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from a train and by cars. He
pointed out that the train would
block emergency services.

* Marilyn Stuhr said she owned
two lots in the area and she
wanted assurance that Sepp
would not take over her prop-
erty.

e Patti Brooks asked the board to
require a second access point.
She questioned whether the
Planning Commission had ap-
proved the development.

* Trina Shook commented on the
relationship between the devel-
opment and the town’s Sanita-
tion District.

Barlow responded to the comments

from residents. She said Sepp was

trying to find a second point of ac-
cess in addition to the Santa Fe Trail
and reiterated that Sepp had the
permission of El Paso County Parks
and Recreation to use the trail,
which is built to a robust standard,
in an emergency. Lakeview Heights
will be a FireWise community, she
said, with little vegetation, to mini-
mize the risk of fire. The project
must go through the subdivision
plat process, a more detailed process
where it will have to prove it has the
necessary water and sewer taps. She
asked the board to approve the cur-
rent request so the project can go on
to the next more detailed stage. She
pointed out a previous version of the
plan had 280 lots; that number was
reduced to 100 in the current ver-
sion. The roads are already platted.

Curbs and gutters would be provid-

ed on Oakdale Drive, she said.
Havenar closed the hearing

and the board took up Resolution

8-2025, which would approve the

Lakeview Heights masterplan, with

a number of conditions concern-

ing ownership of lots, rights of way,

consent of the owners of lots not in-
cluded in the application, dedication
of land for trails or payment in lieu
of land, stormwater drainage and
other issues. Following discussion
by the trustees, Havenar made a
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motion requiring Sepp to return to a
future meeting with a more detailed
evacuation plan, a memo of under-
standing with El Paso County and
answers to issues about the owner-
ship of lots and about the require-
ment for all homes to have sprinkler
systems. The motion passed, with
Trustees Ball, Caves, Hutson Jurka
and Dennis Stern voting yes, along
with Havenar. Trustee Kevin Dreher
voted no.
Elephant Rock property to be
“passive park”

Wiecks presented an Open Space

Master Plan for the Elephant Rock

property. Wiecks said he and the

other members of the Parks and

Trails Commission had defined five

use and maintenance zones and

had applied them to the 26-acre
property:

* Zone 0 will be closed to the
public and will serve as a wild-
life refuge. Two thin strips west
of Monument Creek are desig-
nated Zone O.

e Zone 1 will allow public use
limited to designated trails and
benches. A large portion of the
property just west of Highway
105 falls into this usage zone,
as well as the northwestern and
southern corners of the proper-
ty.

e Zone 2 will allow moderate pub-
lic use for off-trail access. The
portion of the property immedi-
ately to the west of the lodge is
designated Zone 2.

* Zone 3 will be a passive recre-
ation area, moderately to ac-
tively used by the public, with
picnic areas, a pavilion, bench-
es and trails. An area east of
Monument Creek is categorized
as Zone 3.

e Zone 4, an area on the south
side of the property, is reserved
for a sports field

The portions of the property re-

served for a future Public Safety

building and the Eco Spa to be de-
veloped by the Willens were not in-
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Above: Reid Wiecks, chairman of the Palmer Lake Parks and Trails Commission,
presented a proposal to the Board of Trustees at its Jan. 23 meeting to divide
a large portion of the Elephant Rock property into use zones. He proposed that
those zones be declared a passive park so that Conservation Trust Funds from
the state lottery could be used for its management. Map courtesy of the Town

of Palmer Lake.

Above: Mayor Glant Havenar congratulates Miss Palmer Lake Olivia Hayes,
who will be competing for Miss Colorado. From left are Havenar and Hayes.

Photo by James Howald.

cluded in the plan developed by the
Parks and Trail Commission, Wiecks
said.

Parking at the property will con-
sist of four small “satellite” parking
lots scattered around the middle of
the property and one large lot dedi-
cated to the Public Safety building,
which is planned to be just west of
the main entrance to the property
from Highway 105.

Wiecks said he wanted the El-
ephant Rock property to be a “pas-
sive park and open space environ-
ment with no large-scale events and
no new building construction.” He
said the Parks and Trail Commission
wanted to see the property designat-
ed as a park so that its maintenance
could be funded by the Conservation
Trust Fund money the town receives
annually from the state lottery.

Collins asked the board to give
Wiecks direction about how to pro-
ceed with his vison for the Elephant
Rock property. Ball asked Wiecks to
make sure signs were put in place
asking visitors not to feed the live-
stock on adjacent properties. Hav-
enar said she agreed that the land
should be designated as a park to
prevent future development.

Collins warned the board about
taking a piecemeal approach to tran-
sitioning the land to park status. She
reminded the board that the prop-
erty was not yet open to the public.

Havenar suggested a workshop

to continue the discussion.
Police chief and judge sworn in
At the Jan. 23 meeting, Collins ad-
ministered the oath of office to new-
ly hired Police Chief Glen Smith and
Judge John Ciccolella. Ciccolella
has served as Palmer Lake municipal
judge for 30 years.

Collins said a feasibility study of
the proposed Public Safety building
at the Elephant Rock property had
been funded by a grant from the
Colorado Department of Local Af-
fairs.

Havenar acknowledged Ms. Ol-
ivia Hayes for having been chosen
Miss Palmer Lake. Hayes will com-
pete in the Miss Colorado pageant
later this year.

Staff positions filled
Collins told the board Kathy Neal
had been hired as an accounting
clerk and Erica Romero as a deputy
town clerk. A water operator posi-
tion is open and is being advertised,
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