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Above: The D38 board recognized Tri-Lakes Cares (TLC) as a long-time community partner in the district
for supporting and partnering with D38 students and families. From left are board member Dr. Patti Shank,
President Tiffiney Upchurch, Todd Brown, Tri-Lakes Cares Executive Director Haley Chapin, board member
Kris Norris, Tri-Lakes Cares board President Rich Schur, and board Treasurer Ron Schwarz. Photo by
Jackie Burhans.Patti Shank, and Ron Schwarz. Photo by Jackie Burhans.
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Above: At the Jan. 31 D38 board meeting, school principals expressed their gratitude to the board in | DOT Inspections |
honor of School Board Recognition Month. Lewis-Palmer Elementary School Principal Davonne Johnson Sales - Service - Parts
and Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Bridget O’Connor expressed the appreciation of the elementary I www.tanglewoodtrailers.com I
and secondary principals, respectively. Principals from across the district gathered for a group photo with 1 719-960-0600 1
the board. From left in the back are board member Todd Brown, Palmer Lake Elementary School Principal | Local - Veteran-Owned - Family-Run |
Kim Briding, Johnson, O’Connor, Ray Kilmer Elementary School Principal Greg Saunders,andBearCreek hom m o o o o on oo on on on =n == == =m

Elementary School Principal Donnell Potter. From left in the front are board members Kris Norris, Dr. Patti
Shank, President Tiffiney Upchurch, Treasurer Ron Schwarz, Prairie Winds Elementary School Principal
Rachel Sellers, and Palmer Ridge High School Principal Dr. Adam Frank. Photo by Jackie Burhans.
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Garry Greenspan

Computer and Technology Specialist

3070 Doolittle Road 719-357-8393
Monument, CO 80132 Fax - 866-884-5815
garryg@compsurgeon.com

* The board unanimously approved changes
to instruction policies, including curriculum
development, home schooling, primary edu-
cation, academic achievement, early literacy
and reading comprehension, and flag dis-
plays. The changes align with the Colorado
Association of School Boards recommenda-
tions and do not significantly impact district
operations.

e The board unanimously approved repeal-
ing policies on school volunteers and early
graduation, noting that the policies are not
required and are covered in handbooks.

* The board unanimously approved a new pol-
icy IHDB Equivalence of Service as required
by federal law.

The board unanimously approved the amend-
ed budget for 2024-25 as presented by Ridg-
way. Ridgway said this lets the district ac-
count for the final per-pupil revenue and
student count. The amended budget details
the CIC work.
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The Lewis-Palmer D 38 Board of Education gener-
ally meets at 6 p.m. on the third Monday of the
month in the district’s learning center, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. The next meeting will be held
on Feb. 17. For information, contact vwood @lew-
ispalmer.org
Jackie Burhans can be reached at
jackieburhans@ocn.me.
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~ Location: Meeting at Mountain Community Mennonite Church
643 State Highway 105, Palmer Lake -

Sunday Service in-person at 10:45am
Live service streaming on fuelchurch.org at 1: 00am
 Non-denominational Spirit-filled

Monument Academy School Board, Jan. 6 and 9
Board hears bond refinancing, action plan

By Jackie Burhans
Monument Academy (MA) held a work session on

ties are reluctant to issue 30-year bonds when un- -~ Need prayer? ema" AIIS at mfu@fuel.urg

sure if a school will succeed. He said this financ-

Jan. 6 where it discussed bond refinancing, the
proposed high-performance program, and board
bylaws. At the Monument Academy (MA) regular
meeting on Jan. 9, the board voted on the High-
Performance Program (HPP) and heard from the
executive director about his action plan.

Bond refinancing discussed
At its Jan. 6 work session, Interim Chief Financial
Officer Glenn Gustafson reminded the board that
MA has a $27.7 million balloon payment or “bul-
let” coming due in April 2026 for its 2019 bonds
for the East Campus and that it would have to
refinance that debt. Although he was initially very
critical of this financing, bond underwriters told
him it was a very common structure because enti-
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Organic Coffee - Locally Made French Pastries
Bagged Coffees - Gift Shop - Free WiFi

Located at: 13800 Gleneagle Dr. Colorado Springs, CO 80921

ing structure was an industry norm, although no
one anticipated that the market would go from
low to high interest as it has.

Gustafson noted that the 2014 bonds cover
the West Campus while the 2019 bonds cover the
East Campus, and MA is required to account for
them separately. Each school is responsible for its
own bond. He noted that MA has a couple of al-
ternatives.

MA could pay off the 2019 bond with a lon-
ger-term issue of up to 40 years to lower debt ser-
vice. However, this would not yield much in the
way of construction funds. Gustafson noted that
MA's West Campus has a lot of equity. MA could
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New LOCAL Auction Site!

Everything starts at $1.00!
Bid on-line and pick up locally!

Selling overstock, close outs, and
returns from all the top retailers.
Don’t miss out on these GREAT DEALS!

m peaksauctionllc.com 9 Ei_j;(a
719-492-9040 '- é
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Bringin this ad - expires February 28, 2025
Can not be combined with other offers and discounts.
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3131W. Colorado Ave
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« AC

» Brakes

« Oil Change
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« And More

" 0% OFF |

Any service of $250 or more.

I Mention this ad when you book your appointment. I
Good through 2/28/25.
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719-495-4508
2101 Wolf Court, Monument, CO 80132
www.trilakescollision.com

Monument Cleaners

The (DCand WHO have
declared that the dry 2 Com fOf ters
Any Size...560!

cleaning process kills
Extra charges may apply for stain

most viruses!
treatment or pet hair removal.

or 10% OFF

Environment-Friendly

Draperies
Wedding Gowns for new
Same-Day Service
customers

and active duty military.

Present or mention coupon at time of drop off. Offers
cannot be combined. Good through 2/28/25.

Monument Cleaners

Your personal quality cleaner
All cleaning, except leather, done on-site.

15932 Jackson Creek Parkway
(719) 481-4485 alterations! "
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