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D38 (Cont. from 1) way and Director of Planning, Facili-
ties and Grounds Melissa Andrews
presented the agenda item regard-

ing the future of Grace Best Educa-
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tion Center (GBEC). They noted that
the same presentation was discussed
at a good community Engage and El-
evate meeting on Jan. 16.

Ridgway clarified that the goal is
to upgrade from the current physical
situation while maintaining continu-
ity for the Home School Enrichment
Academy (HSEA) and Transitions
programs. He said the programs are
important to the district, and the cur-
rent space is not a viable long-term
solution. Ridgway indicated that the
district would identify temporary
space for these programs by Feb. 28
and either identify or construct a
permanent facility that meets or ex-
ceeds the needs determined by the
program sponsors in the 2026-27
fiscal year.

GBEC has a long history, as
shown in the presentation on Board-
docs at https://bit.ly/gbec-final-
summary. Parts of the building date
back to 1957 and newer portions
were added in 1979 and 1988. It has
served as a high school and elemen-
tary school and, most recently, as
the home for HSEA and Transitions,

as well as for the Bearbotics pro-
gram, the Silver Key Tri-Lakes Se-
nior Center, and community events.
Several community meetings and
teams have discussed the future of
GBEC, including, in 2021, a discus-
sion of converting it to an innova-
tion center.

The age and condition of the
building, updated code require-
ments, and a lack of funding have
stymied efforts to determine a solu-
tion. Recent legislation has freed up
reserves on a one-time basis, and a
Career and Innovation Center (CIC)
is being created by remodeling a
nearby facility.

During the Oct. 1 work session,
the board discussed GBEC, noting
that the Monument Fire Depart-
ment’s annual inspection found the
building unsuitable for students or
programs and required the district
to come up with a plan within a year
to address concerns.

The presentation shown at both
the community meeting and the
board meeting presents five options
along with associated costs:

Above: Grace Best Elementary School in downtown Monument as it appeared
in 2010 prior to its closure. Photo by Mike Wicklund.
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