the presentation on Board-
docs at https://bit.ly/gbec-final-
summary. Parts of the building date 
back to 1957 and newer portions 
were added in 1979 and 1988. It has 
served as a high school and elemen-
tary school and, most recently, as 
the home for HSEA and Transitions, 

as well as for the Bearbotics pro-
gram, the Silver Key Tri-Lakes Se-
nior Center, and community events. 
Several community meetings and 
teams have discussed the future of 
GBEC, including, in 2021, a discus-
sion of converting it to an innova-
tion center. 

The age and condition of the 
building, updated code require-
ments, and a lack of funding have 
stymied efforts to determine a solu-
tion. Recent legislation has freed up 
reserves on a one-time basis, and a 
Career and Innovation Center (CIC) 
is being created by remodeling a 
nearby facility. 

During the Oct. 1 work session, 
the board discussed GBEC, noting 
that the Monument Fire Depart-
ment’s annual inspection found the 
building unsuitable for students or 
programs and required the district 
to come up with a plan within a year 
to address concerns. 

The presentation shown at both 
the community meeting and the 
board meeting presents five options 
along with associated costs:
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Above: Grace Best Elementary School in downtown Monument as it appeared 
in 2010 prior to its closure. Photo by Mike Wicklund.

COMPANIONSHIP
Services

Call our Silver Line (719) 884-2300 
or email info@silverkey.org

Helping you remain happy
and independent with friendly 
home visits.

Sign up today♥

Immediate openings.
Scholarships available.

Dog Grooming
NOW OPEN Tue.-Sat. 8 am-3 pm

481 Highway 105, Suite 206 Monument

(719) 481-2968

10% OFF a full groom
New clients only. Good through 2/28/25.
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Physician administered proceduresPhysician administered procedures

Laser Snoring Reduction
Fotona 4D Facelift
Botox/Xeomin
Laser Hair Removal or Regrowth
Microneedling / Chemical Peels
Hydra-Facials

        and much more!!

Traditional “Hands-On”
Chiropractic therapy
X-Ray evaluation
Dry Needling
No long-term commitments!

Tilden Kinlaw, D.C.       Gregory Mesa, M.D.

Aesthetics Chiropractic

20% off Valentine’s Day Gift Certificates
20% off Bikini & Brazillian Laser Hair Removal

Through Feb 28th

719-212-8996       1730 Lake Woodmoor Dr, Monument
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CATHOLIC
CLASSICAL
EDUCATION
124 First Street
Monument, CO 80132
719-481-1855
petertherockschool.org

Schedule a tour at petertherockschool.org.

1752 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument, Colorado 80132
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Sales and Installation

www.affordableflooringconnection.com
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LIVE THEATRE IN PALMER LAKE

www.funkylittletheater.org / www.townofpalmerlake.com 
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FEB 14-16
LIMITED ENGAGEMENT

What begins as frivolous note
sharing between childhood
friends, unfolds into a
lifelong love affair via 
the art of letter writing.
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