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actions, and bring back a contract when condi-
tions are met. 

Recognitions
The board recognized two students, Lewis-Palmer 
High School (LPHS) junior Nicholas Berthelotte 
and Palmer Ridge High School (PRHS) junior 
Rhett Jones, for achieving perfect scores of 1520 
on the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude and Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). Principals Bridget O’Connor and Dr. 
Adam Frank spoke about the students. Jones was 
unable to attend due to a college visit. The board 
presented a commemorative plaque and took 
photos. 

The board also recognized TLC as a long-
standing community partner. For many years, 
TLC has supported D38 students and families 
through its mission to “provide a compassionate 
community safety net to ensure everyone has the 
support they need.” Communications Director 
Amy Matisek noted that TLC had helped supple-
ment food the district had gathered for a family. 

Executive Director Haley Chapin said it was 
an honor to partner with and help the commu-
nity, noting that TLC provides school snack packs 
and that D38 students come to TLC for various 
projects. Schur thanked the board for its recogni-
tion.

Matisek, noting that it was National School 

Board Recognition Month, thanked the board for 
all it does and introduced two school principals 
to share their remarks and words of gratitude. 
Davonne Johnson, principal at Lewis-Palmer El-
ementary School (LPES), thanked the board on 
behalf of the whole elementary team. Referring to 
the LPES theme of “Keeping on Track,” she wel-
comed them aboard. 

O’Connor represented the secondary school 
team, which focuses on families, noting its gift of 
The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. She said this 
book means different things to different people, 
with the tree giving unselfishly to a boy who is 
not always grateful. She said that the board is a 
role model for students by volunteering at a high 
level and giving in ways that don’t always get rec-
ognition. 

Highlights
Board meeting highlights include:
•	 During public comments, Jason DeaBueno, 

CEO and president of Silver Key, gave its or-
ganizational history, noting that two agenda 
items would impact it. He said the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Services’ space in Grace Best allowed 
it to build intergenerational connections with 
students. He noted that Silver Key had been 
in talks with TLC about solving the needs of 
both organizations utilizing the three acres 
of land. Silver Key is committed and has de-

veloped reserves to invest in this community, 
he said, and wants to work with TLC and sup-
ports the purchase of the land. 

•	 Melinda Reichal commented that she thought 
Datteri could have worked out if given time 
and expressed concerns that any future su-
perintendent may hesitate to come to the dis-
trict. 

•	 LPHS students Aaron Weeks and Anna Hack-
er presented on Student Council activities 
and goals. 

•	 Matisek presented an update on strategic 
priority six: Relationships and Communica-
tion, reviewing outcome measures and ac-
tion steps to help increase the net promoter 
score for district staff and parents and in-
crease community partnerships. Action steps 
include launching the BOE Recap, LP Lead-
ership Link, and Building Connections news-
letters, integrating staff spotlights and kudos 
and mentioning the Elevate 38 awards into e-
newsletters. D38 is collaborating with schools 
to define and populate an initial database of 
partnerships. 

•	 Assistant Superintendent Amber Whetstine 
and Director of Innovative Programs Jessica 
McAllister presented an update on the CIC. 
McAllister showed an updated timeline and 
a fly-through simulation of what the build-
ing would look like once completed. She also 
reported on marketing efforts, student inter-
est, and progress on partnerships. Weeks ex-
pressed excitement for the CIC, saying that 
graduating robotics students expressed great-
er interest in returning to mentor in the new 
building. 

Above: The D38 board recognized two students who achieved perfect scores of 1520 on the PSAT/
NSMQT: Nicholas Berthelotte of Lewis-Pamer High School and Rhett Jones of Palmer Ridge High School. 
Principals from their respective schools, Bridget O’Connor and Dr. Adam Frank, spoke highly of the students 
as being well-rounded and humble. Jones was unable to attend the board meeting due to a college visit 
but Frank accepted the plaque on his behalf. From left are board President Tiffiney Upchurch, board 
member Todd Brown, Nicholas’ father Joseph Berthelotte, Berthelotte, O’Connor, Nicholas’ mom Marcella 
Berthelotte, and board members Kris Norris, Dr. Patti Shank, and Ron Schwarz. Photo by Jackie Burhans.
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