
By Kate Wetterer
“What can we do to have children and 
teenagers enjoy the outdoors?” Chris 
DeCirco asked his audience at the first 
public meeting for his adventure park 
proposal, held July 15 at a Fox Run park 

pavilion. DeCirco, a King’s Deer resi-
dent, offered his own method for attract-
ing youths to the park: Aerial Adventures 
play equipment nestled in the trees. Such 
parks are popular along the East Coast 
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Art Hop July 15: Outside of Nationwide Flooring, Leisha Hiester demonstrates 
wheel throwing, using a potter’s wheel and clay to create pottery. Heister will 
be offering hand building with clay and wheel throwing classes for adults and 
children through the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts. See page 34 for more Art Hop 
photos.

Art Hop is held the third Thursday of each month May through September. The 
galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of historic downtown Monument stay open 
from 5 to 8 pm for a celebration featuring art openings, great food, live music, 
and other special events. For details, see the ad on page 13. 

Photo by David Futey.

OCNOCNOCNOCNOur Community News
Volunteers reporting on community issues in Monument, Palmer Lake, and the surrounding Tri-Lakes area
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By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
Board of Education has chosen Ted Bau-
man to serve as interim superintendent 
until July 20, 2011. Previous superinten-
dent Raymond Blanch resigned in June of 
this year.

At its July 1 meeting, the board 
specified requirements for the position 
and a strict application deadline of July 
9. This was because state law requires a 
two-week period between the announce-
ment of the finalist and the signing of the 
contract. With school starting on Aug. 12, 
this schedule would allow for finalizing 
the contract on July 29, enabling the new 
superintendent to meet with his admin-
istrators and teachers before the start of 
classes.

In its job description, the board stated 
that the interim superintendent is respon-
sible for the entire administration of the 
school district, including building positive 
relationships with all staff members, lead-
ing the process of responding to funding 
challenges while ensuring ongoing excel-
lence in education, communicating with 
district communities, and working with 
the board to build rapport and trust.

Other qualifications include a mas-
ter’s degree in a related field, organiza-
tional skills, communication and writing 
skills and human relations skills. Previous 
experience as a Colorado superintendent 
and experience with site-based manage-
ment were also valued.

Many applications were received, and 
four finalists were interviewed at length.

Bauman previously served as super-
intendent

At its July 15 meeting, the board an-
nounced the selection of Bauman as the 
finalist. Bauman was superintendent of 
District 38 from 1998 to 2003 and assis-
tant superintendent for eight years prior to 
that. He also served as principal of Kilmer 
Elementary School.

At its July 29 meeting, the board 
voted to approve the hiring of Bauman to 
serve as interim superintendent until June 
30, 2011. During the upcoming school 
year, a nationwide search for a permanent 
superintendent will be conducted.

Bauman said that the district has 
been good to his family and if there is an 
opportunity to do something to help, he 
wants to participate. He said that he has 
spoken with Assistant Superintendent for 
Operations Cheryl Wangeman and Assis-
tant Superintendent of Student Learning 
Shirley Trees to familiarize himself with 
the present atmosphere of the district. 
He acknowledged there are challenges 
in the present environment but believes 
that the district and the community can 
work together to persevere and overcome 
obstacles.

Director Mark Pfoff said that Bau-

Fox Run Aerial Adventure 
Park proposed

(Continued on page 4)

Car show, Aug. 7

Ice Cream Social, Aug. 7

“What a Blast,” July 4

Senior Tea, Aug. 17

Art Hop, Aug. 19

Historical Society, Aug. 19

Concert, Aug. 21

Golf tournament, Sep. 3

For details of these and 
many other local events 

see pages 39-43.

Above: Chris DeCirco shows the plot 
of land he has been considering for 
the Park’s equipment.

Above: Tim Wolken (right) and 
Chris DeCirco explain the potential 
Adventure Park. Photos by Kate 
Wetterer.

2010 Return of the Rocky 
Mountain Chautauqua 

Assembly, Aug. 6-8
The Palmer Lake Community will re-
member the Chautauqua Assembly of 
long ago by reliving a bit of history Aug. 
6-8. The weekend features educational 
“how-tos,” a two-day Civil War encamp-
ment by period re-enactors, a free con-
cert by local cowboy singer and song-
writer Chuck Pyle, an exhibition by the 
Fort Carson Mounted Cavalry, a Native 
American lodge, old-fashioned games for 
kids, vintage bicycle demonstrations, ox 
wagon rides, the annual library ice cream 
social, and much more. Events run 6-11 
p.m. Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 7, 
and 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 8. The complete 
schedule of events can be found at www.
palmerlakechautauqua.org.

D-38 picks 
Bauman 

as interim 
superintendent
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and in the United King-
dom, he said, and they tend 
to include zip lines, rope 
walls, and plenty of other 
opportunities to get the 
heart pumping. 

DeCirco explained his 
vision: an adventure park 
built in the middle of Fox 

Run, spanning perhaps 5 
to 10 acres and possibly 
including a snack bar. Ac-
cording to Tim Wolken, the 
El Paso County Parks and 
Leisure Services Commu-
nity Services Department 
director who led the meet-
ing, DeCirco approached 

the Parks Department with 
his idea in April. A deci-
sion was made to hold a 
public meeting to gauge 
reactions to the proposal. 

The Parks Department 
has not taken a position on 
the idea, Wolken said, add-
ing that public opinion will 
be weighed through more 
public meetings. If the 
idea is approved, multiple 
companies are expected to 
bid for the building proj-
ect. DeCirco says he has 
already been approached 
by interested companies, 
even though he is hoping 
to build the adventure park 
himself.

The public voiced a 
number of concerns over 
the idea:
• DeCirco envisions 

using bathrooms and 
parking slots already 
available in the 
park, which people 
suggested could not 
possibly be enough 
for the crowd he 
predicted. 

• Fox Run’s unpaved 
roads might not be 
suitable for more 
traffic.

• Part of DeCirco’s plan 
involves generating 
revenue for Fox Run, 
though whatever profit 
is garnered would 

PASSIVE SOLAR HOME IN
WAKONDA HILLS! 1.23-acres. 
Trees, privacy and mountain 
views! Over 2300 sq. ft, 4 br, 
2 ba, remodeled eat-in 
kitchen with granite tops. 
Tile floors, main-level mas-
ter, large deck. Only 
$318,900!

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-
RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and 
great views from this corner 
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy 
build. Should take walk-out. 
Well and septic required. 
Area of estate homes. D38. 
Only $225,000!NEW LISTING

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern 
exposure on this wooded lot 
located on a quiet street. 
Easy build, should take 
walk-out basement. Only 
$209,000!
NEW LISTING

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner 
lot with pines and meadow! 
Close to community park, 
quiet street, area of million 
dollar homes, will take walk-
out. Perc and soil tests 
done. Only $200,000!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST SIDE!
Pines, scrub oak and more! 
Fabulous mountain and city 
views. Zoned for horses. 
Modulars and outbuildings 
OK. You can't get any 
closer to the national forest 
than this! Only $89,000!

MAIN-LEVEL LIVING IN
WOODMOOR! 4 br, 3 ba 
home. 3/4-acre lot. Quiet 
cul-de-sac with views of the 
mountains. Backs to open 
space. New tile floors and 
stainless appliances. Great 
room and finished base-
ment. Only $289,500!

WALK-OUT RANCHER ON
2.5-ACRES IN D-38! Over 
4500 sq. ft. 6 bd, 4.5 ba, 
gourmet kitchen, main-level 
master suite, great room 
with fireplace, formal dining 
room, finished lower-level. 
G r e a t  v i e w s !  O n l y 
$420,000!

OVER 3-ACRE ESTATE IN WISSLER RANCH! 5900+ sq. ft., 5 
br, 6 ba, great room, gourmet eat-in kitchen, main-level 
master suite, 2nd master upstairs, family and game rooms, 
large decks, fully-landscaped. Only $749,000!

Reduced $80K!

FABULOUS WOODMOOR
CUSTOM HOME! Over 5100 
sq. ft. Large treed lot. 5 br, 
4.5 ba, office, gourmet eat-in 
kitchen, main-level family 
room, walk-out lower-level. 
Hardwood floors, new paint, 
and carpet. Only $500,000!

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT LOTS!

Reduced!
Reduced!

Reduced $50K!

2.64 ACRE HAWKRIDGE
ESTATE! Trees and views. 5 
bd, 4.5 ba.  5300+ sq. ft. 
walk-out rancher. Travertine 
floors, theater room, gour-
met eat-in kitchen. Main-
level office. A steal at only 
$715,000!

GREAT BUY IN GLENEAGLE!
Over 3200 sq ft, (2190 fin-
ished), 3 bd. 2.5 ba. Lots of 
hardwood. Formal living 
room, dining room, and 
family room. Large eat-in 
kitchen. Vacant and ready to 
go! Pre-foreclosure, a great 
buy at only $259,000.

Below appraisal!

Just listed!

Just listed!

Secret Window 

Fine Art Gallery

Sculpture

Buon (True) Fresco

Fine Art & Flowers

47 Third Street in Monument

Oil Paintings

Floral Studio

Send the Extraordinary
Fresh Flowers for any Occasion

Natural Soaps
Green Plants

719.481.9600secretwindowgallery.com
����������������������������
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be divided among the nine 
parks within the Parks 
Department. 

• Trees here are a bit spindly 
compared to the hulking 
giants usually used for 
these parks. Will they need 
supports or have very strict 
weight limits? And if not, 
would they be safe?

• Jazzing up the park with 
this kind of equipment 
might spoil the undeveloped 
atmosphere that draws so 
many to Fox Run.

• The part of the park he 
wants to build in is more 
secluded, which drew 
complaints from those who 
struggle to find a quiet place 
in the heavily-used park.

Several people complained, 
too, about the lack of sufficient 
meeting notification. Wolken 
requested e-mail addresses from 
those in attendance and said he 
would do a better job at notifying 
the public for the next meeting.

DeCirco has already hired 

an arborist to study Fox Run’s 
trees and consider their safety. 
He said that despite their slender 
appearance, the trees in the area 
he had marked would most likely 
be strong enough. 

He intends the adventure 
park for kids 10 and over, en-
visioning it as a fun escape and 
bonding experience for locals 
and tourists. He pointed out that 
it would be easier to lease a piece 

of land to carry out his idea, but 
he chose Fox Run in order to 
raise money for the park system.

If DeCirco completes vari-
ous requirements set up by the 
county, including earning the 
public’s approval, the plans will 
be officially considered by the 
Parks Department, Wolken said. 
If it comes to that point, then bid-
ding will commence. ■

09/03/201009/03/2010
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Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 
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www.monument-blackforestjazz.com 
Call Carolyn at 488-5776 

August Only 
First Month FREE!*

*Valid at participating locations. Joining fee and 
auto-payment registration required. Valid for 
new customers or those who haven�t  
attended in 6 months or longer.  
Expires August 31, 2010. 
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man’s willingness to serve demonstrates his love for the 
district.

Board President John Mann said that he appreciates 
the fact that Bauman has been willing to give up a year 
of his retirement to spend with the children of the district. 
Bauman was one of the first to apply for the position.

Mann formally thanked Acting Superintendent John 
Borman for his time and effort during the summer. His 
contributions to keeping the district running smoothly 
during this time were much appreciated by all members 
of the board. ■

Right: Dwight “Ted” Bauman was selected as interim 
superintendent of schools, confirmed at the board’s 
July 29 meeting. Photo provided by D-38.

By John Heiser
In place of the July regular monthly meeting of the 
Donala Water and Sanitation District Board of Directors, 
the board held a workshop July 7 on water and wastewater 
issues. 
Background
In a point paper framing the discussion, Dana Duthie, 
Donala’s general manager, said, “It wasn’t until the rapid 
growth of the Triview Metropolitan District (that serves 
Jackson Creek) and the formation of the Pikes Peak Re-
gional Water Authority (PPRWA) did anyone get serious 
about looking for a renewable source of water.” 

He added that PPRWA’s Water Infrastructure Plan-
ning Study (WIPS) published in February 2008 noted the 
water level declines in the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District’s wells and forecast that the area would be 80 
percent “dewatered” by 2020.

In November 2008, Donala completed the purchase 
of the Willow Creek Ranch and is in the process of re-
ducing irrigation of the ranch and seeking conversion of 
the excess irrigation water, which flows to the Arkansas 
River, for use by the district. If the water court approves 
the conversion, this source would cover about 20 percent 
of Donala’s current demand.

Donala is looking to Colorado Springs Utilities 
(CSU) to transport that ranch water to the Tri-Lakes 
area and then through a connection at Northgate Road 
to Donala’s pipes. Duthie described the negotiations with 
CSU as “long and painful.” He added, “It has become 
obvious that the result will be expensive.” He said a 

rough guess as to the cost of operations and maintenance 
(O&M) to bring water from the south would be $14 per 
1,000 gallons. That would be in addition to the district’s 
current $7 per 1,000 gallon internal O&M costs. Those 
figures compare to the current rates of $3.30 to $9.70 per 
1,000 gallons charged Donala’s customers, depending on 
the amount of water they use.

Another potential source of renewable water is the 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir in northwestern Colorado. 
Donala has joined a coalition of Colorado water provid-
ers that is investigating the feasibility of piping that water 
east across the I-80 corridor and south along the Front 
Range to the Rueter-Hess Reservoir, a 70,000-acre-foot 
facility being constructed three miles southwest of down-
town Parker. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. Duthie said, 
“At first blush it appears the Flaming Gorge water will be 
as expensive (if not more) by the time we actually get it 
to our doorstep.”

He added, “The bottom line is that water from the 
Arkansas River may in fact be Donala’s only potential 
supply. However, the cost may be more than we can read-
ily accept—at least in the short term.”

Duthie stressed the importance of pursuing indirect 
potable reuse (IPR), in which effluent from the wastewa-
ter treatment plant is extensively processed and used in 
the water supply system. He added, “We currently waste 
400 acre-feet per year of fully consumable water down 
Monument Creek.” 

He concluded that “except for some moderately 
pesky radiation issues with our groundwater, our wells 

Homeowners and 
Auto Insurance 

Having problems with your 
HOMEOWNERS POLICY? I can help 

you with your insurance needs.
Call (719) 574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice.

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.
Call Rick at 481-6660

8/31/10.

BackBack--toto--School Special: School Special: 
FREE Basic Beading FREE Basic Beading 
Class for all moms!Class for all moms!

www.beadcorneronline.com 

beads and supplies

20% OFF

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/10.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Donala Water and Sanitation District Workshop, July 7

District to conduct aquifer recharge 
feasibility study, investigate IPR project, 

and finance CSU connection

COLD HARD CASH FOR 
YOUR UNWANTED GOLD

Two Timers is  hosting another cash for gold party in the store 
on Sat., Aug. 14 from 10-5.  Bring in your   unwanted gold and 

receive top dollar in cash on the spot!  Don�t know if 
it�s gold?  Bring it in and see.  Can�t make it in?  

Call and see how we can help you. 

Clip and save through August 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  
(Does not include items marked down 80%) 

Celebrating 5 years  
               Located in the Monument Plaza 

               behind Rosie�s Diner 

We welcome new consignors so  
call for an appointment today 

719-484-0300 
www.twotimers.net 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

719-488-1400
www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co

Bring this ad to receive an 
Extra 5% when we buy your Gold

c c c  NOW OPEN c c c

MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp
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www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co

Bring this ad to receive an 
Extra 5% when we buy your Gold
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MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp

719-488-1400
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monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co
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Extra 5% when we buy your Gold
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MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp

Host a GOLD Party and 
Receive 10% to 15% in CASH!

House for Rent in Monument
5 bd, 2.5 bath, fenced. Dog negotiable with deposit. 
N/S. $1,325 per month. 1 yr. lease. Available now.  

481-4412 

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435
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are doing great. It will be many years before we actually 
need a supplemental supply.”

Water supply and demand analysis 
forecasts possible shortages as soon as 

2015
Jon Ford of Leonard Rice Engineers reported on his com-
pany’s forecast of the district’s water supply and demand. 
Some highlights:
• A major factor affecting the forecast is the rate 

at which the Triview district increases its use of 
groundwater. Pumping by Triview will accelerate the 
decline in the artesian pressure in the aquifers and 
result in a decline in the production from Donala’s 
wells. 

• Donala’s demand at full build-out is projected at 
1,300 acre-feet per year.

• Groundwater supplies will likely be sufficient to 
meet the district’s demand to about 2015 or to about 
2020 if conservation efforts are effective.

• Adding 250 acre-feet per year of Willow Creek 
Ranch water would allow the full demand to be met 
until about 2025 or to about 2030 if conservation 
efforts are effective.

• Adding 400 acre-feet per year of IPR water in about 
2023 would allow the full demand to be met until 
about 2035 or to about 2045 if conservation efforts 
are effective.

• During the early years after the Willow Creek Ranch 
water and IPR water become available, the water 
supply would exceed the demand. The excess supply 
could be used to recharge the Arapahoe aquifer. That 
would prolong the life of the aquifer and extend the 

available supply to meet demand until about 2060.
Attorneys negotiating with 17 organizations 

that object to the district’s plan to use 
Willow Creek Ranch water

Kara Godbehere with the law firm of Petrock and Fendel 
and Miranda Larsen-Funk of Leonard Rice Engineers re-
ported on the progress preparing the water court case to 
convert Willow Creek Ranch irrigation water for use by 
the district. Some highlights of their presentation:
• The engineering estimate is that stopping irrigation 

of the ranch will make available approximately 332 
acre-feet per year. The available water is estimated at 
46 acre-feet in May, 180 acre-feet in June, 153 acre-
feet in July, 96 acre-feet in August, and 5 acre-feet in 
September. 

• Storage would be needed to hold the water until 
needed by the district. The district is in negotiations 
with the federal Bureau of Reclamation regarding 
potential storage in the Turquoise, Twin Lakes, and 
Pueblo Reservoirs.

• 17 objectors have filed initial disclosures. There will 
be a site visit for objectors July 26. Objectors will file 
their alternative engineering reports in November.

• Negotiations will be conducted with the objectors to 
address their objections.

• If a settlement cannot be reached with all the 
objectors, trial is scheduled for March 8 through 18, 
2011.

Flaming Gorge feasibility study underway
Duthie reported that there are reportedly about 140,000 
acre-feet available in the Flaming Gorge Reservoir. That 
is subject to modification to reflect the results of the Colo-

rado Water Conservation Board’s Colorado River Water 
Availability Study that found that under some climate 
models there might be no unallocated water available in 
the Colorado River. 

The participants in the Colorado water provider 
group that is looking into the Flaming Gorge project 
have submitted a total demand of 100,000 acre-feet per 
year. Duthie said that will likely be increased to require 
all the available water.

The project is estimated to cost approximately $3.5 
billion. Duthie said a project of that size would require 
state or federal sponsorship. He noted that the costs to 
users of the water would be highest at the greatest dis-
tance, meaning that the Donala district would pay more 
than those in Colorado and Wyoming closer to the Flam-
ing Gorge Reservoir.

Duthie said two alternatives are being considered 
for transporting the water from Rueter-Hess Reservoir to 
the Tri-Lakes area. The first would be to participate in the 
cost of the Parker Water and Sanitation District’s new wa-
ter treatment plant and then move treated water through 
the Castle Rock distribution system to the Tri-Lakes area. 
The second would be to draw untreated water from the 
reservoir and treat it locally.

The $240,000 Flaming Gorge feasibility study is due 
to be completed in the first half of 2011.

The next phase would be a $5 to $6 million environ-
mental impact study.

Gary Barber, manager of the PPRWA, noted that the 
Flaming Gorge task force sponsored by the Arkansas 

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
       *Dressage

481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  

16930 Oldborough 
Hts., Monument�Very 
special estate on over 
8.5 acres with trees and 
magnificent views of the 
Rampart Range and 
Pikes Peak. Over 
10,000 sq. ft. of interior 
space that includes 9 

bedrooms and 8 bathrooms plus an office! 6-car garage and a new 40�x32� 
outbuilding. Close to Monument. $1,090,000�Way below 5/28/10 appraisal! 

Reduced $209K!

For complete information on 
these properties, visit  

www.andyellishomes.com

Email: AndyEllis2010@gmail.com

Ready, Willing, and 
Able to Handle All Your 

Real Estate Needs!

Colorado Springs, Monument 
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle 
Black Forest, Woodmoor 

614 N. Foote, Colorado 
Springs�Close to Memorial 
Hospital, Boulder Park. 5 bed-
rooms. 2 baths. Hardwood floors. 
Beautiful interior doors with glass 
knobs. Newer vinyl windows. 
Wondrous backyard garden. Main 
level family room with fireplace. 

Basement perfect mother-in-law apartment with kitchen. List Price $245,000.

19030 Burnt Leaf Way, Wood-
moor�Almost an acre. Beautiful, 
private treed setting. New kitchen 
with slab granite, Viking 6-burner 
gas cooktop, and upscale appli-
ances. New main-level bathroom 
with Kohler fixtures and travertine 
tile, hardwood flooring. New tex-

turing and painting, roof, driveway, and concrete apron. List price $349,000.

Reduced!

New Listing!

1730 Moorwood Point, Wood-
moor�Light and bright with sky-
lights, ceiling fans, hardwood 
floors. Large kitchen with walk-out 
to private patio. Main-level mas-
ter, second bedroom, study, and 
laundry. Private location on cul-
de-sac. Backs to green space. 

Maintenance by HOA with very low monthly fees. List price $234,900.

New Listing!

55 N. Sherwood Glen, Wood-
moor�1⁄2+-acre wooded lot. 5 
bedrooms. 4 baths. Over 3400 sq. 
ft. Rich woodwork. Newer win-
dows, roof, and carpet.  Huge 
deck and front patio. Fireplaces in 
master bedroom and family room. 
Huge rec room. Oversized 2-car 

garage. Hardwood floors, hickory cabinets. List price $320,000.

New Listing!

183 Upper Glenway, Palmer 
Lake�Completely renovated and 
refinished HGTV style. 5 bed-
rooms. 3 full baths. Slab granite. 
Alder doors. Hardwood floors. 
New kitchen with maple cabinets. 
New fireplace, windows, bath-
rooms, and deck. Two rec rooms 

downstairs; perfect for home theatre. Large 0.39-acre lot. List price $287,500.

New Listing!

Above: Donala’s workshop held July 7 at the Gleneagle Golf Club was attended by representatives from the 
district’s engineering, legal, and financial advisors. Photo by John Heiser.

September 24 & 25, 8 am to Noon
Come shop gently used children’s 
clothing, gear, basics, toys & more!

Munchkin	Market

www. Tri Lakes Chapel .org
1750 Deer Creek Road
Monument, CO. 80132

www.MopsMeetings.com

MOPS	Open	House
August 19, 9am to 11:30

All mothers-to-be and moms with kids 
birth to preschool, come join us!
Safe & loving childcare is free.



Page 6 Vol. 10 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 7Saturday, August 7, 2010

River Roundtable is due to start its deliberations in Au-
gust. One goal of the task force is to try to arbitrate the 
differences between the Colorado water provider group 
and entrepreneur Aaron Million, who is pursuing a simi-
lar project.

Super Ditch gets down to details
Rick Fendel of Petrock and Fendel explained that the Su-
per Ditch Co. is an association of Arkansas River valley 
irrigation ditches for valley-wide rotating fallowing of 
farmland. The Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conser-
vancy District is sponsoring the Super Ditch Co. 

Rotating fallow would dry up one-third of participat-
ing farms or whole farms one year out of three. For every 
three farms that participate, permanently taking one farm 
out of production would be avoided. Despite the desire by 
some farmers to sell their marginally productive farms, 
powerful political forces favor this as a way to keep farms 
in production in the Arkansas Valley.

Fendel reported that the current proposal from Super 
Ditch Co. is for a 40-year lease of 1,700 to 2,000 acre-feet 
per year to be delivered to Donala through CSU’s infra-
structure at a cost for the water of $500 per acre-foot or $1 
million per year for 2,000 acre-feet.

While getting water from the Super Ditch Co. would 
be politically advantageous and would give Donala time 
to pursue other sources of renewable water, the arrange-
ment is temporary, depends on CSU for delivery, would 
be expensive, and there remain questions as to whether 
enough farmers would participate, how much water 
would be available in dry years, and whether the substan-
tial legal and bureaucratic hurdles can be overcome.
Aquifer recharge feasibility study approved
Ford defined aquifer recharge as “the process of injecting 
water into an aquifer and then recovering the water from 
the same well at some future date.” Permits from the EPA 
and Colorado State Engineer’s Office are required for 
aquifer recharge projects.

Ford said that previously he has not been a big fan 
of aquifer recharge due to difficulties encountered with 
some of the early projects, but the research he has done re-
cently has convinced him that it can be a viable process. 

He praised CSU’s Arapahoe aquifer recharge and 
recovery project being conducted with two wells near 
Northgate Road. He said that since 2007, they have re-
charged 1,300 acre-feet or about 1 acre-foot per day.

Based on CSU’s experience, Ford projected that 
Donala could recharge 200 to 300 acre-feet per year per 
Arapahoe aquifer well.

Among the anticipated technical difficulties are well 
screen/filter pack plugging that requires periodic back-
washing and chemical precipitation or leaching if the 
characteristics of the injected water are significantly dif-

ferent from the characteristics of the water in the aquifer.
Ford proposed a $50,000 to $70,000 feasibility study 

involving injecting Arapahoe aquifer water into one of 
the district’s Arapahoe aquifer wells and then recovering 
the water. The test would monitor injection rate, pressure, 
and water chemistry.

He said that if the feasibility study produces favor-
able results, the district could look at converting wells 2A 
and 3A for aquifer recharge of about 400 acre-feet per 
year at a cost of $400,000 to $600,000 for valves, flow 
meters, and related equipment. Those two wells are in 
an area heavily affected by Triview’s pumping. Aquifer 
recharge could offset the anticipated groundwater level 
declines in that area.

The board voted 4-1 to proceed with the feasibility 
study. Board member Bill Nance said he believed the fea-
sibility study is unnecessary, because the CSU experience 
at its nearby wells is adequate. Other board members said 
they felt the study was worthwhile since it would be us-
ing Donala’s wells and would reduce the risk if the board 
decides to implement aquifer recharge using wells 2A and 
3A.

District considers using part of the golf 
course for IPR project 

Roger Sams of GMS noted that unplanned indirect po-
table reuse occurs whenever one district discharges its 
effluent into a river from which another district draws its 
water supply. 

Planning for indirect potable reuse requires permit-
ting by the EPA and the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment.

He outlined a possible Donala IPR project using 
wetlands and ponds to treat effluent from the wastewa-
ter treatment plant. Such treatment requires significant 
land area. Sams suggested that part of the Gleneagle golf 
course could provide the needed area. 

If this idea were to go forward, Sams said sale of the 
golf course could involve a third party such as El Paso 
County, a recreation district, or a land trust. Alternatively, 
Donala could buy and operate the golf course as a recre-
ation facility combined with a water treatment and stor-
age facility. Duthie said, “The intent would be to keep the 
course in operation and work the project around it.”

The proposal is in an early stage of discussion. GMS 
and Leonard Rice were directed to investigate it further.

Floyd Ciruli of public relations firm Ciruli Associates 
noted that the May election results show that the district 
has considerable public support in water conservation 
and its pursuit of renewable water to extend the life of 
the aquifers. He added that, if properly presented, the IPR 
project could build on the public support for water conser-
vation and cost savings. To use the golf course property, 
the district would need to convince the public that it has 
a well thought-out plan, use of the golf course is the best 
alternative, and that the neighbors’ concerns about the 
project would be addressed.

District to apply for financing 
Joe Drew of Drew Financial, who has been the financial 
advisor to Donala since 1992, said the district is finan-
cially extremely strong and has been historically. He said 
that contributes to favorable borrowing costs. He added, 
“There has never been a better time to borrow money.”

In May, the voters authorized up to $20 million in 
additional debt and up to $412,000 per year in additional 
tax revenue.

Drew noted that Donala could currently finance all 
$20 million without further tax or rate increases. He 
said state-subsidized financing is available through the 
Colorado Water Resources and Power Development Au-
thority (CWRPDA) with an interest rate between 3 and 5 
percent. Concerns about the effects on financing if voters 
approve Amendment 60 (property tax), Amendment 61 
(long-term government financing), or Proposition 101 
(cars, communications, and Colorado income tax)  in No-
vember suggest that the financing should be issued prior 
to Jan. 1, 2011.

The board voted for Drew to file an application with 
the CWRPDA for about $7 million to cover the cost to 
construct the connection to CSU at Northgate Road and 
implement upgrades to Donala’s infrastructure to trans-
port the water from the CSU connection.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting on 
Aug. 19 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein 
Drive. Meetings are normally held on the third Thursday 
of each month.

The district’s Web site is at www.donalawater.org. ■

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

125 2nd St. In Historic Downtown Monument 

719-481-0250 
www.SantaFeTrailJewelry.com 

I specialize in jewelry designs that are  
collectible and have value.  Ask yourself, how 

many mass produced designs carry the spirit of 
the artist with them?   

Come in & let me show you a collection of  
wearable art that holds its value over time. 

Marylee Reisig, owner-artist  
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By Susan Hindman
A plan for protecting the untreated drink-
ing water supply for Academy Water and 
Sanitation District residents is moving 
closer to reality. In May, the board voted 
to move forward with implementing a 
Source Water Protection Plan, a state-
wide, voluntary program for public 
water systems. 

At the July meeting, Paul Hempel 
of the Colorado Rural Water Associa-
tion—which is contracted through the 
Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (which developed 
the plan) to work with water districts 
to implement it—presented an updated 
plan, a draft budget, and information 
about the grant process.

The program is designed to assist 
public water supply systems in prevent-
ing accidental contamination of un-
treated drinking water. The protection 
plan looks at the land use surrounding 
the water supply and the potential prob-
lems that could cause contamination. In 
Academy’s case, the three wells serving 
the district sit on property belonging to 
other landowners; the district has been 
granted 100-foot easements around each 
well, so the landowners’ cooperation in 
a protection plan would be encouraged. 

Potential contamination could 
come from private septic systems, for 
example, or from roads that run near the 
wells (via pesticides used to eliminate 
weeds along roads or spills from tank-

ers using the roads). A steering committee 
made up of “stakeholders” (mainly district 
residents) would develop and implement 
the plan. Another goal of the plan is to 
create a contingency plan in the event that 

the district’s safe water supply is disrupted 
or contaminated.

Hempel said the district could re-
ceive up to $5,000 in grant money. About 
$2,000 of it would have to go toward “best 

management practices,” which could 
be anything from outreach and public 
education to signage and fencing around 
the wells. Academy’s stakeholders would 
decide where the money should be spent. 
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Academy Water and Sanitation District, July 7

Plan would protect local water supply
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Because this would be a match-
ing grant, Hempel said he would 
set it up so that the in-kind dona-
tion would be people’s time. He 
provided a sample breakdown of 
in-kind expenses.

Board President Richard 
DuPont signed papers that will 
start the grant-writing process. 
Next, Hempel said he will meet 
with operator Anthony Pas-
torello and board Director James 
Weilbrenner to go over grant de-
tails and to identify stakeholders 
to contact.

Hoping to opt out of the 
district

The board received its first-ever 
petition for exclusion from the 
district from Raymond and Car-
ole O’Mara, who live on Raton 
Road. Carole O’Mara spoke to 
the board, noting that for the last 
10 years, “We have not used any 
of the district’s services in water 
or sanitation. However, we have 
paid over $13,000 to the district” 
through property taxes. “This 
came to our attention when we 
reviewed some finances” and re-
alized they were being taxed for 

services not used. That led the 
couple to file the petition. 

Treasurer Walter Reiss 
explained that of the annual 
taxes the couple referred to, 
$157 (2.937 mills) is for general 
operating expenses and $1,112 
(20.70 mills) pays the interest 
and principal costs of the gen-
eral obligation bond. Reiss said 
that because of state regulations 
requiring the bond payment, the 
couple would only save $157 per 
year if they opted out of the dis-
trict. The bond will be paid off in 
2014, which will end that portion 

of the mill levy for all district 
residents.

A decision on the matter 
was postponed until the Au-
gust meeting, but the board 
decided to go into executive 
session after the meeting 
ended to discuss legal issues 
involved in the petition.(Note: 
At the Aug. 4 meeting, the 
board reviewed in great detail 
the Colorado Revised Statues 
governing exclusions and se-
lected an option for moving 
forward proposed by the dis-
trict’s lawyer, Paul Murphy. A 
decision will be announced in 
September, after a legal state-
ment is finalized.)

Audit report holds a 
surprise

The district’s auditor informed 
Reiss that the board overspent 
its 2009 budget because of the 

unexpected expense of necessary 
lagoon maintenance. The district 
overspent by $20,000, putting 
the district “out of compliance.” 
The budget needs to be revised 
and reviewed by the board at 
the August meeting. Once the 
budget is amended, the auditor 
will finish the district’s report 
and submit it to the state. (Note: 
At the Aug. 4 meeting, the board 
voted to revise the 2009 budget 
by adding $20,000.)

Penalty unknown
The district has met all its pa-
perwork requirements for the 
“cease and desist order” issued 
by the state in late 2008 for re-
peatedly having carbonaceous 
biological oxygen demand 
(CBOD) numbers higher than 
allowed by state law. For the 
past year, the lagoons’ CBOD 
levels have registered low, and 
the required paperwork for the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment Water 
Quality Control Division Clean 
Water Assurance Unit has been 
completed. DuPont said that 
eventually the state will notify 
the district of any penalty, but it 
could take as long as a year. 

Keeping the district 
eligible for funds

In anticipation of more stimulus 
money or state revolving funds 
becoming available, district 
engineer Roger Sams of GMS 
Engineering prepared four state 

eligibility documents outlin-
ing Academy’s wastewater and 
drinking water treatment, in-
frastructure, and maintenance 
needs for 2011. The documents 
will keep the district in a priority 
position to receive state and fed-
eral funding. Because of the dis-
trict’s immediate needs, “we’re 
at a level one” for state funding, 
said operator Pastorello, mean-
ing that the district will receive 
funding when money becomes 
available. 
How deep is the sludge?
In April 2009, the district cleaned 
41⁄2 feet of sludge from two of its 
three wastewater lagoons, which 
had not been cleaned in 22 years. 
Pastorello said he recently took a 
boat out into the lagoons to mea-
sure the sludge. Measurements 
were taken every 30 feet, and 
he reported that some sections 
showed an increase of 8 to 10 
inches since the last measure-
ment was taken in October 2009. 
Some areas showed less, but 
“everything was below 2 feet,” 
he reported. The total average 
depth of the sludge in Lagoon 1 
is 10 inches and in Lagoon 2 is 
7.5 inches.

**********
The Academy Water and Sanita-
tion District board usually meets 
at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of 
every month at the fire station on 
Sun Hills Drive. The next meet-
ing is Aug. 4.■

Welcome Back to School
NDT wants to welcome all Lewis-Palmer District #38 students back to school.  We look forward to 
serving you this year to create a community of safe drivers in the Tri-Lakes region.

Look for this ad space in future editions of Our Community News 
to announce our upcoming Learning-Points classes.

Tuition is $129.00 and includes textbooks and a program CD-Rom. 

Students may enroll through D#38’s Learning Points website at www.Lewis-Palmer.org
by selecting “Community Schools” and searching under high school programs.

Additional information is available from National Driver Training.
Be sure to mention Learning Points when you call NDT at 266-4700. 

Don’t get carried away by the competition.

NDT’s program is the only driver education class given on campus at either 
Lewis-Palmer High School or Palmer Ridge High School.

National Driver Training “Creating Safe Drivers For Life”       266-4700 www.NationalDriverTraining.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board of Directors, July 8

Board discusses future of water authorities
By Harriet Halbig

In the wake of the resignation of Kip Peterson, president 
of the Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) and 
El Paso County Water Authority, the Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation Board discussed the future of these two 
bodies at its July 8 meeting. Peterson had also served as 
the head of the Cherokee Metropolitan District, which has 
faced a large rate increase in the recent past. There had 
been no announcement about Peterson’s successor before 
the Woodmoor board meeting.

The El Paso County Water Authority exists primar-
ily to monitor the application of the Transit Loss Model, 
and its continuing existence has been in question for some 
time. There has been some discussion of the PPRWA tak-
ing on the monitoring responsibility.

The Woodmoor board discussed a draft of a PPRWA 
letter to be sent to the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board regarding a Colorado River water availability 
study recently sent to the PPRWA members. In the letter, 
PPRWA said that, although its members do not use Colo-
rado River water, its use is of concern to all residents of 
the state. It said that it is important to remember that the 
majority of the population of the state is located along the 
Front Range, within 25 miles either side of the interstate, 
and that distribution of water must not favor any particu-
lar region. If Colorado River water were restricted to cer-
tain areas, the deficit must be made up elsewhere.

The PPRWA letter further stated that it had hoped to 
use this study in considering potential participation in the 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir project in Wyoming, designed 
to bring some of the Wyoming entitlement of Colorado 
River water to the Front Range. The study proved not to 
be useful in making this decision.

The letter also states that the assumptions used in 
the study regarding climate change and runoff estimates 
were not valid. The PPRWA expressed its concern that 
this study would be used as the basis for future policy 
when, in fact, its conclusions are inaccurate.

District Manager Jessie Shaffer said that part of the 
problem with the study is the use of 60 years of historical 
records to forecast decades into the future.

In other matters, Shaffer reported that the Pueblo 
Chieftain newspaper continues to publish articles criticiz-
ing the purchase of water from the lower Arkansas Valley 
by Woodmoor Water. The paper’s stand is that the only 
use for that water should be agricultural. Shaffer said that 
he did not think it is necessary to respond to these articles 
at this time, but the board may consider an “op-ed” piece 
in the future. He said that the individuals from whom the 
property was purchased have received no feedback.

Director Elizabeth Hacker suggested founding a blog 
in order to have a constant presence in the public con-
sciousness. In this way, board actions and decisions could 
be continuously available for public scrutiny.

Board President Barrie Town said that it is essential 
that Woodmoor Water prove to be a good neighbor to resi-
dents of Pueblo County.

Financial advisor approved
Shaffer reported that he has spoken with two companies 
regarding financial advice in the face of potential passage 
of November ballot issues that could strongly impact the 
district. The advisors would analyze capital needs of the 
district and offer advice. The board passed a motion to en-
ter into a contract with Bond Logistix LLC of Greenwood 
Village to provide this service.

Operations report
Randy Gillette reported that the district is still using 
primarily lake water. He said the district is also captur-
ing water credits from Monument Creek, but there is a 
significant amount of silt in the creek water due to recent 
heavy rains. For this reason, the creek water is being used 
primarily for irrigation of the high school grounds.

There was a major leak in a culvert near the intersec-
tion of Woodmoor Drive and the access road during the 
last month and a smaller one elsewhere in the district.

The repaving of White Fawn Drive and Deer Creek 
is completed.

A consideration for the budget process is whether to 
lower well 18. Because of ample rain this year, Gillette 
suggested that this process be postponed until 2011. Due 
to lack of new construction, demand also may not favor 
the project at this time, he said.

Redraft of supplemental water agreement
Shaffer reported that Mark Bittaker and Bank Midwest 
(Misty Acres) has requested separate agreements regard-
ing water supply for the Monument Business Park and 
other areas. There is presently a surcharge on each tap, 
and this is complicated when a property is replatted, re-
sulting in a change in the number of taps. Bank Midwest 
would like to decrease the supplemental water requested. 
Woodmoor Water has a lien on properties until tap fees 
are paid. Revisions are underway.

Shaffer also reported that a sewer modeling update 
is underway to restructure rates for commercial vs. resi-
dential services.

Shaffer suggested that the midyear budget review 
take place at the board’s August meeting.

Attorney Erin Smith said that the county clerk has 
asked whether the board will have any measures to be 

included on the November ballot. She suggested that the 
board say yes as a precaution. The board voted its ap-
proval.

Director Elizabeth Hacker said that she is moving to 
Oklahoma and will have to resign from the board. Smith 
said that the number of directors need not necessarily be 
maintained and Hacker need not be replaced if the board 
so decides.

The board went into executive session to discuss 
strategies, negotiations, and other water rights/storage 
rights matters. 

*****
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board meets on the 
second Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. at the confer-
ence room at 1855 Woodmoor Drive. The next meeting 
will be held on Aug. 12. For information, call 488-2525.■

Monumental Styles  
& Co. brings to the  
Tri-Lakes area the 

August Special: $25 OFF maintenance products when 
purchased with the Brazilian Blowout procedure.  

*Can�t be combined with other offers. Expires August 20, 2010.

1445 Cipriani Loop 
Hwy 105 & Knollwood 
(719) 487-8660

The BRAZILIAN BLOWOUT is the 
most innovative and effective 
professional smoothing treatment 
in the WORLD! 

Through the use of a Brazilian 
Super Nutrient Complex and a 
proprietary polymer system, the 
Brazilian Blowout actually improves 
the condition of the hair by 
creating a protective protein layer 
around the hair shaft to eliminate 
frizz and smooth the cuticle. 

The end result is smooth, healthy, 
frizz-free hair with radiant shine!  

What makes us different? The 
ONLY Professional Smoothing 
Treatment that improves the 
health of the hair. No damage! 
and No harsh chemicals! NO 
FORMALDEHYDE!! 

No down time! The minute you 
leave the salon, you can wash 
and air dry your hair, and it will be 
smooth, frizz-free and radiant! 

Results last up to 12 weeks. 

Leaves hair smooth, shiny and 
frizz-free! 

�The latest hair trend to invade Hollywood is the Brazilian 
Blowout! Nicole Richie, Halle Berry, and Ashley Tisdale are 
just some of the stars who have gotten the treatment�� 
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By Jim Kendrick
On April 13, Monument Sani-
tation District Manager Mike 
Wicklund briefed the Joint Use 
Committee (JUC) of the Tri-
Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility on recent and upcom-
ing regulatory hearings and 
meetings of the Water Quality 
Control Division of the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment. These hearings are 
likely to lead to implementation 
of new tighter statewide nutrient 
regulations for surface water.  
These regulation changes will 
require the installation of new 
tertiary treatment equipment 
for removing more phosphorus 
from wastewater processed by 

the facility. 
The Tri-Lakes facility oper-

ates as a separate public utility 
and is jointly owned, in equal 
one-third shares, by Monument 
Sanitation District, Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District. The three-member JUC 
acts as the board of the facility 
and consists of one director from 
each of the three owner boards.

Palmer Lake’s representative 
and JUC President Dale Smith 
and Monument Director Lowell 
Morgan attended this meeting. 
Woodmoor’s alternate repre-
sentative, Director Elizabeth 
Hacker, filled in for Director Jim 
Whitelaw, who was out of town. 

The three district managers and 
several other district directors 
also attended. 

District managers’ 
reports

Wicklund reported that he had 
asked the Colorado Health De-
partment, through its Permit 
Issues Work Group, to request 
that the EPA and state Legisla-
ture help fund any of the very 
expensive capital improvements 
that will be needed to attempt 
to partially comply with new 
tighter nutrient limits that are 
expected to be imposed by the 
end of 2011. Wicklund proposed 
that low interest loans and grant 
programs be created to help fund 
the expansion projects that will 

be required of nearly all waste-
water plants in Colorado. 

These radically reduced 
state stream standards for total 
phosphorus and total nitrogen 
will result in much tighter lim-
its in new five-year wastewater 
facility discharge permits, even 
though the overwhelming major-
ity (over 80 percent) of all these 
nutrients in state waters come 
from stormwater runoff from 
agricultural fields and natural 
background sources such as 
erosion or mining tailings. This 
category of sources of contami-
nation are collectively called 
nonpoint sources. 

The EPA’s policy calls for 
a demographic area like that of 

the Tri-Lakes facility to impose 
a fee on its residential customers 
of up to $80 per month before the 
agency will start to consider a 
request to limit the cost of capi-
tal expansion due to economic 
hardship. This EPA policy would 
require Monument Sanitation 
District to increase its current 
monthly fee by $55 per month. 

The facility’s current five-
year permit expired on Dec. 
31. Due to staffing and funding 
shortfalls, the Water Qual-
ity Control Division of the state 
Health Department is three years 
behind on permit renewals, and 
the next permit is not expected 
to be approved until the end of 
2012. The division has acknowl-
edged at several meetings of its 
eight work groups that it cannot 
carry out the workload now be-
ing imposed by the new EPA ini-
tiatives being mandated by EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson. 

Wicklund provided Smith 
with a copy of the agreement 
between the JUC and the Colo-
rado Nutrients Coalition to have 
environmental attorneys Tad 
Foster and John Hall represent 
the Tri-Lakes facility in the 
coalition’s negotiations with the 
state Health Department in set-
ting tighter regulatory limits on 
nutrients such as total phospho-
rus and total nitrogen in future 
facility discharge permits. The 
JUC unanimously approved the 
formal coalition agreement with 
Foster and Hall. The JUC had 
previously approved a payment 
of $1,000 to Foster and Hall at 
the June 8 JUC meeting to join 
the coalition. 

Smith noted that the other 
participants in the Colorado Nu-
trients Coalition are: 
• Colorado Stormwater Utility 

Council
• Colorado Wastewater Utility 

Council
• Colorado River Water 

Conservancy District 
• City of Aurora 
• City of Pueblo 
• City of Colorado Springs
• Centennial Water and 

Sanitation District 
• Metro Wastewater 

Reclamation District 
(Denver area)

• North Front Range 
Water Quality Planning 
Association 

• Northern Colorado Water 
Conservation District

Wicklund added that several 
other wastewater treatment facil-
ities have joined Foster’s coali-
tion since this JUC meeting. He 
also noted that Upper Monument 
Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility, Donala Water and 
Sanitation District, Triview Met-
ropolitan District, and Academy 
Water and Sanitation District are 
not participants in the Colorado 

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, July 13

Possible methods for meeting new total 
phosphorus limits discussed

(Continued on page 12)
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Back-to-School 

Special!

www.monumentblackbelt.com

Come and learn why 
so many families enjoy 
Taekwondo TOGETHER!

• Family Fun
• Exercise
• Stress Relief
• Respect
• Confidence
• Self Defense
• Self Control

2 for the price of 1 
membership 

First 10 new members only
with this coupon. Good through August 30, 2010.

Call 488-4321

“I love that I can train in class with my 
children! I am in the best shape mentally and 
physically...all while Taekwondo teaches my 
children important life skills. Taekwondo has 
positively changed the lives of my family.” 

Chanda Chatham, parent and student

“I laughed when I heard that Taekwondo 
would teach my child discipline, respect, 
and confidence...But now he is a straight A 
student, respectful, and confident!”

Penelope Johnson, parent and student
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Nutrients Coalition. 
Foster and Hall will present 

a white paper at the Aug. 11 Nu-
trients Work Group meeting at 
the state Health Department in 
Denver that cites a lack of a sci-
entific basis for what they say is 
a fundamentally flawed statisti-
cal analysis of harmful effects on 
existing phosphorus and nitrogen 
concentrations in lakes and res-
ervoirs. The paper says that the 
state and EPA incorrectly assert 
that nutrients cause increases in 
the concentration of chlorophyll-
A and the subsequent growth of 
algal blooms that destroy aquatic 
life by using up all the available 
dissolved oxygen. 

The Water Quality Control 
Division has proposed tighter re-
strictions that would supposedly 
reduce the level of these nutrients 
in wastewater facility effluent in 
an attempt to reduce the amount 
of total phosphorus and total 
nitrogen that collects in down-
stream lakes and reservoirs. The 
white paper also notes that no 
significant reductions have been 
proposed for agricultural users 
of nutrients, which could pos-
sibly produce more meaningful 
reductions of nutrients in storm-
water flows into state waters. 

In a related but separate 
action, Foster is also directing 
the Colorado Wastewater Util-
ity Council’s response to the 
nutrient initiative. Foster has 
coordinated the rehiring of envi-
ronmental statistics analyst Tim 
Moore to develop a white paper 

that asserts there is a lack of any 
statistical correlation between 
total phosphorus and total nitro-
gen levels on the production of 
chlorophyll-A and algal blooms 
in state water. Moore’s paper 
also says there is a lack of any 
scientific basis or validity for the 
multi-metric indexing process 
and standards used to charac-
terize aquatic life to support 
the state’s proposal to radically 
tighten the limits in reservoirs, 
lakes, streams, and rivers. 

Foster hired Moore earlier 
this year to perform a statistical 
analysis of the state’s new pro-
posals on whole effluent toxic-
ity (WET) testing standards. 
Moore’s presentation on WET 
testing to the Water Quality Con-
trol Division showed that every 
facility in the state would have 
routine violations during every 
permit cycle due to the inherent 
wide variability in WET testing 
statistics, needlessly increasing 
the cost and workload for facili-
ties and division regulatory staff. 
While the staff acknowledged 
the validity of Moore’s research, 
EPA has not allowed the staff 
to revise its subsequently pro-
posed relaxed WET testing 
standards to date. See http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v10n5.htm#juc for more infor-
mation on Moore.

Wicklund stated, “We know 
we’re producing good effluent 
right now. We know we have a 
good plant. But because of the 
things the state and EPA are pro-

posing, it’s going to eventually 
cost all of us more money to treat 
our wastewater.” 

JUC recording secretary 
Sue Wielgopolan, who is also the 
recording secretary for the Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority, 
noted that Foster will make a 
presentation on nutrient criteria 
and other water quality and dis-
charge permit issues to the au-
thority at its Aug. 20 meeting at 
Monument Town Hall for invited 
candidates who are running for 
public office. 

Palmer Lake District Man-
ager Duane Hanson reported that 
about 16,000 feet of collection 
line had been cleaned to date by 
servicing consultant DRC Con-
struction of Sedalia. 

Randy Gillette, Woodmoor’s 
assistant district manager, noted 
that Woodmoor’s collection 
lines in district zones 4 and 5 
are being cleaned this summer 
by members of the district staff. 
Some vitreous clay collection 
lines are also being lined to limit 
leaks. Gillette noted that Wick-
lund had provided information 
on methods that Monument is 
using to re-line leaking man-
holes and perform spot repairs of 
newer PVC collection lines. 
Plant manager’s report

Facility manager Bill Burks re-
ported on monthly and semi-an-
nual discharge monitoring report 
results for June. 

Burks noted that the five-
day biochemical oxygen demand 
(BOD) test results average for 
June was 3 milligrams per liter 
or 3 parts per million (ppm). 
BOD tests show approximately 
how much dissolved oxygen is 
needed by aerobic biological or-
ganisms in a sample of effluent 
to break down the remaining or-
ganic material present at a tem-
perature of 20 C over a five-day 
period. The lower the BOD test 
result, the lower the amount of 
remaining organic material and 
the higher the overall effective-
ness of the wastewater treatment 
process. 

The maximum limit for the 
average of all Tri-Lakes month-
ly test results is 30 ppm. The 
maximum limit for any monthly 

test result is 45 ppm. An average 
BOD test result of 3 millligrams 
per liter, which is 10 percent 
of the standard for the average 
BOD test result, shows that much 
more organic material has been 
removed from Tri-Lakes effluent 
than the amount required to meet 
the standard. Palmer Lake Direc-
tor Joe Stallsmith noted, “There’s 
drinking water that’s worse than 
that. A dirty glass will give you 
more than that.” 

The average ammonia con-
centration was 0.4 ppm, with a 
maximum of 0.8 ppm. Ammonia 
will be a component of new total 
nitrogen limits that will be re-
quired in a year as part of EPA’s 
new nutrients limit program. 
Burks noted, “You can see how 
well the facility is operating. 
Ammonia is still not much on an 
issue for this plant.” 

Total inorganic nitrogen av-
eraged 4.0 ppm. The daily maxi-
mum ammonia limit is 23 ppm. 

The following were un-
detectable: copper, cyanide, 
arsenic, hexavalent chromium, 
trivalent chromium, silver, lead, 
nickel, selenium, oil, and grease. 

Trace amounts of iron, zinc, 
manganese, and mercury were 
detected. There are no discharge 
permit limits for the Tri-Lakes 
facility for these four con-
stituents, because the amounts 
present are so low that they are 
hard to detect. For example, the 
amount of mercury was 2 parts 
per trillion, or 0.002 micrograms 
per liter. 

Total BOD removal was 99 
percent and total suspended sol-
ids removal was 98 percent. The 
standard for each of these two 
tests is 85 percent. 

Because of stormwater 
infiltration into leaking collec-
tion lines and inflow into loose 
manhole lids, wastewater flows 
rise significantly during the 
summer thunderstorm season. 
Monument’s average May flows 
rose about 20 percent above 
winter averages, Palmer Lake’s 
average May flows rose about 
40 percent, and Woodmoor’s 
May flows increased by about 90 
percent. Total average May flows 
for the facility were about 60 
percent higher than winter aver-
ages, while June flows were only 
about 30 percent higher. The av-
erage June flows were about 1.35 
million gallons per day, which is 
about 32 percent of the Tri-Lakes 
facility’s capacity of 4.2 million 
gallons per day. 

The quarterly whole effluent 
toxicity test for the plant showed 
no toxicity at all. The facility has 
never failed a whole effluent tox-
icity test, which Burks noted “is 
amazing.” 

The May copper testing re-
sults showed the effluent copper 
concentration was 5 parts per 
billion. This level is the lowest 

amount detectable by the EPA-
approved testing methodology. 

Burks discussed proposed 
plans to remove and recycle some 
of the phosphorus in wastewater. 
He also discussed the brand new 
$64 million Marysville, Ohio, 
wastewater treatment facility, 
which sits on 70 acres of for-
mer agricultural land and has a 
capacity of 8 million gallons per 
day. This new plant incorporates 
many new state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, including those for 
further lowering nutrient levels 
in treated effluent. 

The JUC approved a $4,000 
contract for development of grant 
applications for capital improve-
ments by consultant engineer 
Bob Orsatti and senior utility 
asset planner Susan McCannon 
of Frachetti Engineering Inc. 
Orsatti helped design the facility 
as well as the subsequent modifi-
cations as an employee of RTW 
engineering. The grant proposal 
will seek $300,000 for wastewa-
ter treatment expansion improve-
ment planning and $200,000 for 
green infrastructure planning for 
energy efficiency improvements. 

The state’s Water Qual-
ity Control Division conducted 
stream sampling operations in 
Monument Creek near the facil-
ity for aquatic life, nutrients, and 
ammonia. Split samples were 
provided to Tri-Lakes aquatic 
life consultant GEI Consulting 
of Denver. GEI conducts the fa-
cility’s quarterly WET testing as 
well as other monthly discharge 
monitoring report testing. 

Burks noted that the concen-
tration of total phosphorus in the 
plant’s effluent is currently about 
3 ppm. He said the construction 
of conventional tertiary treat-
ment using chemical flocculants 
and filtration could reduce the 
Tri-Lakes effluent concentration 
to about 1 ppm. The Water Qual-
ity Control Division’s currently 
proposed standard is 0.09 ppm 
for cold water streams and 0.135 
ppm for warm water streams. 
Each wastewater facility will 
likely have to negotiate site-spe-
cific effluent criteria using a new 
procedure called a discharger 
specific variance. Extensive data 
collection by Burks’ staff and/or 
consultants will be required 
starting this fall to properly pre-
pare for these negotiations. 

The division will ask the 
EPA to postpone implementation 
of similar cuts in allowed levels 
of total nitrogen until the end of 
2016. 

The meeting adjourned at 
11:30 p.m.

**********
The next meeting is at 10 a.m. on 
Aug. 10 in the facility conference 
room, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meet-
ings are normally held at 10 a.m. 
on the second Tuesday of the 
month. Information: 481-4053.■

341 Front Street � Downtown Monument  
(719) 488-2300 � Now Wed.-Sat. 9-5!

Volunteers needed. 
Please call or come in! 

Shop Hangers for  
Back to School Clothes! 

All Children�s clothes 20% OFF!* 
*With this ad. Good thru 8/31/10.

Support Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By Jim Kendrick
At the July 15 meeting, District 
Manager Mike Wicklund ad-
vised the Monument Sanitation 
District Board that the ongoing 
collection system expansion in 
west Wakonda Hills is nearing 
completion. Brannan Construc-
tion Co. should conclude pipeline 
construction by the end of July. 
Repaving should be completed 
by mid-August. 

All five board members were 
present for the meeting. 

After this meeting, the dis-
trict received approval of the lift 
station engineering design on 
July 22 from the Water Quality 
Control Division of the Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment. The two lift 
stations will be installed on the 
southwest corner of Wakonda 
Hills in a county easement on 
the east side of the Santa Fe 
Trail. The lift stations will serve 
a small number of homes that 

cannot be served economically 
by gravity lines. 

Construction of these 
two lift stations by T. Lowell 
Construction should begin in 
August. T. Lowell was awarded 
the contract at the June 17 board 
meeting based on its low bid of 
$246,000. The quoted cost from 
Brannan Construction to con-
nect the gravity system to the 
end of the lift station force mains 
is $22,425, for a total construc-
tion cost of $268,425. There will 
also be an additional cost for in-
spections and contract manage-
ment by engineering consultant 
GMS Inc. 

Brannan Construction 
contract wrapping up

Digging and installation of 
the new collection lines and 
manholes and the repaving of 

affected road segments should 
be completed in early August. 
Brannan crews will be conduct-
ing cleanup and landscaping 
surface restoration for a few 
weeks after that. Reseeding will 
be completed in the fall. 

All repairs to the Zonta 
property fence and water stock 
tank have been completed. 
Remaining reseeding will be 
completed in the fall. The va-
cant Zonta property is adjacent 
to Wakonda Hills to the south, 
on the west side of Beacon Lite 
Road. 

The Brannan contract is 
being funded by a forgivable 
$2 million American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
federal stimulus loan that was 
awarded to the district in Sep-
tember 2009. Because it is a 

“forgivable” loan, no principal 
or interest has to be repaid to the 
EPA. If there are any collection 
system expansion project costs 
in excess of $2 million, they will 
be paid from the district’s capital 
reserve. 

None of the costs associated 
with lift station construction are 
covered by the forgivable $2 
million stimulus loan, including 
the district’s 2009 payment to 
the county of $12,170 from the 
district’s capital fund for the 
easement the county granted for 
the lift station installation. The 
engineering design could not 
be approved and construction 
could not subsequently begin by 
the ARRA deadline of Sept. 30, 
2009. 
Wakonda Hills tap fees 

will increase soon

On Feb. 18, the board approved 
an increase in tap fees for Wa-
konda Hills properties that have 
not included into the district by 
Sept. 30. The size of the Oct. 1 
tap fee increase for Wakonda 
Hills will be determined at a 
future board meeting.

Tap fees for the properties 
that have not yet been included 
in the district will remain at a 
fixed $5,500 until Sept. 30. The 
district will credit up to $1,000 
of a property owner’s cost for 
installing a sewer service line 
toward the fixed tap fee. For ex-
ample, if installation of a service 
line costs the property owner 
$1,500, the district will give a 
$1,000 credit toward tap fees, 
leaving a $4,500 balance.

Another incentive for the 
approximately 30 property own-

Monument Sanitation District, July 15

Wakonda Hills pipeline installation concluding

�����������������������
������������������������
�����������������������
������������������
�������������
���������������������������
����������������������
���������������������
�����������������������
������������������������������
����������������������������
�������������������������
���������������������
�������������������������
����������������������������
�����������������������
����������������

��������������������
��������������������
����������������������
������������������������
���������������������������

�������������������������
�������������������������������

������������������� �����������

Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO
80921
719-487-0407



Page 14 Vol. 10 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 15Saturday, August 7, 2010

ers who have not yet been included is that 
the tap fee can be financed through the 
district with no interest for 15 years. For 
example, a balance of $4,500 would re-
quire 180 monthly payments of $25. Once 
connected, monthly user fees will apply. 
If a property owner wishes to pay off the 
financed tap fee early, there is no pre-pay-
ment charge. If a property owner sells the 
property, the balance due on the amount 
financed by the district must be paid off 
at closing.

The district will not require any 
property owner to connect to the district 
collection system unless the property’s 
septic system has failed. However, the 
district is strongly encouraging all Wa-
konda Hills property owners to connect as 
soon as possible to protect their drinking 
water wells from being contaminated with 
bacteria and nitrates. Raw wastewater is 
being discharged into the ground as a re-
sult of failing septic systems and may flow 
into adjacent well heads. For several years, 
children and pets in the community have 
been seen playing in and walking through 
failed leach fields with raw sewage on the 
surface of the ground.

The county Department of Health 
and Environment will begin inspecting 

Wakonda Hills septic systems to protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the com-
munity from raw wastewater from exist-
ing failed leach fields. If a septic system 
has failed or fails in the future, the county 
Health Department will compel the prop-
erty owner to connect to the district’s 
collection system. A petition for inclusion 
is required at that time. Petitions for inclu-
sion into the Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict are available at the district office at 
130 Second St. A petition must be signed 
by each person listed as an owner on the 
property deed and notarized. Free notary 
service is available at the district office.

Those who choose not to be included 
by Sept. 30 may still petition to be in-
cluded in the future, but the new tap fee 
will apply. The district’s financing option 
may not be available after that date, and 
the property owner may have to pay all 
legal costs associated with inclusion. For 
more information, contact the district at 
481-4886.

Financial report
Wicklund noted that the payment of 
$8,200 to Bauerle and Co. P.C. included 
the extra cost for a separate “yellow sheet 
audit” of ARRA financing accounting 
for the Wakonda Hills project in 2009. A 

similar separate “yellow sheet audit” of 
ARRA financing will be required again 
as part of the 2010 audit. Both audits were 
approved at the June 17 meeting and have 
been forwarded to the state. 

The monthly payment of $14,284 
to engineering consultant GMS Inc. in-
cluded payments for engineering work 
GMS performed for the Wakonda Hills 
lift stations. 

JUC update
See the Joint Use Committee article on 
page 10 for details of the July 13 meeting. 

Director Glenda Smith suggested 
that the annual JUC meeting be held in 
the evening so that more directors from 
Monument, Woodmoor, and Palmer Lake 
Sanitation District could attend. She also 
suggested that the cost of a catered meal at 
a local restaurant during the annual meet-
ing should be shared by the three owner 
districts. 

Trails End lift station pump 
alarm analysis continuing

Consultant Joe Simcik of I&C has com-
pleted troubleshooting of recent alarms 
for one of the pumps in the Trails End lift 
station that occurred because the pump 
was running longer than normal. Simcik 
determined that there may be infiltration 
of groundwater into the storage tank, 
making the pumps run longer than ex-
pected. Simcik pumped out the tanks and 
removed sludge and construction dirt and 
debris on July 15. 

Consultant Quality Pipe Services 
will provide an estimate for relining the 
storage tank to eliminate groundwater 
infiltration. The cost would be paid for 
with money from the Trails End developer 
that is being held in a retainage escrow 
account for 10 years. GMS will negotiate 
the proposed repair to the tank with Qual-
ity Pipe Services and payment of the cost 
with the developer. 

Synthes commercial 
tap fee discussed

Wicklund said that Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District Manager Jessie Shaffer 
had received an e-mail from the Colo-
rado Health Department two months ago 
regarding installation of a new pre-treat-
ment plant at the Synthes industrial plant. 
Shaffer forwarded the Health Department 
e-mail to Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Manager Bill Burks, who then 
forwarded it to Wicklund. 

Synthes had requested that the state 
Health Department grant a wastewater 
discharge permit change for increasing 
the amount of wastewater it would be 
allowed to discharge to the Tri-Lakes fa-
cility. Wicklund learned that this was the 

first pretreatment permit action performed 
by the new state pre-treatment coordina-
tor. The Health Department had approved 
the volume increase and had also removed 
the upper limit on the pH of the Synthes 
wastewater discharge permit without any 
consultation with Monument. Synthes 
also failed to notify Monument of the 
requested change to increase the amount 
discharged and to eliminate the maximum 
pH limit. 

Wicklund will arrange a meeting 
with the new state pretreatment coordi-
nator and EPA Region VIII pretreatment 
coordinator Al Garcia to re-establish an 
appropriate state procedure for notifying 
sanitation districts and EPA regarding 
industrial discharge permit changes in 
the future. 

Wicklund then visited the Synthes 
construction site and discovered the half-
completed new pretreatment facility. He 
informed them that the new facility had 
not been approved by the district, Synthes 
had not been given permission to connect 
to the Monument collection system, and 
that the district can deny connection to 
any industrial discharger if its new waste-
water discharge will negatively affect 
the Tri-Lakes facility’s current discharge 
permit. 

The initial GMS estimate for the tap 
fee for the new pretreatment facility is 
$145,340, which is directly proportional 
to the current residential tap fee for about 
164 gallons per day. The cost of the origi-
nal tap fee for Synthes’ first pretreatment 
facility, which was not paid, had not yet 
been determined. 

The district will also require en-
gineering approval from GMS for an 
isolated discharge system for the new 
pretreatment facility through a separate 
monitoring manhole. Synthes had planned 
to use a standard floor drain for this new 
discharge. 

A new commercial tap fee will also 
be received from property owner SDK1 
for construction of its second building 
in the Monument Rock Business Park on 
the northeast corner of the intersection of 
Mitchell and Synthes Avenues.

In other matters, Wicklund urged 
board members to make reservations for 
the Special District Association confer-
ence in Keystone on Sept. 22. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
**********

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. on Aug. 19 in 
the district conference room, 130 Second 
St. Meetings are normally held at 7 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of the month. Infor-
mation: 481-4886.■

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
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8,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 5 years!

��������� �����

��������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������

�������
Here is a copy of your ad as it will appear in the RSVP Postcard Mailer. Please check all spelling, punctuation, phone 
numbers, addresses, web addresses, etc. RSVP is not responsible for typographic errors or incorrect information after
proof has been approved. Print  corrections directly on proof in DARK ink and return by fax to (303) 936-4115.

Front
Back

����������������������������������������������������

�����������

�����
�����������
�����������������
��������������������
��� �����������

�������

Deck Care
&

Maintenance

�������

������������
��� ���� �������������������������� �������������������

� ��������������������������������������������

������������
��������������������������������

���������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������
������������������������������������

�������������������������

����
������

�����������
�����������

�
���

Professional Deck Restoration  
Sanding, Staining and Sealing, Repair 
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Monument Ride Center 
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On-Bike Skill Classes - Social Rides 

Call Tim Watkins, the Ride Center host, for suggested routes, 
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Hours: Sat. & Sun. 10-6; Mon., Thu. & Fri., 11-7 



Page 14 Vol. 10 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 15Saturday, August 7, 2010

By John Heiser
PPRWA President 

Kip Petersen resigns
At a special meeting June 23 of the 
Cherokee Metropolitan District Board of 
Directors, Kip Petersen resigned his posi-
tion as general manager of the district that 
serves 15,000 customers east of Powers 
Boulevard. 

The Cherokee district has been strug-
gling ever since 2006, when it lost a court 
case at the Colorado Supreme Court and 
had to stop pumping from some of its 
wells. The district has imposed water use 
restrictions and substantially increased 
rates. The district is implementing an in-
direct potable reuse system and has signed 
a three-year contract to purchase water 
from Colorado Springs.

The May election replaced three in-
cumbents who were running for re-elec-
tion to the board. That changed a majority 
of the five-member board.

Sean Chambers, formerly manager 
of the Sunset Metropolitan District near 
Ellicott, was appointed June 23 to serve as 
interim district manager while the board 
conducts a search for a permanent district 
manager.

On July 1, Petersen resigned as presi-
dent of the Pikes Peak Regional Water Au-
thority (PPRWA) and the El Paso County 
Water Authority (EPCWA).

Rich Landreth, Monument’s Public 
Works director and vice president of the 
PPRWA, presided at the PPRWA’s July 21 
regular monthly meeting. 

The members of the PPRWA are the 
Cherokee district, the City of Fountain, 
the Donala Water and Sanitation District, 
the Town of Monument, the Town of 
Palmer Lake, the Triview Metropolitan 
District, the Woodmen Hills Metropolitan 
District, and the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District. 

Members unable to agree on 
participation in Flaming 

Gorge project
At the May 19 PPRWA meeting, repre-
sentatives of Monument, Triview, and 
the Woodmoor district formally agreed to 
participate in the feasibility study phase of 
the Flaming Gorge project through Dona-
la’s membership in the Colorado Water 
Authority. The project’s feasibility phase 

is expected to take about a year.
The Colorado Water Authority is a 

coalition of Colorado water providers that 
is looking into bringing water from the 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir in northwestern 
Colorado to the Rueter-Hess Reservoir, a 
70,000 acre-foot facility being construct-
ed three miles southwest of downtown 
Parker. 

The current members of the Colorado 
Water Authority besides Donala are the 

Parker Water and Sanitation District, the 
South Metro Water Supply Authority, the 
Board of County Commissioners of Doug-
las County, and the Town of Castle Rock.

At its June meeting, the PPRWA 
decided to conduct participation in the 
Colorado Water Authority as a project. 
The costs, in this case $20,000, would be 
split among the participants. Dana Duthie, 
Donala’s general manager, was designated 
as the PPRWA’s representative, with Gary 

Barber, PPRWA manager, as alternate.
Jesse Shaffer, manager of the Wood-

moor district, said that his district would 
not pay its $5,000 share unless it is for-
mally included by modifying the agree-
ment with the Colorado Water Authority.

Rick Fendel, attorney for the PPRWA, 
was asked to prepare a list of alternative 
ways to deal with the situation.

At the July 21 meeting, Fendel re-
ported that he had been in contact with the 

24 
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Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, July 21
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Colorado Water Authority’s attorney and 
had prepared an intergovernmental agree-
ment and participation agreement to con-
vert Donala’s membership in the authority 
into a PPRWA project membership. The 
associated legal fees were $2,275.

Duthie objected to paying a one-
fourth portion of the legal expenses to 
include the other three entities. When the 
other entities objected to paying the legal 
expenses, he withdrew his offer to have the 
other entities share in the membership. He 

told Landreth he would return the $10,000 
he had received to cover participation by 
Monument and Triview. The Woodmoor 
district had not yet paid its $5,000 share.

Fendel’s legal fees for the failed effort 
will now be paid from PPRWA’s funds.

Consolidation of water 
authorities discussed

At the PPRWA’s June meeting, Barber dis-
tributed a draft report titled “The Future of 
the PPRWA.” In it, he recommended that 
the PPRWA be consolidated with the El 
Paso County Water Authority (EPCWA) 
and the joint entity take over administra-
tion of the Transit Loss Model currently 
being administered by the EPCWA. 

He said the combined entity should 
become a public policy think-tank on 
water resource issues and a voice for col-
laborative solutions.

Barber said subgroups should be 
formed on significant projects: common 
infrastructure in the north, groundwater 
and aquifer storage in the east, and cap-
ture of return flows, use and reuse, and 
brine disposal in the south.

He said the combined entity should 
regularly review renewable water pos-
sibilities and develop an alternative to 
using Colorado Springs Utilities’ (CSU) 
Southern Delivery System in the event 
that project is delayed.

The group decided to broach the 
subject with El Paso County, Widefield, 
Security, and the Forest Lakes Metropoli-
tan District to see if they would support 
consolidation of the two authorities.

Representatives of Widefield and Se-
curity attended the July 21 PPRWA meet-
ing and participated in the discussion.

Larry Bishop, manager of the Wood-
men Hills district, noted that the EPCWA 
started out as a forum to address water 
issues throughout the county. Recently, 
due to apathy, it has had difficulty meet-
ing quorum requirements for its meetings. 
He said that one distinction between the 
EPCWA and the PPRWA is that the county 
belongs to the EPCWA and so can repre-
sent private well owners and private water 
rights holders. He added that if the two 
groups are merged, it would be important 

to retain that representation.
Bishop expressed frustration that the 

districts “can’t work together in either 
organization.” He added, “We have a fidu-
ciary responsibility to pursue a renewable 
water supply.”

Former Monument Mayor Betty 
Konarski noted that the PPRWA is a more 
regional concept in that members need not 
be in El Paso County. She added, “I would 
hate to have you lose the potential for re-
gional cooperation.”

John McGinn of JDS-Hydro, a con-
sultant to the Widefield Water and Sani-
tation District, noted that the county has 
not participated in the EPCWA in any 
significant way in the past 18 months. He 
added that one authority would be better 
than two for building coalitions.

Barber said that if it would help in 
merging the two organizations if he sig-
nificantly reduced his involvement and 
the associated expenses, he is willing to 
do that. 

After Barber left to attend another 
meeting, Fendel said Barber’s continued 
participation is important to the success of 
the Super Ditch negotiations. 

Duthie said he would work up a 
possible budget and dues structure for a 
combined authority for discussion with 
the EPCWA members.

Bishop and Shaffer were designated 
as PPRWA’s representatives to discuss a 
merger with representatives of the EP-
CWA. Konarski encouraged them to also 
meet with County Commissioner Amy 
Lathen.

Following the public meeting, the 
authority went into an executive session 
to discuss legal issues and negotiation 
strategies.

**********
The next regular monthly meeting of 
the PPRWA will be held Aug. 18 at 8:30 
a.m. at the Woodmen Hills Metropolitan 
District Community Center West, 11720 
Woodmen Hills Drive in Falcon. The 
meetings are normally held on the third 
Wednesday of each month. The location is 
rotated among the PPRWA members.

The PPRWA Web site is 
www.pprwa.com.■

Forest View Acres Water District Board of Directors, July 22

Improvements to well, 
treatment plant planned

By Candice Hitt
The Forest View Acres Water District 
(FVAWD) Board of Directors meeting 
July 22 focused on plans for improve-
ments and repairs to the well located at the 
Arapahoe Aquifer and the surface water 
treatment plant that supply water to the 
district. 

Grant money available
Using capital improvement funds along 
with an Energy Impact Assistance Fund 
(EIAF) grant from the state in the amount 
of $106,700, the district plans to improve 
the current well and to possibly place the 
pump deeper within the well to improve 
flow. Other improvements being consid-
ered include enhancements to the surface 
water treatment facility. The funds avail-
able through the EIAF grant must be used 
by the end of 2010.

Currently, the board is collaborating 
with local engineers to address how to 
make repairs and upgrades in the most 
efficient and cost-effective manner. The 
board would like the project to start by 
early September and be completed by the 
end of calendar year 2010 to ensure appli-

cation of the EIAF funds. In addition, the 
board hopes to avoid a service interrup-
tion during the project. The improvement 
project is open for bid, with companies 
such as RG Consulting Engineers Inc. and 
Hydrokinetics providing quotes and work 
schedules.

The number and severity of line 
breaks has significantly decreased in 
recent years due to installing pressure-
reducing valves in the old system. 

The operations report indicates the 
Arapahoe Aquifer is operating normally 
and is very reliable during periods of no 
rain. Also, there are limited malfunc-
tions during times of high turbidity or 
increased demand for water, particularly 
on weekends.

Overall capital improvements are ex-
pected to decrease service downtime, ex-
tend the life of the system, increase water 
flow, decrease breakdowns, and improve 
overall quality of the FVAWD.

**********
The next meeting will be Thursday, Aug. 
26, at the Monument Sanitation District, 
130 Second St., Monument. Information: 
(303) 381-4977.■
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Triview Metropolitan District Board, July 27

Baptist Road landscape easement vacated
By Jim Kendrick

On July 27, the board of the Triv-
iew Metropolitan District ap-
proved the vacation of numerous 
Triview landscaping easements 
along Baptist Road so that hom-
eowners could plan for building 
side fences. 

Board President Robert 
Eskridge was absent. Director 
Robert Fisher presided over the 
meeting in Eskridge’s absence. 
Carriage West fence and 
landscaping easement 

vacated
Monument Director of Develop-
ment Services Tom Kassawara 
proposed a resolution that would 
authorize the town to pursue the 
necessary procedures to vacate 
a landscape easement along the 
north side of Baptist Road. The 
easement is recorded on the 
Carriage Point West plat. Eight 
lots that back up to Baptist have 
50-foot easements and three lots 
have 40-foot easements to create 
this green space buffer.

Kassawara noted that the re-
corded plat assigns responsibil-
ity for maintenance of these 11 
landscaping easements to Triv-
iew. Developer Classic Homes 
built a split-rail fence within 
the county’s Baptist Road right-
of-way. Several trees were also 
planted in the Classic Homes 
easement. However, Triview has 
not maintained the landscaping 
on a consistent basis. 

Sometime in the past four 
years, the Triview district man-
ager gave a permit to one of 
these property owners for a side 
fence that extends through the 
buffer to connect to the split-rail 
fence along Baptist Road. Since 
the town took over maintenance 
of the green space, other ho-
meowners have applied to the 
town for similar fence permits. 
If more fences were constructed, 
it would become very difficult 
for town Public Works staff 
to gain access to these private 
back yards to maintain the green 
space buffer for Triview. The 
town staff would have to retro-
fit gates between each yard and 
maintain them as well. 

Kassawara proposed that 
all 11 easements be vacated and 
maintenance responsibility be 
re-assigned to the property own-
ers. Kassawara said the surveyor 
cost for the vacation paperwork 
would be very small. 

Monument Public Works 
Director Rich Landreth added 
that the Triview irrigation sys-
tem in these 11 easements is 
not working. Triview operations 
manager Steve Sheffield said the 
controller for the Triview sprin-
kler pipes could be removed 
from the back yard of one of 
these houses. 

The town staff will send a 
letter to each of the 11 affected 
property owners informing them 
that:
• The Triview easement is 

being vacated.

• Fences could be installed 
along their side property 
lines down to Baptist Road 
if they wish.

• Triview will no longer be 
responsible for maintaining 
the 50-foot strip at the south 
end of their rear yards.

• Property owners will be 
expected to maintain this 
area in the same manner that 
they maintain the remainder 

of their rear yards.
• Property owners will be 

expected to maintain this 
area in accordance with the 
maintenance provisions in 
the covenants governing the 
property.

• The town will hold hearings 
on these easement vacations 
at meetings of the Planning 
Commission and Board of 
Trustees. 

• The town will record the 
revised plat with the county. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to vacate 

these easements. 
Status of 404 permit 
renewal discussed

Kassawara briefed the board on 

PEAK RANCH ALPACAS
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MONUMENT  (719)232-8509
www.peakranchalpacas.com
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the town staff’s attempts to renew Triview’s 404 permit 
with the Army Corps of Engineers (wetlands) and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (endangered species) over 
the past eight months. Consultant Walsh Environmental 
is now assisting with technical information on mitigation 
and how Triview should carry out its responsibilities as 
the 404 permit holder. 

There have been problems monitoring the progress 
of mitigation by the various landowners within the permit 
area who have impacted protected Preble’s mouse habitat. 
The contract for the consultant who was to perform these 
duties expired in 2009. 

Kassawara reported that the Triview manager was 
supposed to establish and collect an environmental fee 
to be paid with each permit for a home or commercial 
use. These fees were to be placed in a fund earmarked for 
Preble’s mouse mitigation so that Triview could perform 
mitigation tasks required by the permit if the landowners 
failed to do so. According to Fish and Wildlife, Triview 
should also have withheld permits for any development 
that built on mouse habitat until mitigation was completed 
satisfactorily by the landowner. Neither of these programs 
was ever instituted. 

Landowners asked Triview to conduct a meeting 
with all the landowners and the agencies, early in the term 
of the permit, to develop a plan for compliance that could 
be agreed upon by all parties. This was deemed necessary 
at that time because lands suitable for mitigation were not 
always located on the same property as the existing habi-
tat land being developed. So, some cooperation among 
the landowners was judged to be necessary in order for 
the terms of the 404 permit to be met. This meeting never 
occurred.

Those who own property within the 404 permit area 
are:
• Jackson Creek Land Co. (Tim Phelan, Rick Blevins)
• Genesis Homes/Trail Ridge Homes, Monument PRD-

10/Jackson Creek Market Village (Miles Grant)
• Pine Tree Properties/Phoenix Bell (Greg Anderson, 

Dan Leung)
• ADK Properties (Allen Brown, Community Bank)
• Triview Metropolitan District
The Corps of Engineers and Fish and Wildlife advised 
the town staff they were pleased to see an attempt by the 
staff to get the various parties together and act as a coor-
dinator in order to obtain compliance, especially since the 
404 permit was due to expire in November 2009. At that 
time, both agency representatives stated that none of the 
landowners would be permitted to modify any portion of 
the permit or apply to encroach upon existing wetlands 
or mouse habitat until the outstanding compliance issues 
were resolved. The agencies suggested that a modification 
to the permit could be considered if Triview was not able 
to come to an agreement with the landowners on solutions 
to the current problems with compliance.

The town staff has requested and received an exten-
sion to Triview’s 404 permit until Dec. 31, 2014, with the 

stipulation that Triview must work diligently toward the 
development of a modification to the permit.

Kassawara also gave an extensive report on the staff’s 
actions to date on the numerous technical problems that 
must be resolved to obtain a 404 permit renewal through 
the staff’s coordination of incomplete habitat mitigation 
and the required purchase of substitute habitat.

Sanctuary Pointe update
Kassawara reported on the background of the Sanctuary 
Pointe annexation and recent actions taken by the staff. 
Some of the items he reported on were: 
• The Annexation and Sketch Plan was approved by 

the Board of Trustees on November 20, 2006
• The Annexation Agreement was fully executed May 

15, 2008. The Triview Inclusion Agreement was 
included as Exhibit C.

• Preliminary/Final Plats and PD Site Plans for Phase 
1 (eastern portion), which included five filings, were 
submitted in 2008, reviewed by staff, and put on hold 
by the developer, Classic Homes, before any hearings 
were scheduled.

• The Triview Metropolitan District Order for Inclusion 
was approved March 25, 2008.

• The petition for Inclusion, as referenced in the order, 
included as a condition of the inclusion that “various 
items of municipal infrastructure will be required 
to be installed by petitioner in order to provide 
service to the property.” The items listed in Section 
5(A) of the attached agreement were to be initially 
paid for by the petitioner (Classic Homes) subject 
to reimbursement from the district as set forth in 
Section 7 of the agreement. Section 5(B) contains 
additional language regarding understandings 
between the petitioner and the district pertaining to 
certain infrastructure obligations. The items set forth 
in Section 5(C), which are roads, streets, and internal 
infrastructure necessary to serve the development, 
were to be paid for by petitioner.

Classic Homes was to construct a variety of infrastruc-
ture improvements that the Triview manager classified as 
“system improvements”—water and sewer installations 
that were perceived as benefiting the district by providing 
regional facilities to be used by future residents outside 
the annexation area. Triview was to reimburse Classic 
Homes for the cost of these improvements:
• A sewer collector in Baptist Road (which was already 

installed during the Baptist Road widening project) 
($256,500). 

• Classic’s proportionate share of a water tank to 
be constructed on the Sanctuary Pointe property 
($380,000).

• A booster station for water distribution ($330,000).
• Installation and equipment for an Arapahoe aquifer 

well on the Sanctuary Pointe property ($550,000).
• Installation of a water line from the new well to the 

new water storage tank ($127,500).
• Installation of a sanitary sewer main on the property 

($391,000).
• Installation of a sewage lift station and a sewer force 

main from the new lift station to the gravity sewer 
system ($545,000).

• Installation of a sewage collection main in Kingswood 
Drive ($162,000).

• Installation of a water line from an existing well to 
the new water tank (costs not identified). Petitioner 
was to pay engineering and surveying costs.

The agreement states that “The district has allocated up 
to $3,000,000 for reimbursement to petitioner for infra-
structure to be initially constructed by petitioner.” No 
evidence has been found in previous budgets or the cur-
rent budget to indicate that funds were ever encumbered 
or otherwise set aside for these payments. The Petition for 
Inclusion does state, however, that reimbursement to the 
petitioner from the district shall be made by “one or more 
tax exempt cash flow municipal bonds,” and that “pay-
ments will be coordinated to meet the cash flow needs 
of the district taking into account the taxes and fees pro-
duced from the property.” Cost recovery provisions are 
also mentioned in the petition.

Grant contract approved
Consultant Linda Firth described how she would write a 
grant proposal for the creation of a joint water conserva-
tion plan for Triview, the Town of Monument, and the 
Town of Palmer Lake. She would charge each $2,000 for 
a total of $6,000. If the grant application is unsuccessful, 
she would refund $1,000 each. The Triview board ap-
proved her proposal as did the Monument Board of Trust-
ees and the Palmer Lake Town Council. See more details 
in the July 19 Board of Trustees article on page 24. 

Draft operating agreement completed
Fisher and Director Steve Remington discussed the draft 
agreement for joint operations that was distributed to the 
other Triview directors and the Monument trustees on 
Aug. 2. Comments and suggestions on this final draft will 
be requested from the other directors and trustees. 

Financial report
The board approved four checks over $5,000:
• $7,389 to Felt, Monson, & Culichia LLC for legal 

work on water issues
• $94,858 to Donala Water and Sanitation District for 

the third-quarter maintenance payment
• $9,578 to PSF Company LLC for paving
• $7,577 to Walsh Environmental LLC for 

environmental consulting
The meeting was recessed at 7:12 p.m. before going into 
executive session to receive legal advice from attorney 
Chris Cummins of Felt, Monson, & Culichia. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 5 p.m. on Aug. 24 at 
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally 
held on the fourth Tuesday of the month. Information: 
884-8017.■
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By Jim Kendrick
On July 28, the Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-
trict Board approved the immediate purchase of a new 
Rosenbauer America aerial truck, which would retail for 
approximately $775,000, from Max Fire Apparatus of 
Castle Rock for a cash price of about $531,000. 

The board also discussed options for financing the 
purchase of a Type 3 pumper and the construction of its 
new fire station for seven, 10, or 15 years, but deferred a 
final decision on the specific amounts to be financed and 
the specific lengths of the lease-purchase agreements. Fi-
nancing agreements do not have to be finalized for these 
two items until later this year, because no payments will 
be due right away. 

The absence of Director Harland Baker was ex-
cused. 

Background
At the June 23 board meeting, the board unanimously 
approved a letter of intent to purchase the 75-foot ladder 
truck from Max Fire, after considering various options 
for financing the purchase of an aerial in each district 
budget cycle over the past five years. The discount offered 
for purchasing a demonstration vehicle that the Central 
States division of Rosenbauer America is currently using 
for trade shows and conventions made the purchase even 
more affordable and fit into the timing for equipping the 
new station on Highway 83 at the Stagecoach Road inter-
section. It would be assigned to Station 1 on Gleneagle 
Drive. The aerial truck has a small enough footprint to fit 
in the tighter parking lots at some commercial, strip mall, 
and apartment properties in Wescott’s service area that 
are too small for the larger ladder trucks used by other 
county fire departments that might respond to a mutual 
aid dispatch. (See picture of this ladder truck on page 
21.)

Also at the June 23 meeting, the board approved the 
lease purchase of a new Type 3 Rosenbauer pumper that 
is narrower, not as tall, and has a shorter wheelbase than a 
standard “full size” Type 1 pumper. This type of pumper 
would be advantageous in the rural, heavily wooded areas 
with long, narrow driveways on the east side of the dis-
trict. This smaller custom pumper would be assigned to 
Station 3 when Central States completes its construction. 
The base price of this custom-built truck is $251,713. Dis-
counts are available for prepayment of the chassis. The 
first lease-purchase payment to Wells Fargo would be 
made in 2012, a year after it is delivered to Wescott. 

The district’s water tender will be reassigned to Sta-
tion 3 due to the absence of hydrants in Academy Water 
and Sanitation District and several of Wescott’s coverage 
areas to the south as well as a shorter response time from 
the new station. Similarly, one of the district’s brush 
trucks will also be reassigned to Station 3 because they 
are designed for brush fires in the grassland areas that are 
common in this southern area. 

The new Type 3 pumper would also be a better match 
for the types of out-of-state wildfires that Wescott would 
like to help fight. The federal payments to the department 
for use of a Type 3 pumper would be significantly higher 
than those previously received for the brush trucks that 
the district has deployed in previous wildfire seasons, 
perhaps high enough to pay for the annual lease-purchase 
payments. 

The board unanimously approved a motion on June 
23 to obtain discounted federal Build America bond 
funding from Wells Fargo for the new station, the new 
pumper, and the aerial demonstration vehicle with a 
condition that the staff finalize the various loan agree-
ments as proposed. The board also approved paying off 
the existing Wells Fargo lease-purchase agreement for 
the district’s primary Rosenbauer pumper truck that was 
purchased in 2006, with a condition to postpone the final 
payoff decision until July 28 in order to determine if there 
would be an interest penalty for an early payoff. 

Board approves cash payment for aerial
Director Dennis Feltz, who was absent on June 23, ex-
pressed his opposition to the decisions on apparatus made 
at this previous meeting, as well as the decision to award 
a design-build contract for construction of Station 3, by 
asking numerous questions of other board members and 
staff members. Feltz was replaced as district treasurer by 
the board at its first meeting after the May 4 election. 

Feltz started his series of questions on the aerial pur-

chase by interrupting Treasurer Joyce Hartung before she 
had a chance to begin her presentation on the “Station and 
Vehicle Financing” agenda item. He asked the board and 
staff for “the justification for the ladder truck? What was 
it? The reason why we wanted the ladder truck was?”

Assistant Chief Vinny Burns replied, “We have tall 
buildings.” Burns added, “70 to be exact.” 

Chief Jeff Edwards said, “I presented for the last five 
years the necessity for a ladder truck in this district.” 

After a lengthy contentious discussion on the numer-
ous financing, cash reserve, and expanded payroll factors 
to consider, Secretary Greg Gent ended Feltz’s question-
ing of the June 23 letter of intent decision by offering a 
motion to pay cash for the new ladder truck. This would 
increase the amount being saved through a Max Fire pre-
ferred customer discount by avoiding interest payments, 
and the district would receive another 35 percent interest 
discount by using Buy American Bonds offered by Wells 
Fargo. The motion was approved 3-1, with Feltz opposed. 

Treasurer’s report
Hartung noted that in June, total income was $495,289 
and total expenditures were $$345,224. The final pay-
ment to Wells Fargo for the lease-purchase of the 2006 
Rosenbauer pumper was $150,506. 

Administrative Assistant Cheryl Marshall reported 

that the final copy of the district’s 2009 audit would be 
provided to the state by July 30. The auditor will brief the 
board at the Aug. 25 meeting on his separate management 
letter. Copies of the audit will be provided to the district 
in early August. 

Chief’s report
There were 80 calls in June for a total of 603 this year, 
down 8 percent from 2009. There were no injuries. AMR 
had 38 ambulance calls within the district and 21 out of 
the district. 

Edwards’ first five-year goal plan has been com-
pleted. He will develop and distribute a new set of goals 
for the next five years to include a merger or formation 
of a fire authority with Black Forest Fire/Rescue District. 
The district may have to increase its mill levy to cover the 
expenses associated with formation of an authority or if 
some Colorado Springs areas within the district’s service 
area are taken over by the city. The only other planned ap-
paratus purchases would be to replace unsafe equipment, 
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, July 28

Financing of new aerial truck finalized

Above: 75-foot ladder truck purchased by the DWFPD. Photo provided by Max Fire. 
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such as self-contained breathing apparatus. All the county 
fire departments will be implementing the 2009 Interna-
tional Fire Code, which will require some changes. 

Edwards and Hartung discussed efforts to respond to 
a Freedom of Information Act request from former vol-
unteer Karen Kitske. The board and staff concurred on 
the district providing information promptly in response to 
appropriate requests by any citizen. Fees will be charged 
when appropriate for preparing new documents to answer 
questions. Board Chairman Scott Campbell said the 
district will continue to hold itself to a high standard of 
conduct even to individuals who are rude and do not pay 
the invoices for the documentation provided. 

An attorney for a few Colorado Springs property 
owners has requested that they no longer be included 
in the Wescott service area and no longer pay Wescott 

property taxes. The staff and the district’s attorney will 
meet with them and advise them that the district’s current 
policy is to keep all properties within the district unless 
directed otherwise by a judge.

The Fourth of July parade participation and family 
picnic went well.

The district’s website has been updated. 
Station 3 report

Edwards reported that trees had been cut down, stakes 
have been set for the building location, soil samples have 
been taken for well and septic testing, and a new cattle 
fence has been installed around the Station 3 lot. Weekly 
meetings are being held with Colarelli Construction Inc. 
The site plan, including grading plans for the site, drive-
ways, and new adjacent roadways, have been approved. 
Colarelli should make a final decision soon on selecting 
a design contractor from several candidates. The external 
design of the station will be coordinated with Shamrock 
Ranch owner David Wismer. Construction is expected to 
begin in January. 

The district forwarded the traffic study required by 
the Colorado Department of Transportation on July 23. 
Final Highway 83 access approval by El Paso County is 
expected in October. 

Feltz asked numerous questions about the June 23 
meeting regarding contract and costs, which Gent an-
swered. The items discussed that were not part of the ex-
ecutive session for legal advice were previously reported 
in OCN. Edwards and Gent answered these questions. 

Edwards also noted that Colarelli had found $100,000 
in savings in the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
system, and an unnecessary door had been eliminated. 
Gent reminded Feltz that he was free to listen to the re-
cordings of the executive sessions and no one is entitled 
to get copies of these recordings to take home. Campbell 
reminded Feltz that the advice of legal counsel by statute 
is not recorded and reiterated that Feltz is not entitled to a 
personal copy of the recordings of other executive session 
discussions. 

Former Director and board President Brian Ritz 
stated that the district should have conducted soil sample 
tests before accepting Wismer’s donation of the Station 
3 site. 

Black Forest Consolidation 
Committee report

Chief Dan Qualman of the South Metro Fire Rescue Au-
thority briefed the consolidation committee on lessons 
learned when the South Metro Fire Rescue District and 
Parker Fire Protection District created the fire authority. 
Some of the items noted by Campbell and Feltz were:
• The fire authority board has seven members, three 

from each district and a member elected by these six 
members. 

• The three members from each district form a 
quorum for each district’s five-member boards for 
any financial decisions made by the authority.

• The district boards only meet to deal with the 
separate district budgets and mill levies, 9.25 mills 
for South Metro and 14 for Parker.

• Studies and activities for forming the district were 
very inclusive. 

• Consultant Emergency Service Consultants Inc. 
(ESCI) of Oregon performed the authority’s low-cost 
limited feasibility study on economies of scale and 
sizing.

• Qualman will provide copies of the authority’s 
governing document for review.

See www.southmetro.org/File/Feasibility_Study_Re-
port_031408_Finalcondensed.pdf for more details on 
formation of the South Metro Authority. 

Campbell said that the Black Forest Consolidation 
Committee is looking at forming an authority now that 
merging by inclusion of Wescott into Black Forest has 
been determined to be not feasible. 

At the end of the meeting, Campbell and Gent 
admonished Feltz for the numerous questions he had 
asked throughout the meeting regarding financial and 
operational decisions and procedures after Feltz asked the 
board to send out letters to every district constituent ev-
ery time the new Type 3 pumper is deployed for wildfire 
training and not available for dispatch within the Wescott 
service area. 

Edwards said, “In the history of this department has 
a fire truck never shown up to a fire in the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District? What leads you to believe that it 
wouldn’t?”

Feltz replied, “I don’t know. The comments (were) 
that there’s areas within our district that a fire truck can’t 
get to and I wanted a justification. I was just following up 
with a question.” 

Campbell replied, “Guys, this is embarrassing. Den-
nis, this needs to stop.”

Gent said, “I do have a problem with you attacking 
people. I don’t particularly like for you to attack Joyce. 
Joyce is doing her job. Don’t question her. The board 
voted her in and she is now our treasurer. The chiefs 
run this department. We give the chiefs responsibility to 
run the department. We do not tell them how to run the 
department. I don’t want to hear you tell Joyce how to be 
treasurer. I don’t want to hear you tell the chiefs how to do 
it and I don’t want to hear you tell our chairman how he 
should run the meeting. OK? I’ve had enough. OK? That’s 
enough. If you would like to ask a question, that’s fine. 
But you will not attack somebody we’ve put in that office. 
You will not do that.”

“So verifying the salaries was an attack?” said Feltz.
“Everybody here knows what you were doing. You’re 

instigating, OK. You were trying to attack her and I don’t 
like it. We support what she’s doing, OK? Don’t do it.” 

Campbell added, “It’s got to stop. We’ve got to act 
like a team. OK? We all do. That’s what I expect. That’s 
what the constituents expect. We can have differing opin-
ions. We have questions. We have answers. We need to 
ask those, we need to be professional, and we need to do 
our jobs. We have to keep that in mind. That is what is 
expected of all of us and we need to behave that way. OK? 
I will entertain a motion to adjourn.” 

The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Aug. 25 in the 
Station 1 conference room, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meet-
ings are normally held on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month. Information: 488-8680.■
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By Bernard L. Minetti
On July 28, The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Board of Directors got a close-up view of the 
new fire truck assigned to Fire Station 1. Training Of-
ficer Mike Keough and Battalion Chief Greg Lovato 
explained the various functions of this five-platform fire 
vehicle. The truck has a 100-foot aerial device that could 
be lowered to reach someone fallen through ice or raised 
upward, ground ladders, a pump, a 300-gallon water tank, 
and an aerial master stream device that can project water 
at 2,000 gallons per minute.

Keough explained that the crew on this vehicle is as-
signed three primary missions when operating this truck. 
The missions are search and rescue, forcible entry, and 
ventilation. While these are primary missions, there are 
many other missions that the crews are trained to per-
form.

During the meeting, Lovato discussed the qualifica-
tion criteria for the drivers and backup drivers of this 
vehicle. Director Bruce Fritzche asked whether district 
liability insurance would be less expensive if all the driv-
ers were required to obtain a commercial driver’s license. 
The board seemed to agree that this was something that 
needed to be considered. Jennifer Martin, district admin-
istrative assistant, was asked to have Fire Chief Robert 
Denboske obtain the information so that the board could 
make that determination.

Deborah Goth of the Committee for Political 
Achievement, which is a subcommittee of the state-man-
dated District Accountability and Advisory Committee for 
School District 38, said that she was required to formulate 
a strategy to educate the public so that they would be more 
knowledgeable about Proposition 101 and Amendments 
60 and 61. She asked the board to forward the effect that 
passage of these items would have on the fire district. 
Board President Charlie Pocock said that the information 
would be formulated and forwarded to her. Goth stated 
that the purpose of her request was to gather information 
for a brochure to educate the public.

Fire crew commended
Fire Capt. Kris Mola and his crew were commended by the 
board for their actions in assisting a citizen whose home 
was being flooded because of a broken water pipe. They 
responded to a call in Century Place and immediately set 
about to stem the water flow and prevent the water from 
further damaging the home. They were successful, and 
damage was held to a minimum.

Training Officer Keough presented the June training 
figures. He stated that there were 17 classes offered, which 
totaled 93 class hours and 928 personnel hours. The sub-
jects covered included fire training classes, EMS classes, 
and active shooter training. 

Martin informed the board that the transition of bank 
accounts from People’s Bank to Vectra bank was pro-
ceeding on schedule and was being accomplished very 
smoothly.

June budget report
Treasurer John Hildebrandt presented the bookkeeping 
summary for June by stating that the end of June repre-
sented the half-way mark in the budget year. He said the 
district had received $2,194,694 of budgeted property tax 

revenue, which was 68.21 percent of the annual budget. 
He further explained that the district ambulance revenue 
received was $244,758, which was 53.21 percent of the 
budgeted amount. The amount received to date was 3.21 
percent over the budgeted expectation. This was a positive 
factor, since in previous years the ambulance revenues 
generally have lagged. 

Hildebrandt explained that the district had made two 
of the three fire truck lease payments, which accounted for 
80.8 percent of the lease payments for the year. The last 
annual lease payment for the fire trucks would be made in 
November. Overall district expenses are 52.64 percent of 
the budget, which is slightly high, he said. 

The board was required to view a video on “Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act,” which 
describes the handling of privacy data. Battalion Chief 
Lovato explained that the HIPAA Privacy Rule provides 
federal protections for personal health information held by 
covered entities and gives patients an array of rights with 
respect to that information. At the same time, the Privacy 
Rule is balanced so that it permits the disclosure of per-
sonal health information needed for patient care and other 
important purposes. 

Lovato further explained that the Security Rule 
specifies a series of administrative, physical, and technical 
safeguards for covered entities to ensure the confidential-
ity, integrity, and availability of electronic protected health 
information. The board is required to be knowledgeable 
on this subject.

**********
The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, Aug. 25, at 7 
p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. For further information 
regarding this meeting, contact Martin at 719-484-0911.■

Above: Firefighter EMT Tony Tafoya is dwarfed by the new fire truck. Tafoya is one of five who have qualified 
to operate this emergency vehicle. Photo by Bernard Minetti.
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Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District board, July 28

New ladder truck arrives

Above: The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Board of Directors stands in front of the 
newest truck to be assigned to Fire Station 1. From 
left are Directors Rod Wilson and Bruce Fritzche, 
Battalion Chief Greg Lovato, Directors Roger Lance, 
Bill Ingram, and John Hildebrandt, and Board 
President Charlie Pocock on the far right. Photo by 
Bernard Minetti.
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Palmer Lake Town Council, July 8

Medical marijuana cultivation space approved 
By David Futey

A separate Palmer Lake Liquor – Medi-
cal Marijuana Licensing Authority meet-
ing was held by the Palmer Lake Town 

Council on July 8 before it conducted its 
regular meeting. This article covers both 
sessions. 

By unanimous decision, with Trustee 
Max Stafford recused from the vote, the 
licensing authority approved medical 
marijuana greenhouse and cultivation 
space for Mile High Holistics in a manu-
facturing zone. 

Mile High Holistics owner Susan 
Herz said she has purchased security cam-
eras and sensors and would be ready for 
an inspection on July 12. The cultivation 
space will be used in conjunction with 
Herz’s storefront at 630 Highway 105. 

The cultivation space is 1,000 square 
feet and may be subdivided into two 500-
square-foot spaces. Herz said that under 
state guidelines, it is possible to have two 
licenses under one address if the areas 
are separated by wall or floor-to-ceiling 
chain-link fencing. 

By unanimous decision, the authority 
also approved 500 square feet of Herz’s 
rental space for Native Growers LLC. The 
space will be used for “infused products” 
cultivation. 

By unanimous decision, the authority 
approved setting a 250-foot boundary for 
the state-required neighborhood survey 
on the acceptability of a new retail liquor 
store license for Sylvia Amos at 56-A 
Highway 105.

The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m.
Palmer Lake Town Council 

meeting
Trustee Max Stafford said plans for the 
water treatment plant will be ready for 
approval by the week of July 19. Delays 
in the plans will push the start date of the 
expansion of the plant toward the winter. 

Stafford also said the Cherokee Water 
District will not be participating in the 
Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA), which will present financial 
challenges for the PPRWA.

Mayor John Cressman said that ac-
cording to Palmer Lake Water Superin-
tendent Steve Orcutt, money could be 
saved if the project is not phased but done 

all at once. The issue with doing it all at 
once would be dependency on the wells 
for water. Cressman said this would be a 
“little risky,” because he guessed it would 
take three to four months to complete the 
project. 

Stafford said the wells need service 
because they are diminishing in output 
due to age. He said one well may need to 
be re-drilled or re-cased. 
Water Conservation Plan grant 

writer approved
By unanimous decision, the council ap-
proved a motion to have Linda Firth hired 
as a consultant grant writer to assist with 
obtaining a grant for the preparation of 
the town’s Water Conservation Plan. The 
grant would pay Firth to write the town’s 
plan. 

Firth said the PPRWA recently de-
cided to withdraw its grant application 
for conservation planning. The PPRWA 
suggested that individual entities should 
go out to “get their own plan.” 

The conservation plan is a condition 
for the loan the town is seeking from the 
state to assist with the water treatment 
plant upgrade. Firth said it would also 
be worth the effort to put together a good 
conservation plan because a grant is avail-
able to do it and the town would have a 
planning document to guide the future of 
the water program 

Firth suggested that Monument, Tri-
View, and Palmer Lake could jointly pro-
duce a conservation plan to make a better 
case to get a grant for writing the plan. She 
is approaching the other entities to deter-
mine their interest in the venture. Stafford 
said the town will need a conservation 
ordinance similar to Monument’s. Firth 
estimated the grant would be $35,000, 
and she would receive $6,000 for the 
combined proposal from Monument, Tri-
View, and Palmer Lake. Firth said Palmer 
Lake could do a plan itself, but if it does 
not meet the state guidelines it could af-
fect the town’s ability to receive funding 
through the state. 
Proclamation for music festival

Cressman read a proclamation concerning 
the Pikes Peak International Music Fes-
tival, called “In Harmony.” The festival 
will be held July 21-24 at the Pikes Peak 
Center. Related to the reading of the proc-
lamation, the Colorado Springs Children’s 
Chorale sang “Dream a Dream” for the 
council and those in attendance. 

Reports
Parks and Recreation/Economic Devel-
opment: Trustee Joe Polonsky said the 
Fourth of July Fun Run raised over $7,000 
for Palmer Lake Elementary School. Po-
lonsky is considering an opportunity to 
become director for the 2011 race. 

Trustee Gary Coleman said he as-
sisted with the Elephant Rock Bike Race, 
met with the Chautauqua event commit-
tee, and met with Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts Executive Director Susan Adams to 
determine locations around the lake for 
vendor setup for the Palmer Lake Arts and 
Community Event (PLACE). 
Fire: Trustee Bryan Jack said there was a 
fire under the gazebo at the lake and that 
it will require board replacement before 
repairs occur.

Jack said Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department (PLVFD) volunteer hours for 
June were 1,419, increasing the total for 
the year to 7,587 hours. Richard Wolfe has 
become a member of the department. 

The department was involved in a va-
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riety of activities in June, including:
• 24 hours of Elephant Rock Bike Ride
• Four days of active shooter training 

sponsored by the Monument Police 
Department

• Assistant Fire Chief Greg Lokken 
supported burn tower training for 
Lockheed Martin firefighters

• Supported the fundraiser for the 
Denver Burn Camp Run where the 
event ended at the PLVFD station. 
For their assistance, Fire Chief Shana 
Ball said the department might 
receive a donation from the Denver 
Fire Department. 

Jack said $2,000 was required to repair 
the brush truck and that equipment has 
been posted on craigslist.org for sale. The 
PLVFD is also donating bunk beds to the 
Living Word Chapel. 
Police: Trustee Nikki McDonald said the 
Palmer Lake Police Department (PLPD) 
received three sets of Stop Sticks, a 
pursuit/fleeing vehicle intervention device 
used to deflate tires. The Stop Sticks were 
purchased through a grant from the Tri-
Lakes Women’s Club. The devices were 
already put into service during the pursuit 
of a stolen vehicle on June 18. The PLPD 
also received a beanbag shotgun used for 
animal control. The shotgun has already 
been used to persuade a bear to leave a 
home. 
Roads: Trustee Dennis Stern said roads 
were prepped with approximately 17,000 
gallons of dust suppressant, with another 
30,000 gallons of water used in grading 
operations. Jack commended the Roads 
Department and PLVFD regarding their 
response to recent weather issues.

Business license fees
By unanimous decision, the council ap-
proved a reduction of a second application 
fee by 50 percent for the same owner and 
same limited liability company (LLC). 
Herz requested that the council recon-
sider the business application fee. Stern 
asked Town Clerk Della Gray about the 
cost of processing a second license. Gray 
said there is less processing to do, but the 
PLPD chief needs to do a security inspec-
tion, and a site inspection is required. 
Stern suggested reducing the second ap-
plication fee to $250, since it equals the 
amount of labor required. 

Park agreement approved
By unanimous decision, the council ap-

proved a memorandum of understand-
ing with El Paso County regarding the 
park by the lake. The county wanted to 
formalize the agreement with the town. 
This agreement will require the town to 
perform some maintenance on the park. 
The pavilion, playground, and dock be-
come property of the town. The town and 
county will coordinate use of the lake for 
recreational purposes. 

Awards presentation 
PLPD Chief Keith Moreland and PLVFD 
Chief Alana Ball presented community 
service awards to three area organizations. 
In spring 2010, the PLPD and PLVFD cre-
ated the community service award to rec-
ognize individuals and organizations that 
“give up their time, talent, and resources 
to benefit the Town of Palmer Lake’s first 
responders”:

• Sundance Kennel has assisted the 
PLPD by receiving animals taken into 
protective custody and responding to 
the scene to take responsibility for an 
animal.

• Palmer Lake Riding Stables has 
assisted the PLPD with the rescue and 
care of abandoned or cruelly treated 
horses.

• The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club has 
assisted the PLVFD and PLPD by 
providing funds for a variety of 
equipment, including rescue suits, 
hand-held radios, body armor, and 
two beanbag shotguns. 

By unanimous decision, the council ap-
proved the hiring of Police Officer Kevin 
Ringler.

Chief Moreland gave the oath of of-
fice to Ringler while his mother pinned on 

his badge. 
By unanimous decision, the council 

approved a business license for Counter 
Revolution, operated by Christian Walters 
at 780 Highway 105, Unit F. The business 
is moving from Monument. 

Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich 
requested that the council review a draft 
ordinance for sidewalk maintenance. 
Cressman requested that discussion on the 
potential ordinance be placed on the next 
council meeting’s agenda. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
**********

The next regular council meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. Aug. 12 at Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Information: 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/index.shtml or 
call 481-2953.■

Repeal Obamacare 
� Jane Norton will fight to reform health care�the 

right way. 
� As Lt. Governor, Jane led the effort to implement 

common-sense health care reform in Colorado. 
� Jane helped pass market-based changes that 

reduced costs, gave individuals more control, and 
stopped state money from funding clinics that 
provide abortions. 

� Jane believes health care reforms must be based 
on empowering patients and doctors�not 
Washington politicians and bureaucrats. 

Slash Spending and  
Balance the Budget 

� As a Cabinet secretary, Jane Norton cut spending 
in her department by 28%.  

� As Lt. Governor, Jane cut her own budget by 10% 
and general fund spending by 28%. 

� Jane will bring her record of fiscal responsibility to 
Washington. She�ll fight to balance the budget 
through a 20% cut in wasteful spending. 

That�s real experience. 
That�s proven conservative leadership.

That�s what we need in Washington 
to fight Barack Obama, Nancy 

Pelosi, and the liberals in Congress. 

Repeal Obamacare. Restore Our Health Care Rights.

Paid for by Jane Norton for Colorado 
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By Jim Kendrick
On July 19, the Monument Board of Trust-
ees discussed development of a water con-
servation plan and a strategic water plan. 
The agenda item for a resolution establish-
ing an intergovernmental agreement with 
the Colorado High Speed Rail Authority 
was continued to a future meeting. 

Public Works Director Rich Landreth 
discussed the development of short-, me-
dium-, and long-range goals and objectives 
regarding Monument’s water needs. The 
strategic plan would also include options 
for purchases of renewable water rights, 
the development of ownership and water 
transport partnerships, and their associat-
ed costs. These options would be based on 
strategic proposals that have been raised 
in various water studies conducted in the 
region over the past few years. 

Landreth also discussed the town’s 
separate need to develop a formal water 
conservation plan and obtain state ap-
proval for it. He recommended that Public 
Works partner with Triview Metropolitan 
District and the Town of Palmer Lake to 
create a combined conservation plan. Any 
Colorado entity that uses more than 2,000 
acre-feet per year is required to have a 
state-approved water conservation plan. 
Once Monument has a water conserva-
tion plan approved, it becomes eligible for 

water conservation grants and discounted 
loans for conservation projects. 

Landreth noted that he had arranged 
for a consultant who specializes in writ-
ing water conservation plans and grant 
proposals to draft an application for a 
grant that would then pay her to write the 
conservation plan. There would be con-
siderable cost savings in writing one plan 
for Monument, Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict, and Palmer Lake rather than to write 
three nearly identical individual conserva-
tion plans for each. The cost to have the 
grant proposal written is $6,000—$2,000 
from each of the three entities. However, if 
the grant is not received, the cost for writ-
ing the joint proposal will be discounted 
to $3,000, or $1,000 each. Landreth noted 
that the Palmer Lake Town Council had 
approved the joint grant application effort 
on July 8. 

The board gave preliminary approval 
to the proposal to write the grant applica-
tion, contingent upon the Triview board 
also approving the funding of the joint 
grant proposal. 
Presentation on election issues

Town Manager Cathy Green gave a slide 
presentation prepared by Sherman & 
Howard LLC of Colorado Springs on 
the problems that would arise if voters 

approve Amendment 60 (property tax), 
Amendment 61 (long-term government 
financing), or Proposition 101 (cars, com-
munications, and Colorado income tax) in 
the Nov. 2 election. 

After the briefing, new El Paso Coun-
ty Intergovernmental Operations Officer 
Ron Teck introduced himself to the board 
and staff department heads. Teck noted 
his background as the state Senate Budget 
Appropriations Committee chairman. He 
noted that passage of all three amend-
ments would cause most current state 
revenues to eventually be devoted entirely 
to education. He said the county and the 
Colorado Municipal League are prepar-
ing white papers to describe the likely 
outcome of passage of any or all of these 
proposed amendments. 

The board unanimously approved 
four annual liquor license renewals: 
• Walmart Supercenter, 16218 Jackson 

Creek Parkway
• Chugh Enterprises/7-Eleven Inc., 283 

Highway 105
• Jackson Creek Chinese Restaurant, 

1054 West Baptist Road
• Monument Liquor Mart, 15742 

Jackson Creek Parkway
Staff reports

Town Attorney Gary Shupp reported that 

the Brodie case, regarding property at the 
corner of Front and Second Streets, had 
been continued but some sort of action 
should be taken by the court before the 
end of the month. 

Tom Kassawara, director of Develop-
ment Services, reported that a total of 37 
new home permits had been issued by his 
department in 2010. 

Landreth reported that the Colorado 
Department of Wildlife had inspected the 
mitigation areas around the shoreline of 
Monument Lake. Wildlife’s report will be 
issued shortly. He added that the town will 
need to continue emphasis on weed spray-
ing and plantings near mitigation areas. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported that 
the Masonic Lodge on Furrow Road had 
recognized Monument Police Department 
Detective Steve Lontz as its “Officer of 
the Year.” 

Green noted that there would be a 
“Monument Day” held at the County Fair 
on July 24.

The board went into executive session 
at 8:08 p.m. to receive legal advice from 
its attorney. 

The meeting was subsequently ad-
journed, with no further votes, at 9:22 
p.m.■

By Jim Kendrick
On Aug. 2, the Monument Board of Trust-
ees unanimously approved a replat of 
Tract A of the Monument Rock Business 
Park. The board unanimously approved 
amendments to the sections of the Town 
Code on preliminary plats and final plats. 
The board also unanimously approved 
amendments to the sections of the Town 
Code on accumulation of junk, establish-
ing inspection and monitoring for sanitary 
conditions and building maintenance, and 
eliminating and controlling weeds. 

After a very long discussion, the board 
tabled a resolution for paying $5,000 for 
one year of town membership in the Colo-
rado High Speed Rail Authority. 

Trustees Stan Gingrich and Jeff Kai-
ser were absent from the meeting. 

Monument Rock replat 
approved

Tom Kassawara, director of Develop-
ment Services, briefed the board on the 
request from landowner SDK1 LLC 
of Monument for a replat of the vacant 

eastern tract of the Monument Rock Busi-
ness Park. The approved site plan for the 
office/warehouse business park contains 
three buildings. The first building was 
constructed on the northeast corner of 
Mitchell and Synthes Avenues as soon as 
the site plan for the business park was ap-
proved in November 2004. Tract A is 3.3 
acres. An easement from Tract A will be 
dedicated to the town. 

The existing 20-foot utility easement 
around the perimeter of Tract A will be 
vacated. Lot 1 of Replat A, the middle lot, 
will be 1.38 acres, and Lot 2 on the east 
end of the tract will be 1.65 acres. A 20-
foot-wide front utility easement in Lot 1 
along Synthes Avenue will be dedicated to 
Mountain View Electric Association. 

The staff proposed three conditions 
of approval for the replat:
1. Any necessary technical corrections 

shall be made and approved by 
staff, including the addition of the 
following statement on the plat 
titled “Easements to be dedicated by 
this plat”: “A reciprocal easement is 
granted across Lot 3, excluding the 
building site, for the benefit of Lots 
1 and 2 for employees, customers, 
emergency and service vehicles, and 
other users authorized by the owners.” 
The delineation of the temporary 
access easement will be dedicated 
by separate instrument prior to the 
recordation of the site plan for Lot 2.

2. All referral agency comments shall 
be resolved prior to recordation of the 
plat. 

3. The Special Warranty Deed 
dedicating water rights shall be re-
recorded with the original subdivision 
plat. 

Kassawara said the temporary access 
easement issue had already been resolved 

but should still be approved by the board. 
Kassawara also noted that the second 
building will be built on the middle lot, 
Lot 1. He also noted a copy of the special 
warranty deed for water was given to the 
town staff but was never recorded. 

The site plan for Lot 1 will be ap-
proved administratively without hearings 
by the Planning Commission or Board of 
Trustees. Kassawara will use the design 
guidelines approved in 2004 to evaluate 
the new building. There are no plans for 
construction on Lot 2 at this time. 

Original screening 
requirements from 2004 

will be enforced
Kassawara said that the landscaping and 
trees that were required as a condition of 
approval for the overall site plan for noise 
and light mitigation were never met by 
SDK1 for the existing building. Kassawara 
assured the board that SDK1 owners John 
Dworak, former mayor Betty Konarski, 
and Hermann and Nancy Spielkamp will 
be required to provide required screen-
ing for the adjacent property owners on 
Trumbull Lane that has not been installed 
though required for the last six years. 
Background: Four separate hearings 
were held before the extremely controver-
sial office/warehouse business park was 
approved in 2004.

The Planning Commission voted 4-2 
on Sept. 8, 2004, to recommend approval 
of the preliminary plan and final plat/final 
PD site plan for Monument Rock Business 
Park. Issues with the project included traf-
fic impact, noise and light pollution affect-
ing adjacent residential areas, the indus-
trial architectural character of the project, 
and damage to the value of nearby proper-
ties. (http://www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v4n10.htm#monpc)

Monument Board of Trustees, July 19

Joint water plan gets preliminary approval

Monument Board of Trustees, Aug. 2

Water plans discussed
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The Board of Trustees 
tabled the SDK1 site plan after 
a contentious hearing on Oct. 4, 
2008. After 95 minutes of dis-
cussion and two failed motions, 
the Monument Rock proposal 
was neither approved nor re-
jected. The Planning Commis-
sion had asked that a berm be 
built north of the rear parking 
and driveways so the trees and 
shrubs would be further elevat-
ed. SDK1 had offered to plant 
twice as many trees and shrubs 
as required by regulation to en-
sure a complete visual screening 
of the garage doors for neighbor-
ing residences, as well as place 
some on adjacent town property 
so they could sit atop the berm 
that the Planning Commission 
had asked for to further raise 
the height of the natural screen. 
No decision on this was made by 
the board. A motion to approve 
the proposal died for lack of a 
second. A motion to deny the ap-
plication resulted in a 3-3 dead-
lock. It was then tabled. (http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v4n11.htm#botoct4)

At the Oct. 18, 2004, Board 
of Trustees site plan hearing, 
Konarski agreed to escrow about 
$6,120 for additional landscape 
screening along the back of the 
parcel in lieu of the tall screening 
fence required by town regula-
tions. A split-rail fence was also 
required to soften the view from 
the homes nearby on Trumbull 
Lane, but it was never built. 

However, Konarski objected 
to building or providing escrow 
funds of about $13,000 for 350 
feet of sidewalks, curbs, and 
gutters along the business park 
frontage on Synthes Avenue. 
She did agree to the condition 
on the final plat that the town 
may mandate their construction 
in the future. No funds for the 
sidewalk were escrowed. (http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v4n11.htm#botoct18)
Note: On Aug. 2, Kassawara 
said the town still has no plans 
to build a sidewalk on the other 
developed properties on Synthes 
Avenue.

At its Nov. 1, 2004, meeting, 
the Board of Trustees unani-
mously approved the subdivision 
improvement agreement (SIA) 
for the Monument Rock subdi-
vision. The SIA includes copies 
of the easements the applicant 
has requested the town to grant. 
The 30-foot landscape easement 
along the south boundary of the 
100-foot-wide town-owned prop-
erty that separates the Trumbull 
Lane residential subdivision and 
the SDK1 Monument Rock par-
cel strip of land will give workers 
room to install and maintain the 
required visual screen of vegeta-
tion and drip irrigation system. 
The landscape easement allows 
SDK1 to fulfill the town require-
ment, as recommended by the 
Parks & Landscape Committee 
in early September 2004, to build 
a berm under the required land-
scape screen across the north 
boundary of the property. SDK1 
volunteered to install a double 
row of plantings. The berm will 
immediately screen the Trum-
bull Lane residences from de-

livery truck headlights while the 
vegetation fully matures. (http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v4n11.htm#botnov1)

The board approved the 
replat along with the three pro-
posed conditions by a 4-0-1 vote. 
Trustee Rick Squires recused 
himself from the discussion and 
vote. He did not explain the rea-
son for his recusal. This would 
be the last public hearing on the 
Monument Rock Business Park. 

Preliminary Plat and 
Final Plat amendments 

approved
Kassawara said amendments to 
the preliminary and final plat 
codes remove most of the regu-
lations regarding submittal of 
applications and replace them 
with administrative checklists 
that can be changed from time 
to time without a change in the 
ordinance. New checklists have 
been created for the review and 
approval process as well to make 
it clearer to everyone what is 
required. He said the same ap-
proach was used in developing 
the section of the Town Code on 
sketch plats. Kassawara added 
that the Housing and Building 
Association had no comments 
on the proposals after reviewing 
them both. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved both amendments. 
New code enforcement 
officer introduced to the 

board
Town Manager Cathy Green 
introduced the town’s new code 
enforcement officer, Cynthia 
Sirochman. She is a retired po-
lice officer who then worked as 
a civilian at the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office on unconcealed 
handgun issues and as an emer-
gency preparedness planner and 
victim advocate. She said she 
would continue to operate under 
the town policy of gaining code 
compliance via voluntary coop-
eration through verbal warnings 
rather than the use of citations. 

Sirochman reviewed the 
various features of each change 
in the code that will improve the 
safety and welfare of the citi-
zens of Monument. Each of the 
proposed segments of new code 
create enforceable ordinances 
to give Sirochman the author-
ity to enforce compliance from 
individuals who do not volun-
tarily work with her to remove 
problems. Sirochman said she 
and Town Attorney Gary Shupp 
used Colorado Springs ordi-
nances and “common sense” to 
draft the ordinances required to 
better eliminate safety hazards, 
filling the ongoing enforcement 
void caused by the Pikes Peak 
Regional Building Department 
declining to enforce its own re-
quirements. 

Sirochman answered a num-
ber of technical questions from 
trustees. She said enforcement 
will remain complaint-driven 
if a serious safety issue is not 
involved. Her command of exist-
ing ordinances and their limita-
tions was apparent during this 
exchange. 

The board unanimously ap-

proved her proposed revisions. 
The board unanimously 

approved an annual renewal of 
the liquor license for Safeway at 
6243 Highway 105. 

Financial reports
The board unanimously approved 
two payments over $5,000:
• $122,276 to Triview 

Metropolitan District for 
May sales tax, June motor 
vehicle tax, and June 
Regional Building sales tax

• $9,029 to Landscape 
Endeavors Inc. for the final 
payment and retainage for 
Third Street Improvements

Treasurer Pamela Smith present-
ed the June financial report and 
the sales tax report. Revenues 
slightly improved and expenses 
remain well controlled and be-
low the amount budgeted. She 
said the staff’s very conservative 
approach should ensure keeping 
control of the town’s finances. 
She added that she will delay 
restating the town’s annual bud-
get until there is more certainty 
on how much additional revenue 
may be available for the remain-
der of the year. 

Green reported that there is 
no resolution to the problem of 
the used restrooms purchased 
from Larkspur no longer being 
“grandfathered” by the code 
requirements in force when they 
were originally constructed and 
installed. The sinks and toilets 
are nine inches too close to each 
other to meet current require-
ments for wheelchair access, and 
the buildings will not be given a 
certificate of occupancy. 

Representatives of Black 
Hills Energy met with the staff 
to inform them of ways they 
can provide programs and as-
sistance. 

The town has still not pur-
chased $20,000 worth of trees 
from Mountain Farmer because 
it has not come into compliance 
after the county Health Depart-
ment discovered several code vi-
olations regarding the treatment 
of human waste on the property. 
Failing septic systems are leak-
ing into Crystal Creek, which 
delivers this contamination into 
Monument Lake. Property own-
er Julie Gardner’s proposed engi-
neering solution to these human 
waste problems were unsatisfac-
tory and returned to Gardner’s 
engineer for revision. There are 
several other unresolved issues 
as well. 

Green distributed copies of 
the draft basic intergovernmen-
tal agreement for joint operations 
of Triview Metropolitan District 
by the town staff. She asked the 
trustees to read the draft and pro-
vide comments for the subcom-
mittee that is creating this and 
several other agreements regard-
ing street sweeping, landscape 
maintenance, irrigation and the 
like that will be developed in the 
future. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk, who 
is running against incumbent 
Terry Maketa in the Republican 
primary for El Paso County sher-
iff, invited everyone to his elec-
tion party at 5:30 p.m. on Aug. 
10 at the Hampton Inn at 1307 

Republic Drive, just southeast of 
the I-25 Interquest Parkway Exit 
(153). Country Western singer 
Rich Owens of Jackson Creek 
will provide the musical enter-
tainment. 

Trustees’ comments
Mayor Travis Easton reported 
that the Pikes Peak Regional 
Building Department had pro-
vided $25,000 to the Colorado 
Springs Economic Development 
Committee. A full-page adver-
tisement and four-page article 
on the Tri-Lakes region had been 
printed in Engage magazine. A 
rotating seat on the committee’s 

board will be available soon and 
could be filled by a Tri-Lakes 
Economic Development Com-
mittee representative when the 
Manitou Springs representative 
steps down. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:08 
p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 16 at Town 
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
Meetings are normally held on 
the first and third Wednesday 
of the month. Information: 884-
8017. ■

Thinking of selling? Our low �Flat Fee� program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home�s equity. 
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Monument Planning Commission, July 14

Two new buildings planned for business park

By Harriet Halbig
The Woodmoor Improvement 
Association board joined with 
members of the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict in recognizing Woodmoor 
Public Safety Officer Dee Nev-
ils during the board’s July 28 
meeting.
Nevils was recognized for 
aiding the emergency medical 
technicians from the district 
in finding the address of Fred 
Roeming, who had suffered 
cardiac arrest. Due in part to 
Nevils’ assistance, Roeming 
survived and was able to attend 
the meeting and join in the rec-
ognition.

A community member 

came to the meeting hoping 
for a variance in fencing rules 
after being turned down by the 
Architectural Control Commit-
tee (ACC) the previous evening. 
ACC Director Anne Stevens-
Gountanis said that the request 
was rejected because regulations 
prohibit fences in easement areas 
and Woodmoor’s philosophy of 
an open appearance must prevail. 
The homeowner had frequently 
reported trespassing by neigh-
bors and their dogs and fireworks 
violations to Woodmoor Public 
Safety. It was suggested that she 
again meet with ACC to come to 
a resolution.
Changes in documents 

explored
Hans Post reported on the prog-
ress of the legal audit commit-
tee, which had investigated the 
association’s documents, such 
as its covenants, declaration, 
articles of incorporation, and 
bylaws. The committee was cre-
ated last year and was reinstated 
at the board’s February meeting 

this year.
Post said that the mecha-

nisms for altering the documents 
vary greatly, some requiring vote 
of the homeowners and others re-
quiring action by the board of di-
rectors. In some cases, approval 
by 67 percent of homeowners is 
required. The last major changes 
in the documents were made in 
1995 and 1998.

Due to the potential cost 
involved, Post suggested that 
limited but important changes be 
made. Some changes, such as a 
mechanism for a regular increase 
in fees, may be hard to sell. The 
use of mail-in ballots is not per-
mitted, because bylaws require 
voting at the association’s annual 
meeting in January.

Subjects that may be re-
viewed include the procedure for 
replacing members of the board, 
the definition of commercial ve-
hicles in the community, and the 
possible elimination of a nomi-
nating committee.

Secretary Jim Wilson said 

(719) 481-3966 

In Douglas County? Call (303) 886-8901.

By Susan Hindman
On July 14, the Monument Plan-
ning Commission approved the 
subdividing of a 3-acre vacant 
lot at the Monument Rock Busi-
ness Park into two lots—one 1.65 
acres and the other 1.38 acres. 
A one-story office-warehouse 
building will be built on Lot 2; 
the other lot will remain vacant 
for now. A stormwater detention 
pond will be built to serve the 
two new lots as well as the exist-
ing building at the business park, 
located off of Mitchell Avenue, 
north of Synthes Avenue.

The approval of the replat 
carried conditions involving the 
wording of a reciprocal access 
easement across one lot that will 
benefit users of the other two 
lots. A temporary access ease-
ment that had been on the plat 
drawing will be removed. Two 

other conditions involve resolv-
ing comments by the referral 
agency and re-recording the 
special warranty deed dedicating 
water rights. 

Two new buildings have 
been anticipated at the park ever 
since November 2004, when the 
site plan noted three building 
sites; one of the buildings was 
constructed the following year.

When asked what he envi-
sioned for the new buildings, ap-
plicant John Dworak said that the 
new buildings’ exteriors “will 
look pretty much identical to the 
existing building”—same size, 
colors, and architectural style.

Commissioner David Gwis-
dalla commented on the trailers 
and storage behind the current 
building and asked whether some 
kind of screening will be put up. 
“We constantly are working with 

our tenants” on the storage issue, 
Dworak replied. 

Dworak added, “This next 
building we’re trying to get go-
ing should bring a number of 
high-paying jobs to Monument.” 
He said one of his current tenants 
is growing, which is what trig-
gered the building plans.

Some of the conditions 
set by the Monument Board of 
Trustees in 2004 for approval of 
the second building are:
• Additional landscaping will 

be provided on Lot 2 in the 
form of xeriscape grasses 
on the south side and within 
the detention pond. Drip 
irrigation will be used rather 
than sprinklers. Trees will 
be relocated to the town’s 
easement to provide a buffer 
for the residential area.

• Landowners repeat their 

commitment to provide 
sidewalk, curb, and gutters 
along their Synthes Avenue 
frontage if and when the 
town requires them for all 
the other sites in the area.

• Landowners will provide 
financial guarantees in a 
form acceptable to the town 
attorney.

• Changes requested by 
town staff and consultants 
will be incorporated to the 
satisfaction of town staff.

No plans were announced for the 
third lot.

Commissioner Glenda Smith 
raised the hope that, considering 
the growth at the business park 
and along Mitchell Avenue—of-
ten leading to traffic backups at 
the railroad crossing—the town 
is budgeting for an upgrade 
of Mitchell. Principal Planner 

Karen Griffith said that the town 
is “well aware and concerned” 
about it and that an upgrade is 
part of the town’s capital im-
provement program. 

In other action, amend-
ments to two subdivision codes, 
regarding preliminary plats and 
final plats, were approved. The 
language updates are part of the 
ongoing updating of the Town 
Code that was requested by the 
Monument Board of Trustees.

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 11 at Town 
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
Meetings are normally held on 
the second Wednesday of the 
month. Information: 884-8017.■

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, July 28

Board recognizes public safety 
officer, considers changes in 

documents
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that the association’s attorneys, in a 14-page audit, said 
that some articles must change, some are recommended, 
and others should be considered. He suggested that the 
board meet in executive session to discuss the sugges-
tions after all board members have a chance to read the 
information.

Board Vice President Jim Hale said that he wished 
to read Post’s background information before voting on 
any possible action. President Chuck Maher agreed and 
asked Wilson to forward all information to members of 
the board for a later discussion.

Post said that it is not critical to alter any of the docu-
ments, because higher law would always predominate in 
the case of a conflict.

Hale reported that he will do a newsletter in the next 
few weeks. He reported that the association’s database 
will be upgraded and recommended that a flat screen 
monitor be purchased for the front desk. He said that the 
association is still below budget on IT expenditures. The 
phone system is also faulty.

Treasurer Nick Oakley reported that the association 
is on track for its expenditures for the year. He said that a 
recent study determined that the association is well fund-
ed in its reserves to replace equipment as it is retired. 

Bears sighted, but no 
more rabid foxes found

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen reported 

that there continue to be reports of bear sightings, but 
there have been no injuries. No more rabid foxes have 
been found in the community. He reminded the com-
munity that school starts Aug. 12 and that the increased 
population of Lewis-Palmer Middle School may result in 
traffic issues between 7 and 7:30 a.m. and 2 and 2:45 p.m. 
There have been no other crime issues other than a few 
fireworks reports.

Stevens-Gountanis reported that the ACC approved 
its usual decks, fences, sidewalks, sheds, and driveways 
during the month. There is one new house under con-
struction and one that added a stone veneer. She cautioned 
homeowners to consult the ACC guidelines regarding sid-
ing and roofs before beginning any project.

Carolyn Streit-Carey, forestry liaison, reported that 
the committee is continuing to administer the Firewise 
program. The committee was disappointed in the re-
sponse from those in the high-risk areas to the offer of 
grants to help with fire mitigation. She said that the asso-
ciation has the opportunity to apply for another grant. She 
said that the committee plans to walk the common areas 
to see what needs to be done to correct storm damage and 
excessive scrub oak growth.

Director of Common Areas Craig Gaydos said that 
the committee has spoken with former common area cap-
tains and suggests recreating that group.

One problem that has arisen with the common areas 
is that there is no formal document indicating which areas 

are to be mowed at association expense. 
Gaydos said he has not heard from the contractor who 

constructed the Marsh trail for several months. Members 
of the board suggested that the remaining funds in the 
contract be spent on a project that is better received by the 
membership of the association.

Wilson, Hale, and Streit-Carey were appointed to 
serve as the nominating committee for the 2011 election. 
Residents who express interest will be placed on the bal-
lot if they meet the criteria.

**********
The Woodmoor Improvement Association board gen-
erally meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at the Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive in 
Monument. For information, go to woodmoor.org or call 
488-2693.■

July Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

Temperatures were slightly below normal in July, with 
precipitation a little above normal. Moisture was abun-
dant on most days, leading to thunderstorms and pockets 
of heavy rain at various locations around the region and 
in the Rampart Range almost every day. The Southwest 
monsoon enhanced the moisture availability as we head-
ed into the end of the month and, when combined with 
slow-moving storms, led to some flash flooding issues on 
several days. 

The numerous days with afternoon and evening 
clouds kept high temperatures for the month well below 
normal, with no days reaching the 90° mark (although we 
came awfully close). On the other hand, the moist air and 
frequent overnight clouds and fog also kept low tempera-
tures above normal. 

July started out around normal, with higher levels 
of moisture leading to afternoon and evening thunder-
storms. The most active day weather-wise was the Fourth 
of July, when Mother Nature decided to show who really 
is in charge of the “fireworks.” Storms developed during 
the late afternoon on the 4th and continued off and on 
through the evening and into the early morning hours. 
Some of the storms became severe, with several reports 
of large hail and heavy rains. Tornado warnings were is-
sued in Douglas, Elbert and El Paso Counties from Pey-
ton eastward. Several locations reported 2 to 4 inches of 
rain during this thunderstorm. Temperatures hit the low 
80s from the 1st through the 3rd, with upper 70s on the 
4th, which was slightly below normal for the first week 
of July.

High levels of moisture continued to produce rain 
around the region though the second week of July, with 
thunderstorms, hail, and heavy rain common on many of 
the days. Large, sometimes damaging hail fell on the 6th 
and the 10th. At least a trace of rain fell every afternoon 
and evening. Temperatures started the week in the up-
per 70s to near 80, then cooled to the low to mid 60s on 
the 7th and 8th before slowly building through the 70s 
through the 11th. 

Warm temperatures returned in earnest during the 
week of the 12th as a ridge of high pressure moved in 
from the west/southwest, bringing in a warm air mass. 
However, some moisture was trapped within the ridge, 
and this led to afternoon and evening thunderstorms on 
many of the days. Areas affected by heavy rain and hail 
were somewhat limited, but there were a few unlucky 
spots. Highs reached into the 80s each afternoon, with 
mid- to upper 80s on the 16th and 17th. The middle two 
weeks of July are normally our warmest time of the year, 
so this isn’t too unusual. 

The week of the 19th started off with active weather 
as a nice surge of monsoonal moisture was affecting 
Colorado. This brought widespread afternoon and eve-
ning thunderstorms with brief heavy rain each day from 
the 19th through the 22nd. With the extensive clouds and 
showers, temperatures were slightly below normal to be-

gin the week as well, with highs in the upper 70s to low 
80s. This plume of monsoonal moisture shifted slightly 
to the west during the remainder of the week, and this 
allowed a cool front to surge through the region over 
the weekend. This held high temperatures down in the 
mid-70s, but we remained dry, so overall it was not a bad 
weekend. 

Just as quick as the monsoonal moisture was pushed 
out the region, it returned to finish the month. Several 
days of heavy rain were noted over the last five days of 
July, as upper level steering winds (around 16,000 feet 
and higher) were very weak. This allowed storms that de-
veloped to sit over the same general area and dump heavy 
amounts of rain. The hardest-hit areas were downtown 
Colorado Springs and Pueblo, the Rampart Range and 
southern Douglas County. With all the clouds and mois-
ture, temperatures were also held to below-normal levels, 
with highs only in the 70s to low 80s.

A look ahead
August is the last true “summer” month for the region. 
We are often greeted with sunny, pleasant mornings that 
turn into afternoon and early evening thunderstorms. 
Highs during the month range from the mid-80s at the 
beginning of the month to mid-70s at the end. Tempera-
tures at night get more comfortable as well, often dipping 
into the 40s, making for better sleeping weather. For a 
complete look at monthly climate summaries for the Tri-
Lakes region, please visit http://www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

July 2010 Weather Statistics
Average High   79.6° (-3.7°)

100-year return frequency value max 87.6° min 75.3°
Average Low   52.0° (+1.4°)

100-year return frequency value max 56.2° min 46.9°
Highest Temperature 89°F on the 17th 
Lowest Temperature 42°F on the 5th 
Monthly Precipitation 3.19” 

(+0.11” 4% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.03” min 0.98”

Monthly Snowfall 0.0” 
Season to Date Snow  0.0” 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip  3.19” 

(+0.11” 4% above normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days 39 (+9)
Cooling Degree Days 65 (-31)

For more detailed weather information and Climatol-
ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and 
is a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes 
region, and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique 
weather event or have a weather question, please contact 
us at billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

Behind on your mortgage? 
Avoid foreclosure. 

We can help: (719) 502-6572.
Laurie Clark, CRB, CCSS, Broker 
Laurie.AngelRealty@gmail.com
www.Angel-RealtySells.com     

Sold!

Do you want to work with a REALTOR who knows what it 
takes to satisfy his buyers and sellers? Look at what Kyle's 
clients are saying: 
� "Kyle actually cares about his clients and their families. 

He goes above and beyond every single day he works 
for you!" Chris and Elaine 

� "We want to compliment Kyle for his dedication as he 
provided some of the best services possible assisting 
us finding a home and following up after our purchase. 
Your efforts were well over and above what was ex-
pected!" Yen and Candy

� "We had an offer within days after listing the home and 
closed the sale in less than 30 days. Whenever I brag 
about Kyle's success, I consistently get �Well that does 
not surprise me.� in response!" Michele

� �Kyle is amazingly talented in dealing with people and 
he really cares about meeting each clients' unique 
needs and desires. Kyle is the real estate agent my 
wife and I would recommend to anyone who wants to 
really find their place in Colorado Springs. David and 
Lynne

Please contact me today to allow me to explain the value of 
my services and how I can help you to buy or sell a home!  
Receive your FREE Neighborhood Home Values Report 
when you mention this ad! 

Kyle Bock and Prudential, names you  
can trust and rely on to provide an  
OUTSTANDING Real Estate Experience! 

KYLE BOCK 
(719) 330-9732 

kyle@gloriod.com 

prudentialrmr.com 

Sale Pending!

Sold!
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Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the 

editor and include your full name, home address, and day 
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityn
ews.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-

degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, 
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we 
have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to 
Our Community should not be interpreted as the view 
of OCN even when the letter writer is a reporter or other 
volunteer for OCN.

Letters to Our Community

By the staff at Covered Treasures 
Can you believe the last lazy days of summer are already 
here? It’s time to treat yourself to some fun new reads 
wherever you’re headed this month, be it the beach, the 
backyard, or somewhere beyond.

Beach Trip
By Cathy Holton (Random House) $15
Four friends in their 40s converge on a lavish North 
Carolina beach house in an attempt to relive the carefree 
days of their years at a small Southern liberal arts college 
during the early 1980s. The women have traveled diverse 

paths since those days, and as the week wears on, each 
woman’s hidden story is revealed. The four friends gradu-
ally learn that they must confront their shared past—and 
a secret that threatens to change their bond, and their 
lives, forever.

Heart and Soul
By Maeve Binchy (Random House) $7.99
Dr. Clara Casey agrees to take on the thankless task of es-
tablishing a heart clinic in a community caught between 
the old Ireland and the new. Despite very limited fund-
ing, she is able to make the clinic a success, but now she 
is faced with a difficult choice: Should she leave a place 
where lives are saved, courage is rewarded, and humor 
and optimism triumph over greed and self pity, or go 
back to another world where her expertise is more amply 
rewarded? In true Binchy fashion, the characters are full 
of real life.

Breakfast with Buddha
By Roland Merullo (Workman Publishing) $13.95
When his sister tricks him into taking her guru, a crim-
son-robed monk, on a trip to their childhood home, Otto 
Ringling, a confirmed skeptic, is not amused. Six days on 
the road with an enigmatic holy man who answers every 
question with a riddle is not what he’d planned. In an ef-
fort to westernize his passenger—and amuse himself—he 
decides to show the monk some “American fun” along the 
way. From a chocolate factory in Hershey to a bowling al-
ley in South Bend, from a Cubs game at Wrigley Field to 
his family farm in North Dakota, Otto is given a remark-
able opportunity to see his world—and more importantly, 
his life—through someone else’s eyes.

Hearts on a String
By Kris Radish (Random House) $15
When a powerful spring storm barrels across the country, 
stranding travelers from California to Florida, five very 
different women decide to share a luxury hotel suite and 

begin an unlikely, unexpected, and sometimes reluctant 
exercise in female bonding. As the women swap stories, 
share secrets, and seek answers to the questions they’ve 
been asking about life, love, and the path to true happi-
ness, they discover they have more in common than they 
ever could have imagined and forge a sisterhood born of 
a storm.

The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie
By Alan Bradley (Random House) $15
Flavia de Luce, a precocious 11-year-old, spends her sum-
mer trying to solve an enthralling mystery of deception, 
class, and society. An aspiring chemist with a passion for 
poison, Flavia stumbles upon a series of bizarre events in-
volving a dead bird with a postage stamp on its beak and a 
dying man in the cucumber patch. Flavia endears herself 
to readers as she learns to amuse herself in a big, lonely 
English mansion and ends up involved in the most inter-
esting things that ever happened to her in her entire life.

Knit One, Kill Two
By Maggie Sefton (Penguin) $7.99
This first installment in a delightful new mystery series 
introduces Kelly Flynn, who must untangle the mystery 
behind her aunt’s murder. In the process, a reluctant Kelly 
ends up immersed in the lives of her new friends at the 
knit shop near her aunt’s cottage and reluctantly decides 
to try her hand at some knitting. Even non-knitters will 
be enticed to try the simple scarf pattern included at the 
end of the book or the delicious recipe for a dish featured 
in the story. Those who are not inclined to knit or cook 
will still enjoy the twists and tangles of this engrossing 
mystery.

If you’re taking a trip by car or airplane or you’re off to 
the beach or heading for the backyard hammock, don’t 
forget to pack a paperback to top off a beautiful summer.

Until next month, happy reading.

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Beach and backyard books

The gardening and bird watch columnists are taking a 
break this month but will be back soon.

VISIT THE WESTERN BEE FARM
Meet the beekeeper and her bees  

along with alpacas and exotic chickens. 
Local honey, organic eggs, jellies, bee balms, 

and soaps available for purchase. 
Saturdays and Sundays: 12-5 weather permitting

Corner of Roller Coaster and Higby 
www.westernbeecompany.com 

(719) 930-1954 

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson
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Greenbranch Garden Services
(719) 487-0652 

First-Aid for Your Garden 
Design, Planting, Maintenance 

Scrub-Oak Management, Weed-Control
Tilling and Soil Preparation 

Storm and Hail Damage Removal 

Support 
Our 

Community!
Shop 

Tri-Lakes.
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Art Matters

Frames shouldn’t overpower art
By Janet Sellers

It seems that “back to school” comes earlier each year, 
and this year for us in Tri-Lakes it is the second week of 
August. We’ll have summertime weather and school-time 
schedules for many. A change of season and schedule 
stirs up a lot of energy and creative thoughts. This is great 
news for our creative spirits. 

For this column, I thought I might share how artists 
present artworks for exhibits. We all know that an “art 
show” is presented beautifully and professionally, but 
what does that mean, especially regarding the usual pre-
sentation in picture frames?

From a homeowner’s point of view, a painting or 
sculpture or fiber art can be presented in a wide variety 
of personal styles, from flea market savvy to traditional 
stuffed-shirt looks. For a business, particularly an exhibi-
tion venue, the presentation needs more consistency. 

From a professional artist’s point of view, there is 
a lot that the artist must consider. There is such a thing 
called “gallery framing” for paintings and wall art. It has 
had a broader meaning in the last decade or so, but the 
basics are standard. For a presentation to the public, the 
art is supposed to be the important part of the exhibit, and 
picture frames, if used, need to reflect that. 

Typically, frames of a similar look, and definitely of 
a single color, should be used. This offers at least some 
consistency for the viewer to look at the artwork and not 
the framing in the exhibition. While a single painting 
may be able to carry complex framing work, it’s really 
distracting to have an entire art show presentation with 
framing presentations all over the place in their look and 
deportment. 

The important part of presenting artwork should be 
the art itself, and respect for the art and imagination of 
the artist. The artist imagined, manifested, and presented 
a creative work and shares it in the venue of his or her 
choice. We are fortunate to share in that experience, and 
it is vital to respect that honor.

As you all know, I like to tell you about the art gems 
of our area, and sometimes I find quite a treasure trove. 
Such is the case for August, with several new discoveries 
in town.

Southwinds gallery and studios
Nestled in the pines on the corner of Baptist Road and 
Rollercoaster is a gallery I just found called Southwinds 
Fine Art. I had a blast visiting the art and the events they 
offered in July. The owner, J. Clark Wider, has been in our 
Pikes Peak region for over 30 years, and in our OCN area 
for the past 12 years. Wider’s high level of fine art and 
community service are so vast and compelling that I will 
try to tell you more in September. I wanted to share the 
upcoming events Southwinds Fine Arts is offering before 

then, though:
• End of Summer Art Sale Aug. 6,7,8.
• Labor Day Art Festival—three days of fun, food, and 

fine art, Sept. 4,5,6.
Crafty Laine sewing and fabric boutique

Located at 269 Washington St. Crafty Laine is set to open 
on Aug. 10. Owners Angie and Tobin McKearin will offer 
modern fabrics, patterns, sewing notions, and handmade 
gifts. It is a sewing and socializing place next door to 
Luna Hair Studio and Spa that offers a new twist on sew-
ing and socializing—it has a sewing studio inside. When 
you buy products at the shop, you can actually sew them 
right there and bring home the rewards of your efforts. 
It is a sort of party atmosphere for a sewing bee on the 
cutting edge of sewing and fiber arts crafting. It reminds 
me of the decor-it-yourself pottery places but with fabric 
and fiber arts. 

Calls for artists
• The Pikes Peak Library District Art Evaluation 

Committee will be jurying art for future monthly 
shows in the Carnegie Reading Room at Penrose 
Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave. Interested artists 
should bring five pieces of their work in show-ready 
format (matted, framed, and wired) Wednesday, 
Sept. 1 between10 a.m. and noon and must pick up 
submissions the same day from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Call 
Carol Brunk Harnish at 531-6333, x2332 or e-mail 
charnish@ppld.org.

• Tri Lakes Center for the Arts is using a couple of 
new systems for artist calls of late. One is “Call 
for Entry” (www.callforentry.org) and the other is 
“Zapplication” (www.zapplication.org), which are 
both online art call application systems. 

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, sculptor, and 
writer . She makes public art for city and state buildings 
working in the mediums of canvas, concrete, and steel. 
She has taught art for children and adults in the Tri-

Lakes area since 1994 in her art studios and the great 
outdoors.

DEER CREEK 
* Fantastic Cul-de-Sac Corner Lot*  Huge 

Mountain Views* 4Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car* 
Formal Living and Dining*  Private Yard 

Backs to 500 Acres* Well Maintained* Loft 
Office Area* Huge Master Suite*  SD 20* 

Best Price in Deer Creek* $365,000 * 

(719) 492-3974 Cell

MARK RUDOLPH 

www.stuartscottltd.com 
View all of my Current Listings 

SPRINGS RANCH 
* Well-Maintained*  Large Eat-in Kitchen/ 

Counter Bar/ Walkout* Shady Front 
Porch* 3Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car* Unfinished 

Lower* 2,328 Sq Ft* Family Rm/ Formal 
Dining & Living Rms* Huge 5-Piece Mas-

ter * Hardwood Laminate* $209,000* 

SLYVAN MEADOWS 
*$30k Below Recent Appraisal*

* Custom Colorado Log Home* Treed 
5-Acre Lot* 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car* Ranch 

w/ Walkout Lower* 5,014 Sq. Ft. * 
Great for Entertaining* Granite, Hick-
ory, River Rock* Gourmet* Fab Great 

Room* $600,000 * 

HE FINESTT

BROADMOOR GLEN 
* Among the Largest Lots in the Glen* 
Dramatic 2-Story Great Room* Perfect 
Blend of Indoor/Outdoor Living* 4Bed/ 

4Bath/ 3Car* Cul-de-Sac* Over 4,000 Sq 
Ft* Rec. Room, Office, Gym/Theater 

Space* Playground* SD 12* $450,000* 

HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

New!

Reduced!

Open 8/14-15

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Firewood Available 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Tadpole Preschool 
in Jackson Creek 

Pre-K for Fall 

M & W, 9-12, $90 per month 

Licensed, academic, fun! 

264-9966

Chinese Restaurant
Same owner since 1999! 

Lunch � Dinner � Dine-In � Take-Out � Full Bar 
1054 W. Baptist Road � King Soopers Center 

Monday through Saturday 11 - 9 

(719) 487-8081 
www.menu4food.com/jacksoncreek 

�August Specials� 

FREE
Egg
Roll 

with Take-Out 
Purchase of 

$15 or more* 

FREE
Cheese 
Wonton

with Take-Out 
Purchase of 

$30 or more* 

15% OFF
Dinner 

Dine-In Only* 
* One coupon per 
visit. Cannot be 

combined with other 
offers. Exp. 9/30/10. 
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Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Snapshots of Our Community 

Sea-to-Shining Sea visits Palmer Lake, June 18

Colorado’s governor made a stop in Palmer Lake on June 18 as part of a group of cyclists in the 
Sea to Shining Sea Ride Across America, a coast-to-coast ride to honor the courage of service 
men and women. A core group of 25 to 30 disabled veterans and able-bodied supporters rode 
the entire 4,000 miles, across 12 states. Others joined in at various stages to show support for 
the project. Governor Bill Ritter was one of those, and he rode from the Air Force Academy to 
Castle Rock, making a water stop in Palmer Lake. The ride—led by World T.E.A.M. Sports and 
sponsored by State Farm—began in San Francisco on May 22 and ended in Virginia Beach, Va., 
on July 24. Kirkland Photography and State Farm sponsored the water stop in Palmer Lake. Mark 
Kirkland said, “We didn’t even see any sweat on the riders as they came into our parking lot, just 
smiles an determination.” Photos by Kirkland Photography www.kirklandphotography.com.

A Glorious Independence Day Celebration

Above: It would not be a Fourth of July celebration in Monument without the 
barn dance hosted by Si and Dorothy Sibell. Regarding the dance held on July 
2, Si said, “We’ll hoot and holler, drink and swagger.” As always, the Sibells 
used the event to assist charities. This year Toys for Tots and Tri-Lakes Cares 
were the beneficiaries of proceeds from the dance and silent auction. Music 
was provided by Jack Daddy and the event was sponsored by the Monument 
Merchants Association. Photo by David Futey.

Above: On July 3, the St. Peter Knights of Columbus sponsored a Pancake 
Breakfast held at St. Peter’s Church in Monument. Pancake Breakfast coordinator 
Jim Rech said 1400 attendees were expected to sample the pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, juice and coffee. Proceeds from the event will be used to support local 
charities. Photo by David Futey.

The July 3 Fun Run starts in Palmer Lake. Photo by David Futey.

Support 
Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes.
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Above: Lewis-Palmer High School Cheerleaders. Photos on this page and page 
32 by David Futey.

Above: (L-R) Matthew Harmon, Kellie Harmon, Shannon Heintz, and Jodie 
Harmon line up for the start of the the Fourth of July Children’s Parade.



Page 32 Vol. 10 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 33Saturday, August 7, 2010

Support Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes

THIS FAMILY HAD THEIR
FLOORS REFINISHED BY
AFFORDABLE FLOORING

THIS FAMILY DIDN’T

SANDING AND REFINISHING
WOODEN FLOORS WITH BONA®

WATER-BASED FINISH

ASK ABOUT OUR
DUST FREE OPTION

Carpet • Wood • Tile • Granite

��������������
�������������������������������������������

SANDING & REFINISHING
REGULARLY $2.49 SQ. FT.

OUR SPECIAL PRICE:
ONLY $1.99 SQ. FT.

��������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������

Expires 8/31/10.

Dotsero at 
TLCA

Right: (L-R) To close out the Tri-
Lakes area Fourth of July activities 
on July 3, the brothers David and 
Stephen Watts brought their 5-piece 
jazz band, Dotsero, to the Tri-Lakes 
Center of the Arts (TLCA) stage. This 
was the second year in a row that 
Dotsero performed their unique and 
masterfully choreographed sound 
at the TLCA as part of the holiday 
festivities. Photo by David Futey.
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Concerts in the Park

Above: June 30 Concert in the Park at Limbaugh Park in Monument: Concert-
goers sit back and listen to the opening act, Rick Stahl. The folk group The 
Mitguards (right) followed Stahl on stage. Photos by David Futey.

Above: On June 21 local favorite “The Zen Cowboy” Chuck Pyle, accompanied 
on fiddle by Gordon Burt, entertained an audience of over 400 concert goers. 
Sponsored by the Historic Monument Merchants Association this was the 
fifth in a series of seven free summer concerts being held at Limbach Park in 

Monument. Chuck Pyle entertained the audience with long-time favorites and 
selections from his new release The Spaces In Between. This idyllic summer 
event brought people and families of the Tri-Lakes area together to enjoy music, 
rainbows and small town character. Photos by Frank Maiolo.

Above: On July 28, the Pikes Peak Highlander Pipe and Drum and Rocky 
Mountain Steel Drum entertained an audience of over 300 concert goers at the 
Concerts in the Park summer music series. 

Sponsored by the Historic Monument Merchants Association this was the sixth 
in a series of seven free summer concerts held at Limbach Park in Monument. 
Photo by Frank Maiolo.
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By David Futey
During the weekend of July 16, the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) 
in collaboration with the Front Range 
Theatre Company (FRTC) presented 
“The Wisdom within These Walls.” The 
performance was in the tradition of oral 
histories, as four readers read narratives 
compiled from area senior citizens in an 
“exploration in wisdom.” 

Each of the seven narratives not only 
possessed its own unique story, but also 
provided a bit of wisdom on life. There 
was the story of the dispatcher with the 
Dallas Police Department when John F. 
Kennedy was shot in 1963, of “Granddad 
Billy,” who was a cowboy, and of being a 
part of the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics, the precursor to NASA, 
as the Russian Sputnik spacecraft is 
launched, also launching the space race. 

The points of wisdom included “Live 

life as it happens,” “Know yourself,” “It 
is those things we never saw coming that 
have an impact” on our lives, “We are liv-
ing history every moment of every day. 
We are history,” and “Don’t try to lasso 
an antelope.” The readers were accom-
panied by The Tuna Boys, David Truhler 
and Jamie LaRue, who provided musical 
interludes and interjections during the 
readings. Also, each reading had a set of 
photos and imagery, related to the topics 
mentioned in the narrative, projected on a 
screen behind the reader. 

The four performances held dur-
ing the weekend benefited the Castle 
Rock Senior Center and Silver Key 
Senior Services in Colorado Springs, 
as a donation for non-perishable food 
items was requested. Information on 
upcoming events at the TLCA is at 
www.trilakesarts.org. Information on 
FRTC is at wwwcrplayers.org.■

Art Hop, July 15

“The Wisdom within These Walls” offers insight on life

By David Futey
On July 17, the Sisters of the Benet Hill 
Monastery opened their doors and invited 
the community to join them in a fam-
ily-oriented event, Picnic in the Pines. 
Director of Development Sister Roseanne 
Barmann and Director of Ministries San-

dra Kinchen said they wanted to share the 
monastery’s gorgeous location with the 
community and increase awareness of the 
monastery. 

After being located for 45 years in 
Colorado Springs, the monastery moved 
to this new location off Highway 83 a year 

ago. Sister Roseanne also said the sisters 
“wanted to use this event to let the com-
munity know we welcome and are open 
to everyone” regardless of faith. In fact, 
about 40 percent of the individuals and 
groups who participate in the monastery’s 
programs and use the monastery’s retreat 

center and facilities are from non-Catholic 
faiths. 

Proceeds from the event, which was 
expected to draw over 400 attendees, went 
to the Benet Hill Sisters in support of their 
ministries. Information on the monastery 
is at www.benethillmonastery.org.■

Above left to right
Kerry Cain (L) and  Deb Prewitt 
exhibited their fine art embellished 
dolls at the Bead Corner Photo 
by Janet Sellers. Other photos by 
David Futey.

Shani Antosiak, owner of Shani’s 
Café in Monument, is shown 

with her works created by using 
pointillism: using small dots of pure 
color to create an image. Antosiak 
uses a variety of recycled objects as 
palettes for her works. 

At Bella Art & Frame, Gloria Erika 
displayed a number of her metal 
embossing repousse. Erika selects 

a photo, embosses aluminum with 
an image of that photo, applies paint 
then coats the piece with a resin.

Outside Margo’s on the Alley, 
Woodmoor resident and Palmer 
Lake Art Group member John 
DeFrancesco demonstrates painting 
on miniature palettes. 

A food tent, band shell, jumping houses, and vendors dotted the Benet Hill Monastery grounds for the Picnic in the Pines community event. Photos by David Futey

Above: As Andy Messer reads the narrative titled “Living on the Edge of 
Technology,” from left, David Truhler, Jamie LaRue, and, right of stage, Dix Morris, 
Larry Andrews, and Maxine McDonald listen. Photo by David Futey.

Benet Hill Monastery throws a picnic, July 17
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By David Futey
On the evening of July 17, the New Ho-
rizons Symphony Band, directed by Ed 
Nuccio, played a mix of marches and 
other tunes to a crowd of more than 200 at 
the Gleneagle Golf Club. Susan Kennedy 

of the Gleneagle Community Advisory 
Committee said the free concert was an 
opportunity “to bring the community to-
gether.” In particular, the concert provided 
children a chance to “experience live mu-
sic,” she said. 

The band’s 14 selections for this eve-
ning included: “America the Beautiful,” 
The Magnificent Seven,” “Viva Espania!,” 
and “Liberty Bell.” 

Kennedy said before the concert that 
the committee “did not know what the 

response would be, but it has certainly 
exceeded expectations,” because all the 
allotted lawn space seemed taken up by 
concert-goers.■

By David Futey
On July 17, the Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA) hosted Tea in the Gallery 
as part of “America the Beautiful: The 
Fiber of Our Heart Exhibition.” Besides 
sampling numerous delectable foods and 

drinks, such as cold melon soup, a variety 
of pastries, and cold and hot teas, attend-
ees viewed the stitch work of 42 artists in 
the exhibition. The stitch work included 
jewelry, clothing, and pieces of art. 

The five-panel piece, “National Tap-

estry—’America the Beautiful’” from 
the Embroiderers Guild of America was 
also available for viewing. Celia Reed, a 
volunteer for the TLCA Gallery Commit-
tee and coordinator for the catering of the 
event, said the “tea event went along with 

the fiber show.” Besides the reception, 
there were demonstrations of stitching and 
weaving techniques. ■

Symphony concert draws 200 at Gleneagle, July 17

With the New Horizons Symphony 
Band under the tent, concert-goers of 
all ages found a space on the lawn at 

Gleneagle Golf Club. The free concert 
drew over 200 people who heard 14 
songs performed by the band. 

A cymbal player with the New Horizons 
Symphony Band takes instruction from 
Ed Nuccio during the band’s July 17 

performance at Gleneagle Golf Club. 

Photos by David Futey.

Left: TLCA Gallery Committee 
member Celia Reed, left, and 
Linda Roberts, coordinator 
of the “Fiber of Our Heart 
Exhibition,” pose next to 
Roberts’ entry in the show, a 
shawl and evening clutch bag.

Right: The hands of Arlene 
Scaroni are seen through 
the example of early 
American net working she 
weaved to demonstrate the 
technique. Scaroni and others 
demonstrated various stitch 
and weaving techniques at the 
TLCA Tea Reception for the 
“America the Beautiful: The 
Fiber of Our Heart Exhibition.” 
Scaroni said net working can be 
traced back to 700 A.D. and is 
associated with mound-building 
cultures. 

Photos by David Futey.

Tea time at the fiber art show, July 17

Just $40 for a 1 Hour Massage!

(719) 510-2704
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Above left: (L to R) A.B. Tellez presents 
The Ride the Divide check to  Cares.Haley 

Chapin, Executive Director of Tri-Lakes 
Cares. 

Above right: The start of the ride.  

Left: Pig roast and entertainment at the 
Depot restaurant in Palmer Lake.

Right: Harley chrome. 

Photos by Frank Maiolo.

Motorcycle run raises $1,300 for Tri-Lakes Cares, July 31
By Frank Maiolo

Almost every day, A.B. Tellez, owner of 
Rosie’s Diner in Monument, has coffee 
with friends and business associates from 
the Tri-Lakes area. One morning, nearly 
three years ago, they had an idea that 
would not only raise money for their com-
munity but be fun for local motorcycle 
enthusiasts. With almost 20 businesses 
sponsoring this event, they started the 

Ride the Divide: Tri-Lakes First Annual 
Poker Run. 

In this motorcycle poker run, riders 
visited five checkpoints, drawing a play-
ing card at each stop. The best poker hand 
at the end of the run wins the first-place 
prize of $100. 

On Saturday, July 31, Tellez’ hard 
work and planning came to fruition as 55 
motorcycles and 76 riders took off from 

Rosie’s Diner for a 256-mile ride taking 
them from Monument, through Canon 
City, Salida, Buena Vista, Woodland 
Park, and back to Monument. Tellez said 
they had excellent weather, no accidents, 
and everyone was happy with the course. 
They hope to double the number of riders 
next year.

The beneficiary of this event was Tri-
Lakes Cares, which accepted a check from 

Ride the Divide for $1,300. Haley Chapin, 
the new executive director of Tri-Lakes 
Cares, said that without fundraisers like 
this they would not have the extra resourc-
es to support programs such as School 
Supplies, Holiday Baskets, and the new 
Snack Pack program. After-ride events 
were hosted by The Depot in Palmer Lake 
and featured a pig roast, live music by 
Reckless, prizes, and a silent auction.■

By Bernard L. Minetti
During the July 6 meeting of the planning committee 
for the Crawford Memorial reconstruction and addi-
tions, which was held at the site of the present Crawford 
Memorial, Ron Heard, committee member, discussed the 
progress of the various items related to the addition to the 
site. 

The committee viewed various samples of paver 

stones that were then examined for appropriateness. The 
selection of the final stone type has not been made.

Matthew Spidel, landscape architect with Natural 
Design Solutions of Castle Rock, explained the progress 
made in the proposed design and layout. 

During the July 20 meeting, the committee discussed 
the Palmer Lake Historical Society’s inability to sponsor 
the Crawford Memorial, as Heard had requested. The So-

ciety, however, is planning to provide a $2,500 grant to be 
used for the construction of the center section of the new 
Crawford Memorial.

Additional information may be found at www.craw
fordmemorial.org. There will be no committee meetings 
in August. ■

Crawford Memorial Planning Meeting, July 6 and July 20

Committee discusses redesign of Crawford Memorial site

Left: The original site of the Crawford Memorial on the north end of Palmer Lake with inscribed paver stones on the path to the right. This site originated in 2000 and 
was planned and designed by the Palmer Lake Historical Society and the Town of Palmer Lake to memorialize Medal of Honor winner Master Sgt. William J. Crawford, 
who was a Palmer Lake resident. Center: Jennifer Van Dyke, left, stands next to her son, Christopher, as they discuss his part in the additional construction for the 
Crawford Memorial with planning committee member Ron Heard. Christopher’s father is serving in Iraq in the Air Force. Christopher will be coordinating volunteer 
youth participation in the proposed project. Teens and youth organizations willing to assist should call Chris at 719-481-3254.Right: Sketch showing the proposed 
design for the Crawford Memorial and the inscribed paver stones at the site. Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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By Harriet Halbig
The library district’s summer reading programs for chil-
dren and teens officially ended on July 30 with great par-
ticipation in our area: 1,895 children read for the Make a 
Splash program (157 in Palmer Lake) and 523 teens read 
for the Destination … Unknown program (51 in Palmer 
Lake).

The Monument and Palmer Lake staffs would like 
to extend a big thank you to the many teen volunteers 
who manned the desk during the program, enthusiasti-
cally registering participants and awarding prizes. Their 
presence always brightens the library and helps tremen-
dously.

The Summer Reading Party at Palmer Ridge High 
School on July 22 was an exciting highlight of the sum-
mer, including a performance by Inspector Magic, an 
original play called “The Adventures of Dewey the Fish” 
featuring many young patrons, demonstrations by US 
Taekwondo Center, crafts, and visits from the local fire 
department and personalities from local restaurants.

The party is one of the largest events offered each 
year by the library, and we wish to thank the Tri-Lakes 
Friends of the Library, Palmer Ridge High School, and 
our teen summer volunteers for all their help and support. 
It’s an opportunity for us to celebrate our wonderful pa-
trons, and we are grateful for their support.

August events
Beginning Aug. 1, the library will return to its regular 

schedule of children’s events, including Storytime on 
Tuesdays for ages 3 and up at 10 and 10:45 a.m. and Tod-
dler Time on Thursdays at 10 and 10:30 a.m.

Relax! On Thursday, Aug. 5, at 1 p.m., Dr. LeAnna 
DeAngelo, a licensed psychologist, will present a pro-
gram about the mind/body connection and simple relax-
ation techniques attendees can do at home.

On Aug. 7, in conjunction with the Rocky Mountain 
Chautauqua, the Tri-Lakes Friends will sponsor an Old-
Fashioned Ice Cream Social with free ice cream from 
Palmer Lake’s Rock House and barbershop music sung by 
the America the Beautiful chorus. Families are encour-
aged to bring their elders to this charming event outdoors 
on the Village Green in Palmer Lake. The Ice Cream So-
cial will take place rain or shine from 1:30 until 3 p.m.

The Monumental Readers book group will discuss 
Painted Drum by Louise Erdrich on Friday, Aug. 20 at 
10 a.m. New members are welcome and no registration 
is required.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Course will be of-
fered on Saturday, Aug. 21, from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
This is a classroom refresher course designed for motor-
ists ages 50 and older. Upon completion of the course, 
graduates may present their course completion certificate 
to their insurance agent for a discount. A minimum of 10 
students is required for the class to be held. Charge for the 
course is $12 for AARP members and $14 for nonmem-
bers. Registration is required.

The History Buffs group will meet on Wednesday, 
Aug. 25, at 1 p.m. Each month the group selects a period 
of history and members read any book of their choice 
from that period.

The Life Circles group meets the first and third 
Monday of the month at 10:30 a.m. This group provides 
inspiration and structure during the process of writing 
one’s memories.

On the walls during August will be a collection of 
photographs by Emma Kisiel. In the display case will be 
“Stuck in the Mud,” a collection of wheel-thrown objects 
by Glenn Hayes.

Palmer Lake events
The Palmer Lake Library enjoyed many special programs 
during the summer reading program as well. Looking 
forward, there will be Toddler Time programs on Aug. 6, 
20, and 27 at 10:30 a.m. 

The monthly family fun event will be the ice cream 
social on Aug. 7, described above.

The Paws to Read dogs will be on hand on Thursday. 
Aug. 19, from 4:30 to 5:30 a.m. and Saturday, Aug. 28, 
from 11 a.m. until noon.

The Palmer Lake Book group will discuss “The Book 
Thief” by Markus Zusak at its meeting on Sept. 3 at 9 
a.m. New members are always welcome and no registra-
tion is required.

We hope to see you at the library!■

July and August library events

Summer reading ends with a gala event

Left: From left, Ellie Sturt, Noella Young, JustinYoung, Ryan Sturt, and Katelyn Sturt marched in the Independence Day parade with the library. Center: Director 
Tammy Montel accepts a bouquet from cast member Rylee Ries. Right: Carlaen Mukpik was an enthusiastic starfish in the play. Photos by Harriet Halbig.

By Bernard L. Minetti
The Palmer Lake Historical Society heard 
a short history of the Shamrock Ranch on 
July 15 by owner David Wismer and ranch 
manager Jeannette Billings. Wismer cited 
the ownership background starting with 
the Pendleton family purchase to the pres-
ent day Wismer ownership. 

The ranch is in the center of Black 
Forest, east of the Air Force Academy 
with its western boundary along Highway 
83. The Wismer family is preserving the 
history of the site.

Wismer has published a book, 
Shamrock Ranch: Celebrating Life in 
Colorado’s Pikes Peak Country. Billings 
has been the manager since 1981 and 
has been in this position through several 
owners. Wismer has dedicated his book 
to Billings. 

Upcoming events
• Join the Society on Aug. 19 for 

“Colorado’s Historic Theaters.” The 
presenter will be Beth Barrett. This 
event is scheduled for 7 p.m. at the 
Palmer Lake Town Hall.

• The Society will host an expedition to 
the Pikes Peak summit on a Victorian-
era rail car on Oct. 10. Tickets are $33 
each. Janis Frazee is coordinating 
the event and may be contacted at 
488-0611 to purchase tickets and for 
additional details.■

RIght: Author and Shamrock Ranch 
owner David Wismer talks about the 
history of the ranch to the Palmer Lake 
Historical Society. Photo by Bernard 
Minetti.

Palmer Lake Historical Society meeting, July 15

Shamrock Ranch history presented
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By Bernard L. Minetti
Roger and Kimberly Ward, owners of Estemere mansion 
in Palmer Lake, invited interested citizens to view their 
home on July 24. Construction of Estemere was started 
in 1887 and completed in 1890. Palmer Lake Historical 
Society (PLHS) members helped in the display and in 
narrating the home’s history to visitors.

The Wards moved here in January 1998 and im-
mediately began many restoration projects onsite. Roger 
Ward and Daniel Edwards are completing work on a book 

titled, “Estemere, The Social and Architectural History 
of a Victorian Mansion.” Edwards has written several 
papers, which may be obtained from the PLHS. They are 
brief histories of historical figures and sites in the Palmer 
Lake area.

Ward said that the first owner, Dr. William Finley 
Thompson, was a dentist from England. He was the origi-
nal developer of the entire Palmer Lake area. In addition, 
he was mayor and local postmaster in 1888-89. The term 
“Estemere” is a contraction of Thompson’s daughter Es-

telle’s name and the term “mere,” which means “lake” in 
Scottish. Thompson vanished, bankrupt, circa 1890, and 
was thought to have ultimately died in Mexico.

The site is up for sale for $2,075,000. While the 
Wards enjoyed their restoration projects, they feel that 
now, Estemere is a little more than they can handle. Ward 
said that after selling, they will continue to remain in the 
area and are planning to build a house on a site just north 
of County Line Road. ■

Historic Estemere mansion is for sale

Left: Mary Meyer, left, and Cheryl Rogers, in period 
dress, direct tour visitors on the second floor of 
Estemere mansion. 

Center: A view from 380 Glenway Street in Palmer 
Lake looking north at the front entrance to Estemere. 

This mansion was constructed circa 1887-1890 by 
dentist William Finley Thompson, an immigrant from 
the British Isles. Thompson was also the original 
developer of the town of Palmer Lake. Present 
owners Roger and Kimberly Ward are continuing the 
restoration initiated by previous owners.

Right: Kimberly and Roger Ward, owners and 
restorers of Estemere, sit in a wrought iron loveseat 
on a patio in the rear of their home. Photos by 
Bernard Minetti.

By David Futey
On July 15, Canadian journal-
ist and award-winning author 
Andrew Nikiforuk presented a 
lecture at the Western Museum 
of Mining & Industry on the 
world’s largest energy, construc-
tion, and capital project—the 
oil sands of Alberta, Canada. 
As Nikiforuk described at the 
lecture and in his related book, 
“Tar Sands: Dirty Oil and the 
Future of a Continent,” this proj-
ect now accounts for “60 percent 
of all global oil investments.” 
Throughout his presentation, 
Nikiforuk presented informa-
tion on how the extraction of this 
material is a clear indicator of the 
end of “cheap” oil. 

Oil companies from Can-
ada, the United States, France, 
China, the Middle East, Norway, 
and South Korea among other 
countries are vying to extract 
the “tar” sand material bitumen. 
Bitumen contains 50 percent 
pitch, thus the reference to tar. 
Used for road construction, it has 
a multitude of contaminants and 
is extremely high in greenhouse 
gas emissions from the produc-
tion process. It is high in hydro-
carbons and extremely resource 
intensive to extract. 

The extraction and produc-
tion resources needed include 
“the excavation of two tons of 
earth and sand” along with three 
barrels of water to produce just 

one barrel of bitumen. The proj-
ect also uses enough natural gas 
each day to heat 6 million homes, 
because the bitumen is basically 
melted out of the ground. 

Nikiforuk said we in the 
United States should be con-
cerned about this project for a 
variety of reasons. The United 
States now imports 20 percent 
of its oil from Canada, and a 
growing percentage of that oil is 
the synthetic oil made from the 
bitumen, presently at 1 million 
barrels a day. 

Given the high cost of ex-
traction and production that far 
exceeds extraction costs of light 
crude, the oil from bitumen 
will certainly negatively impact 
a U.S. economy that remains 
highly oil dependent, Nikiforuk 
said. There are also thousands of 
miles of pipelines in production 

or proposed from Canada to the 
United States, which lead to in-

creased environmental risks and 
create vulnerabilities. 

Nikiforuk suggested 
options to begin weaning 
the U.S. away from its “oil 
addiction.” Among other op-
tions, Nikiforuk suggested a 
stronger national move toward 
renewable energy resources, 
noting China recently passed 
the U.S. in the use of renew-
able energy, greater support 
of local food production to 
rebuild local farming as op-
posed to “importing peas from 
Uganda,” and imposing a pro-
gressive carbon tax to reduce 
consumption and promote 
conservation. 

Information about An-
drew Nikiforuk is at http:
//www.andrewnikiforuk.com/. 
Additional information on 
the project can be found at 
ht t p: / /oi l sands t r uth .org /. 
Information on upcoming 
events at the WMMI is at 
www.wmmi.org.■

Author criticizes Canadian oil sands project

Above: Andrew Nikiforuk. Photo by David Futey.

MVEA has a new look!

Check out MVEA’s redesigned website! 

Some of our new features are:
  ó Search Engine
  ó Community Calendar
  ó Writable Forms
  ó FAQs 

You can also sign for additional services, pay 
your bill online, visit the Kid’s Corner and get 
the latest news about your cooperative.

So, pay us a visit at www.mvea.coop!
719-495-2283
719-775-2861
800-388-9881

Marlenna Davidson 
522-1222

marlenna@teamdavidson.com 
www.teamdavidson.com 

Townhouse For Sale

14505 Club Villa, Gleneagle�
3 bd. 3 ba. 2-car garage. Tile floors. 
Heated lanai with skylights. Newly 
remodeled kitchen with granite 
countertops. Mountain views from private outdoor patio. 
Fireplace & office/dressing room in master. Family room, 
formal dining room & den/study. Central A/C. Close to shop-
ping & public transportation. Only $240,000. Lease option.  
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

2010 Return of the Rocky Mountain 
Chautauqua, Aug. 6-8

The Palmer Lake Community will remember the Chau-
tauqua Assembly of long ago by reliving a bit of history 
Aug. 6-8. The weekend features educational “how-tos,” 
a two-day Civil War encampment by period re-enactors, 
a free concert by local cowboy singer and songwriter 
Chuck Pyle, an exhibition by the Fort Carson Mounted 
Cavalry, a Native American lodge, old-fashioned games 
for kids, vintage bicycle demonstrations, ox wagon rides, 
the annual library ice cream social, and much more. 
Events run 6-11 p.m. Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 7, and 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 8. The complete schedule of events can 
be found at www.palmerlakechautauqua.org.

Pikes Peak Library District seeks artists 
for library exhibits, Sept. 1

Show your art at one of Pikes Peak Library District’s 
(PPLD) art galleries. The PPLD Art Evaluation Commit-
tee will jury art for future month-long, individual shows. 
Interested artists should bring five pieces of their work in 
show-ready format (matted, framed, and wired). Artists 
will be notified of the committee’s decision within two 
weeks. Submissions will be accepted Sept. 1, 10 a.m. - 
noon, in the Carnegie Reading Room at Penrose Library, 
20 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs. Pick up your sub-
missions the same day, 4:30-6 p.m. For more information, 
call Carol Brunk Harnish at 531-6333, x2332 or e-mail 
charnish@ppld.org.

Sheriff’s Office announces
 “Youtube” channel

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office now uses its own 
“YouTube” Channel to share information on recent 
events and provide information on numerous office re-
sources. The “YouTube” channel can be accessed from 
the front page of the Sheriff’s Office website, http:
//shr.elpasoco.com, or directly at www.youtube.com/

EPCSheriff. This “YouTube” channel will have a variety 
of informational videos posted. Currently available are 
the full press briefing conducted July 8 regarding the 
Monument death investigation, information on the full 
scale mass casualty exercise “NOAA’s ARK,” and an 
informational piece on the Sheriff’s Citizen Patrol.

Donala announces Customer 
Assistance Program

The Donala Water & Sanitation District has initiated a 
customer assistance program in conjunction with Tri-
Lakes Cares to help Donala customers in financial 
hardship, unable to pay their water and sewer bills. The 
Donala Customer Assistance Program (DCAP) will be 
funded from Donala customers who approve a donation 
of 50 cents to $1 per month on their monthly water bills. 
Applications for assistance can be picked up at the Donala 
office at 15850 Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle or at Tri-Lakes 
Cares (TLC) in Monument. Donala will provide account 
history and TLC will determine assistance eligibility. 
Participation from the donor side is voluntary and can be 
cancelled by the donor at any time. For more information, 
call 488-3603.

Farmers markets in our community
• The Original Monument Farmers Market is open 

every Saturday through Oct. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
at Monument Plaza (481 Highway 105, Behind 
Starbucks). For information, call 213-3323.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market is open every 
Saturday through Oct. 9, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., at Grace 
Best School and the D-38 Administration Building 

at Second and Jefferson Streets in downtown 
Monument. Fifty-plus vendors offer food, produce, 
home décor items, crafts, honey, jewelry, furniture, 
pet products, and more. For information, call 592-
9420.

• Palmer Lake Farmers Market is open every Sunday, 
July 4-Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Highway 105 by the 
lake, at the Gazebo. For information, call 213-3323.

• Another farmers market is at the entrance to the 
Western Museum of Mining & Industry, in front of 
the red farmhouse every Monday and Wednesday, 9 

Special Events and Notices

The Juilliard School
New York, NY

�����������������������

Piano Performance & Instruction
BEGINNER to ADVANCED

719-337-7742
ginaforeropianostudio@yahoo.com

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258
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AFRAID
OF  

SUCCESS?
THEN LET ME 

SCARE THE HELL  

OUT OF YOU!
(719) 487-8519Mention this ad for a 20% Tri-Lakes discount!

� PC Support 
� Software 

Installation  
& Configuration 

� Virus & Spyware 
Removal 

� Backup & Restore 

� Server
Virtualization 

� Network 
Installation & 
Optimization 

� Hardware Advice 
� Printer Setup 

Specializing in Small to Medium-Sized 
Businesses for over 18 years

Scott Sanders 
(719) 440-8448 

www.sanders-consulting.net 

Moss 
Sportswear and Embroidery

We sell letter jackets for Lewis-
Palmer, Palmer Ridge, and  

St. Mary�s high schools. 

$5.00 OFF letter jacket purchase
with this coupon

HOLLOWAY (all wool body & sleeve) 
GAME (wool & leather sleeve)  

We special order different styles and talls.

(719) 487-2986 
9-5 Tue.-Fri., Sat. by appointment, Closed Mon. 

677 Highway 105, Unit B  
between Monument and Palmer Lake.
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 

Sat., Aug. 14 
8 am�2 pm 

Palmer Lake Elementary School 
Parking Lot, 115 Upper Glenway

All proceeds benefit the  
5th grade High Trails Program

Info: Melissa at 930-1333

Garage

Sale!

A huge sale 
with some-
thing for 
everyone!

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior 

       All size jobs 
Competitive rates 

Call Phil at 484 0478

Owner-Care Horse Space  
For Lease

Private stall, pasture, tack room and inside hay 
storage for multiple horses. Available now. 

North of Monument at I-25 and County Line 
Road. $100 each per month plus electricity in 

winter. Minimum $300.
Call Paul at (719) 964-8771.

The Bottom Line
Bookkeeping Services 

Struggling with the economic downturn? 
Get 10% OFF first month of services* 

Your Office or Mine 
Over 17 Years of Experience 

Jaime Rae 339-9587
*NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY
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a.m.-5:30 p.m., with fresh 
vegetables from Pueblo 
farms, breads, meats, and 
more. For information, 
call 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org.
Slash and Mulch 
season underway

The El Paso County Black Forest 
Slash and Mulch season is here! 
Slash (tree and shrub debris; no 
stumps) will be accepted until 
Sept. 12. Mulch will be avail-
able, while supplies last, until 
Sept. 25. Hours of operation are: 
Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun-
days, noon to 4 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, 5-7:30 
p.m. The mulch loader schedule 
is Saturdays only, 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The loader fee is $4 per 
bucket, approximately 2 cubic 
yards. The slash and mulch site 
is located at the southeast corner 
of Shoup and Herring Roads in 
the Black Forest area. 

The program is a wildfire 
mitigation and recycling effort 
sponsored by El Paso County, 
co-sponsored the Colorado For-
estry Association and the Black 
Forest Fire Department, in coop-
eration with Colorado State For-
est Service and the State Board 
of Land Commissioners. The 
program’s purpose is to teach 
forest management practices 
and to encourage residents to 
clear adequate defensible space 
surrounding their structures by 
thinning trees and shrubs to 
reduce the spread of fire. Spread-
ing mulch on the forest floor 
holds moisture, delays the spread 
of weeds, and provides nutrients 
to the forest. For more informa-
tion, visit www.bfslash.org or 
phone 520-7878 or Jeff DeWitt, 
495-8024.

Bears about; take 
precautions to avoid 

conflicts
Bears will exploit any available 
food supply, including garbage, 
pet food, birdseed, and home 
and restaurant table scraps. 
When people fail to store gar-
bage, pet food, or bird feeders 

properly, bears will find those 
sources and cause conflicts in 
residential and business areas. 
Bears that become habituated 
to human food sources can be 
dangerous and often must be 
euthanized. Many communities 
in bear country have ordinances 
regarding trash storage that ap-
ply to wildlife, so abide by those 
rules. Detailed precautions you 
can take can be found at http:
//wildlife.state.co.us/. To report 
bear problems, contact your lo-
cal Colorado Division of Wild-
life office, 227-5200, or local law 
enforcement. 

Check out energy 
savings at local libraries 

Mountain View Electric Asso-
ciation (MVEA) recently started 
a program allowing consum-
ers to check out “Kill-A-Watt” 
meters, plug-in energy meters, 
from local libraries and Book 
Mobiles in MVEA’s service ter-
ritory. Kill-A-Watt meters can 
help consumers assess how ef-
ficient appliances really are. This 
program provides a free way to 
identify the real energy abusers 
and reduce energy use. People 
who have used the meters re-
port unplugging appliances 
that weren’t being used to save 
energy. For more information, 
call MVEA, 1-800-388-9881, 
ext. 2602; or Monument Branch 
Library, 488-2370.
Senior Beat newsletter—

subscribe for free!
Each monthly Senior Beat 
newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the 
daily menu of the senior lunches 
offered Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays in Monument. 
It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the 
month at the Senior Citizens 
Center. There are also articles 
and notices of events geared 
toward senior citizens. To sub-
scribe to the free newsletter, 
send an e-mail with your name 
and mailing address to SeniorBe
at@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior 
Beat can also be viewed online 
at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Free gun-lock kit
The Monument Police Depart-
ment is offering free firearm 
safety kits to local residents 
through a partnership with 
Project ChildSafe, the nation-
wide firearms safety education 
program. Each kit contains gun 
safety information and a cable-
style gunlock that fits most types 
of handguns, rifles, and shot-
guns. The Police Department 
administrative offices at 645 
Beacon Lite Rd. are open Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop 
by during those times to pick up 
a free gun-lock kit. For more in-
formation, phone 481-3253.
Tri-Lakes Senior Center 

has fun programs!
The new Tri-Lakes Senior 
Citizens Center is next to the 
Lewis-Palmer High School 
Stadium (across from the 
YMCA) and is open noon to 4 
p.m. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. other 
weekdays. The facility has a 
lounge, craft room, game room, 

and multi-purpose room. Pro-
grams offered include pinochle 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon 
to 4 p.m.; National Mah Jonng, 
Fridays, 1-4 p.m.; line dancing, 
first and second Wednesdays, 
1-2 p.m.; bridge, second and 
fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea 
time, third Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; 
bingo, third Wednesday, 12:30-
3 p.m.; crafts, third Thursdays, 
1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no host poker, 
second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 
p.m. Also available at the center 
are ping-pong, Wii video games, 
various puzzles and board 
games, refreshments, a lending 
library, computers with Internet 
connections, and an informa-
tion table. For more information 
about programs for seniors, visit 
www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift 
Shop in Monument

Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is 
now open Wednesday-Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 341 Front St., 
Monument. Shop for gently used 
clothing, books, and household 

items. Proceeds from Hangers 
will be used to promote the ongo-
ing mission of Tri-Lakes Cares, a 
community-based nonprofit. For 
more information, call 488-2300 
or visit the Tri-Lakes Cares Web 
site, www.trilakescares.org. 
Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance 

Thrift Store: new 
location

The new store is located at 790 
Highway 105 #D in Palmer Lake. 
Hours are Monday through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
thrift store is a project of the 
Senior Alliance in cooperation 
with the entire Tri-Lakes Com-
munity. The project’s mission is 
to raise funds and resources for 
Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Pro-
gram activities, provide volun-
teer opportunities for Tri-Lakes 
residents, and offer affordable 
merchandise to all Tri-Lakes 
residents. For more information 
call Diane, 488-0878.
w.tri-lakesfire.com. ■
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For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

• OCN is mailed free to every resident in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail 13,600+ copies every month. 
OCN reportedly has the fourth-largest circulation 
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The 
Gazette, the Colorado Springs Independent, and 
the Woodman Edition. We put copies of OCN into 
the hands of those people most likely to buy your 
products or services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 8 years, OCN has been presenting 
unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes area 
governmental entities and their deliberations and 
actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs 
off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused, nonprofit effort to present 
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant 
- “Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Karissa Rytting, Tadpole Preschool - “Thanks 
to my ad in OCN, my preschool is now full for next 
fall!” 

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “Thanks 
to the OCN ads my plate is full and I don’t think I 
could take on any more clients right now.” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Vitae Salon - “We had great 
response from our ad. I really appreciate it. It 
is amazing to see how many people came to us 
with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the 
ad I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in 
one month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

• Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN 
work great for me. I tried other local papers and 
got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can 
work from home and make a decent living. All my 
work comes from my ads in OCN.”

Why advertise now?
In tough economic times, businesses that continue 
or expand their advertising take market share from 
those that reduce or stop advertising. Businesses that 
gain market share during downturns tend to keep that 
increased market share when economic conditions 
improve. Each percentage point of market share gained 
during a recession is worth that much more as the 
economy improves. 

A McGraw-Hill study following the 1981-1982 

recession found that from 1980 to 1985, companies 
that maintained or increased their advertising typically 
grew their sales 14 times more than companies that cut 
back on advertising.

At least six studies conducted during recessionary 
periods from 1960 to 1990 found the same correlation.

Smart business owners are not cutting back on their 
advertising, but they are being careful about where they 
invest their advertising dollars.

Why advertise in OCN?
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 

Committee Meeting, Tue., Aug. 10, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 10, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Aug. 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop 
& Meeting, Thu., Aug. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Mon., Aug. 12, 1 p.m., 1855 Woodmoor Dr. Normally 
meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 
16, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 18, 8:30 a.m., Woodman Hills Metro 
District Community Center West, 11720 Woodman 
Hills Dr., Falcon. Meets 3rd Wed. each month, location 
varies. Info: 719-495-8360. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 18, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Aug. 19, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-3603. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 19, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 19, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 25, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Aug. 25, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 266-3367.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 25, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 25, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 

Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 26, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Sep. 1, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott 
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., 
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10 
& 10:45 a.m. Stories and more for children age 3 
and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10 & 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every 
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Aug. 
19, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to 
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Aug. 
28, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to 
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Sep. 
4, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Normally 
meets 1st Sat. each month. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link 
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! every Mon., 
7-8:30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation 
in English with friendly and supportive people. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 

1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• NEW! Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake 
Knitting Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit 
with other knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will 
be there to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Annual Ice Cream Social & Barbershop Chorus, 
Sat., Aug. 7, 1:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Village Green. In 
honor of our seniors, families are encouraged to bring 
their elders to enjoy free Rock House ice cream and 
live music from times gone by. Info: 481-2953.

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Aug. 15, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
discipline, inspiration, and structure during the process 
of writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Aug. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. This month’s book is Painted 
Drum by Louise Erdrich. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Aug. 20, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., Aug. 21, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Cost: $12 for AARP members, $14 for 
nonmembers. Bring a lunch. Registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Registration & Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Sep. 3, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

Our Community Calendar

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

(719) 488-1294

• New doors and windows
• Screens & showers
• Repairs, hardware 

and more

Child Care in a Loving Family Home 
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

     Across from Creekside Middle School
� Full-time and part-time 
� Before and after school 
� Night care & weekends also available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132

Home Maintenance & Repair 
Licensed and Insured 

�������������������

Call today for your honest, reliable, 
efficient and prepared handyman!  

Free estimates 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Phone: 719-482-5885
E-mail: kirtab33@yahoo.com 

ANIMAL MOVERS
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For these and other library events, please check http:
//ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-1 

p.m., 481 Hwy 105, on the west side of I-25 just 
behind Starbuck’s. 80+ vendors, local produce. Every 
Sat. through Oct. 9. Info: Diana Dickson, 213-3323.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 
8 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best School and the D-38 
Administration Building, 2nd & Jefferson Streets 
in downtown Monument. 50+ vendors offer food, 
produce, home décor items, crafts, honey, jewelry, 
furniture, pet products, and more. Info: 592-9420. 

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

• Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others 
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250. 

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 
Kelly Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. 
Improve your public speaking, leadership, and 
meeting planning skills. New members and visitors 
welcome. Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http:
//artfullyspeaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Farmer’s Market at WMMI, every Mon. and 
Wed., Jun. 5-Oct., 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Fresh vegetables 
from local Pueblo farms, breads, meats, and more. 
Look for vendors in front of the red house. Info: visit 
www.wmmi.org.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
normally every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. 
each month and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. 
Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo 
the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy 
Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Tai Chi for Arthritis Class, On break in August, 
will resume in Sept. Tri-Lakes Senior Center, Lewis-
Palmer High School, across from the YMCA. This 

gentle exercise program can relieve the symptoms of 
chronic pain, anxiety, and depression. Even those who 
cannot stand can participate and benefit. Info: 481-
8728 or visit www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., 
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If 
your company needs more business, visit us and learn 
how we can help you. Come see why our networking 
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Area seniors are invited for lunch & 
activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. $3 
donation requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The 
Academy Hotel, 8110 N. Academy. Interesting 
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Info: Sherry 
Edwards, 488-1044, or Bill Nance, 488-2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Biblically based support 
group for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Aug. 9, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon., 
Aug. 9. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail Tracy Mills, Millspartyof6@msn.com. 

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Aug. 10, 6-7 p.m., location 
to be decided. Join other young women who are 
battling or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 351-5079. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Aug. 10, 6:30-9 p.m., Sundance 
Mountain Lodge Inn, 1865 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Businesswomen building relationships 
in a social setting. Cost: $20. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or visit 
www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Aug. 11, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 
or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443.

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Aug. 
12, 166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime 
senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then 
stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Aug. 12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection 
Facility, Sat., Aug. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers 
Dr., Colorado Springs. The facility is open the 
2nd Saturday each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 
a.m.-5 p.m. and accepts paint and related products, 
lawn and garden chemicals, household cleaners, old 
batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks, flares, 
ammunition, automotive products, (no tires), various 
electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal. Bring a 
nonperishable food item for Care and Share. Akers 
Drive runs north off Constitution Avenue just west 
of Marksheffel Road. Info: 520-7878 or visit http:
//adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/Solid_
Waste_Management. 

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet, 
Sat., Aug. 14, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County 
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for 
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean 
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated. 
Open 2nd Sat. each month until further notice. Info: 
495-4137; or the church, 488-9613. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Aug. 16, 6:
30-8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer 
Lake. Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, 
and more. Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare 
available. RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-
4221. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Aug. 17, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center 
at Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the 
YMCA). Hawaiian get-together theme. Come early 
to socialize, bring a dessert to share. Tea sandwiches 
and/or salads, teacups and tea provided. Voluntary 
donations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Mary Frances, 481-2360; Irene W., 481-1188; or 
Irene C., 484-0517.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Aug. 17, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Aug. 
17, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. 
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander, 
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Aug. 19, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Aug. 
21, 9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D 
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. 
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail 
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Sep. 2, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month except 
Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad 
weather. Newcomers are welcome. Info: Bev Wells, 

Monument Hill
Farmers Market  

Every Saturday!
8 am - 1 pm

At the original location: 
D-38 Administration Building 
at 2nd and Jefferson St. in  

Downtown Monument. 
Food, produce, home décor items, crafts, 

honey, jewelry, furniture, pet products & lots 
more. All your favorite vendors including 

Antique Yard Décor, Beef Jerky, Buffalo Beef, 
Dream Pastries, and Fresh Ranch Eggs. 

For information, call 592-9420.

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 8/31/10

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling
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488-3327.
• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Sep. 2, 7 p.m., 

Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or 
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Sep. 
7, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and 
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail m
onumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 80921 
and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie, 646-5939, 
debdidovic@gmail.com. Info: visit www.cosnorthmo
msclub.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• 2010 Return of the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua 

Assembly, Fri.-Sun., Aug. 6-8, Palmer Lake. Events 
run 6-11 p.m. Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 7, and 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 8. The weekend features historical 
demonstrations and “how tos,” a two-day Civil War 
encampment by period re-enactors, a free concert 
by local cowboy singer and songwriter Chuck Pyle, 
an exhibition by the Fort Carson Mounted Cavalry, 
a Native American lodge, old-fashioned games for 
kids, a potato bake, vintage bicycle demonstrations, 
ox wagon rides, dinner theater, and much more. The 
complete schedule of events is listed at www.palmerl
akechautauqua.org/.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Burro Birthday Bash and Bluegrass Festival, Sat., 
Aug 7, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Come celebrate the birthday 
of WMMI’s mascot burros. Museum tours, gold 
panning, and outside machinery operations topped off 
by a meet & greet with the burros and an afternoon 
concert with live bluegrass bands. Food and drink 
vendors will be on site. Bring picnics, lawn chairs, 
and blankets. Cost: $12 adults, $8 teens, 12 and under 
free. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd (I-25 
Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 
Info: Courtney Lutkus, 488-0880.

• Third Annual Car Show Benefit for Tri-Lakes 
Cares, Sat., Aug. 7, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., RODZ Bar & Grill 
at PINZ, 855 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Info: Debbie, 
487-7469, or visit www.pinzbowling.com. 

• Annual Ice Cream Social & Barbershop Chorus, 
Sat., Aug. 7, 1:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Village Green. 
In honor of our seniors, families are encouraged to 
bring their elders to enjoy free Rock House ice cream 
and live music from times gone by. Info: 481-2953.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Ray Bonniville, Fri., Aug. 13, opening act at 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Ray blends a unique 
percussive electric guitar style, a weathered voice, 
and soulful rack harmonica into image-provoking 
songs. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: 
Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or 
visit www.blackroseacoustic.org. 

• Black Forest Festival, Sat., Aug. 14, 6:30 a.m.-3 
p.m., at the corner of Black Forest and Shoup roads. 
6:30 a.m., pancake breakfast; 10:30 a.m., parade 
begins with Jon Karroll of KRDO TV Channel 13 as 
parade announcer. Bands play throughout the day. A 
flea market features commercial and neighborhood 
vendors, food booths, games for the kids, and many 
other surprises. Shuttle service for off-site parking at 
gravel lot on northeast corner of Burgess and Black 
Forest Roads. Info: visit http://festival.blackforest-
co.com/.

• Garage Sale, Sat., Aug. 14, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Elementary School Parking Lot, 115 Upper 
Glenway. A huge garage sale with something 
everyone! All proceeds benefit the 5th grade High 

Trails Program. Info: Melissa, 930-1333. 
• MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Open House, 

Thu., Aug. 19, 9-11:30 a.m. Tri-Lakes Chapel, 1750 
Deer Creek Rd., Monument. All mothers-to-be and 
moms with kids birth to preschool age are welcome. 
Safe & loving childcare is free. Info: 491-8875, or 
visit www.MopsMeetings.com.

• Monument Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 19, 5-8 p.m., 
historic downtown Monument. The 3rd Thu. every 
month, May-Sep., the galleries, restaurants, and 
boutiques of downtown Monument stay open until 
8 p.m. for a celebration featuring art openings, great 
food, live music, and other adult-oriented special 
events. Info: 481-3282. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu., 
Aug. 19, doors open 6:30 p.m., presentation at 7 p.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Beth 
Barrett gives a lively presentation on famous theaters 
of Colorado. Free and open to the public. Info: 481-
3282, e-mail plhist@aol.com, or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us/plhs. 

• South American Wine Tasting & Peak Ranch’s 
Alpaca Boutique, Sat., Aug. 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Peak 
Ranch Alpacas, 19850 Beacon Lite Rd. Monument. 
Taste, tour, and experience the feel of Alpaca. 
Boutique specials, new apparel, new alpacas. Info: 
232-8509 or visit www.peakranchalpacas.com.

• Big Jim Adams Blues Concert, Sat., Aug. 21, doors 
open at 6:30 for a 7:30 p.m. show, Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Tickets: $12 TLCA members, $15 non-members ($3 
more at the door), available at Covered Treasures 
Bookstore (481-2665) in Monument, The Wine 
Seller (481-3019) and TLCA (481-0475) in Palmer 
Lake, and through PayPal at www.trilakesarts.org. 

• Free Community Yoga Class, beginning level, Wed., 
Aug. 25, 5:30 p.m., Yoga Pathways Studio, Suite A in 
the West End Center, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of 
Safeway). Info: visit www.yogapathwaysstudio.com, 
or call Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Mason Brown, Fri., Aug. 27, opening act at 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Appalachian, old time, 
Irish and eclectic folk. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS 
members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org. 

• Tri-Lakes Chamber Golf Classic, Fri., Sep. 3, 
registration at 7 a.m., tee off at 8 a.m., Air Force 
Academy Blue Course. Four-person scramble playing 
best ball. Registration fee, $125 per person, includes 
green fees, range balls, golf cart, lunch, golf shirts, 
goodie bag, prizes, and more! If you can’t play that 
day, come enjoy lunch for $15 per person. Deadline 
for registration, Aug. 27. Info: 481-3282.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the cur-
rent issue. To have your event listed at no charge in Our 
Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the 
information to our_community_calendar@hotmail.com 

or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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The Rabbi�s Corner 
When Things  

Don�t Go Your Way 
By Oswald Garagorry 

In 1975 when I came to America, Burger King had 
an eye-catching advertisement, where a good looking 
attendant handed a meal bag over the counter with a 
smile and the words �have it your way.� Yet in our 
walk with our God, the sooner we learn we can�t have 
it our way, the sooner we will grow in our relationship 
with Him. 

King David tells us in Psalms 34:8, �Taste and see 
that YHWH (Lord) is good.�  The fact that God is 
good doesn�t mean that we can have things �our way� 
by living and doing whatever we want. 

Examples: David had a son with Bathsheba, he 
fasted and prayed for his sons� life, yet the son died. 
He came out of the situation with the understanding, 
�He will not come to me, but I will go to Him.� 

 The Messiah prayed three times �if possible let 
this cup pass away from me.� Yet when Kefa (Peter) 
tried to stop the chain of events by cutting off a 
soldier�s ear, the Messiah reattached the ear and told 
him, �The cup which the Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?� 

Shaul (Paul) prayed three times to have the thorn 
in his flesh removed, yet it didn�t happen. He could not 
have his way, but he heard from God those words, �my 
grace is sufficient for you.� 

When things don�t go our way or When Bad 
Things Happen to Good People as Rabbi Harold 
Krushner titled his best-selling book, our reaction 
should not be frustration, disappointment, 
discouragement or the weakening of our faith. Nor 
should we attempt to remove, ignore, or detach from 
the situation. On the contrary, we should remain in it 
and embrace the difficulty or challenge. When our 
heart is totally open to our God, we come to the 
realization that He is attempting to convey an eternal 
truth to us, such as �taste and see that YHWH is good.� 
In the midst of your difficulties, struggles, 
discouragement, or any bad thing 
happening in your life, may you allow 
yourself the experience of His shalom. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah 
Congregation that meets Saturdays,  

10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382

����������
�������������

������������� ������
������������

������������

��������������������������

�����������



Page 44 Vol. 10 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org

BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate  

Monument Beauty�End of cul-de-sac 
with great views over pine trees. One-
acre private lot. 5 bd. 4 ba. 3-car garage. 
Close to I-25 and shopping. Call for in-
formation. 

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Kissing Camels Beauty�Large town 
home on golf course. Gated community. 
Private sauna complex in the home. 
Awesome Pikes Peak and front range 
views. Now only $650,000.

Summer Glen  Town Home�
Immaculate town home with main-level 
living. Fully-finished garden basement. 
Views! Awesome price�only $268,000.

Falcon Nest Home�Clean and move-in 
ready! 4 bd, 3 ba with unfinished walk-
out basement. Backs to open space. 
Near USAFA. Now only $263,000.

Reduced!

Reduced!

Coming Soon!

Black Faced Sheep
Unique Collection of Rustic and Mountain Home Decor

Black Faced Sheep 
Home Décor 

specializes in rustic 
home décor, along 
with unique gifts 
and accessories, 

reflective of living 
in the Rocky 
Mountains.

Presently located  in downtown Monument 
Monument Village Square

New location:  Monument Marketplace - Suite 120
(next to Walmart & across from Texas Roadhouse)

During the month of August we will be transitioning to 
our new location. Call or check our website for our 

limited hours during our move. Thank you in advance 
for your patience.

ANTICIPATED GRAND OPENING SEPTEMBER 1st

251 Front St., 
Suite #2, 

Monument, CO 
80132

(719) 481-4182

Owners: Don & 
Diana

www.blackfacedsheep.com

*** WE ARE MOVING ***

GNC at the  
Monument Marketplace 

15954 Jackson Creek Parkway C 
(719) 488-5952 
Locally operated 

Free Tote
with Purchase of 

$50 or More
GNC �Green� tote. While supplies last.  

Monument Marketplace GNC only. 
One time use only. Available at 

Monument Marketplace GNC. Cannot 
be combined with any other offer.  
One coupon per person. Coupon  

must be presented at  
time of purchase.  

Valid through 9/3/10. 

20% OFF 
Any One  

Regular-Priced Item
Monument Marketplace GNC only. 

One time use only. Available at 
Monument Marketplace GNC. Cannot 
be combined with any other offer or 
in conjunction with GNC Gold Card 
discount. Excludes hot buy items. 
One coupon per person. Coupon 

must be presented at time of 
purchase. Valid through 9/3/10. 

� Vitamins/Vitapak®

� Sports Nutrition 
� Herbs 
� Diet Products 

Now
Open!

Brand  
New!

Learn to 
Skate!

Back-to-School Special! 
8 classes for $80
Aug. 16th� Oct. 11th  

Mondays 5:45 pm & 6:15 pm
Ages 3 through Adult 

Figure Skate Levels: Snowplow 1 - FS 6 
Ice Hockey Levels: 1 - 4 

For information, visit www.cosportscenter.com 
or contact Deb at Sk8CoachDeb@aol.com. 

16240 Old Denver Highway  
Monument

Please mention this ad when registering
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