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Fox Run Park pond reconstruction

Monument "No Kings" protest

Wakonda Hills wildfire preparedness

Romanello bench dedicated

Above: �5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�Q�G�V�� �D�W�� �)�R�[�� �5�X�Q�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�D�U�N�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���� �7�K�H��
ponds were being drained, and the gazebo and surrounding area were being 
demolished. The gazebo, built in the 1980s, was found to need a rebuild, along 
�Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�P�S�K�L�W�K�H�D�W�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �J�D�]�H�E�R�� �D�Q�G�� �D�P�S�K�L�W�K�H�D�W�H�U�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �$�'�$��
(Americans with Disabilities Act) accessible. Ben Dumakowski, north district 
supervisor with El Paso County Parks, asks that everyone stay away from the 
construction area and not cross where the road is closed or where the chain-link 
�I�H�Q�F�H���H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�V���W�K�H���S�R�Q�G���D�U�H�D�����&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�L�V��
summer. Photo provided by Friends of Fox Run Regional Park.

Above: �:�D�N�R�Q�G�D�� �+�L�O�O�V�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�V�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �D�W�� �Z�L�O�G�¿���U�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �O�H�D�G�H�U�� �.�H�Q�� �.�D�\�¶�V��
�K�R�P�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�O�G�¿���U�H���U�L�V�N���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S��
�H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �6�S�H�D�N�H�U�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���/�L�V�D���+�D�W�¿���H�O�G���D�Q�G���$�Q�G�U�p���0�R�X�W�R�Q����
volunteers with Fire Adapted Colorado, and Catherine Methot from neighboring 
�&�R�O�R�U�D�G�R���(�V�W�D�W�H�V�����&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���\�R�X�U���¿���U�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���W�R���¿���Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q���G�R���R�Q���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q��
property and in your neighborhood. Photo by André Mouton.

Above: A bitterly cold mist was falling in Monument on March 27 when more than 
50 people shivered through a ceremony dedicating a memorial bench to the late 
Jim Romanello on what would’ve been his 61st birthday. Romanello died last April 
after serving on the Monument Town Council since 2018. His daughter Gia Sherrill 
and son C.J. Romanello helped cut a blue ribbon during the ceremony. A plaque 
on the bench reads “A Good Father and Friend. He helped shape the Town of 
Monument into what it is today. He is greatly missed.” Mayor Mitch LaKind told 
the crowd that Romanello was “always a source of sunshine” and “always tried 
to have a positive attitude.” With the location near the waterwise garden on Third 
�6�W�U�H�H�W�����/�D�.�L�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�K�H���E�H�Q�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���J�R�R�G���S�O�D�F�H���I�R�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���V�L�W���D�Q�G���³�U�H�À���H�F�W���´��
Pictured: In front, from left, son C.J. Romanello and daughter Gia Sherrill. In back, 
from left, Monument Town Council member Chad Smith, Mayor Mitch LaKind, 
Town Manager Madeline VanDenHoek, and Town Council members Steve Smith 
and Laura Kronick. Photo by Michael Weinfeld.

Above: An estimated 400 people took part in a No Kings protest in Monument, 
a town where registered Republican voters outnumber Democrats three to one. 
�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�W�H�V�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �7�U�L���/�D�N�H�V�� ���� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿���U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H��
Monument joined the thousands of similar demonstrations held nationwide. The 
two-hour peaceful protest started at the Park-n-Ride on Woodmoor Drive and 
continued over the I-25 overpass and onto Route 105. A No Kings 3 sign was 
visible to vehicles driving south on the highway. There were music and speeches 
�L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���Q�H�[�W���W�R���W�K�H���7�U�L���/�D�N�H�V���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�I���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���+�R�X�V�H���R�Q��
105. Many vehicles driving by honked their horns in support of the demonstration. A 
�I�H�Z���W�U�X�F�N�V���Z�L�W�K���7�U�X�P�S���À���D�J�V���D�O�V�R���G�U�R�Y�H���E�\���W�R���V�K�R�Z���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W����Photo 
by Michael Weinfeld.

Above: Palmer Ridge High School (PRHS) senior Xavier Gonzalez won the top 
prize of $2,000 at the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club’s Stars of Tomorrow talent show 
on March 15. Gonzalez’s piano playing wowed the judges at the competition held at 
PRHS. Whether it was trying to compare instrumentals to gymnastics or singing and 
musical theater, or if it was just the talent of the performers, it took the judges about 
45 minutes to make their decisions, much longer than usual. The second-place 
high school prize of $1,000 went to Bonneyclaire Patterson of PRHS, who played 

�E�D�U�L�W�R�Q�H�� �V�D�[���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� ���������� �W�K�L�U�G���S�O�D�F�H�� �S�U�L�]�H�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�R�Q�� �E�\�� �/�H�Z�L�V���3�D�O�P�H�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U��
Jonathan Lilley, who sang a musical theater number. Among middle-schoolers, the 
$750 top prize went to Lewis-Palmer pianist Jack Wittenborn, while homeschooled 
�Y�L�R�O�L�V�W���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���5�R�V�H���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q���W�R�R�N���K�R�P�H���W�K�H�������������S�U�L�]�H�����)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����¿���I�W�K���J�U�D�G�H���S�L�D�Q�L�V�W��
Esther Hunt of Prairie Winds won the $500 elementary school award. Pictured from 
the left: Esther Hunt, Jack Wittenborn, Katherine Rose Johnson, Xavier Gonzalez, 
Bonneyclaire Patterson, and Jonathan Lilley. Photo by Michael Weinfeld.

Kiwanis Stars of Tomorrow Winners, Mar. 15


