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Upcoming
Local Events

See pages 31-35 for details
of these and many other

local events.

NEPCO Meeting: Wildfire Safety,

Forestry, and Landscaping
Sat., Jan. 8, 10 a.m.-noon. New
Monument Town Hall & Police
Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA)

Electronics Recycling Event
Sat., Jan. 15, 10 am.-2 p.m.
Recycling fees range from $5 for
most electronic components, $10 for
monitors, and $1 per inch (diagonal
screen measurement) for TVs.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive
Tue., Jan. 18, 3-7 p.m. Tri-Lakes
Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument.
No appointment needed.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Pot

Luck Dinner and Membership Drive
Thu., Jan. 20, 7-9 p.m., Palmer Lake
Town Hall. Please bring a side dish
or dessert to share. A meat dish
and beverages will be provided.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
an item related to local history to
show and discuss.

Free Parenting Training: Early Child-

hood Parenting
Thu., Jan. 20-Feb. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Monument Branch Library.

Free Community Cinema Screening
Sat., Jan. 22, 6:30 p.m., The
Independent  Film  Society of
Colorado, Rocky Mountain PBS, and
Goodwill have teamed up to bring
For Once in My Life, a film about
how the Goodwill band in Miami
Beach overcame great obstacles.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents

Dr. Mary Kelly’s seminar, “In Case

of Emergency Break Glass! Organize

your Life”
Mon., Jan. 31, 6-9 p.m.,

PLAG Valentine Art Exhibit and Sale
Tue., Feb. 1-Sat., Feb. 5, 10 a.m.-6
p.m., open until 8 p.m. Fri., The West
End Center, 755 Hwy 105.

Above: After the sound of a trumpet announcing the start of the 77th Yule Log
hunt Dec. 12, more than 240 hunters searched a section of the Glen for the
well-hidden log. Right: Ten-year old Will Bryant of Palmer Lake, seated on the
log, discovered the Yule Log in a thicket. For finding the log, Bryant had the
pleasure of riding it back to the Town Hall. Photos by David Futey. See page

29 for more photos and information on this annual event.

Life of Town Clerk/Treasurer
Della Gray honored
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By Jim Kendrick
A Celebration of Life for
Palmer Lake Town Clerk and
Treasurer Della Gray was
held at the Pine Crest Chapel
in Palmer Lake on Jan. 3, fol-
lowed by a reception in the
events center for family, co-
workers from the town staff
and Palmer Lake Volunteer
Fire Department (PLVFD),
and friends. Gray, 59, passed
away in her sleep at her home

in Colorado Springs on Dec.
26.

Palmer Lake Mayor John
Cressman led the celebration
that was attended by over 220
people. He said, “It’s been an
honor to know this woman and
work with her, and be moth-
ered by her.”” Cressman noted
that Gray and her family had
moved from a 10-acre farm
on Puget Sound, where she
started teaching her children a
love of nature, to Palmer Lake
in 1989. Cressman stated that
while her four children were
attending school and graduat-
ing from Lewis-Palmer High
School, she had also been the
“surrogate mother” for at least
seven local children and any-
one else who needed help.

Cressman said Gray “gave
her heart and soul to the town
of Palmer Lake,” spending
countless invaluable hours for
17 years to make sure numer-
ous special events were suc-
cessful. She coordinated the
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire
Department Association’s
annual chili supper and star
lighting ceremony, tirelessly
headed the Palmer Lake Fourth

of July Committee fund-rais-
ing—performing all the du-
ties no one else would tackle
and leading the Fifth of July
cleanup—and she coordinated
the Winterfest Celebration and
Columbine Festival.

Cressman said that Gray
also scheduled and served as
the administrative recorder
and record keeper for all Town
Council meetings unselfishly
for the past 13 years as town
treasurer and clerk. He noted
that Gray had a continuing
thirst for knowledge, a dry
sense of humor, and a love of
sharing her knowledge and
experience with others. He
added that her family and the
town would “have quite a chal-
lenge to carry on without her.”

Members of Gray’s fam-
ily read some of her favorite
poems and verses and em-
phasized that they all wanted
people to enjoy the “fond
memories of the sunniest”
experiences that they had
from knowing Della, that she
was a very genuine person of
faith, and that she was a non-
judgmental rock for her family
who inspired their courage,

independence, creativity, and
individuality.

One of her many “foster
children,” Emily, said Gray
was “an intensely private per-
son” with a dry sense of hu-
mor, an inspiration “who made
the world seem like a more
simple place in one ironic sen-
tence,” and “the Mother Teresa
for all the rejected teenagers of
our town. She loved all of us
even when the rest of the world
didn’t, and for that I thank her
family for sharing her.”

Current  Trustee and
former Mayor Nikki McDon-
ald explained how Gray had
helped her in 1993, when Gray
was the new town reception-
ist and McDonald was a new
trustee. They attended numer-
ous classes together to learn as
much as possible about their
new town jobs. McDonald said
Gray earned the nickname of
“Cinder-Della” from co-work-
er Mary Russelavage because
Della would do anything for
anybody to help in any way
that she could. After Gray took
over as town clerk/treasurer in

(Continued on page 2)
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Gray (Contd. from page 1)
1997, Gray was invaluable
to McDonald as mayor
during Town Council
meetings by protecting
McDonald from “the an-
gry masses,” as well as
reporting on all the vari-

ous county and regional
government meetings she
attended as Palmer Lake’s
representative.

After echoing Cress-
man’s remarks about all
the town special events
Gray “tirelessly” coor-

dinated, McDonald con-
cluded, “Yes folks, she
was a precious gem to our
community and I believe
all of us who worked with
her and knew her will miss
her laugh and her steady
calm demeanor. She gave
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her heart and soul to this
community. Rest in peace,
my dear friend. The pain
is over.”

Palmer Lake Police
Chief Kieth Moreland
and Palmer Lake Fire
Chief Shana Ball formally

presented a flag to Gray’s
mother, Annie Margaret
Chadwick. The flag had
been flown at Town Hall
earlier in the day during
a private Fire Department
flag-lowering  ceremony
for Gray’s family.

Pipe Major Sam Sw-
ancutt of the Pikes Peak
Highlanders played Auld
Lang Syne on his bagpipes
at the conclusion of the
celebration. m

Palmer Lake Town Council, Dec. 14

2011 budget approved with
revenue shortfall

By Timothy Dorman and
Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 14, the Palmer
Lake Town Council unani-
mously approved the 2011
budget. No action was
taken to cut staff and add
additional responsibilities
to employees retained as
had been proposed at the
Nov. 11 council meeting
by Trustee Bryan Jack.
This meeting had been
postponed from Dec. 9 to

ensure a quorum of at least
four trustees.

About 20 members of
the public attended. The
absences of Trustees Jack,
Nikki McDonald, and Joe
Polonsky were unanimously
excused.

2011 budget,
appropriation, and
mill levy approved

A resolution certifying the
town property tax mill levy

Mary's In-Home Daycare

Fullhme Openings for children ages 2 and up
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USDA Certified

Educated in Early Childhood
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325 2nd St. Suite U,
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Bring this ad to receive an

was unanimously approved
so that it could be submit-
ted by the Dec. 15 state
deadline. Town Clerk and
Treasurer Della Gray stated
that the budget and appro-
priation could be submitted
separately by the end of the
month.

The proposed 2011
budget did not include any
of the changes Jack had
proposed at the Nov. 11
council meeting or the spe-
cial meeting for public com-
ments on the 2011 budget on
Nov. 13. See www.ocn.me/

vl0n12.htm#pltc1113  for
OCN’s report on that meet-
ing.

Gray stated that the
2011 budget was still not
balanced due to a revenue
shortfall of about $16,000.

Gray also reported that
there was not enough money
in the budget line item for
the Safe Routes to School
project. Deputy Town Clerk
Tara Berreth reported that
$75,121 had been paid to
consultant firm Tetra Tech
Engineering for engineer-
ing design. Construction
costs of about $76,000 had
been previously paid. Roads
Supervisor Bob Radosevich
noted that about $40,000
remains to be paid on the
sidewalk project. Gray said
this $40,000 must come out
of the roads supplemental
budget. Mayor John Cress-
man asked Radosevich to
meet with him to determine
the final cost of Tetra Tech
contract services and the to-

Serving Winterfest

Afternoon Tea
January - March
Make Reservations Now

Discovery Canyon HS
Visual Art & Ceramics

Exhibit thru January 15
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Tuesday - Saturday

www.wisdomteahouse.com

65 Second St.
Monument, CO
719-481-8822
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tal town cost that is not covered
by grants for this project.

Gray agreed to meet with
Jack to discuss using the balance
remaining in the Lucy Owens
fund, about $8,000, that could be
used to help pay the cost of re-
pairing the town building that is
rented to the Pikes Peak Library
District.

The council unanimously
approved an ordinance for the
2011 budget as proposed. Based
on the legal recommendation of
Town Attorney Larry Gaddis, the
council unanimously approved
an amendment to the proposed
2011 appropriation ordinance for
the transfer of $29,000 from the
fire truck general town fund to
the roads supplemental fund to
correct an accounting error that
occurred in 2008. The council
unanimously approved the 2011
appropriation ordinance as
amended.

Committee reports
Cressman commented on
the success of the Yule Log
events and the lighting of
the town star.

Parks, Recreation, and
Economic Development
Committee Trustee Gary
Coleman announced that
Susan Adams would be
resigning as director of the
Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts. He suggested that
people consider buying
gift certificates from town
businesses as Christmas
presents. There was also a
discussion about complaints
regarding the time that the
Palmer Lake star is turned
on each evening. The goal
is to have the firefighter
that is contracted be on

Connie Jordan
Certified Brauf Inteqration 4
Body Alignment Practitioner
cqjor nn@gminﬂn@aﬂ(vu/arks.wm

www.brainandpodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, C0 S0122
719-488-0578 home
717-245-0497 cell 717-488-1722 fm

Brain 5 Body
Works

duty on weekdays at the Palmer
Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (PLVFD) to turn on the
star manually at 5 p.m. However,
there may be times when the
contract firefighter is performing
emergency duties that may delay
turn-on. Coleman added that
the cost for having an automatic
timer turn on the star at 5 p.m.
had been judged to be too high
in the past in previous council
meetings.

In the absence of Fire
Trustee Jack, Cressman read
the fire report. He stated that
PLVFD responded to 20 calls
in November. There were four
mandatory training meetings
and two other training sessions
with other emergency agencies.
The Firefighter II training class
at the Fort Carson Fire Training
Center has been concluded. Vol-

DATE SALES

unteer firefighters contributed
1,586 hours of service, including
186 volunteer hours by Chief
Shana Ball. PLVFD volunteer
firefighters and members of the
separate Palmer Lake Volunteer
Fire Department Association
served 467 people in Town Hall
at the annual Thanksgiving Chili
Supper fundraiser for operation
and maintenance of the town’s
star.

The written fire report noted
that the PLVFD Association had
decided to drop negotiations
with the Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Protection District for hav-
ing a paid firefighter on duty on
a 24-hour basis in the PLVFD
station, as Jack had suggested
at the Nov. 11 council meet-
ing. Currently there is a town
contract that provides for a paid
firefighter to be on duty Monday

[
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

We would like to thank all of our wonderful
customers and consignors who have supported
us over the last 5 years

WE OWE OUR GREAT SUCCESS TO YOU

BE SURE TO STOP IN SOON

Clip and save through January
15% OFF on any one item (excluding items 80% off)

Located in the Monument Plaza behind Rosie’s Diner
New consignors call for an appointment today
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ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring

10% OFF

ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of

drop-off. Prepayment required.

Cannot be combined with other
offers. Expires 1/31/11.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road
By King Soopers
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

Learn a New
Craft in 2011!

FREE CLASS

Basic Beading or Knitting

Offer good through 1/31/11.

www.beadcorneronline.com

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages * All Levels * All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years'
Teaching Experience

Call Mike at 487-8435

through Friday during the work day when the volunteer
firefighters are at work at their own jobs. Currently four
contracted firefighters and Chief Ball work at the station
under this contract.

The written report also noted that two of the four
contract firefighters declined the option to work for Tri-
Lakes Monument under the proposed 24-hour contract
and the other two firefighters were rejected by Tri-Lakes
Monument. The report further stated that Chief Ball be-
lieved she would appear to have a conflict of interest if
she worked for Tri-Lakes under the proposed contract.

In the absence of Police Trustee McDonald, Cress-
man read the police report and stated that there were 18
traffic summons for various traffic violations and one
DUI arrest in November.

Water Trustee Max Stafford noted the town’s daily
use of water was 0.3 acre-feet, about average for winter
months. He said the state Health Department had not
completed its review and approval of the engineering
design for the town’s water treatment plant expansion.

Gray said that the temporary $6.54 per month fee
that had previously been added to town water bills to
meet a Colorado Water Resources and Power Develop-
ment Authority requirement would no longer be needed
after 2010. The authority had required that the town in-
crease the amount of cash reserves in the town’s water
enterprise reserve fund by about $65,000 to qualify for
the authority’s low-interest loan that will be used to pay
for the town water treatment plant expansion. Now that
the reserve fund has been increased to the authority’s
minimum requirement, the town’s monthly water bills,
starting with those for January water use, will no longer

Horse Boarding

12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay &
grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

Piano Lessons

A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.
Now accepting
new students.

: //‘ www.pianobypam.com
646-2791

Call Pam Brunson

Homeowners &

Auto Insurance
"Term Life Insurance" is NOT
the Answer. Call Steven Petty
for the Truth About Life
Insurance Protection.
Call (719) 574-9544.

Honest, confidential advice.

267 Washington St.
Monument

(719) 358-7961
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Sat. 1T0am-4 pm
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or more per individual client*
Please visit our website for amazing specials
www.LunaHairandSpa.com

Ask about our daily “Last Minute Luxuries.”

Happy New Year from Luna Hair Studio & Spa’ :

* Based on full menu prices. Offer with Luna employees only. May
not be combined with other offers. Offer good thru 2/28/11. I

include this $6.54 fee.

See www.ocn.me/v9nl12.htm#pltc and www.ocn.me/
v10n1.htm#pltc1203 for more information on this fee and
the separate permanent $11.51 monthly rate increase that
was also approved to pay for the $2 million loan. Both in-
creases were approved during a special council meeting
held on Dec. 3, 2009.

Roads Trustee Dennis Stern stated that a repair was
needed for the town sanding unit. On Nov. 17, the town’s
Roads Committee approved a repair for Clarence Street.

Public comment was sought for three separate
agenda items.

Medical marijuana amendment

The council discussed an amendment to the town’s new
medical marijuana ordinance. Stern said he had par-
ticipated in a "lively discussion" at the final task force
meeting on this subject that was attended by three citi-
zens, two trustees, one planning commissioner, and one
dispensary owner. Stern said the task force had recom-
mended that the council update the medical marijuana
laws by a 6-1 vote.

Stern said an update was necessary to conform to
the new state law that requires that a facility cultivate at
least 70 percent of its medical marijuana products on its
own property. The original Palmer Lake ordinance was
unanimously approved by the council in April and was
based on a preliminary draft that the state Legislature did
not approve. The proposed change would eliminate the
current town restriction approved in April that no more
than 20 percent of a dispensary can be used for cultiva-
tion and that no more than 30 plants can be grown. Stern
said there would not be any change to existing town zon-
ing restrictions on where marijuana can be cultivated.

Palmer Lake resident Richard Allen asked if there
had been any incidents, legal problems, arrests, break-
ins, or pot parties on facility premises. Allen also asked
if Palmer Lake’s ordinance had been affected by El Paso
County ordinances. Stern said that there had been no in-
cidents or legal problems. The county November ballot
question that proposed banning all county medical mari-
juana facilities failed. There are no other existing county
medical marijuana rules or restrictions.

Gaddis said he would prepare a draft ordinance
amendment to be discussed at a future town council
workshop and council meeting.

Requests for proposals for services
The second discussion agenda item concerned plans to

A Gift of Time

Specializing in Residential Cleaning
Trustworthy and Dependable
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly
Move-outs. References available
Call Stacy at (719) 930-2178
stacy.agiftoftime@gmail.com

Good through 2/28/11
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publish separate requests for proposals (RFP) from legal,

auditing, accounting and engineering services compa-

nies. Gray said that the solicitations would be published
by the Colorado Municipal League.

County resident Jeff Hulsmann, the owner of
O’Malley’s Pub, said he was representing the Palmer
Lake Restaurant Group. Some of the group’s positions
Hulsmann stated were:

«  State law requires the town to issue an RFP for any
contract for services costing $5,000 or more.

*  The Restaurant Group is suggesting that it should
review any town RFP before it is published.

*  The Restaurant Group should know who is writing,
reviewing, screening, and making decisions on town
RFPs.

* The town should let the Restaurant Group put
together citizen screening committees composed of
qualified professionals.

e There needs to be more transparency in town
contract costs with specific line items for each
service contract.

* The Economic Development Committee trustee
needs to be more proactive in meeting business
owners and learning about the owners’ concerns.

e The Restaurant Group should be more involved in
town affairs.

e The town is not deriving enough income from the
sales tax that is being collected.

*  The town should hire a forensic accountant to find
possible areas of savings in town operations.

*  There is inadequate notice of town events such as the
Chili Supper and the Yule Log Hunt.

Cressman cautioned Hulsmann on the group’s recommen-
dation to hire a "forensic accountant”" because it implies
criminal activity. He asked Hulsmann, "You think there’s
been a crime?" Hulsmann said the Restaurant Group just
wants to see where the money goes. Allen said the word
forensic is not necessarily related to a crime and can just
mean to question. See www.ocn.me/v9nS.htm#pltc402
and www.ocn.me/vOnS5.htm#pltc409 for some of Cress-
man’s previous comments on this type of recommenda-
tion from Allen.

Note: Forensic accounting generally refers to an investi-

gation and accounting analysis that is suitable to a court
as the basis for discussion, debate, and dispute resolution
for existing or pending litigation. Investigative account-
ing usually involves employee theft, securities fraud,
insurance fraud, kickbacks, and proceeds of crime inves-
tigations. For more information see www.forensicaccoun
ting.com/

PLVFD firefighter Jane Garrabant said that she had
stuffed fliers for town events in with town water bills that
are mailed to all the businesses in the town. She also said
that a large sign would be constructed that would adver-
tise local events.

Gray said that she was working on upgrading the
town’s software to better streamline the accounting and
bookkeeping jobs. Other citizens expressed opinions on
accounting software.

There was consensus among the council members
to create three task forces for researching legal, account-
ing-auditing, and engineering RFP recommendations for
creation of cleaner, more transparent reports. Cressman
and Gray stated that examples of other towns’ successful
RFPs should be obtained. Gaddis noted that adding any
requirements for forensic accounting work or a non-stan-
dard government audit would substantially increase the
costs of the proposals submitted by consultants. Cress-
man assigned Hulsmann and Trustee Jack to help him
organize the three task forces.

Proposed government restructuring
The final discussion item on the agenda was a proposal
for restructuring the government of the Town of Palmer
Lake. Cressman opened up this brief discussion by clari-
fying that the restructuring to which he referred included
cutting some town positions while increasing the respon-
sibilities of other positions to save some overhead. Cress-

Snow Removal

Affordable. Licensed and Insured.

719-488-1818

man said he wanted to do this in a transparent way, but he
also recognized that this would be a "painful” issue to ad-
dress because people’s jobs and livelihoods were at stake.
"It is a business and businesses make hard decisions." It
will be a continuing agenda item.

Hulsmann asked about construction of a water line
behind the downtown business properties along the east
side of Highway 105. Stafford responded that the town
had installed nearly 900 feet of new water line. Gray said
the new line cost about $69,000. Berreth said the property
owners were "tickled pink" at no longer losing water ser-
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Drywall Work
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Marty Christensen
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e Soft tissue treatment—I"ve had massages around the
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¢ Customized blended essential oils and single bottles

e Therapeutic Flax seed-filled pillows

® Workshops, walking groups (Talk and Tennies),

health and wellness discussion groups.
st]

eutic Massage Therapy

Theapeutic Massage Therapy continues to offer:

For complete information on
these properties, visit
www.andyellis.remax.com

_ O\, 719-641-7400

ELLTs

Colorado Springs, Monument
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle

See you at the new location Feb. 1*!
Althea (Thea) Smith, MS, RMT, RA
(719) 488-2250 or 481-4877 x100

PEE o EE SN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN B

' Enjoy a relaxing massage. 1
joy g g "

ﬁﬂ 10 OFF Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage! |

| Limit one per customer. Good through 2/28/11. |

18120 Bakers Farm Rd., Walden. Sanctuary Homes built this mas-
terpiece home in 2003 with care and ultra high quality: Alder trim and
oversized solid alder doors throughout, wide plank hardwood floors,
and vaulted ceilings. Gourmet kitchen with slab granite, stainless
appliances including island with gas cooktop. Gorgeous master bed-
room with beautiful 5 pc. bath. Walk-out lower-level to exceptional
backyard patio with new remote-controlled natural gas firepit. Main-
level Trex-style deck with high end railing and stairs. See the virtual
tour at www.listingsmagic.com/23448. List price $495,000.

Black Forest, Woodmoor

Ready, Willing, and
Able to Fandle U Your
Real Estate Needs!

Email: andyellis@remax.net
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vice due to freezing of the lines.

There was also a discussion about the town possibly
receiving $30,000 from the state Clean & Green Home
Improvement Grant program. The town may be able to
offer up to $1,000 to help with repairs and improvements
that help the environment. The council noted that no deci-
sions could be made at this time regarding awarding of
these funds to Palmer Lake citizens. Some of this money
may be used in the future to help seniors living on limited
fixed incomes.

Two new business licenses approved
The board unanimously approved two new business

Piemo Lessons By Becky

« 31 years of teaching expertence
« Bachelors of Arts m Music

« King’s Deer area

o First Lesson is FREE!

ball 569-3631

Dr. Bud Gerathy

family dentistry

We care about you.
www.monumentfamilydentistry.com
325 Second St., Suite A
719-481-4949

-----

?sed\l"'e&

761 Hilltop Road, Palmer Lake—Price reduced! Nice custom
adobe-style home on 1-acre. Passive solar and radiant heat flooring.
Mother-in-law quarters plus guest house. 4 bd. 3 ba. $299,900!

17715 Radbourne Ct., Bent Tree—3.5 acres with outrageous views
of Pikes Peak and the USAFA. Huge home perfect for entertaining
with 5 bd, 5 ba, 3-car with RV bay. Sunroom, formal living and dining
areas, two family rooms, and updated kitchen. Unbelievable!
$650,000!

7he Raspberry XMountain 7eam

F at
B
B

Debbie Stein
(719) 234-1186 (oro)
(719) 244-0133 (cen)

Kathy Allen
(719) 234-1182 (o1o)
(719) 661-9863 (o)

www.debbiesellssoutherncolorado.com www.KathyAllen.net

licenses for Gehu Gonzales’ home-based handyman
business and the relocation of the Glass Guru business,
operated by DJ’s Home Improvements to 835 Highway
105 #B. The two new business licenses had been previ-
ously approved by the council at the Dec. 2 Town Council
Workshop.
The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
sfesieskesieseskeoskeskesiesk

Note: Gray, who had been on sick leave from the Nov. 11
meeting until this meeting, died on Dec. 26. See article on
page 1 for details of the memorial service held for Gray
on Jan. 3.

The next regular council meeting will be held on Jan.
13 at 7 p.m. in Town Hall. Information: www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us or call 481-2953.
Timothy Dorman can be reached at
timdorman@ocn.me. Jim Kendrick can be contacted at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Dec. 8 and 16

Board fine-tunes superintendent
search, celebrates awards

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer Board of Education held a special
meeting on Dec. § to examine the process for selecting a
new permanent superintendent early in 2011.

Colorado Association of School Boards (CASB) rep-
resentative Bob Cito was present to answer any detailed
questions about the process. Cito said that he had already
received application materials from three people, and a
number of attendees at the CASB conference the previous
weekend approached him to discuss the opportunity.

The application period closes in mid-January and
screening will begin Jan. 22, with interviews held on Feb.
11 and 12. Cito suggested that the board interview three
or four candidates.

Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman will take the
finalists on a tour of the facilities before the interviews.
Candidates could also speak with staff and administra-
tors on that day. Bauman will not be involved in the in-
terviews but could learn from their questions and report
to the board.

Cito said that if the board elects to include others
in the process, such as staff and community members,
the others should attend a training session on interview
procedures. In this way, they can formulate their own
questions to get the information they desire. He said that
anyone involved in the process should have a vote in the
outcome. Each candidate would spend about 1% hours
with each panel, and the interviewers would only com-
pare notes when the interviewing was complete. Cito said
that state law requires that the interviews be open.

Names of candidates would remain confidential
through the screening process, with the finalists made
public after background checks had been completed. If
there are out-of-state finalists, Cito would contact school
board association officials in their home location for ref-
erences and other background information.

Cito suggested that an open forum be held on the
evening of the interview day, allowing the community to
interact with the finalists. He said that the board would
prefer a multiyear contract with the selected candidate.

The final selection will be announced on Feb. 17.

Awards and grants celebrated
At its regular meeting on Dec. 16, the board recognized a
number of achievements by the district.

Above: The Colorado Department of Education’s
ceremony Dec. 9 to honor school districts accredited
with distinction.  Governor Ritter spoke as did
Commissioner of Education, Dwight Jones. Pictured
(L to R) Dr. Mark Hatchell, Supt., Academy School
District 20; Dwight Jones, Colorado Commissioner
of Education; Ted Bauman Supt., Lewis-Palmer
School District 38; Dr. Walt Cooper, Supt., Cheyenne
Mountain School District 12. Photo provided by D38

{E%=. ;s Join us foranRV
== p 2= Owner’s Clinic!

Sat., Jan. 22, 9 am
in Monument

What every RV owner

should know about their RV
Please RSVP to service@turbosrv.com
Or call (719) 487-9119

We'll cover some of the Top Maintenance Tips

e Appliances e Power
e Exterior e Preparing to
e Axles travel

Space is Limited!
Reserve your space today!

719-487-9119

Repairs onsite = Large inventory = Extended warranties
Certified & Insured

Above: Lewis-Palmer district principals display their
certificates announcing Accreditation with Distinction.
In the back row, left to right, are Interim Superintendent
John Borman, Gary Gabel, Lois Skaggs, Aileen
Finnegan, Peggy Parsley, and Chuck Stovall. In the
front row, left to right, are Julie Jadomski, Nancy Tive
(representing Monument Academy, not the principal),
and Caryn Collette. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Suite A in the West End Center
755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway)

“r Yoga »
Pathways

Studio

The Go-To Place in Tri-Lakes for Yogal
Daily Classes including Beginners,
All-Levels, Gentle & Private

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858




Saturday, January 8, 2011

Page 7

Superintendent Bauman said that
he had attended a ceremony at the Colo-
rado Department of Education earlier that
week to receive the accreditation with
distinction plaque earned by the district
this year. He said that only 17 of the over
140 districts in the state reach that level,
and that Lewis-Palmer scored in the top
3. He presented to the principals of each
school a framed certificate indicating the
accreditation.

In addition, Bauman presented to
each board member a sweatshirt made
by Deborah Goth featuring the colors of
both high schools.

The Lewis-Palmer Education Foun-
dation presented a grant of over $9,000
in support of 11 projects in the district,
involving eight schools. The founda-
tion is an independent, nonprofit group
organized by parents and students in
the district who recognize the need for
greater support for the classroom efforts
of students and teachers.

Teachers were required to submit
applications for the grant, describing
their project, the number of students im-
pacted, and the criteria used to evaluate
the results. Grants would be applied to
equipment, books, PE equipment, schol-
arships, and other items.

Georgina Gittins, a parent from
Bear Creek Elementary and chairperson
of the Adopt a Class program, acknowl-
edged a donation by the foundation to her
program. For a detailed list of the awards
or to make a tax-deductible donation or
volunteer, please go to Ipsdef.org.

Five students and a teacher from
Lewis-Palmer High School have been
selected to participate in the U.S.-Po-
land Parliamentary Youth Leadership
Exchange Program, sponsored by the

American Councils for International Edu-
cation. The program is administered by
the Bureau of Education and Cultural Af-
fairs of the State Department. Travel for
the students is provided and students will
stay with host families during the visit.
Participants will attend presentations
about their host country, participate in a
community service project utilizing small
grants in Poland, explore careers through
internships, take cultural excursions, and
attend a joint summer camp in Krakow

to develop ties and bonds between them-
selves and participants from other Ameri-
can schools. Students will spend the month
of June in Poland. Polish participants will
spend February in the U.S.

Planning Task Force update
Steve Stephenson, facilitator of the dis-
trict’s Planning Task Force, said that the
group consists of about 20 people, includ-
ing eight community members and some
district staff. The task force has been di-
vided into three work groups, addressing:

You'll love this open floorplan with sweeping views of
Pikes Peak from Great Room and Master Bedroom.
Only $244,000. Call Today!

appy New Homel

*  Ways and ideas to save money without
reducing staff

» Ideas to save money without reducing
instructional staff

* Ways in which the
generate revenue

*  Ways to restructure if faced with $2
million in budget cuts

The task force has spoken with coun-

terparts in Douglas County and School

Districts 20 and 49 about their proce-

dures. The task force will now analyze the

district can

Dellghtful dual master suite townhome fronts

to a park and playing field - Just $179,000!

o Select
MILWI"Q‘

Columbine Properties is your one-stop
source for real estate services covering
Colorado Springs to Castle Rock

— call Kim today!

Enjoy the good life in Cathedral Pines for only $799,000!
D20 schools and the ideal ranch floorplan with
akitchen to delight any chef - Call Soon!

Updated and upgraded throughout. New granite counters
and light fixtures, views of Pikes Peak, ideal D-20 location.
$319,950. Ready Now!

CALL KIM ROSSBACH (719) 330-3277 OR VISIT COLUMBINEPROPERTIES.COM

Jan Ual’y SpECiaIS Monument
Through January 30* 2011 Q w RAL

N Turn at
Stoplight

Don’t miss out on hundreds of products
on sale this month in addition to our
already Every Day Affordable Prices."

GR CERS.

Store Hours

Monday - Saturday Sunday
8:56 av - 8:04 e 10:56 am - 6:06 em

$3 OFF

Nature’s Plus

719-487-0448
655 Highway 105

Bulk Department
Tamari Almonds

>

—op

While Supplies Last Blister Eo

KAL Pack ==
- Shot-0-B12 @V =
@ =o

sele NATURALL 5ot ont e v
GR CERS.

(one coupon - per customer - per visit)
(coupon valid at Monument Store only)

2] %68
Omega3 Jr: ‘ 60+60 Sgels
Nt

S8 SOITERS

While Supplies Last

While Supplies Last

Annie Chun’s
Noodle or Soup Bowls

$1 each

530z-9.102z

See store for varieties

N N N N
Bring Your Own Bag
Join with Natural Grocers to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Please bring and reuse your own bags to carry your purchases.

Whi . Reusable totes available for sale.
ile Supplies Last
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Participating in the Poland exchange program are, left to right,
Lewis-Palmer High School teacher Karen Kennedy, John
Coats, Kourtney Guetlein, Josef LeBeau, Haley Midzor, Shane
Mobley, and Lewis-Palmer Principal John Borman. Photo by
Harriet Halbig

Give the gift
of music
withagift ~ impact of decisions on the dis-
certificate  trict and quality of education.

Stephenson said that the task
force has received all the in-
formation it asked of Bauman
and will make a presentation
on Feb. 3.
Other items

The board approved the au-
dit of Monument Academy,
commenting that the financial

Left: Following presentation of awards from the Lewis-Palmer
Education Foundation, (L to R) Foundation Vice President
Tonya Bjurstrom, Lewis-Palmer High School Principal John
Borman, Palmer Ridge High School Principal Gary Gabel,
Foundation Secretary/Treasurer Dodi Ferrante, Palmer Ridge
High School teacher Amy Gammell, and Lewis-Palmer Middle

School Principal Caryn Collette. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

dealings of the academy have
improved annually.

The board approved the
hiring of Lori Wagner, assis-
tant principal at Lewis-Palmer
High School, as the new direc-
tor of Assessment and Student
Achievement, effective July 1.
She will be replaced by a dean.

Director of Personnel and
Student Services Bob Foster re-

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

* For Children, Teens &
Adults

* Extended Office Hours
* Flexible Payment Plans

» Complimentary Exams

* Clear Braces, Invisalign &
Self Ligating Brackets

* Non-Extraction Approach

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737

www.hamulaorthodontics.com

By Candice Hitt

On Dec. 3, the Monument
Academy Board of Directors
announced the hiring of Dr.
Don Griffin as the school’s
executive director as of Dec.
1. Since July 2010, Grif-
fin had been serving as the
school’s interim executive
director.

Board President Tim
Reiman stated, “We felt Don
was the right person at the
right time to help our school

reach the next level.”

Griffin has over 25 years
1860 Woodmoor Drive #200 Monument, CO 80132

ported that the district has been
working with the Department of
Human Services and local law
enforcement to develop a docu-
ment detailing legal require-
ments and procedures. There is
now an official point of contact
at each location.

Board member Mark Pfoff
pointed out that teachers are
mandatory reporters in case of

of senior management experi-
ence. Since 2006, he had served
as CEO and president of the
Schuck Foundation in Colorado
Springs. He also is the author of a
business novel, “High Velocity.”
Monument Academy is a
public school of choice and is
the only charter school in Lewis-
Palmer School District 38. The
school was founded in 1996 as
a publicly funded, tuition-free
school with the purpose of pro-
viding small class sizes and high
academic standards and promot-
ing respect and responsibility.

suspected abuse of children.
He also said that members of
the district’s staff would not
tolerate misbehavior by other
staff. Training and background
checks for volunteers have been
increased.

Foster said that the district’s
School Resource Officer (SRO)
is doing his job well, being vis-
ible at all locations and interact-
ing with parents and students.
He is also coaching at the high
school level.

The board also approved several
routine items such as minutes of
past meetings, ratification of de-
layed starts and closures due to
weather and water main breaks,
appointment and resignation of
staff, lists of substitute teachers
and staff, and the Monument
Academy revised budget.
skeskeskeoskoskokoskokosksk
The Lewis-Palmer Board of
Education meets at 6 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month
at the district’s administration
building, 146 Jefferson St. in
Monument. The next meeting
will be held on Jan. 20.
Harriet Halbig can be reached
at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Monument Academy Board, Dec. 3

Monument Academy names
executive director

seokosk ok sk skokskosk

The next meeting will be at 7
p-m. Jan. 13. The Monument
Academy board generally meets
on the second Thursday of the
month at 7 p.m. in the school li-
brary, 1150 Village Ridge Point,
Monument. For information go
to www.monumentacademy.net
or call 481-1950.

Candice Hitt can be reached at

candicehitt@ocn.me.

Kiwanis Distributes
Dictionaries

Above: Monument Hill Kiwanis members (L-R) Russ
Broshous, Steve Stephenson, Ed Tomlinson, and Jim
Taylor help Kilmer Elementary K Kids distribute dictionaries
to Kilmer third graders. The club presented dictionaries
to 428 third graders in the six D38 elementary schools
plus St. Peter Catholic School. Photo by:Marian Taylor
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By Bernard L. Minetti

Before the official start of the Dec. 3 meet-
ing of the Future of Regional Transit Steer-
ing Committee, Lisa Bachman of the Lisa
Bachman P.R. Group reviewed the events
leading up to the meeting. She stated that
the Colorado Springs City Council had
commissioned this steering committee
and consultant firm AECOM to explore
the future of public transportation needs
in the Pikes Peak region.

Bachman said that considerations in-
clude environmental benefits, economical
feasibility, financial advantages, personal
opportunities, fuel savings, and the reduc-
tion of the carbon footprint of public types
of transportation. She emphasized that the
goals of the nine-month project were to
determine the role that the citizens want
for public transportation, to determine
a more stable local funding source or
sources, and to devise a better aligned and
comprehensive governance and funding
platform for the Pikes Peak region.

At this meeting of the committee, the
primary subject was future concepts con-
cerning governing and funding. Leading
the steering committee is Marc Snyder,
a member of the Manitou Springs City
Council. After the preliminary pro forma
agenda, Snyder reminded the public that
the committee meets at various sites
throughout the area on an intermittent ba-
sis to gather local input and to familiarize
committee members with the various lo-
calities and their transportation interfaces
in the Pikes Peak region.

Future of Regional Transit Steering Committee, Dec. 3

Committee explores regional public transit concepts

Consultant presents
transit findings
Scott Baker of AECOM presented his
firm’s findings through a PowerPoint
presentation concerning the attributes

and alternatives of the governance and
funding of future regional transportation.
The mission statement for this section is,
“Develop recommendations for a trans-
parent sustainable funding source and

representative governance model for an
accountable, affordable, efficient, effec-
tive, innovative, and inclusive regional
transit network.”
Based on this

statement, Baker
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glee camp

June 6-11
(elementary school)

June 13-18
(middle and high school)

Sarah Groh Studio
(719) 235-1646

sarahgrohcorrea@gmail.com ¢ G o Corea

Happy
New Year!

OFF one item
Excludes BOGO items. Through 1/31/11.

341 Front Street * Downtown Monument
(719) 488-2300 * Now Tues.-Sat. 9-5!

OPEN
HOUSE

Fri., Jan. 21
9am-=2 pm
All are welcome!

Come see all the amazing things our
students are doing in the classroom.

Do you have a preschooler

ready for kindergarten?
Screening for current families wishing to
enroll their students will be Jan. 20 and 21.
New Family Screening will be Jan. 28.
Call the office to schedule a time.

Call or visit to enroll

Fr. Don Brownstein
Pastor

Mary Hoffmann
Principal

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument ¢ www.ucsppr.org

Come and visit a school where school spirit
means more than a mascot.

further defined governance by
stating that it consisted of trans-
portation modalities and their re-
lationships to other government
agencies, and the composition
of any transportation board and
its relationship to the public. He
further explained the concept for
overall funding of the proposed
agency related to its economic
features, tax policy consider-
ations, and the overall practical
feasibility of any proposed au-
thority. The governance entity
or board must be transit-centric,
independent, and must sustain its
own continuity through grants,
contracts, etc., he said.

Baker said that the composi-
tion of the board should be small
enough to be effective and must
be representative of taxpayers,
transit riders, and the constitu-
ent jurisdictions it oversees. It
must be fully accountable to the
public; it must be transparent
and entirely representative of the
public. Members may be nonpo-
litical, appointed by an elected
authority, or they may be directly
elected by the constituents.

Baker stressed that funding
must be adequate for the desired
level of service and must have
reasonable protection from in-
flation, and the cash flow must
be sustainable (funding will
match the changing needs of
transit service in the Pikes Peak
region), stable, (funding will
not be susceptible to economic
downturns), and will not create
negative economic impacts.

Presently, Colorado Springs
controls the transit operations.
Baker suggested the possibil-
ity of a division of the county,
a division of the Pikes Peak
Regional Transit Authority, a
new and independent agency or a
new and independent governing
board to become the apex of the
regional public transit issues and
operations.

Snyder stated that more of
the public are asked to become
involved so that thoughts and
ideas may be absorbed by the
steering committee representa-
tives from the various juris-
dictions, municipalities, key
stakeholders, and communities
at large. He reminded everyone
that a time is always reserved for
public input.

Above: Scott Baker, AECOM representative, standing, explains
the study findings on funding and governance to the steering
committee. In the rear, from left, are committee participants

United Way

representative J.D. Dallagher,

Pikes Peak

Area Council of Governments representative Craig Casper,
Colorado Springs Economic Development Corp. representative
Jennifer Taylor, El Paso County Commissioner Dennis Hisey,
and steering committee leader Marc Snyder. On the far right
sitting in the rear and to the right of Baker is Metro Transit Study
Project Manager Andy Garton. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

The next meeting will be on Jan.
7 in Falcon. Further information
concerning the steering commit-
tee may be found at www.Futur
eofRegionalTransit.com. Febru-
ary’s meeting will be on Friday,
Feb. 4, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the
Fountain/Widefield area.

Public transit poll
As a follow-up to the meeting, on
Dec. 8 hundreds of citizens from
across the Pikes Peak region took
part in a discussion about the role
of public transit services in the
region and whether a new dedi-
cated funding and governance
model is needed. A telephone
town hall was conducted by
the Future of Regional Transit
study team. A random sample
of 40,000 residents was called
with more than 3,900 responses/
participants and more than 400
active participants

Craig Blewitt, director of
Mountain Metropolitan Transit
(MMT), and Ray Krueger, vice
chair of the study steering com-
mittee, led the telephone discus-
sion by providing information
about the study and answering
pertinent questions. Local ra-
dio reporter Mark Goldberg, of
Citadel Broadcasting, moderated
the discussion.

Topics discussed by the
panel during the telephone town
hall included the need for pub-
lic transit service in the region,
how current service is funded
and governed, and the need for
possible change to ensure transit
services are available in the fu-

ture. Four questions were posed
to participants who responded
through their touch-tone phones.
Responding to the survey ques-
tions was optional.

Survey Results
Question 1: Does the Pikes Peak
region need an improved public
transit system? (213 participants
voted) 84% voted yes.

Question 2: Do we need a more
stable funding source to ensure
public transit services are re-
sponsible to regional transpor-
tation needs? (149 participants
voted) 85% voted yes.

Question 3: In addition to the
support of farebox and adver-
tising revenues, how should the
region fund transit? (137 par-
ticipants voted) 26% said sales
tax should fund transit, 13% said
property tax should fund transit,
6% said payroll tax should fund
transit, 55% said should be fund-
ed by “other” means

Question 4: There are a number
of governance structures being
discussed. Which of the following
would you most support? (112
participants voted) 19% picked
the City of Colorado Springs—
the current governance model,
11% picked a division of the
county, 36% picked a division of
the Pikes Peak Rural Transporta-
tion Authority, 34% picked an
independent governing board.
Bernard Minetti can be reached
at bernardminetti@ocn.me.

PREMIER  VISION

SEE BEYOND YOUR LIMIES™

Fox Run Park’s own Alexander and
Elizabeth White, brother and sister, and
Tae Kwon Do students are frame-styled to
suit their very active lifestyles!

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF

Comprehensive Eye Exam

Must present coupon when service is provided.
May exclude some insurance plans.
Good through March 8, 2011.

e Children & Adult Eye Exams
e Laser Vision Consultant
« Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses

We Match Faces
and Frames!

488-9595

In Monument

Next to Monument Academy
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Authorized Oakley Dealer

Dr. William
Hallmark, O.D.
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By Jim Kendrick

Because Mayor Travis Easton and Trust-
ees Gail Drumm and Rick Squires were
not in attendance at the Dec. 6 Monument
Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting, Mayor
Pro Tem Rafael Dominguez recommend-
ed that the final board vote at the end of
the scheduled public hearing on the 2011
budget and appropriation be continued
until the next meeting on Dec. 20.

Dominguez also recommended that
the agenda item for discussion of the
proposal by the Pastimes homeowners
association to sell 10 acres of Preble’s
mouse habitat to the town for $50,000 be
continued until Drumm, a member of the
Pastimes HOA, was in attendance. The
board unanimously approved the pro-
posed delays.

2011 budget/appropriation

public hearings

Town Treasurer Pamela Smith stated that

all changes had been incorporated in the

final balanced 2011 budget she was pre-

senting. She noted that the budget must be

voted on at the next meeting on Dec. 20

in order for it to be presented to the state

before the Dec. 31 deadline. Some of the

budget assumptions Smith noted for 2011

were:

*  General fund revenues will increase
by 1.8 percent

* General fund expenditures will
decrease by 1.24 percent

* There will be no cost of living
increases for salaries and benefits

* Adjusted the increase in employee
health insurance policy cost from 20
percent to 15 percent

¢ Per the board’s request, $33,500 was
added for purchase of a police car

Monument Board of Trustees, Dec. 6

Public hearing held on 2011 budget, but final vote delayed

and $30,000 added for a new bucket
truck

* Adjusted the road maintenance
budget to $60,000 for asphalt repairs
and $50,000 for Old Denver Highway
maintenance

 Added $18,000 for Transit Loss
Model measurements for Monument
Creek water exchanges

 Added $23,000 for solar heat
modifications for the town water tank

*  Adjusted workers comp and property
liability insurance payments to recent
actual premium amounts

« Cut 20 percent from the town
donation budget

There were no comments from citizens

during these two public hearings. The

board unanimously approved continuation

of the votes on these two ordinances to

Dec. 20.

of Development Services, proposed an
amendment to the town code regarding
temporary uses and improvements to up-

date the existing language, add an intent
statement, remove the public hearing
requirements for a kiosk-oriented busi-

A
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Hair and N_ai.l..s_alaw

Happy New Year!

¢

i3 Need a new stylist?
4 Need a new look?

Athena is new to the area, but has
been in the business since ‘95. She is
working to establish a local clientele.
Call for other new client specials!

[
| Athena’s |
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1t | $15 OFF Cut w/Color
719-487-9845 790 Hwy 105 unit E, Palmer Lake I through 1/31/111 I
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The board unanimously
approved a resolution for cer-
tifying the town’s property tax
mill levy at the current 6.289
mills in 2011, which produce
$712,987 in revenues, an an-
nual increase of $13,922. Un-
der the TABOR amendment,
the town would be allowed to
increase the mill levy to 6.742
mills to raise $764,322. How-
ever, any increase in the tax
rate would have to be approved
by the voters before being put
into effect.

Amendment to
temporary use

ordinance approved
Tom Kassawara, director
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ness and replace it with an administrative
review process, create a permit process,
and add approval criteria. This amend-
ment does not affect current regulations
regarding farmer’s markets or address
fireworks sales.

The Planning Commission unani-
mously approved this proposed amend-
ment on Nov. 10. For more info, see
www.ocn.me/v10n12. htm#monpc.

Some of the changes added to the

code were:

Sections describing temporary use
permits and the permit process

A section with an intent statement

A section with approval criteria
Sections with specific information
on permit conditions, expirations,
renewals, and revocations

Sections on abandonment, exempt
activities, prohibited uses and
activities, natural disasters and

emergencies, and other uses
A section of the code that outlined the
public hearing process and requirements
for a business operating in a parking area
was removed.

The administrative staff review pro-
cess for temporary use permit applications
will now assess:

*  Conformance with the zoning code
and other town codes

*  Compatibility with  surrounding
properties and neighborhoods

*  Drainage, erosion control, and weed
control

»  Vehicular and pedestrian circulation

*  Provision of necessary services such
as electricity, sanitary facilities, and
refuse disposal

*  Assessment of excessive noise, light
pollution, glare, or traffic congestion

*  Whether the applicant has a business
license, if required

»  Significantimpacts to wildlife, natural
vegetation, existing landscaping, and
scenic, historic, or geologic features

* Provisions for site  cleanup,
restoration, and collection of a deposit
if necessary

There were no comments from citizens

during the public hearing. The board

unanimously approved the proposed

amendment.

Fee amendment approved
Rich Landreth, director of Public Works,

Call 719-460-6900 for a tour of the Preserve
and select from the outstanding lot choices to maich

your utmost desires for the HOME OF YOUR FUTURE!

For information,
call Carolyn at 488-5776.

proposed some changes to existing water

fees including:

* Anincrease in the water rate for bulk
water users of $1 per 1,000 gallons

* A change to the deposit for
construction meters that allow the
town to retain $50 from each deposit
to help fund the replacement of the
meters

*  The addition of a lien fee ($100)

* The deletion of duplicate fees for
meter checks

Jake Shirk, chief of police, proposed

changes to Police Department fees, in-

cluding:

*  The deletion of fees for services no
longer offered

* The addition of a fee for records
searches with copies to cover
redaction costs

* Adding a fee for local background
checks ($20 per hour)

These proposed fee changes were unani-

mously approved.

Staff reports
Smith reviewed the financial statements
through Oct. 31, 2010.

General fund revenues exceeded
the budgeted amount by 1.1 percent,
or $32,668. General fund expenditures
were less than budgeted by 3.7 percent,
or $111,308. The general fund exceeded
the budgeted amount by about $144,000,
which is down about $237,000 from Sep-

tember. This decrease is due to loan pay-
ments made in October.

Water fund revenues topped the
budgeted amount by 11.3 percent, or
$104,356. Water fund expenditures were
less than the budgeted amount by 14.3
percent, or $151,377. The water fund
exceeded the budget by $255,734, which
is up about $36,000 from September. Tap
fees have already exceeded the 2010 bud-
get by $18,000 due to more development
than projected.

The ancillary funds are within bud-
geted ranges.

Executive session
The board went into executive session
at 7:32 pm to discuss real estate negotia-
tions.

The meeting was adjourned imme-
diately after the conclusion of the execu-
tive session at 7:55 p.m.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at

Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Support
Our
Community.
Shop
Tri-Lakes!
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By Jim Kendrick

On Dec. 20, the Monument Board of
Trustees unanimously approved ordinanc-
es for the 2011 budget and appropriation
that had been continued from the previous
meeting on Dec. 6. The board also con-
sidered and then declined a proposal from
the Pastimes homeowner’s association to
sell 10 acres of Preble’s mouse habitat it
owns within this development to the town
for $50,000. This proposal had been con-
tinued due to the absence of Trustee Gail
Drumm, secretary of the Pastimes HOA,
on Dec. 6.

2011 budget/appropriation

public hearings

Pamela Smith, town treasurer, provided
a revised final budget to board members
that included new information on revenues
and the costs of employee benefits from
the past two weeks. About 20 employees
were present to observe whether the board
would take action on a previous proposal
by Trustee Rafael Dominguez to eliminate
a town retirement benefit that matches an
employee contribution to 401K accounts
up to 5 percent of the employee’s gross
salary. However, Dominguez did not for-
mally propose a reduction in this benefit
at this meeting.

After a short technical discussion
on details regarding specific line items,
the board unanimously approved the
ordinance for the 2011 budget and the
ordinance for the 2011 appropriation.
There were no public comments on either
ordinance.
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Monument Board of Trustees, Dec. 20

2011 budget approved

Pastimes’ offer of mouse
habitat declined

Catherine Green, town manager, provided
a brief history regarding a piece of vacant
property within the Pastimes development
that has been designated as Preble’s mouse
habitat and is owned by the homeowners
association. The Pastimes HOA first of-
fered the acreage to the town in 2006.
Town Attorney Gary Shupp reviewed
the proposal, but the board never voted
on it. Green said that the 2007 and 2008
budgets had a funded line item for the
proposed $50,000 offering price for this
land because it was a good price. This line
item was not funded in the 2009 or 2010
budgets. There have been three potential
buyers for this Pastimes mouse habitat
over the past four years.

The town was initially interested in
owning the land as potential substitute
mouse habitat to replace mouse habitat
needed to expand the Baptist Road inter-
change and extend Mitchell Avenue south
to Baptist Road. The interchange was
completed using other substitute habitat
and the Mitchell Avenue extension has
never been funded by the developers of
the Willow Springs Ranch and Forest
Lakes. Also, the town does not have a U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers 404 wetlands
permit, which is needed to “bank” mouse
habitat. The town does not need to own
the 10 acres in Pastimes to ensure that
it remains open space as required by the
town code.

Green noted that the Triview Metro-
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politan District does have a need for more
mouse habitat and does hold a 404 permit.
There are plans to start construction on
mouse habitat on the east side of Jackson
Creek Parkway opposite the O’Reilly
parts store on the southeast corner of the
Monument Marketplace. However, Triv-
iew is currently in negotiations to receive
a donation of a different, larger piece of
habitat so Triview is now less interested in
purchasing the Pastimes habitat.

Green added that the Colorado

Department of Transportation (CDOT)
always has a need to obtain additional
mouse habitat and is ready to make the
purchase from the Pastimes HOA because
of continuous construction of new roads.
As a general rule, each acre of undevel-
oped habitat used for road construction
has to be replaced by 2 to 2.5 acres of
substitute habitat.

After Green answered several ques-
tions by various trustees, there was con-
sensus that the town should not buy this
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Pastimes open space for $50,000 at this time.

Financial reports

The board unanimously approved three payments over

$5,000:

+  $114,216 to Triview Metropolitan District for October
sales tax ($108,439), November motor vehicle tax
($5,672), and Regional Building sales tax ($105)

e $29,315 to Dellenbach Motors for a new Chevrolet
Tahoe for the Police Department

«  $12,544 to LAWS and Astral Communications
for outfitting the new Chevrolet Tahoe with police
lighting, radios, etc.

Trustees” comments

Mayor Travis Easton stated that the Colorado Department

of Transportation had just announced that it is repaying

$3 million of the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Au-
thority debt of $21 million for the widening of Baptist

Road and the 1-25 Exit 158 interchange. He also encour-

aged board and staff members and the public to meet with

new District 1 County Commissioner-elect Darryl Glenn
at a question and answer open house in Monument Town

Hall on Jan. 15 at noon.

Easton reported that state Department of Local Af-
fairs officials had inspected the completed Third Street
project and sent a letter to the town reporting that all
phases of work met their standards. The letter also
thanked Director of Development Services Tom Kas-
sawara for his assistance and expertise in establishing
an administrative system that made it easy for them to
monitor the project.

Easton announced that the Pikes Peak Area Council
of Governments (PPACG) would be setting up the first
website in the state for active-duty military and veterans
as a single point of information for local, state, and na-
tional sources of assistance.

Staff reports
Rich Landreth, director of Public Works, discussed the
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Water Conservation Plan development grant awarded to
the town, Triview, and the Town of Palmer Lake to create
a state-approved joint water conservation plan. Approval
of the completed conservation plan may lead to eligibility
for other water grants in the future.

Landreth stated that the Triview’s A4 well, located
on Jackson Creek Parkway near the electrical substation
north of Ent Federal Credit Union, had been repaired and
is now back in service. Triview water consumption has
remained abnormally high after the summer peak due to
dry warm weather during October and November.

The contractor who is supposed to be removing the
old Police Department modular buildings on Washington
Street has had equipment problems that have delayed
project completion.

Police Chief Jake Shirk detailed the success of his
Santa on Patrol event on Dec. 18. He said that the com-
munity had poured out its support. Santa gave away 18
bicycles (donated by Dominguez), numerous other gifts,
and gift cards to hundreds of kids. See the Santa on Patrol
photos on page 29.

Shirk noted that a new online system will be installed
that allows citizens to download their traffic accident re-
ports through the Internet.

Green reported that Triview has hired Mark Carmel
as its new district manager. Carmel will be attending an
upcoming BOT meeting. She stated that “We are confi-
dent that Mark will help create a strong partnership be-
tween our two entities” as town staff department heads
begin to shift some of their Triview workload to Carmel.
Green added that she will be working on having town
and Triview water billing systems use the same computer
software, billing rates, payment envelopes, and increased
rates that penalize those who use a lot of water.

Green said that El Paso County is looking for match-
es for a Great Outdoors Colorado Grant to purchase the
entire Willow Springs Ranch parcel and turn it into a re-
gional park. The developer went bankrupt and one of the
two banks that foreclosed on the property has been taken
over by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

Kassawara reported that the town has issued 48 resi-
dential land use permits this year; 31 of these permits are
in Triview. He noted the list of administrative updates to
various parts of the town code that he is completing.

Kassawara said he has also been working with a
landscape architect on a streetscape conceptual design
for Second Street between Highway 105 and Beacon Lite
Road, including a design for a traffic circle at the Beacon
Lite intersection. There is not enough room to plant trees
in the existing easements on the north side of Beacon
Lite due to the narrow right of way along a portion of this
roadway. The town is attempting to contact the adjacent
property’s owner to obtain a new landscaping easement
for trees to be planted along the entire length of this
block.
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Above: About 20 members of the town staff attended
the Dec. 20 Monument Board of Trustees meeting
to see if Trustee Rafael Dominguez would formally
propose that the board eliminate the town match of
employee contributions to their 401K accounts. The
town currently matches the employee contribution
up to 5 percent of the employee’s gross salary.
Dominguez did not propose the retirement benefit
cut. Staff pay and benefits remained unchanged for
another year. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Green noted that there are no plans to install curb,
gutter, and sidewalk on the south side of Second Street,
“just a wall of trees that we can light up in the winter” that
will “lead somebody down that dead space until you get to
downtown.” Kassawara said that the cost of trees, irriga-
tion, and electricity for this block would be about $75,000.
Green added that the town would apply for inclusion of
this project in the PPACG 2035 Regional Transportation
Plan to be eligible to apply for future grants through the
state’s Transportation Improvement Plan.

Kassawara said there are no plans for the town to take
ownership of any portion of Highway 105 because CDOT
has already given away all the funding that was part of its
transfer of ownership program. The town had agreed to
take over the downtown portion of the highway if CDOT
gave the town $850,000. The state also has no money to
pay for any curb, gutter, or sidewalk improvements along
Highway 105 but will provide easements if the town pays
for them. However, the town has very little money for
capital improvements.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m.
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The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 17 at
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings are normally
held on the first and third Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 884-8017.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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By John Heiser

At its regular monthly meeting
Dec. 1, the El Paso County Water
Authority (EPCWA) gave guid-
ance to Assistant County Attor-
ney Cole Emmons in drafting a
revised establishing contract for
the water authority to complete
the merging of the functions of
the existing Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority (PPRWA) into
the EPCWA. Emmons noted that
since the founding of the EP-
CWA in 1996, the contract was
revised once, in 2007.

The members of the exist-
ing PPRWA are the Cherokee
Metropolitan District, the City of
Fountain, the Donala Water and
Sanitation District, the Town of
Monument, the Town of Palmer
Lake, the Triview Metropolitan
District, the Woodmen Hills
Metropolitan District, and the
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District.

All the members of the ex-
isting PPRWA are also members
of the EPCWA. Additional mem-
bers of the EPCWA are El Paso
County, the Colorado Centre
Metropolitan District, the Forest

El Paso County Water Authority, Dec. 1

Authority prepares revision to its governing document

of the member entities.
Mark Carmel, recently
appointed  manager  of
the Triview Metropolitan
District, expressed concern
that actions by the EPCWA
could financially obligate
his  district unless his
district withdraws from
the authority. Emmons told
Carmel that his district
would be obligated to pay
for everything approved up
to the day of withdrawal.
Emmons added that
financial obligations for
EPCWA projects would be
determined by the terms
of the associated project
participation agreements.
The EPCWA decided that
one year of non-payment
of the annual dues by a

member would result in
automatic withdrawal by the
member.

It was noted that the existing
PPRWA  must approve
transfer of its existing
projects to the EPCWA prior
to Dec. 31. The EPCWA

anticipates accepting
that transfer at its Jan. 5
meeting.

Other matters:
The EPCWA approved its
2011 budget based on the
following four-tiered annual
dues structure:
0-700 taps: $1,300
701-2000 taps: $2,950
2001-5000 taps: $3,700
5000+ taps: $4,450
Associatememberships:
$650
Some of the larger amounts

SCRIPTURE STUDIES

in the 2011 budget include
income of $102,250 and
expenses of  $102,219
budgeted for administration
of the Transit Loss Model
(TLM), income of $49,700
from membership dues,
$20,000 budgeted to pay
for the EPCWA manager of
which $2,000 is allocated

for administration of the
TLM, $15,000 budgeted for
legal services, and $10,000
budgeted for legislative
consulting. The beginning
fund balance as of Jan. 1 was
projected to be $83,964. The
ending fund balance as of
Dec. 31, 2011, was projected
to be $76,995.
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Lakes Metropolitan District, the

Fountain Mutual Irrigation Co.,

the Security Water and Sanita-

tion District, the Stratmoor Hills

Water and Sanitation District,

the Sunset Metropolitan District,

and the Widefield Water and

Sanitation District.

Some points covered during
the discussion:

* The name change to Pikes
Peak  Regional = Water
Authority is included in the
revision to the establishing
contract.

* The existing provision in
the contract for revising the
contract requires approval
by 80 percent of the boards
of the member entities.
Changes to the amendment,
powers, and termination,
withdrawal, and expulsion
paragraphs currently require
unanimous approval.
Emmons recommended
revising that to a simple
majority of the boards of
the member entities for
all changes. The EPCWA
decided to require approval
by the boards of two-thirds
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«  EPCWA manager Gary Barber reported that Peter
Nichols, attorney for the Lower Arkansas Water
Conservancy District and the Super Ditch Company,
is reportedly developing legislation that could
simplify conversion for municipal use of water made
available through rotating fallowing of farmland.

* Dana Duthie, general manager of the Donala Water
and Sanitation District, reported that the Colorado
River Water Availability Study produced by the
Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) has
received 700 rebuttals. The CWCB report concluded
that, depending on which climate change model is
picked, there are between zero and 900,000 acre-
feet of water available in the Colorado River. An
acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. If there is no water

available, that would put a stop to investigations into
bringing water from the Flaming Gorge Reservoir in
northwestern Colorado to the Rueter-Hess Reservoir,
a 70,000 acre-foot facility being constructed 3 miles
southwest of downtown Parker.

* Barber said that the Flaming Gorge assessment
task force within the Arkansas Basin Roundtable
is developing a list of questions and plans to meet
March 3.

*  Barber said he would send a request for information
to candidate law firms to see who is interested
in providing legal representation to the EPCWA.
Emmons suggested that expertise is needed in water
law and law covering governmental entities.

* Barber also said he and legislative liaison Dick

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, Dec. 15

Brown would submit proposals to provide services

during 2011.
* A nominating committee was formed to develop a

slate of officers for 2011.
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The El Paso County Water Authority normally meets on
the first Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m. at the El Paso
County Board Room in the County Office Building, 27 E
Vermijo St., Colorado Springs. The next meeting will be
held Feb. 2. The meetings are usually broadcast through
the El Paso County website at www.elpasoco.com.

The PPRWA website is www.pprwa.com.

The EPCWA website is www.epcwa.com.

John Heiser can be reached at johnheiser@ocn.me.

Water authority dissolves

By John Heiser

At the final monthly meeting of the Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority (PPRWA) on Dec. 15, the members
unanimously voted to complete the merger of the PPRWA
into the El Paso County Water Authority (EPCWA) and to
dissolve the PPRWA as of Dec. 31.

The members of the PPRWA are the Cherokee Met-
ropolitan District, the City of Fountain, the Donala Water
and Sanitation District, the Town of Monument, the Town
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contact Lorraine (719) 481-1950 ext. 1240
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of Palmer Lake, the Triview Metropolitan District, the
Woodmen Hills Metropolitan District, and the Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation District.

All the PPRWA members are also members of the
EPCWA. Additional members of the EPCWA are El Paso
County, the Colorado Centre Metropolitan District, the
Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, the Fountain Mutual
Irrigation Co., the Security Water and Sanitation District,
the Stratmoor Hills Water and Sanitation District, the
Sunset Metropolitan District, and the Widefield Water
and Sanitation District.

Transition
In 2011, the EPCWA will take over the existing PPRWA
projects and change its name to the PPRWA.

Donala General Manager Dana Duthie, who is also
the treasurer for the current PPRWA, said any remaining
PPRWA funds at the end of the year will be refunded to
the PPRWA members in proportion to dues paid. As of
Nov. 30, the fund balance stood at $24,851.

Dick Brown, the current PPRWA’s legislative liaison,
will apply to become the EPCWA’s legislative liaison.

Gary Barber, manager of the current PPRWA and
EPCWA, will continue as the manager of the EPCWA.

Rick Fendel, PPRWA’s attorney, reported that he is
preparing participation agreements for the PPRWA proj-
ects that are being transitioned to the EPCWA.

The PPRWA unanimously voted to fund Fendel’s
work to complete the transition of the two projects to the
EPCWA.

Manager’s report
Barber reported that Peter Nichols, attorney for the
Lower Arkansas Water Conservancy District and the
Super Ditch Company (SDC), is reportedly developing
legislation that could simplify conversion for municipal
use of water made available through rotating fallowing
of farmland.

Fendel noted that the approved non-binding term
sheet between the existing PPRWA and the SDC an-
ticipated that the SDC would pursue conversion of water
rights through water court. He said, “We need to talk to
them about that.”

Fendel added that the proposed changes in the law
could “make it so easy to lease water to municipalities,
that is what everyone will want to do.”

Duthie said the purpose would be to stop farmers

Above: The last meeting of the original PPRWA.
Pictured (L to R): Attorney Rick Fendel, Cherokee
Metropolitan District interim  manager Sean
Chambers, legislative consultant Dick Brown,
Town of Palmer Lake representative Max Stafford,
Triview Metropolitan District manager Mark Carmel,
Donala Water and Sanitation District manager
Dana Duthie, City of Fountain representative
Curtis Mitchell, Town of Monument representative
Rich Landreth, PPRWA Manager Gary Barber,
Woodmen Hills Metropolitan District manager Larry
Bishop, and City of Fountain Utility Director Larry
Patterson. Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District
manager Jesse Shafer arrived after the photo was
taken. Photo by John Heiser.

from selling their land and water rights to municipalities.
Barber said it is important to discuss it with SDC

representatives. He encouraged them to “treat the SDC as

partners, not adversaries.”

Barber distributed copies of slides from a Dec. 9
presentation by Jason Mumm, founder and president of
StepWise Utility Advisors. Some highlights from those
slides:

*  Price exploitation was rampant in early monopoly
enterprises, like railroads and utilities.

* Businesses carried out under the authority of a
public grant of privileges, such as railroads and
utilities, are “affected with a public interest,” which
was established as a legal criteria for government
regulation in 1877.
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Above: (L to R): City of Fountain representative
Curtis Mitchell, Donala Water and Sanitation
District manager Dana Duthie, and Town of
Monument representative Rich Landreth express
their appreciation to PPRWA Manager Gary Barber
(standing) for his work on behalf of the authority.
Photo by John Heiser.

e Court cases established the standard of a fair return
on the value of the property used at the time it is being
used to render the service. Fees charged by utilities

must be reasonably related to the costs, rationally
based, consistently applied, fairly calculated, and
without extraordinary concessions.

Barber said that, based on those principles, Colorado
Springs Utilities (CSU) is not allowed to be arbitrary, ca-
pricious, or unreasonable in setting the rates it charges for
use of its infrastructure, including the Southern Delivery
System (SDS) that is scheduled to be completed in 2016.
He cited as problematic the 50 percent rate surcharge sug-
gested by CSU. He added that Tri-Lakes area ratepayers
might challenge the costs being passed through to them.

Mark Carmel, recently appointed manager of the
Triview Metropolitan District, expressed concern with
the costs associated with the proposed use of SDS. He
also said he was concerned that Triview will be asked
to trade its present water rights for a temporary annual
supply.

Barber, who is also the interim executive director of
the Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood Control, and Gre-
enway District, reported that, based on his recommenda-
tion, the Fountain Creek district has decided to look for
a full-time executive director. Currently, the Fountain
Creek district can afford at most $60,000 for the position.

When SDS is completed, the district will receive the bulk
of the $50 million pledged by Colorado Springs as part of
its SDS agreement with Pueblo County.

Barber also reported that the Fountain Creek district
is looking at a $37,500 proposal from Summit Econom-
ics, headed by David Bamberger, to develop a report
identifying El Paso County stormwater issues and ways
to address those issues. Colorado Springs has committed
to cover $20,000 of the cost. Sources for the remainder of
the cost are being sought.

skokskskokokskokskk

The El Paso County Water Authority normally meets
on the first Wednesday of each month. The next regular
monthly meeting of the EPCWA will be held Jan. 5 at 9
a.m. at the El Paso County Board Room in the County
Office Building, 27 E Vermijo St., Colorado Springs.
The meetings are usually broadcast through the El Paso
County website at www.elpasoco.com.

The PPRWA website is www.pprwa.com.

The EPCWA website is www.epcwa.com.

John Heiser can be reached at johnheiser@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board, Dec. 9

Water conservation plan studied

By Candice Hitt
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board of Direc-
tors discussed a water conservation plan at the Dec. 9
regular board meeting. Long aware of the need to use
water resources wisely, the district is drafting a formal
conservation plan with the assistance of Rocky Wiley of
Tetratech.

Wiley gave a presentation of the conservation plan
to board members. While the Colorado Conservation
Board does not require a formal plan, the district would
like to have one in place. When complete, the plan will
be reviewed by board members and made available to the
public for feedback prior to adoption by the district.

The board also has met with Bill Ray, the district’s

public relations consultant, to develop a community out-
reach strategy. With a goal of educating citizens about
water use and conservation methods, the board is plan-
ning to launch a public outreach program in early 2011.
Assistant Manager Randy Gillette emphasized the
need to educate consumers on conservation and con-
servation techniques, stressing consumer-accessible
conservation plans and development of a booklet for new
customers illustrating the district’s efforts to conserve.
The water district’s website will change to include the
outreach program along with consumer water conserva-
tion tips. No final decisions have been made on the plan.
seokoskskokskoskoksksk

The next Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board meeting

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, Dec. 14

Treatment plant budget rises for 2011

By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 14, the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility
Joint Use Committee (JUC) held a public hearing and then
approved the facility’s 2011 budget and appropriation.

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as a separate public
utility and is jointly owned, in equal one-third shares,
by the Monument Sanitation District, Palmer Lake
Sanitation District, and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District. The three-member JUC acts as the board of the
facility and consists of one director from each of the three
owner boards.

Total budgeted expenditures are expected to increase
from $695,000 for 2010 to $892,765 in 2011. However, the
actual 2010 facility budget now estimates that total expen-
ditures for 2010 will only be $632,525. The total facility
costs for each district in the 2011 budget are: $216,682 for
Monument, $184,903 for Palmer Lake, and $491,180 for
Woodmoor.

Some of the projects that the 2011 budget funds are:

* Research and administration for a new five-year
discharge permit

*  Pilot study for phosphorus removal technology

*  Construction of a new storage building

* Removal of 450 dry tons of biosolids from the

facility’s sludge lagoon
« Jet rod cleaning of inlet lines between the district
metering vaults and the facility
See www.ocn.me/v10nll.htm#juc for more details of the
approved 2011 budget.

District manager reports
Monument Sanitation District Manager Mike Wicklund
reported that a directional drilling firm was installing new
Qwest fiber-optic lines from downtown Monument under
the railroad tracks and along Mitchell Avenue to the Syn-
thes plant. The new fiber-optic communications conduit
and cable will cross all three owner district and Tri-Lakes
facility collection lines in four places. Wicklund will
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will be held on Jan.13 at 1 p.m.
Candice Hitt can be reached at candicehitt@ocn.me.
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be personally observing the progress of
the contractor’s installation and require
potholing at each location where any
sewer lines are crossed to make sure the
boring head does not get deflected down-
ward to damage or penetrate the crossed
sewer lines.

Assistant District Manager Randy
Gillette briefly discussed an unprec-
edented occurrence of a very high con-
centration of organic waste products in
the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District’s collected wastewater. There was
a lengthy technical discussion of possible
causes of the individual concentrations
that spiked to a level eight to nine times
higher than average in certain collection
lines and recommendations regarding
the analysis of the flow’s organic content.
There has been no recurrence of this epi-
sode of very strong, highly concentrated
organic waste.

Once the probable cause and source
of the anomalously high concentrations
of waste have been identified, a process
of public education will be initiated. Re-
peat occurrences of a discharge event that
could cause the facility’s biologic nutrient
removal and associated waste treatment
processes to shut down if not detected
promptly could lead to a significant en-
vironmental spill of hazardous materials.
Wicklund noted that the Tri-Lakes facility
will have to impose substantial fines on
the person or entity causing such a poten-
tially dangerous wastewater discharge.

Plant manager report

Some of the monthly items Burks dis-

cussed were:

* None of the November monthly
effluent test results reported to the
state was close to any discharge permit
limit as a result of the wastewater
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concentration spike incident.

* He had received a state matching
grant reimbursement of $622 for
installation of the recent addition to
the facility’s security system.

*  The November copper concentration
in the facility’s effluent was 5.9
parts per billion (ppb), less than the
proposed average permit limit of 8
ppb and the individual test limit of
11.7 ppb.

Some of the items Burks reported regard-

ing 2010 plant operations were:

* There were no discharge permit
violations.

*  The plant will treat about 455 million
gallons of wastewater.

*  The plant will remove about 836,000
pounds of 848,000 pounds of biologic
oxygen demand waste, an efficiency
of 98.7 percent. The discharge permit
limit is 85 percent.

*  The plant will remove about 934,000
pounds of 955,000 pounds of total
suspended solids, an efficiency of
97.8 percent. The discharge permit
limit is 85 percent.

* In contrast, the plant will remove
about 144 pounds of only 172 pounds
of potentially dissolved copper, an
efficiency of 83.7 percent. There is no
percentage limit for copper.

The meeting adjourned at 11:17 a.m.

skt skt skok

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m.

on Jan. 11 at the Tri-Lakes facility lab

building, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings
are normally held on the second Tuesday

of the month. Information: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Sanitation District, Dec. 16

Wakonda Hills collection
system completed

By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 16, Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict Manager Mike Wicklund noted that
installation of all the new sanitary sewer
collection lines in Wakonda Hills had been
completed and that the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act sign had been taken
down on Dec. 14. The only remaining
item for this part of the project was some

reseeding that will be done in the spring.
There will be one more payment to Bran-
nan Corp., with the district paying about
$8,000 of it that is not covered by the $2
million in federal stimulus funding.
Wicklund also stated that the two
new Wakonda Hills lift stations had been
completed and placed in operation. He
noted that the district would soon receive

Feb. 28, 2011.
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an invoice for about $180,000
from T. Lowell Construction
for installation work. Wicklund
said there would be one more
invoice from T. Lowell for about
$40,000. Some trees will not be
planted at the lift stations until
this spring.

Wicklund received a round
of applause from the board for
managing construction of these
two projects, totaling about $2.4
million, to completion on time at
the estimated cost.

Wicklund also noted that to-
tal tap fees for 2010 through Dec.
16 were $96,100. Synthes North
America will be paying a tap fee
of about $42,000 for expansion
of its new production facility,
though the payment may not be
received by Dec. 31. The amount
budgeted for 2010 tap fees was
considerably less—$50,000.

2011 budget approved
The board unanimously ap-
proved resolutions for adopt-
ing the 2011 budget and 2011
appropriation. The district has
no debt, so there was no resolu-
tion to approve for certifying
a mill levy for 2011. Budgeted
operating costs are expected to
increase from $480,319 in 2010
to $499,092 in 2011. Budgeted
operating income is expected to
rise from $473,950 to $494,558.
The district’s budgeted total
year-end balance will drop from
$219,319 to $142,523, due most-
ly to much higher than expected
costs for sludge removal at the
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility.

Wicklund said that the
Joint Use Committee had ap-
proved the 2011 budget for the
Tri-Lakes facility on Dec. 14,
including the amount the dis-
trict will have to pay for facility
operations. The district’s final-
ized share of Tri-Lakes facility
costs is listed as an expense in
the district’s 2011 budget.

The board also approved a
resolution to continue holding
its meetings at 7 p.m. on the
third Thursday of the month.

JUC report
Wicklund reported a problem
noted by the Tri-Lakes facility
staff that resulted in a very high
biological oxygen demand from
very strong waste delivered by

the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District. He noted that Facil-
ity Manager Bill Burks had said
that Woodmoor’s average waste
concentration nearly doubled
over a three-day period, requir-
ing continuous blower operation
to allow the aerobic bacteria to
consume the waste, which was
about as concentrated as blood or
milk. Without continuous blower
operation to speed up digestion
of this added waste, the plant
could have had a major upset due
to the additional mass of waste
smothering the facility’s aero-
bic bacteria. The prompt expert
response of the facility staff to
rapidly rising ammonia concen-
trations ensured that there was
never a concern about exceeding
any discharge permit limits.

Burks and Woodmoor oper-
ators are investigating the cause
of the incident.

Nutrient regulation
changes may be delayed

On Dec. 15, the district was noti-
fied that the state’s Water Quality
Control Division director recom-
mended that the Colorado Water
Quality Control Commission
approve a nine-month delay for
its previously scheduled June
hearing on setting tightened
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state phosphorus and nitrogen
limits for wastewater treatment
facility discharge permits. This
hearing delay will allow for fur-
ther studies on the relative cost
effectiveness of various types of
treatment by the Colorado Water
Resources and Power Develop-
ment Authority, which adminis-
ters state loans to Colorado water
and wastewater utilities.

The authority asked for the
delay at the Dec. 13 commission
meeting so that it could complete
its study in order to learn how to
evaluate capital plant expansion
proposals from districts seeking
low-cost state loans.

The authority study, which
will cost about $400,000,
will try to determine a scien-
tific basis for evaluating which
streams are most in need of
treatment and which technolo-
gies work best in the state’s
eight geographic  regions.
Current capital cost estimates
from consultant Tetra Tech En-
gineering for expansion of the
Tri-Lakes facility range up to
$50 million for different types
of currently feasible additional
tertiary  phosphorus/nitrogen
treatment equipment. How-
ever, none of these proposed
feasible expansion options will
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satisfy current EPA demands
on the state Health Department
for increased total phosphorus/
nitrogen removal.

Jim Kendrick, Operations,
explained the current technical
and procedural aspects of each
of the various discharge permit
issues. The Tri-Lakes facility
will have to significantly expand
the number and types of tests it
performs on its effluent and on
Monument Creek water above
and below the facility’s effluent
discharge location. This infor-
mation is necessary to have a
sufficient database of current
year-round ecological infor-

mation for future commission
stream impairment hearings.
Kendrick noted that the
data that will be collected will
scientifically document that the
lack of “ripple and cobble” in
the sandy bottom of Monument
Creek and the rip-rap stormwa-
ter control installations along the
creek bank that displace normal
vegetation are the real cause of
lack of invertebrate aquatic life
in the scoured bottom of Monu-
ment Creek. Without this data,
the Water Quality Control Divi-
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sion and/or EPA may come to
a false conclusion based on the
creek’s current “substandard”
multi-metric index that “pollu-
tion” from the Tri-Lakes facility
is causing aquatic life impair-
ment, when in fact the creek
bottom has been scoured clean
by natural recurring stormwater
events and the creek banks have
been intentionally defoliated by
another government agency to

install rip-rap rock reinforce-
ment to limit flood damage.
Kendrick also noted that the
Water Quality Control Commis-
sion accepted all the recommen-
dations made by environmental
statistics expert Tim Moore
regarding the methods to be used
for multi-metric indexing of var-
ious disparate aquatic life statis-
tics throughout the state. This is
the third time in a single year that

Praying all our neighbors have a happy and peaceful 2011!
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Women’s Bible Study with Beth Moore
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all of Moore’s recommendations
have been completely accepted
by the state Health Department.
Wicklund noted that the hiring of
Moore was money well spent by
the district and Tri-Lakes facility
for ensuring that sound science
will be used in the future to set
discharge permit limits.
Wicklund noted that Monu-
ment is still the only small
district represented at the eight

to 10 Health Department work
group meetings held in Denver
each month and that Kendrick
has been effective in getting the
Water Quality Control Commis-
sion to acknowledge the pro-
found economic and technical
challenges small districts face
in responding to hearings, much
less meeting proposed tighter
EPA and state discharge restric-
tions.

The meeting adjourned at 8:

30 p.m.
seskstesfe sk kokoskok

The next regular meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. on Jan. 20 at the
district conference room, 130
Second St. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the third Thursday
of the month. Information: 481-
4886.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at

Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Dec. 1

2011 budget approved;
Chief Edwards resigns

By Jim Kendrick

The final Donald Wescott Fire
Protection District board meet-
ing of 2010 was held on Dec.
1. The board unanimously ap-
proved the 2011 budget and mill
levy. Director Dennis Feltz did
not attend the meeting.

Chief Jeff Edwards submit-
ted a letter of resignation as of
Dec. 31, based on being declared
100 percent disabled for military
service by the Veterans Admin-
istration due to incurable Stage
4 pancreatic cancer. He recom-
mended that Assistant Chief
Vinny Burns be appointed to
replace him.

Edwards thanked the board
for its continuing support for him
and his family throughout his
treatment. Board President Scott
Campbell reluctantly accepted
his letter, saying he will continue
to be a part of the district, “We
just can’t pay you.” Edwards
said he cannot receive any pay
as a condition of his 100 percent
military disability status.

2011 mill levy, budget,

and appropriation
The board unanimously certified
the district mill levy of 7.0 mills,
which will generate $1,846,482
in property tax revenue, an in-
crease of about $30,000 from

2010. The board also unani-
mously approved the 2011 bud-
get, as finalized at the Nov. 17
board meeting.

The 2010 end of year fund
balance that will be rolled over
as the starting balance for 2011
is budgeted at $916,035, down
from $1,511,121 at the end of
2009. Total 2011 expenditures
are estimated at $1,783,892. Total
revenue in 2011 is expected to be
$2,018,582, down about $60,000
from 2010.

The 2011 budget maintains
current staffing levels and funds
for operation of the new Station
3 on Highway 83 at Stagecoach
Road during the final quarter
of 2011, the new maintenance
agreement for  professional
maintenance of the district’s IT
equipment, and the new staff pay
scale that is based on merit and
education.

Chief’s report

Edwards reported:

e The district had 116 runs
in November, including
a call for a grass fire in
Black Forest. There were no
firefighter injuries.

 Five Wescott firefighters
were to attend the annual
leadership conference in
Keystone.
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*  The district received a state
matching contribution of
$90,000 for the Wescott
volunteer firefighter pension
fund.

e The district sent a check
for $90,000 to Central
States Fire Apparatus of
Lyons, S.D., a division of
Rosenbauer America, to
reserve the chassis for the
new type 3 pumper that
was recently purchased
from Max Fire Apparatus of
Castle Rock.

*  The district has received all
the new computer hardware
purchased to  upgrade
the district’s information
technology systems. It will
be installed by the end of
December.

* Campbell added that there
are no plans to resume
consolidation  discussions
with Black Forest Fire
Rescue Protection District at
the present time due to that
district’s financial problems
with  meeting full-time
staffing expenses.

The board went into executive

session at 7:30 p.m. to discuss

personnel matters and negotia-
tions with the City of Colorado

Springs.

After the executive session,
the board unanimously approved
Burns as Edwards’ replacement.

skeskeskeoskoskoskoskoksksk

The next meeting will be held

at 7 p.m. on Jan. 26 at 15415

Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are

normally held on the fourth

Wednesday of the month at Sta-

tion 1. For more information, call

488-8680.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Support
Our
Community.
Shop
Tri-Lakes!




Saturday, January 8, 2011

Page 21

By Bernard L. Minetti
At the Dec. 8 meeting, the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Directors
reviewed and approved the pro-
posed 2011 district budget. Dur-
ing the review, Treasurer John
Hildebrandt mentioned some of
the items of interest. He indi-
cated that the total budgeted op-
erating revenue for 2011 would
be $4,012,985 as opposed to
$4,062,684 for the 2010 budget.
This is a reduction of $49,699
from 2010.

Some of the reduced line
items include fire inspection rev-
enue with an $8,000 reduction,
specific ownership taxes with a
$46,903 reduction, and interest
on deposits with a $9,000 reduc-
tion due to lower interest rates.
Ambulance revenue is forecast
to increase $30,000, and prop-
erty tax revenue is expected to
increase by $7,204.

Hildebrandt noted that
the 2011 budgeted expenses of
$4,155,861 exceed budgeted in-
come of $4,012,985 by $49,699.
He said that the difference would
come from reserve funds. The
board then approved the budget.

Hildebrandt said that the
mill levy remained at 8.5 mills.
The board subsequently ap-
proved this levy. Additionally,
the treasurer requested approval
of a 5 percent increase on ambu-
lance revenues, which the board
approved. He also reported that
as of November, the district had
received 91.66 percent of the
budgeted property tax revenues,
85.65 percent of the budgeted
specific ownership taxes, and
113.63 percent of the budgeted
ambulance revenues. Total rev-
enues for the year to date were
99.26 percent of the budgeted
amount. The salary overage was
reduced from 5.27 percent and
7.99 percent in September and
October to only 4.44 percent in
November. All equipment lease
payments for the year were paid.
Overall expenses were 1.31 per-
cent over budget.

Fire Chief Robert Denboske
presented the 2011 board meet-
ing schedule and the meeting
location change to the board

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board, Dec. 8

Directors approve slightly smaller 2011 budget

for approval. The schedule and
the new meeting location were
approved by the board. The
scheduled meetings will be held
in the district’s administration
center at 166 Second Street in
Monument instead of at Fire Sta-
tion 1. The meetings for January
through October of 2011 will
take place on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. The last two
meetings will be on Nov. 16 and
Dec. 7. All meetings will begin
at 7 p.m.

The training hours for the
district consisted of 20 total
class/training sessions. Total
training hours were 58.5, with
361 personnel training hours
accumulated for the month. Of
those personnel training hours,
232 were Fire/All Hazard Spe-
cific, 106 were EMS specific
personnel training hours, and the

remaining 23 personnel hours
were physical training sessions.

Fire sprinkler

lesson No. 2
Board President Charlie Pocock
read lesson No. 2 of the fire
sprinkler series into the record
and for media publication:
“Home Fire Sprinklers or no
Sprinklers - Article 2
Before addressing
the advantages and
disadvantages of home
sprinkler  systems  we
should define the type of
systems being considered,
and how they may differ
from systems installed in
commercial applications.
Each home sprinkler
head is activated by a rise in
temperature, not by a central
alarm or smoke detector.
Generally, one sprinkler

head is sufficient for each
room, with the intent of
allowing occupants time
to escape. In 90 percent of
the tests, one sprinkler head
was sufficient to extinguish
the fire. Also in most tests,
less than 250 gallons of
water was  discharged
compared to over 800

gallons usually discharged
by responding fire
departments.  Inadvertent
sprinkler  discharge s
always a possibility and
we’ll discuss this later when
we talk about insurance
costs and savings.

In El Paso County,
plastic pipes are okay
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for home sprinkler systems. Back-
flow preventers and over-pressure
preventers are subject to local code
requirements and how the system
is installed. No periodic testing or
maintenance should be required.
Sprinkler systems would only be
required in inhabited spaces and not
required in attics, garages, crawl
spaces or unfinished basements. The
sprinkler system is not required to be
tied into smoke detectors, fire alarm
systems or have outside flashing
lights or alarms.

The sprinkler system must be
capable of operating for 10 minutes.
This is not a problem if the home is
serviced by a public water system, but
it is a problem if the home is serviced
by a well, but most well systems use
a pressure accumulator, which can
provide 10 minutes of pressurized
water flow. In our area, anti-freeze
protection is a problem that still needs

good resolution; several methods are
currently under study.

Presently new home construction
costs average between $115 and $140
per square foot and a sprinkler system
is estimated to add about $1.61 per
square foot or about $4,025 for an
average home of 2,500 square feet.”

The board adjourned its open meeting and
entered into executive session to discuss
personnel matters.
stesk skoskeok stk skok
The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District Board meeting will be held
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Administration Center at 166 Second St.
in Monument. For further information re-
garding this meeting, contact Fire District
Administrative Assistant Jennifer Martin
at 719-484-0911.
Bernard Minetti may be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Above: Board members at the final meeting of 2010 (L - R): John Hildebrandt,
Rod Wilson, Bill Ingram, Charlie Pocock, Barbara Kelly, Roger Lance, and Bruce
Fritzsche. In the foreground (L - R): bookkeeper Linda Ousnamer, Fire Chief
Robert Denboske, Battalion Chief Mike Dooley, and Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Martin. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Be safe when using your fireplace

Fire Marshal Curtis Kauffman of the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
has provided the following information on
fireplace safety:

The winter cold is here, and it’s time
to think about you and your family’s safe-
ty in using your fireplace. The National
Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA)
latest U.S. home heating fire report says
that wood-burning stoves and fireplaces
caused an estimated 15,200 creosote
fires, resulting in four civilian deaths, 17
civilian injuries, and $33 million in direct

By Harriet Halbig
Director W. Lee Murray, director of Com-
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property damage on average each year
from 2004-08.

Chimney sweeping, cracks, faults,
and structural damage are not vis-
ible from the outside. Have your chimney
cleaned and inspected at least once a year
by a certified professional chimney sweep
company. During a chimney sweep, creo-
sote and obstructions are removed, such
as leaves, branches, or bird nests, and they
also look for any other problems within
the system.

Safety tips: Keep anything that
burns at least three feet from the fireplace
or wood-burning stove. Make sure your
fireplace has a sturdy screen to prevent
sparks from flying into the room or logs
from rolling out onto the floor. Make sure
you have a cap with screen installed at
the top of the chimney to prevent debris
or animals from blocking the chimney.
Never leave a fire unattended. Install
smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside
each sleeping area and on every floor.
Install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms on

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board, Dec. 15

Board discusses improvements to common areas,
upcoming election

mon Areas, reported to the Woodmoor
Improvement Association Board of Direc-
tors on Dec. 15 that all approved repairs
and replacements of signs for the common
areas and entrances to Woodmoor had
been completed. He said that a number of
people had contacted him to request more
trails in the community.

Vice President Jim Hale reported that
he and the nominating committee had met
and discussed the printing of ballots and
envelopes for the January election. He said
that due to a schedule conflict, the League
of Women Voters will be unable to serve
as the agents to oversee the election and
count the ballots.

The League was requested to serve
in that capacity at last year’s election due
to the controversy involved. The board
agreed, however, that it would be wise to
continue to have individuals from outside
the community count the ballots. Direc-
tors discussed the possibility of involving
an accounting firm or other local business.
Hale offered to consult the association’s

attorney for advice.

President Chuck Maher said that the
board has made progress in reviewing the
association’s legal documents and hopes
to present them at the annual membership
meeting in January.

Mabher reported that new hardware
and software had been installed in the
association office, but that the telephone
system remains a problem. Bids have been
sought for a new system.

New budget to be posted on

website
Treasurer Nick Oakley said that the asso-
ciation remains below budget for the year.
He said that the 2011 budget presented and
approved at this meeting would be posted
on the website immediately. The dues for
each lot will increase by $6 for 2011.

Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen
reported that all officers have now com-
pleted their weapons training and that two
are now certified as trainers. He said that
the officers are preparing a 2006 Jeep for
sale so that it may be replaced. The board
approved a motion to advertise the vehicle
on Craigslist and specified a minimum ac-
ceptable bid.

Director of Architectural Control
Anne Stevens-Gountanis reported that 23
projects were initiated in November. One
involved the installation of a new type of
steel roof with a rubber membrane. She
said the roof was approved as a one-time

every floor. Maintain smoke alarms and
CO alarms; change the batteries at least
once a year, preferably twice a year. Never
place hot ashes in a combustible container,
always place ashes in a non-combustible
container with a tightly fitting lid and
place away from the home.

Additional information may be
obtained from the NFPA website at
NFPA.org and from the Hearth, Patio &
Barbecue Association at HPBA.org.

experiment. It is a 50-year roof as required
by the association, but the committee
wishes to see how it ages before adding it
to the list of approved materials.

Forestry Liaison Carolyn Streit-Car-
ey reported that the FireWise organization
said Woodmoor exceeded its requirements
for membership in 2010. These require-
ments included offering a free risk-reduc-
tion event (a chipping day) and spending
more than $2 per resident on the program.
She also reported that caps and badges
have been ordered for forestry volunteers.

Mabher reported that the association
has been contacted by Qwest for permis-
sion to install underground lines along the
median of Fairplay from Higby Road to
Caribou. He is waiting for further details.
Stevens-Gountanis suggested that the as-
sociation ask Qwest to put down gravel in
the median so that a walkway can be cre-
ated. Maher said that repeated requests by
the association for such a walkway have
been refused by the county.

sk skeoksk skoksksk
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor
Improvement Association meets at 7 p.m.
on the fourth Wednesday of each month.
The next meeting will be on Jan. 26 at the
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive,
Monument.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at
HarrietHalbig@ocn.me.

Support Our Community! Shop Tri-Lakes.
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December Weather Wrap

Above: After two days of icy fog, the morning sun
on Dec, 23 shows off the frosty covering on trees
and illuminates the moon just above the Front
Range. Photo by David Futey

By Bill Kappel

The pattern of dry and mild conditions continued in De-
cember around the region, as once again temperatures
averaged well above normal and precipitation was well
below normal. This was the warmest December in the
last nine years, with a monthly average temperature just
below freezing. Only one major outbreak of cold air and
snow affected the region, occurring on the last two days
of the month.

However, although we have been very dry and mild
along the Front Range and Eastern Plains of Colorado,
it has been a different story in the mountains, where a
persistent westerly flow has brought high levels of mois-
ture and heavy snow. In fact, snowpack in the mountains
of Colorado ranged from 104 to 158 percent of normal
as of Dec. 31—good news for those who depend on a
nice spring snowmelt runoff for water supply or those
who enjoy the various snow sports (current snowpack
information can be found at www.co.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
snow/index.html).

The first week of December started off dry and mild,
with no snow from the 1st through the 5th. Temperatures
started the month in the low 50s, then soared to near re-
cord high territory on the afternoon of the 3rd, hitting the
low 60s. Cooler weather did work back in the next day
behind a dry cold front, and highs only managed to hit the
low 30s on the 4th and low 40s on the 5th.

More dry and mild conditions returned to the area
during the second week of the month, with highs above
normal most days and only a few hints of moisture. The

week started off with the first measurable snow of the
month, but it was barely more than a trace, as just a 1/10th
of an inch fell in the morning, barely enough to notice.
There was some cooler air behind this quick-moving sys-
tem, with highs only reaching the upper 30s. That’s right
at normal for this time of the year.

Over the next few days, we warmed back up to the
low and mid-50s through the middle of the week under
mostly clear to partly cloudy skies. A dry cold front rolled
through late on the 10th and kept temperatures chilly on
the 11th. But all the moisture with this system stayed in
the mountains, then skipped over the Front Range and
hammered most of the country east of Colorado with
heavy snow and wind. We jumped back into the 50s on
Sunday to end the weekend under clear skies.

Winter made a brief visit to the region during the
week of the 13th with several days of below-normal
temperatures and light snow. The week started off on the
mild side, with high temperatures above normal, reaching
into the mid- and upper 50s on the 13th and 14th. Breezy
conditions from the west/southwest along with high level
clouds led to the mild temperatures and bouts of mountain
wave clouds. This also helped produce some spectacular
sunsets as the setting sun produced some amazing pat-
terns on the undersides of the mountain wave clouds.

Cold air finally made an intrusion into the area dur-
ing the mid-afternoon hours of the 15th with light snow
developing. However, only minimal amounts of snow
managed to accumulate because moisture was lacking,
and once again the snow decided to skip over Colorado
and hammer the Midwest. We did continue to see light
snow and flurries off and on over the next several days,
with anywhere from 1-3 inches accumulating around the
region. High temperatures were below average for a few
days as well, only reaching to the low and mid-20s on the
afternoon of the 16th and 17th. Quiet and seasonal weather
then returned for the weekend, with mostly sunny skies.

Strong winds started off the week of the 20th as a
strong jet stream moved over the region. The fast, high-
level winds were able to push down to the surface, es-
pecially along and west of the I-25 corridor where gusts
as high as 80 mph were recorded around the Air Force
Academy and the Broadmoor area. These gusty winds
also kept temperatures mild through the day, with highs
hitting the upper 50s.

Cooler air moved in behind this system, but once
again most of the moisture stayed in the mountains. Highs
only reached into the mid-20s on the 22nd. Strong upslope
flow in the low levels of the atmosphere also produced
widespread dense fog, rime ice, and flurries. This made
for a beautiful wintry scene around the area, with all
exposed areas covered in ice. However, by the afternoon
of the 23rd sunshine had returned and melted all the fun.
Christmas weekend was seasonably cool, with plenty of
sunshine as high temperatures moved from the upper 30s
and low 40s on Christmas Eve to the low 50s on Sunday
the 26th.

December ended with some cold air and snow as a
strong cold front blasted through during the mid-morning

Letters to Our Community

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.

For letter guidelines, see page 35
Red Kettle Campaign

raises record amount
Through the incredible generosity of the Tri-Lakes com-
munity, the 2010 Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign
at Safeway, King Soopers, and Walmart—sponsored by
Monument Hill Kiwanis—brought in a record $40,074.45.
Monument Hill Kiwanis and the Salvation Army thank

Professional House Cleaning
Araceli & Lorena
Reasonable rates - $15.00 average/hour
We're here to meet your needs
References available

(719) 491-0460

araceligalaviz10@yahoo.com

all of you for your donations. One hundred percent of the
monies contributed to the kettles will be given to those in
need in El Paso County.

The 29 days of bell ringing were provided by Monu-
ment Hill Kiwanis club members, Lewis-Palmer School
District 38 Kiwanis Key Clubs, Builders Club, and Boy
Scout Troop 17.

Again, thank you!

Mike Wicklund
Chairman
Monument Hill Kiwanis Salvation Army Red Kettle Cam-

paign
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hours of the 30th. Temperatures fell from the mid-30s just
ahead of the front to below zero by midnight. Tempera-
tures continued to plummet, with some places around the
region as low as minus 20 F. This was accompanied by
snow and wind, making for a nice wintry scene but also
some hazardous driving conditions. With the cold air and
fresh snow, highs struggled to reach the single digits on
the 31st.

A look ahead

January sees the coldest average temperatures of the
year, but precipitation is on the low side, with amounts
generally less than an inch. The month experiences nu-
merous sunny and windy days, with quick shots of snow
in between. The last few Januarys have generally been
warmer than normal, with near normal precipitation and
snow. January 2006 received more snow than normal, and
last year was right about average. The official monthly
forecast for January 2008, produced by the Climate
Prediction Center (www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/
predictions/30day/), is calling for better than average
chances of above normal temperatures and equal chances
of above or below normal precipitation. For a complete
look at monthly climate summaries for the region, please
visit www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm.

December 2010 Weather Statistics

Average High 43.6° (+5.2°)
100-year return frequency value max 50.5° min 32.6°
Average Low 17.3° (+4.7)
100-year return frequency value max 22.4° min 5.4°
Highest Temperature 62° on the 3rd
Lowest Temperature -12° on the 31st
Monthly Precipitation 0.42”

(-0.62” 60% below normal)
100-year return frequency value max 2.82” min 0.00”
Monthly Snowfall 7.5”
(-4.1”, 33% below normal)
16.6”
(-30.0”, 64% below normal)
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  6.76”
(-5.117, 43% below normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 1072 (-146)
Cooling Degree Days 0
For more detailed weather information and Climatol-
ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.
Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is
a very important part of life for us on the Palmer Divide,
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather
event or have a weather question, please contact me at
billkappel@ocn.me.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident

Season to Date Snow
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What about those resolutions?

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Are you making some formal resolutions for this new
year? Maybe you’re simply promising yourself you’ll
lose some weight, exercise more, eat healthier, think more
positively, or just spend more time laughing with your
children or grandchildren. Here are some books to help
make those resolutions or promises easier to keep.

The 12 Second Sequence

By Jorge Cruise (Three Rivers Press) $15.95

Get into the best shape of your life with Cruise’s revolu-
tionary new method to sculpt your waistline. In just two
20-minute workouts each week, you’ll reconfigure your
metabolism to maximize the “after burn,” your body’s
ability to burn hundreds of calories at rest. The method
focuses on quality, not quantity, and compresses two hours
of gym time into just 20 minutes.

The Mayo Clinic Diet

By Donald Hensrud, M.D., medical editor-in-chief (Good
Books) $25.99

This diet book puts you in charge of reshaping your body
and improving your health for a lifetime. Section 1, “Lose
It!” is a two-week quick-start program designed to help
you lose 6 to 10 pounds in a safe and healthy way. Sec-
tion 2, “Live It!” is a long-term plan in which you reach
your goal and then maintain your healthy weight for life.
Section 3, “All the Extra Stuff,” includes meal planners,
recipes, and other tips.

Take Time for Your Life

By Cheryl Richardson (Broadway Books) 313.95

Packed with useful exercises, checklists, personal stories,
and a wealth of resources, Richardson’s program will
show you how to make conscious decisions about the
future you’d like to create. Step 1 begins with the premise
that “selfish” is not a dirty word. If you learn to practice
extreme self-care and put yourself at the top of the list, she
says, everyone else will benefit. The other six steps show
you how to take time for your life and begin to live a life
that you love.

The Easy Way to Stop Smoking

By Allen Carr (Sterling Publishing Co. Inc.) $14.95
Allen Carr, a former chain smoker, has updated his book,
which has helped millions of people around the world
kick the habit for good. Using his Easyway method, Carr
insists that smokers will not need willpower, gain weight,
feel deprived, need gimmicks or substitutes, or suffer
serious withdrawal pangs. Instead, he suggests, former
smokers will immediately enjoy the freedoms of being a
nonsmoker.

The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work
By John M. Gottman, Ph.D. and Nan Silver (Three Rivers

Press) $14.95

Gottman has revolutionalized the study of marriage by
using rigorous scientific procedures to observe the habits
of married couples in unprecedented detail over many
years. His work culminated in seven principles that guide
couples on the path toward a harmonious and long-lasting
relationship. Packed with practical questionnaires and ex-
ercises, this is a definitive guide for anyone who wants his
or her relationship to attain its highest potential.

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Think Positive

By J. Canfield, et. al. (Chicken Soup for the Soul Publish-
ing LLC) $14.95

Everyone needs a little attitude adjustment once in awhile,
and a new year is the perfect time to do just that. With
101 inspirational stories to enjoy, you may find yourself
counting your blessings and regaining or reinforcing your
positive attitude about life.

Where the Sidewalk Ends

By Shel Silverstein (Harper Collins) $18.99

Where the sidewalk ends, Shel Silverstein’s world begins.
You’ll meet a boy who turns into a TV set and a girl who
eats a whale. It is a place where you wash your shadow
and plant diamond gardens, a place where shoes fly, sisters
are auctioned off, and crocodiles go to the dentist. This
masterful collection of poems and drawings is at once
outrageously funny and profound—and crying to be read
aloud. Whether you enjoy the poems with your children
or grandchildren, or read them by yourself, it’s the perfect
way to bring more laughter into your world in 2011.

Sit back, relax, and enjoy this time of new beginnings. If
you get stuck on a resolution or a promise, grab a helpful
book and have a Happy New Year. Until next month—and
next year—happy reading! The staff at Covered Treasures
can be reached at books@ocn.me.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

LBJs (little brown jobs)

By Elizabeth Hacker
“Oh, it’s only a sparrow!” I once said this about little
brown birds. But since I now take birding more seriously,
I refer to those little brown birds that fly away before I can
identify them as LBJs or more specifically, “little brown
jobs.” Now I find identifying these drab little fellows an
interesting challenge.

I often spend New Year’s Day studying the birds that
migrate along the Front Range Flyway and making a list
of the ones I would like to find. I study their habitat and
identify locations where they might be found. During the
spring migration months (March through May), I look for
transient migratory birds. The best time is before or after
a storm. Some birds such as the yellow-headed blackbird
seem to sense bad weather and find shelter before it hits.
Other birds, such as the American tree sparrow, simply
get blown out of the sky during a big weather event and, if
I’'m lucky, a few of them will find their way to our feeders.

2011
RIPPLES

[ 4 [ 4 [ 4
8wim Clinic
This eight-week session will take place
Saturdays Jan. 29, Feb. 5 & 19,

Mar. 12, and Apr. 2, 9, 16 & 30.

11 a.m. to noon each day.
Learn the fundamentals of competitive
swimming in a relaxed atmosphere. Sessions
will be held at the Woodmoor Pines Indoor
Pool. For more information and registration,
contact the WPGCC Aquatics at 481-2272 or
visit www.woodmoorwaves.org.

Right: This winter resident is one LBJ that frequents
our feeders, can you guess what it is? It has fluffed
it's feathers to keep warm. Its a dark-eyed junco.
Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker. A color version is
posted at www.ocn.me/v11n1bird.htm.

I often get e-mails from fellow birders who share their
rare finds right before a storm or in its aftermath.

I should explain that there are four different groups
of seasonal migratory behavior. The birds that we see all
year but may move about within a region are referred to
as “permanent residents.” My favorite resident bird is the
Stellar’s jay, because it is beautiful and such a character!
But did you know that robins are permanent residents
here? They form flocks and are less colorful but they
roam around the region.

Another seasonal group is the “winter residents.”
While walking the Santa Fe Trail, I often see white-
throated sparrows. This is one of the more than 100 spe-
cies of sparrows that are often referred to as LBJs, and it’s
one of the birds we birders look for here in winter. Many
waterfowl species, including mergansers, golden eyes,
and other colorful ducks, fall into this group and can be
seen in lakes and rivers along the Front Range.

“Summer residents” are those songbirds that fly to
the Palmer Divide to nest. There are too many to list, but
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birds, the western tanager, and a variety of warblers.

“Transient” migratory birds make up the fourth
group. These are birds that fly over the Palmer Divide
and may make brief stops but don’t stay long. I’ve written
about a few of the bigger transients like the sandhill crane
and American white pelican. But there are many more,
and it’s the drab LBJs that are on my list for 2011.

It is well known that the reason birds migrate is for
food. It seems fairly obvious that when food supplies
dwindle, birds must find habitat with an abundant supply
of insects, fruits, seeds, and nuts. While this is a com-
pelling reason and makes sense, why don’t birds simply
stay in the tropics all year? Certainly there isn’t a lack of
insects or food in these locations. Why do birds fly north
to nest? Research indicates that many birds leave warmer
climates to escape insects that will literally devour their
hatchlings.
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Ornithologists who study migration are still re-
searching migration and have found that with changes
in the length of days during each calendar year, many
bird species experience profound hormonal changes that
prepare them for migration. At the end of summer when
light begins to dwindle, birds begin to store fat in prepa-
ration for migration. Fat contains the energy birds need
during migration, when they spend more time flying than
foraging. The same hormonal changes happen in fall and
spring equinox cycles. They also have found that caged
migratory birds will all perch facing the same direction
(even in separate cages) and become agitated when it is
time to migrate.

During migration, birds briefly stop to forage, and

in an effort to attract them, we plant shrubs with seeds
or berries that birds look for and keep our feeders filled
all year. From time to time, we do attract a few transients
but we haven’t been as successful at attracting unusual
birds as people who live next to the Rampart Range west
of I-25. Last year we had a small flock of American tree
sparrows that stayed grounded near our finch feeder for
several days, waiting out a spring storm cell. We also at-
tract evening grosbeaks, but fellow birders west of [-25
report many more species. That is why after a storm, I
head west to the Air Force Academy and Pike National
Forest to look for transient birds.

Watching bird migration is one of the more reward-
ing aspects of birding. In spring the birds are easier to see

because many trees haven’t leafed out and the birds are
vocal and more colorful as they prepare to attract a mate.
In fall it is more difficult to find them because the foliage
hasn’t dropped to the ground and birds are quiet and more
drab after a summer of raising a family. Immature birds
generally do not develop mature plumage for the first sea-
son and all look like LBJs. Having said that, I seem to find
more rare birds during fall migration.
Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Prints of
the birds she writes about are available on her
website, www.ElizabethHackerArt.com, with pro-
ceeds benefiting habitat preservation. E-mail her at
elizabethhacker@ocn.me or call her at 719-510-5918 to
share bird stories.

Art Matters

A new year, new directions for local venues

By Janet Sellers
Happy New Year, everyone! A new year, a new canvas
for life, I always say. With the weather turning cold and
snowy—again—we can look forward to stimulating pur-
suits indoors through art exhibits, art classes, and studio
work.

I know many artists relish their indoor winter time
for getting the most focus for their art work and plans for
the year ahead. It’s a good time to hunker down and get
the inner workings in order and ready for powering up for
the outdoor art and events come springtime.

It’s also a time for changes in personal and public di-
rections in thinking, and that means in art and art venues,
too. With that in mind, I tried to find the hottest news for
these cold days ahead.

So much excitement is happening in January at the
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TCLA) that I decided to
focus on all this grand news for my January column.
Besides people changes, there is a plethora of events as
well.

A new and very different art exhibit cluster will open
at TCLA on Friday, Jan. 7, from 5 to 8 p.m. It sounds like
quite a departure for the center, and also sounds very
compelling.

The two new shows will be open through Jan. 29. In
the main gallery is “The Soaring of Our Minds,” where
TCLA promises “some dynamite, fun artists.” 1 saw
some photos of some of the artist’s works that will be
there (since we had to go to print before the opening).
Juel Grant is exhibiting works in 3-D that are vibrantly
painted and elegantly shaped.

Audrey Gray says of her work, “My primary medium
is sand and dirt gathered from different places, usually in
the southwestern United States. I collect different colors
and use both oil and acrylic media to fix them to canvas
or panels. Mica, other rocks, sticks, seeds, and even bones
become major elements of some pieces.”

Ken and Tina Risterer will be exhibiting some of
their famous hand-painted ceramics (the images are of the
human figure); Diane Vulcan includes her vibrant water-
colors, and artist Paula Triplett will round out the show.

The show in the Lucy Owens Gallery takes on a new
trend for the TCLA, that of using the facility on occasion
to put an eye to social issues.

Nanci Ricks, photographer, has brought us her can-
did personal view on human trafficking and slavery. The
show is titled, “To Love the Slumdog” and includes 18
photographs with narratives. Ricks has addressed Con-
gress on the issue of human trafficking, and has appeared
on national television regarding these issues. Ricks will
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also be signing her book, To Love the Slumdog: My
Journey Serving the Untouchables — the Dalit at the re-
ception.

Guitar virtuoso Wayne Hammerstadt will be per-
forming classical compositions at this reception.

In the realm of moving pictures, on Jan. 19 at 7 p.m.,
Bob Garner, longtime Disney producer, presents his na-
tional “Connect the Dots” seminar for film aficionados,
aspiring screen writers, actors, etc. Bob will be showing
clips from many of the TV shows and films with which
he has been associated. He will also host a question-and-
answer session with the audience. Cost is $6 for TLCA
members and $8 for nonmembers.

Hello and goodbye at the

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
Susan Adams led the TLCA the past two years and was
instrumental in repositioning the center in the local and
regional arts community. Under her boundless enthusi-
asm the membership, events, classes and visibility all
saw significant growth—culminating in TLCA being
awarded Non-Profit of the Year by the Tri-Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce. These are amazing accomplishments.
However, with a desire for more family time with a new
grandbaby, Susan decided it was time to retire.

Thank you, Susan, for a job well done and the end-
less hours of dedication you gave to our community in
the arts. You will be missed, but hopefully we’ll see you
at our local art events. We wish you and your family well.
Happy grandbaby to you, what a great joy.

The TLCA is again marching boldly into a new year.
Please help the community welcome Dr. Michael Maddox
to the TLCA as interim executive director at a welcome
breakfast on Jan. 8 at 9 a.m. This TCLA Members and
Artists Breakfast is open to the public.

You can hear Dr. Maddox share the 2011 vision for
the center. Admission is free and includes a continental
breakfast. There will be opportunities for Q&A with
TCLA board members. Attendees can also meet the
TCLA committee leaders, meet art instructors, and even
sign up for the 2011 classes.

So again, let me encourage everybody to take up your
pencils and draw wonderful good things into the new
year. I know I will be grabbing mine and putting them
to new visions, too. Join me, for this 2011 art adventure
truly matters!

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculp-
tor who works in paint, metal and concrete. Sellers
lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be reached at
JanetSellers @OCN.me.

&

TART THE YEAR CREATING!
ART WORKSHOPS

JAN. 15
WATERCOLOR

JAN. 13
COLILAGE

JAN, 22
OPEN FIGURE DRAWING SESSION

(719) 488-8793

174B Washington St., Monument

A properly maintained vehicle
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

|r $3 OFF Oil Change -:
1910 OFF $100 Service|

L _ Soodthrough 131N _

TREE NMAN

Tree Service & Fire Prevention

i

We are a local
professional tree
service offering thinning, trimming,
quality work at chipping.

affordable prices. * Low winter rates
e Firewood Available

719-488-1818

Licensed and Insured

e We do all types of
tree work any time
of year: Removal,
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Snapshots of Our Community

Big fun at Monument’s Small Town Christmas, Dec. 4

Left: At the Old Monument Town Hall, children
created a variety of holiday crafts during the Small
Town Christmas. Center: Attendees enjoyed a
hayride around the Monument downtown area.

By David Futey
On Dec. 4, the Historic Monument Mer-
chants Association (HMMA) sponsored
the Monument Small Town Christmas.

Throughout the afternoon, attendees had
their choice among a number of activi-
ties as many of the downtown Monument
businesses opened their doors and offered

Right: Santa Claus (Nick Primavera) and Mrs. Claus
(Claudia Whitney) are assisted by Lewis-Palmer
Middle School elves Preston Bille, left, and Travis
Hannon as children share their Christmas wishes.

Oliver, left, and Jamie Wadge were among the many
children who visited with Santa at La Casa Fiesta
during the Monument Small Town Christmas. Photos
by David Futey.

holiday refreshments, arts and craft ac- and hear carolers.
tivities, and discounts on merchandise.
Attendees could also visit with reindeer

and miniature donkeys, take a hay ride,

Free RMMA concert, Dec. 4 Craft show benefits charities

Above: Dr. Michael Baron, piano; Jerllyn Jorgensen, violin; Margaret Miller,
viola; and Katherine Knight, cello performed works by Schumann, Mozart, and
Beethoven at the Rocky Mountain Music Alliance’s well-attended Dec. 4 concert.
The last concert in the series of free concerts will be held Feb. 12. For information
and reservations, visit www.rmmaonline.com or call 646-2791. Photo by Tim

Dorman.

Above: The North Pole Craft Show, sponsored by the Monument Hill Kiwanis,
was held at Lewis-Palmer Middle School on Dec. 4 and 5. This was the fifth
year for the event to raise money for local charities. Food and cash donations
were accepted as admission to the event and were given to local charities.
Thirty-seven vendors from throughout the state participated with a variety
of crafts available for purchase at their booths. Bill Healy of the Monument
Hill Kiwanis said, “The craft show has been good for raising money for local
charities.” The event usually sees a turnout of 300 to 400 people and has grown
each year. The Kiwanis hope to expand the event next year and continue to
support charities in the Tri-Lakes area. Santa visited on Saturday and Sunday.
Student volunteers from Lewis-Palmer High School were also present and
helped in taking donations for the Gift Tree in support of Tri-Lakes Cares. Photo
by Candice Hitt

Dec. 7 dinner sets stage for Yule Log Hunt

By Candice Hitt and Tim Dorman
The Yule log tradition has been a part of
Palmer Lake history for 77 years. On Dec,
7, about 30 community members gathered
at the Palmer Lake Town Hall for a potluck
dinner in preparation of the Yule Log Hunt
held on Sunday, Dec. 12.

Attendees made souvenir Yule logs
that would be handed out to participants
at the hunt. These miniature Yule logs are
carved from local willow branches and
have the calendar year stamped on them to
commemorate this historical event.

Patricia Atkins, the event coordinator,
stated that she had attended the event for
the past 20 years. She had with her a large
scrapbook filled with pictures and articles
of past Yule Log events.

The event is coordinated by commu-
nity members and is representative of the
spirit of the season and goodwill toward

fellow citizens. Dozens of people take part
in the Yule Log Hunt each year.

Originating in Europe, the Yule log
ceremony was brought to Palmer Lake
by resident Lucretia Vaile in 1934 after
attending a Yule log hunt in Lake Placid,
N.Y. Yule log splinters have been sent to
many parts of the world to communities
wishing to start their own Yule log tradi-
tion.

Right: Victoria Bowman and Kyah
Voelkra help with the preparations.
Photo by Tim Dorman.
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HAP receives $5,000 check from MVEA

Above From left, retired Navy Aviation Structural Mechanic Chief and Pearl
Harbor veteran Charles Richard and his wife Betty stand next to HAP President
Mark Ennis and Dave Betzler, a member of the HAP board of directors. To

Betzler’s right are Tri-Lakes Methodist Church volunteers Judy and Ken Keller. Minetti.

By Bernard L. Minetti

At the Dec. 8 luncheon for seniors at the D-38 administra-
tion building in Monument, Mountain View Electric As-
sociation (MVEA) presented a $5,000 check to Tri-Lakes
Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP). The check was des-
ignated specifically for use by the senior lunch program.

The check took a while to reach its destination. Dur-
ing an office move, the check, which had been lying on
the desk of HAP President Mark Ennis, was taken by a
gust of wind onto the Air Academy Credit Union’s park-
ing lot. A passerby, retired Air Force Lt. Col. and now Fe-

dEx pilot Joe Dowdy, saw the check and picked it up. He
found MVEA’s phone number on the check and returned
it to them. It subsequently found its way back to HAP.

HAP is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) volunteer-run organi-
zation serving the needs of citizens in the communities
of northern El Paso County. It provides and coordinates
services and support that encompass programs, projects,
community education, and awareness efforts. Tri-Lakes
HAP has two major program areas: Senior services and
support and community health and wellness.

HAP’s Seniors Program is a portfolio of services and

Above: From left are HAP President Mark Ennis with retired Air Force Lt. Col.
and now FedEx pilot Joe Dowdy, who found the errant $5,000 grant check in
the parking lot of the Monument Air Academy Credit Union. Photos by Bernard

support for Tri-Lakes area senior citizens. These services
focus on the needs and interests of seniors, including
daily operation of a Seniors Center at Lewis-Palmer
High School, provision for senior meals, regular senior
day trips, and assistance on senior health and well-being.
Scheduled activities may be found in the events section of
this newspaper. Additional information may be found at
www.trilakeshap.org.
Bernard Minetti can be reached at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Concert for the Children, Dec. 10

Above: The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce and the Palmer Lake Historical
Society presented an evening of Native American song, dance, and culture
featuring actor, musician, and native spokesperson Moses Brings Plenty and his
band, which includes local musicians. The event was a benefit for the children

Blues benefit

Above: On Dec. 11, the Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts hosted a night of music and fund-
raising based on “two.” Two bands, Blues
Rambler, with harmonica player Lee Tibbets
pictured, and Hammerstadt, provided the music
for the Merry Blues Christmas benefit. Along
with paying a nominal admission, attendees
of the concert were asked to bring two cans
of food. The food donations were provided
to Tri-Lakes Cares for its food pantry. TLCA
Interim Executive Director Michael Maddox
said the TLCA “appreciated the community
support and goodwill expressed” by those
who attended and made the food donations.
Information on upcoming events at the TLCA is
at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey.

Nealon
honored

living on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, one of the poorest in the country.
Pictured (L to R) Brad Bearsheart on traditional drum, Samon Rajabnik on lead
guitar, Mo Brings Plenty lead vocals and traditional drum, Thirza Defoe hoop
dancer, and Nathaniel Bearsheart grass dancer. Photos by Stacey Paxson.

On Dec. 16, Legacy
Sertoma President Joe
Montoya presented the
new club’s first Service
to Mankind Award to
Margaret H. (Maggie)
Nealon for her many
years of volunteer work
to better the community.
Photo  provided by
Legacy Sertoma.
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Little Log Church celebrates renovation

As part of the renovation inside the sanctuary, a drop ceiling was removed to
reveal the wood ceiling, and the logs and other wood were refinished.

By David Futey

On Dec. 11, the congregation of Palmer
Lake’s Little Log Church celebrated the
renovation of its church building with an
open house. The Palmer Lake Friends
Community Church organized on May 12,
1924, but did not have a building to hold
services. That changed in August 1925
when two log houses were purchased and
converted into a sanctuary and parsonage.
Those two structures, along with various
additions over the years, have served its
congregation for 85 years.

Time, taking its toll on the log struc-
tures, and other factors led to the need
for the renovation. Pastor Bill Story said
there was an interest in doing a “facelift of
the entire property” and to “brighten and
make the church more inviting.” Among
the items addressed in the internal and ex-
ternal building renovation were the logs, a
combination of Douglas fir and ponderosa
pine, that were refinished along with re-
placement of the chinking—the mortar
between the logs.

Regarding the church’s historic mis-
sion, Story said, “It is our desire to be a
resource and an integral part of the com-
munity.”

The church has evolved over time

to assist the community in a variety of
ways and the tradition continues in 2011.
The church will sponsor a marriage con-
ference in April, will be engaged in the
Rocky Mountain Chautauqua, and will
host a Dallas Holm concert in September.
The church also provides assistance to
Tri-Lakes Cares and offers an after-school
program for children at Palmer Lake El-
ementary School on Thursdays.

Virgil Watkins, a member since 1963,
said many of his fellow townspeople have
been attracted to it. “It’s a local church
that serves the needs of local people,” he
said. Watkins is among the 80 to 90 cur-
rent church members and about 120 who
regularly attend services.

As part of the open house festivities,
materials for a time capsule were as-
sembled. Items placed in the storage box
used as the capsule included newspaper
clippings about the church and the open
house, a guest book signed by those who
attended the open house, and a book con-
taining drawings about the church done
by children who attended the open house.
Information about the Little Log Church is
at www.littlelogchurch.net.

David Futey can be reached at
dfutey@ocn.me.

Polar Express in Palmer Lake

Above: (R-L) Palmer Lake Trustee Gary Coleman and his son Travis show a
visitor one of the many features of their Polar Express display. This is the fifth
year that the Colemans have set up a train display during the Holiday Season as
a fundraiser for the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD). This year’s
display included a thirty-foot, O Scale version of the Polar Express with dioramas,

a G Scale version of the Polar Express, and an N Scale layout depicting Palmer

Lake. With a donation, the donor received a coupon for a free hot chocolate at The

Depot Restaurant. Photo by David Futey.

On the exterior of the church, the logs were refinished and the chinking
replaced.

Pastor Bill Story, at center at the lectern, is surrounded by some of the Little Log
Church’s congregation inside the newly renovated sanctuary. Photos by David
Futey

Scrooge finds wisdom

Above: For three performances during the weekend of Dec. 17, the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts (TLCA) hosted the Castle Rock-based Front Range Theatre
Company’s (FRTC) production of The Education of Mr. Scrooge. The play is
an original adaptation by William J. Anderson based on the Charles Dickens
book, A Christmas Carol. Pictured: Ebenezer Scrooge (Jamie LaRue), center,
is visited by three ghosts, from left, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come (Annie
McGhee Stinson), the Ghost of Christmas Present (Wes Whatley), and the
Ghost of Christmas Past (Dorothy Shapland). Following the Dickens’ story, the
ghosts provide Scrooge with various perspectives on his life and the impact
he has on those around him. This insight educates Scrooge on how he can
change his outlook on life. Information on the FRTC is at www.crplayers.org.
Information on upcoming events at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo
by David Futey.
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77th Yule Log Ceremony and hunt welcome holiday season

Left: Yule Log hunters select their red and green
caps in preparation for the hunt. Center: From left,
Jane, Emma, and Julia Keer of Monument model

their hunting capes prior to the Yule Log Hunt.
This was Jane’s seventh hunt. Right: The Yule
Log hunters make their way from the Palmer Lake

Town Hall down to the Glen, where the log had been
carefully hidden the previous evening. Photos by
David Futey.

Left: The hunters join in to pull the log from the Glen
back up to the Town Hall area. Children and adults
took turns riding on the log. Center: After finding
the log in the Glen, Will Bryant, right, is assisted by

By David Futey

On Dec. 12, Palmer Lake and other Tri-Lakes-area com-
munities celebrated the 77th Yule Log Ceremony. The
ceremony started in 1933 and has occurred every year
since that time except during war years. This ceremony,
along with the lighting of the Christmas Star on Sun-
dance Mountain, is an expression of goodwill from the
Tri-Lakes area to the Pikes Peak region.

Tim Watkins in the cutting of the log. Part of the log
was burned with a portion of last year’s Yule Log,
and the remaining portion will be burned with the
2011 Yule Log. Right: A portion of the Yule Log is

Led by Master of Ceremonies Naill Byrne with
assistance from a number of volunteers, the Yule Log
Ceremony included music and singing by participants at
the Palmer Lake Town Hall, the drinking of wassail, and,
of course, the hunt for the Yule Log in the Palmer Lake
Glen.

The log had been hidden the previous evening by
Kurt Voelker, Tim Watkins, and Rick and Josh Bowman.

brought into the Palmer Lake Town Hall. This log

was burned in the fireplace with the remainder of

last year’s Yule Log to carry on the tradition. Photos
by David Futey.

The date the log gets hidden depends on snow coverage
and other factors, with the actual spot scouted out a week
in advance.

Hunters came as far away as Pennsylvania. Ten-year
old Will Bryant of Palmer Lake discovered the log this
year. For his discovery, he enjoyed the first ride on the log
and the first taste of wassail.

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

Santa and Mrs. Claus visit the Tri-Lakes area, Dec. 18

Left: From left, Aiden, Adam, and Jayson Aubain talk
with Santa at the YMCA. Center: Emma, left, and
Maria Shockey talk with Mrs. Claus during her visit

to the Monument YMCA. Santa and Mrs. Claus are
occasionally also known as Police Chief Jake Shirk
and Vanessa Shirk. Right: Santa and Mrs. Claus

Left: Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Department
Administrative Assistant Jennifer Martin, left,
and district Fire Marshal Curtis Kauffman, both
assistant Santas, stand with a fraction of the toys
and gifts that were donated for distribution to Tri-
Lakes families and children during Santa on Patrol.
Right: Fire elves helped Santa distribute toys.
Photos by Bernard Minetti.

give toys to a willing recipient during Santa on Patrol.
Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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December and January library events

By Harriet Halbig
December was a delightful month at the library, with
anticipation in the air and patrons and staff all in festive
moods. We thank you for your warm wishes during this
joyful season.

In addition to a place for excitement and cookie deco-
rating, the library’s harp concert and story times offered a
break from the bustle of holiday preparations.

Entering the new year, there will be a few changes in
the weekly events schedule.

The Tuesday story times, with a simple craft for ages
3 and up with a favorite adult, will be at 10:15 and 11 a.m.
each week, 15 minutes later than in the past.

Toddler Time, for 1- and 2-year old children with a
favorite adult, will be at 10:15 and 10:45 on Thursdays.

Book Break, a short read-aloud session, will continue
at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and
Snuggle-up story time will continue on Thursday eve-
nings at 7:30.

The Paws to Read dogs will be at the library on Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 3:30 until 4:30 p.m.

January’s Family Fun Program on Saturday, the 8th
at 1:30 p.m. features a snow program with Denise Gard,
the magnificent Snow Queen and her puppet friends.

On Friday the 14th, kids ages 9 to 12 are invited to
read a basic version of Romeo and Juliet and discuss it
and the upcoming Disney movie, Gnomeo and Juliet.
There will be crafts, snacks, and a chance to win a pass
to see the movie. Register online or call 488-2370. The
program will be from 4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

Adults and teens are invited to learn how to make
meaningful and unique Valentine cards for special people

in their lives on Saturday, Jan. 15, from 1 to 3 p.m. Local

artist Charlotte Miller provides materials to teach each

participant how to create a card during class. Students
must be adults or in high school, and registration is re-
quired. Please call 488-2370 or register online.

The Monumental Readers will discuss Galileo’s
Daughter by Dava Sobel on Friday, Jan. 21, at 10 a.m. New
members are welcome and no registration is required.

For high schoolers, Monument Library will kick off
its Anime and Manga Club by offering a free anime art
class on Friday, Jan. 28 from 4:15 to 5:30 p.m. The Young
Rembrandts art school will present the program. Atten-
dance is limited to 15 participants, and registration is
strongly encouraged. This will be a monthly event on the
fourth Friday of each month.

We invite adults to join in one or more of our weekly
and monthly groups at Monument:

e The Tri-Lakes Knitters and Crafters, which meets on
the first, third and fifth Fridays from 3:30 to 6 p.m.
Bring your own project and work on it while enjoying
company and conversation.

* Senior Synergy, a casual discussion group each
Wednesday at 10 a.m.

*  Socrates Café, an adult group discussing philosophy,
religion, spirituality, and the common threads among
humanity, each Tuesday at 1 p.m.

» Life Circles, a writing group providing discipline,
inspiration, and structure during the process of
writing one’s memories or history, first and third
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.

*  History Buffs, a monthly discussion group for history
lovers. Each month the group chooses a period of

Left: Program Coordinator Sue Kana (L) presents a
gift to Paula Primavera, the longest-serving volunteer
in the Children’s Literacy Center (CLC) program at the
Monument Library. CLC is a free, one-on-one tutoring
program for children who read below grade level. This
photo was taken during a graduation party in mid-
December. To participate as a student or tutor, contact
Sue Kana at 488-2370. The next 12-week session
begins in February. Right: Hayden and Keira Griffin get
ready to decorate some Colossal Cookies at the Palmer

Lake Library. Photos by Harriet Halbig.

history and participants read any book from that time
period to be discussed at the following meeting. The
next meeting will be on Jan. 26 at 1 p.m.
We hope to welcome you to one of these groups in 2011.
On the walls of the Monument Library will be works
by art students from Palmer Ridge High School. In the
display case will be detailed botanical illustrations from
Leslie Miller.

Palmer Lake events
The Palmer Lake Book Group will discuss Out Stealing
Horses by Per Petterson on Friday, Feb. 4, at 9 a.m. New
members are always welcome and no registration is re-
quired.

Paws to Read dog Misty, a tiny Sheltie, will be at the
library on Jan. 20 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Gentle Kirby,
a golden retriever, will be at the library from 11 a.m.
until noon on Jan. 29. Come read to the dogs and select
a prize.

Palmer Lake’s Family Fun event for January will be
on Saturday, Jan. 22, at 10:30 a.m. Listen to and discuss
the Caldecott Medal-winning book Snowflake Bentley by
Jacqueline Martin with Palmer Lake Elementary School
reading teacher Mrs. Phillips. The book is about Wilson
Bentley and his obsession with photographing snow-
flakes. Make a special craft, too.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library District loca-
tions will be closed on Jan. 17 in observance of Martin
Luther King Day.

We hope to see you at the library!

Harriet Halbig can be reached at
HarrietHalbig@ocn.me

Greater Monument Area Branding Creative Committee, Dec. 13

Committee becomes “The Hill Development Group”

By Bernard L. Minetti
At the Dec. 13 meeting of the Greater Monument Area
Branding Creative Committee, merchants voted to per-
manently “brand” themselves. They were to decide upon
a name that encompassed the logo and the vision for de-
veloping and marketing the Tri-Lakes area.

The name “The Hill Development Group” was sug-
gested and adopted by the members present. Attendees
at this Sundance Lodge event were Reese Rodriguez,
lodge manager; Suzanne Mangino, marketer for the
lodge; Mark Kirkland of Kirkland Photography and De-
sign; Sunny Smaldino, representing the Ballandi Group
of Colorado Springs; Julie Bille of bXpressed; Maggie
Williamson of Bella Art & Frame; Anthony and Rhoda
Archuleta of Secret Window; and Dave Van Ness of the
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce.

Kirkland discussed the nature of branding and its
purpose. He defined the process and said that it is the
creation of a new and adjectival name and/or symbol for
something that already exists with the intention of dif-
ferentiating from any other descriptors in the minds of
the target receivers. Far from just a change of adjectival
identity, branding must be part of an overall strategy for
an area, product, or service.

This may involve adjustments to the brand’s logo,
name, image, strategy, or advertising methodology. The
primary reason for evolving a branding is to communi-
cate a theme or notion for something that already exists.

Bille indicated that The Hill Development Group will
be matriculating into an independent and privately funded
organization made up of interested parties. Several of the
participants noted that the enthusiasm displayed by those
present at this initial meeting is destined to help make the
effort a success. Funding was mentioned, but Bille stated
that finances were to be discussed at later sessions.

The exploratory nature of the group began to resolve
itself into a formulation of naming and producing a logo
for a Tri-Lakes area brand.

Kirkland spearheaded the new ideas with Smaldino
by citing the need for a simple yet effective name. He sug-
gested “The Hill” would most describe the area, extract-
ing the geographic, historic, and residential attractiveness
attributed to the Monument Hill area and centering it in
a new and simple descriptor. Smaldino then displayed a
sample logo and a website that she had created centering
on the new area marketing theme. Those present voted to
accept the logo and website design as official.

There are two websites that will be the focus of infor-
mation concerning The Hill. The website addresses are
“experiencethehill.com” and “headforthehill.com.” At
present, the website URLSs are inactive.

Bille suggested that future area events might be
designed so that the focus of location is “The Hill.” She
suggested a potato festival. The Archuletas suggested art
and craft fairs. Other attendees mentioned other events
that might be appropriate.

At the next meeting, the group will try to refine de-
tails to make the organization an effective and powerful
marketing tool. Anyone with an interest in participating
in the development of the Tri-Lakes (The Hill) area is
invited to participate.

seskstetsokskokoskok
The next meeting of the The Hill Development Group
will be at 6 p.m. Feb. 7 at the Mozaic on Highway 105
halfway between Palmer Lake and Monument, at The Inn
at Palmer Divide. Further information may be obtained
by contacting Bille at 719-338-0995.
Bernard Minetti can be reached at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Above: During the first meeting of The Hill
Development Group, participants, from left, Mark
Kirkland, Sunny Smaldino, Julie Bille, and Dave
Van Ness brainstormed many ideas that could be
seminal to the foundation of an effective marketing
group. The concept is to sell the Tri-Lakes area to
tourists, commercial enterprises, and residents.
Photo by Bernard Minetti

Above: The new logo that was adopted by The Hill
Development Group.
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Recycle your Christmas tree, Jan. 8-9
This weekend you can drop your natural-grown tree off at
the Baptist Road Trailhead “Treecycle” site, Baptist Road
at Old Denver Highway, Jan. 8-9, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please
remove all lights and decorations first. Discarded trees
will be ground into mulch, which will be given away free
to El Paso County residents on a self-serve basis while
supplies last. A suggested tax-deductible contribution of
$5 supports El Pomar Youth Sports Programs throughout
El Paso County. For more information, contact El Paso
County Environmental Services, 520-7878; or visit the
websites www.elpasoco.com or www.TreecycleCOS.org.

Senior Mondays at the Western
Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)

Beginning in January and running each Monday through
March, seniors will be admitted into the museum for just
$2.50 (regularly $6). Come see the museum that works!
Tours begin at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. WMMI is located at 225
North Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). For more information,
call 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club

grant applications 2011

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will accept grant
applications Jan. 15-March 15. Qualified organizations
that provide significant services to residents within the
geographic boundaries of School District 38 are encour-
aged to apply. Qualified organizations include 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organizations, public service organizations,
and public schools serving primarily the District 38 area.
Funding for special programs and projects will be consid-
ered. Grants will be awarded in late May.

Grant applications, instructions, and guidelines can
be downloaded from the TLWC website, www.TLWC.net,
or by sending a request with a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope to TLWC Grant Committee, P.O. Box 669, Monu-
ment, CO 80132.

The mission of the club is to support the Tri-Lakes
community through charitable and educational endeav-
ors. For more information, please e-mail Donna Wagner
at donnamwagner@comcast.net.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Jan. 18
Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership will sponsor a
community blood drive Jan. 18, 3-7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes
Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument. No appointment is
needed, just walk in. Donated blood goes to local Pen-
rose-St. Francis Hospitals. For more information, call
nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x103.

Volunteers needed for
El Paso County Boards

Three county boards have open positions. The Com-
munity Corrections Board advises the Board of County
Commissioners on community-based and community-
oriented programs that provide supervision of offenders
being diverted from prison and those transitioning back
into the community after prison. The Citizen Review
Panel provides a forum for the discussion of consumer
concerns regarding the Department of Human Services,
reviews and audits, quality issues and concerns with the
department, and other issues. The Fair and Events Com-
plex Advisory Board assists with the development, man-
agement, programming, and operation and maintenance
of the Fair and Events Complex in Calhan. Applications
for the positions are due by Feb. 4. The volunteer applica-
tion is located at www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed
by clicking on the “Volunteer Boards” link. For more
information, call 520-6436.

Clear snow and ice around mailboxes for

letter carriers
Letter carriers are instructed to not deliver to mailboxes

Child Care in a Loving Family Home

Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek
Across from Creekside Middle School

Full-time and part-time

Before and after school

Night care & weekends also available

¢ Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

at 488-6561 or 344-3132

Call Carmen

and locations that are too hazardous or difficult to access.
Support your letter carrier in providing safe and timely
delivery of your mail. Following snowstorms and bad
weather conditions, please clear a safe path to your mail-
box or business. If possible, do not park your vehicles in
front of your mailbox. Combined with the snowy and icy
conditions, this can make it very difficult for your letter
carrier to access and deliver to your mailbox.

Help for heating bills

The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP)
helps residents struggling to pay their home heating bills.
LEAP benefits provide assistance to help families with
their heating bills but are not intended to pay the entire
bill. Last winter, 15,999 households in El Paso County
received help from the LEAP program. The eligibility
period for LEAP runs through April 30. Applications are
accepted each year during the eligibility period. Applica-
tion packets will automatically be mailed to residents who
received LEAP assistance last year at the address where
they were living at that time. For more information about
LEAP benefits, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-
8435).

Donala’s Customer Assistance Program
The Donala Water and Sanitation District offers a cus-
tomer assistance program in conjunction with Tri-Lakes
Cares to help Donala customers in financial hardship,
unable to pay their water and sewer bills. The Donala
Customer Assistance Program (DCAP) will be funded
from Donala customers who approve a donation of 50
cents to $1 per month on their monthly water bills. Ap-
plications for assistance can be picked up at the Donala
office at 15850 Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle or at Tri-Lakes
Cares (TLC) in Monument. Donala will provide account
history and TLC will determine assistance eligibility.
Participation from the donor side is voluntary and can be
cancelled by the donor at any time. For more information,
call 488-3603.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center

has fun programs!

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) Se-
nior Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High
School Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4
p.m., Mon.-Fri. and earlier for scheduled activities. The
facility has a lounge, craft room, game room, and multi-
purpose room. Programs include pinochle, Tuesdays and
Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tai Chi for Health, Fridays,
10:30 a.m.; National Mah-jongg, Fridays, 1-4 p.m.; line
dancing, first and second Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.; bridge,
second and fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea time, third
Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; bingo, third Wednesday, 12:30-3 p.m.;
crafts, third Thursday, 1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no host poker,
second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Also available at the
center are ping-pong, Wii video games, various puzzles
and board games, refreshments, a lending library, com-
puters with Internet connections, and an information
table. For more information about programs for seniors,
visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift Shop in Monument
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is now open Tuesday-Satur-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 341 Front St., Monument. Shop
for gently used clothing, books, and household items.
Proceeds from Hangers will be used to promote the ongo-
ing mission of Tri-Lakes Cares, a community-based non-
profit. For more information, call 488-2300 or visit the
Tri-Lakes Cares website, www.trilakescares.org.

, Moss

1 Sportswear and Embroidery 1

$5.00 OFF!

letter jacket purchase

with this coupon

We sell letter jackets for Lewis-
Palmer, Palmer Ridge, St. Mary’s,
and Discovery Canyon high schools.

(719) 487-2986

Tue.-Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-4, Sat. by appointment.
677 Highway 105, Unit B
between Monument and Palmer Lake.

VISA and MASTERCARD accepted.

Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift Store: new location
The new store is located at 790 Highway 105 #D in
Palmer Lake. Hours are Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekly specials, books, antiques, clothing,
and more! The thrift store is a project of the Tri-Lakes
Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) to raise funds and
resources for Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Program activi-
ties, provide volunteer opportunities for Tri-Lakes resi-
dents, and offer affordable merchandise to all Tri-Lakes
residents. For more information, to donate items, or to
volunteer, call 488-3495.

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free!

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of
the senior lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays in Monument. It also contains the schedule of
the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citi-
zens Center. There are also articles and notices of events
geared toward senior citizens. To subscribe to the free
newsletter, send an e-mail with your name and mailing
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District offers a free
senior safety program to all Tri-Lakes seniors. The pro-
gram includes smoke detector evaluations, home safety
assessments, vial of life, and fire prevention. For more in-
formation, call 484-0911 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

County prescription discount
program is a success

El Paso County’s prescription discount program saved
residents $150,390 during its first year of availabil-

Turn Back Time Skin Restoration
Services to reveal more youthful looking skin
High frequency technology for the rapid

removal of minor skin irregularities.

Get started now for great skin in 2011!

Call for details on our New Year special!

(( ¢ Michele Even, RN, MSN
\\/J Skin Care (719) 550-4530

www.turnbacktime.skincaretherapy.net

Associated

Are you struggling
with your naturally
curly hair?

It's time to stop fighting it and
emibrace your natural texture!

With the right care, cut, and Thg;tszon
ling techniques, '
styling fechniques, you can Stylist

learn to love your curls!
Call today for an appointment!

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25
off Highway 105 & Knollwood.

(719) 487-8660

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential * Commercial ¢ Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates * Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert
(719) 243-2257

Keith Profita
(719) 243-2258
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ity at no additional taxpayer cost. People using the card
saved an average of 22 percent. There are no eligibil-
ity requirements and no strings attached to receive the
discounts. You can pick up a free Prescription Discount
Card at most county government locations or you can
download your own personalized prescription discount
card on the county website (bottom of the front page) at
www.elpasoco.com/.

Any county resident without prescription cover-
age can use this program. Even if you have insurance
for prescription medications, the discount card might
save you money on prescription medications your ex-
isting plan does not cover. For more information, visit
www.elpasoco.com/ or call 520-6337 (MEDS).

Check out energy savings at local libraries
Mountain View Electric Association (MVEA) recently
started a program allowing consumers to check out “Kill-
A-Watt” meters, plug-in energy meters, from local librar-
ies and Book Mobiles in MVEA’s service territory. Kill-
A-Watt meters can help consumers assess how efficient
appliances really are. This program provides a free way
to identify the real energy abusers and reduce energy use.
People who have used the meters report unplugging ap-
pliances that weren’t being used to save energy. For more
information, call MVEA, 1-800-388-9881, ext. 2602; or
Monument Branch Library, 488-2370.

Sheriff’s Office announces YouTube channel
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office now uses its own
YouTube channel to share information on recent events

and provide information on numerous office resources.
The YouTube channel can be accessed from the front page
of the Sheriff’s Office website, http://shr.elpasoco.com, or
directly at www.youtube.com/EPCSheriff.

Free gun-lock kit

The Monument Police Department is offering free fire-
arm safety kits to local residents through a partnership
with Project ChildSafe, the nationwide firearms safety
education program. Each kit contains gun safety infor-
mation and a cable-style gunlock that fits most types of
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. The Police Department
administrative offices at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop by during those
times to pick up a free gun-lock kit. For more informa-
tion, phone 481-3253.

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee Meeting, Tue., Jan. 11, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053

e D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC)
Meeting, Tue., Jan. 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake
Elementary School, 115 Upper Glenway, Palmer
Lake. Meets 2™ Tue. each month, location varies.
Info: 488-4700, or visit lewispalmer.org.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Jan. 11, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2™
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e D-38 Exceptional Student Learning Team (formerly
the Special Education Advisory Committee), Wed.,
Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Ridge High School, 19255
Monument Hill Rd., Monument. Guest will be Dr. Ed
Steinberg, state Director of Special Education. Meets
2" Wed. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jan. 12, CANCELED. Normally meets 2™ Wed. each
month, 6:30 p.m., at New Monument Town Hall &
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at
Hwy 105). Info: 884-8017.

e  Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Thu., Jan. 13, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. Normally meets 2™ Thu. each month.
Info: 488-2525.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jan. 13,
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Meets 2™ Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2" Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Jan.
18, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Normally meets 1* and 3™ Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Jan. 18, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jan. 19, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 3" Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Donala Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 20, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein Dr.,
Colorado Springs. Meets 3™ Thu. each month. Info:
488-3603.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Jan. 20, 6 p.m., District Administration
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3%
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Jan. 20, 7 p.m., 130 2™ St. Meets 3" Thu. each
month. Info: 481-4886.

e Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting,

Wed., Jan. 26, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall
& Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
(at Hwy 105). Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 488-
6868.

e Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 26, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4 Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

e Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Jan. 26, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4" Wed. each
month. Info: 266-3367.

e Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 26, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Feb. 1, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e El Paso County Water Authority Board
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 2, 9 a.m., Board of County
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3 Floor, El Paso
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo,
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso
County Information Technology Department. Meets
1** Wed. each month. Info: www.epcwa.com or 598-
0230.

e Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority
(BRRTA) Meeting, Fri., Feb. 4, 2:30 p.m., New
Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Meets 2" Fri. every other month. Info: 884-
8017.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

e The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun.,
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed.,
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10
& 10:45 a.m. Stories and more for children age 3
and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu.,
10 & 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake

Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Snow Show Puppets with
Denise Gard, Sat., Jan. 8, 1:30 p.m. Join in the
fun and help with the show! Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Read It Before You See It, Fri.,
Jan. 14, 1-3 p.m. Tweens (9 to 12 years of age) will
read a basic version of Romeo and Juliet and discuss it
and the upcoming Disney movie, Gnomeo and Juliet.
Do a craft, eat a snack, and enter a drawing for a ticket
to the movie. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Jan.
20, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Meets
3" Thu. each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Snowflake Bentley, Sat.,
Jan. 22, 10:30 a.m. Listen to and discuss Jacqueline
Martin’s Caldecott Medal-winning book with PLES
reading teacher Mrs. Phillips. Make a special craft,
too! Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway.
Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Tween Program: Anime Club,
Fri., Jan. 28, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Tweens ages 9-12: Great
discussion and activities regarding your favorite
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Jan.
29, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Meets
3" Thu. each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports
and homework, Tumblebooks—free online read-along
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs

e  Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Speak English! every Mon.,
7-8:30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation
in English with friendly and supportive people.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering
individual growth through life-long learning and
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Khnitting
Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.
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e  Monument Library: Valentine Workshop, Mon.,
Jan. 17, 1-3 p.m. Local artist Charlotte Miller
provides materials to teach adults and high school
students how to make meaningful and unique cards
for special people in their lives. Free; registration
required. Call 488-2370 or register online. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Jan. 21, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome to
this spirited group. This month’s selection is Galileo's
Daughter by Dava Sobel. Meets 3% Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Khnitters &
Crafters, Fri., Jan. 21, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to
share ideas, get help. Meets 1*and 3" Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Sat., Jan. 22, noon-4 p.m. Bone up on your
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost:
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers. Bring
a lunch. Registration required. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration &
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., Feb.
4, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets
I*tand 3" Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Feb. 7,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration, and structure during the process of
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1% & 3™
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

For these and other library events, please check http:

//ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e  Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

e Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250.

e Senior Mondays at Western Museum of Mining
& Industry (WMMI), every Mon. through March,
seniors are admitted into the museum for just $2.50
(regularly $6). Come see the museum that works! See
giant steam engines from the late 1800s. Tours begin
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). For more information,
call 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

e Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting
planning skills. New members and visitors welcome.
Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

e Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon.,
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

e Celebrate Recovery @ Forest Ridge Community
Church, every Mon., 7-9 p.m., The Hub, 1435
Cipriani Loop, Monument. Childcare provided. Info:
487-7700, or e-mail Annie, forestridge.cr@gmail.co
m.

e Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall,
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1* Thu. each month
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Administration Complex 166 Second St.,
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for
free bingo the 2™ Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info:
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

e Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,

every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551.

YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. &
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.;
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728.
BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m.,
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If
your company needs more business, visit us and learn
how we can help you. Come see why our networking
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com.

Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free
blood pressure screening 1** & 3 Wed. $3 donation
requested. Info: 488-3855.

Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.)
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome.
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).
FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome.
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call
Kirby, 481-3738.

Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Biblically-based support
group for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in
Action Group—Open, Big Book Study, every Thu.,
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 10:30 a.m.,
Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain,
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit
www.trilakesseniors.org.

Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org.

Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Jan. 8, 9 a.m., Vaile
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety
of art programs are offered after the business meeting.
Guests welcome. Meets 2™ Sat. each month. Info:
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection
Facility, Sat., Jan. 8, 9 am.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers Dr.,
Colorado Springs. Open the 2" Saturday each month
as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and accepts paint
and related products, lawn and garden chemicals,
household cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers,
fireworks, flares, ammunition, automotive products
(no tires), various electronics, and TVs up to
19” diagonal. Bring a nonperishable food item
for Care and Share. Akers Drive runs north off
Constitution Avenue just west of Marksheffel Road.
Info: 520-7878, or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/

Environmental Services/Solid Waste Management.
Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet,
Sat., Jan. 8, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated.
Open 2™ Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the
church, 488-9613.

Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Jan. 10, 5
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2"
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.
Woodmoor Business Group Meeting, Mon., Jan.
10, 6:30-8 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor
Dr. Woodmoor residents offering products and
services to the community. New members welcome!
Meets 2" Mon. each month. Info: Bobbi Doyle, 331-
3003, or visit www.woodmoorbusinessgroup.com.
Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon.,
Jan. 10. Meets 2™ Mon. each month for support,
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail Tracy Mills, Millspartyof6@msn.com.
Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly
Dinner Meeting: Building Business Strategies
based on your Personality, Tue., Jan. 11, 6:30
p-m., TNT is a dynamic women’s group that is
business-focused and fun. Meets 2™ Tue. each month,
location varies. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or
visit www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to
register.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Jan. 12, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner, 596-6787; or
Chuck Eaton, 495-2443.

Tri-Lakes MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 13, 9:15-11:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes
Chapel, 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. All
mothers-to-be and mothers with children from birth to
kindergarten are invited for engaging speakers, great
food, great friendships with other moms. Professional
childcare provided. Meets 2™ and 4" Thu., Sept.-May.
Info: visit www.trilakeschapel.org.

Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu.,
Jan. 13, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument,
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: Maggiec Nealon, 488-
3037.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Tuu., Jan. 13,

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.—Downtown Monument
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service

ANIMAL MOVERS
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6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2™ & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney,
481-2750.

e Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Jan. 13, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets
2% Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

e Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Jan.
15, 9 am., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3 Sat.
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

e Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Jan. 17, 6:
30-8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer
Lake. Come meet other parents of twins, triplets,
and more. Meets 3 Mon. each month. Childcare
available. RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-
4221.

e Senior Tea, Tue., Jan. 18, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA).
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets
3" Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 481-2360;
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

e  Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jan. 18,
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3™ Tue. each month. Info:
Lindsay, 487-9362.

e Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jan.
18, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St.,
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3™ Tue.
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander,
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.

e  Macular Degeneration Support Group for the
Visually Impaired, Thu., Jan. 20, 1-2 p.m. Meets
3" Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23.

e Palmer Lake Historical Society Pot Luck Dinner
and Membership Drive, Thu., Jan. 20, 7-9 p.m.,
at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Free
to the public. Please bring a side dish or dessert to
share. A meat dish and beverages will be provided.
Attendees are encouraged to bring an item related

Support Our Community.
Become an OCN volunteer!

Some of our readers may not realize
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If
you like the contribution OCN makes to
our community, now is the time to step
forward and help us provide accurate
information each month to over 15,000
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses.

We need additional reporters to help
cover meetings of local governmental
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What
did they talk about and what did they
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN'’s
skilled copy editors will help you refine
your article for publication.

Like to take pictures? We need digital,
slide, or print photos to illustrate future
articles.

We also need various other kinds of
help including preparing the mailing.

If you can spare a few hours to help
make an important difference in our
community, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or johnheiser@ocn.me.

to local history to show and discuss. The Historical
Society sponsors history-related events in the area.
Info: 559-0837, or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/
plhs/.

Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Jan. 21,
11:30 a.m., Falcon Club at the Air Force Academy.
Dr. Mary Kelly will present “When the Glass
Shatters,” what you need to know and do in case of
a sudden crisis. Cost: $17. RSVP by Jan. 14, 5 p.m.,
to Phyllis Petersen, 481-4403 or e-mail kayandpjpe
tersen@aol.com; Susan Colt, 232-8424, or e-mail
colts89@gmail.com; or Rosalie Pounder, 481-0405,
or e-mail jrpounder@comcast.net._

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, Fri.,
Jan. 21, 11 am., The Pinery, 12375 Black Forest
Rd. Get up and dance with Marc and Helen Sabin,
line-dance instructors from the Air Force Academy.
RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes, nonahayes@comcast.net,
481-9693, or Maureen Kral, reenbean@aol.com,
282-0164. Membership is open to all women living
in School District 38 and the luncheons are open to
all current TLWC members and their guests. The
club sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October
and the Pine Forest Antique & Garden Show & Sale
in April. Proceeds from these events benefit local
nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwe.net or contact Judy
Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or Barb Dienes,
bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392.

Free Community Yoga Class, beginning level,
Wed., Jan. 26, 5:45-7 p.m., Yoga Pathways Studio,
Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile
west of Safeway). No experience necessary. Please
bring non-perishable food or cash donation for Tri-
Lakes Cares. Meets last Wed. each month. Info: visit
www.yogapathwaysstudio.com, or call Raleigh, 481-
4137.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jan. 27,
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2™ & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney,
481-2750.

Tri-Lakes MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 28, 9:15-11:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes
Chapel, 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. All
mothers-to-be and mothers with children from birth to
kindergarten are invited for engaging speakers, great
food, great friendships with other moms. Professional

childcare provided. Meets 2™ and 4" Thu., Sept.-May.
Info: visit www.trilakeschapel.org.

Amateur Radio WOTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Radio Association), Mon, Jan. 31, 6:30 p.m.
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station
1, 18650 Highway 105 (next to the Pinz bowling
alley). All Amateur Radio Operators are welcome.
Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859.

Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Feb. 1, 6 p.m., location to
be decided. Join other young women who are battling
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1 Tue.
each month. Info: 351-5079.

Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch, Thu., Feb. 3, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall, 166 2" St. Meets 1% Thu. each month except
Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad
weather. Newcomers are welcome. Info: Bev Wells,
488-3327.

Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Feb. 3, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and
kids in your areca. Weekly activities and playgroups
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail m
onumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 80921
and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-9665
Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS

NEPCO Meeting: Wildfire Safety, Forestry, and
Landscaping, Sat., Jan. 8, 10 a.m.-noon, New
Monument Town Hall & Police Building, 645 Beacon
Lite Rd. All are welcome to this meeting of local
homeowners associations. Guest speakers will address
wildfire safety and general emergency preparedness.
Info: 481-2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Family Exploration Day, Sat., Jan. 8, 10 am.-3
p.m. Learn about ice age fossils of mammoths and
pollen, do rock and mining activities, see dirt from
the planet Mars. Have a rock or mineral that needs

Parting Shots

A fond farewell

Give blood Jan. 18

Above: After 8 years on the Baptist Road Rural
Transportation Authority board, District 1 County
Commissioner Wayne Williams attended his last
BRRTA meeting at Monument Town Hall Dec.
10. The board unanimously approved the 2011
budget prepared by CPA Carrie Bartow of Clifton
Gunderson LLP and then all those in attendance
enjoyed a piece of the “going away” cake
presented to Williams. In November, Williams
was elected to become the El Paso County
Clerk and Recorder. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Above: At the blood drive Dec. 15 at Lewis-Palmer
Middle School (L-R) Teresa Fraire, donor Brad Birus,
and Crystal Flores.

Don’'t miss the blood drive Jan. 18, 3-7 p.m. at Tri-
Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St. in Monument. No
appointment is needed, just walk in.

Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis
Hospitals.

For information, call nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864
x103.

Photo by Frank Maiolo.
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identifying? Members of the Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society will be on hand for rock and
mineral identification. Museum admission: $8 adults,
$7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum members.
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit
156 A) in Colorado Springs. RSVP & Info: 488-0880,
or visit www.wmmi.org.

Non-Profit Council Workshop, Part 2: “Effective
Use of Volunteers,” Thu., Jan. 13, 8:30-10:30
a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA Community Room,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. This is the first in a
two-part series presented by the Center for Non-
Profit Excellence. Cost: $45 for both workshops
(Part 1 was held in Dec., 2010). Register on line at
trilakeschamber.com or call the Tri-Lakes Chamber
of Commerce, 481-3282.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Ceol Ceili, Fri., Jan. 14, opening act at 7 p.m.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. See
the area’s favorite Irish band! Cost: $7 general, $4
BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail
Jjrmtn@comecast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) Electronics

questions after the hour-long film. Dinner specials
will be available before the film, at 5 p.m. Info:
robin.jones@ifsoc.org.

e Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Cahalen Morrison & Eli West, Fri., Jan. 28,
opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd.
at Shoup Road. A new blend of bluegrass/old time
music backed by locally known heavy hitters. Cost:
$7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-
6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.bla
ckroseacoustic.org.

e Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents Dr. Mary
Kelly’s seminar, “In Case of Emergency Break
Glass! Organize your Life,” Mon., Jan. 31, 6-9
p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. Be prepared; learn which important
documents you need to have ready in case of an
unexpected crisis. All proceeds from this event will
benefit Tri-Lakes Cares and the Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts. Cost: $30 per person, $50 couples; includes
one seminar workbook, dessert, and coffee. A cash bar
and light supper items for purchase will be available
prior to the program. Cash and checks only accepted
at the door and for any items purchased at the event.
Info: visit www.tlwc.net.

Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132.

Paid Advertisement

The Rabbi’s Corner
The Messiah—Part |

By Oswald Garagorry

The concept of the coming Messiah is of great in-
terest in both Judaism and Christianity. The Christian
position about the Messiah has been consistent
throughout history. It affirms the Messiah has come,
died, resurrected and ascended to heaven. It also main-
tains the hope and expectation that the Messiah will
come back again and establish His throne in New Jeru-
salem and from there, rule the entire universe.

That is when the prayer called the “Lord’s Prayer”
will have been answered. Because the kingdom of God
will have come, and His will, will have been done on
earth. In other words, the coming of the Messiah is
viewed as a divided event in which there is a first and
second coming. In the first coming, He is the suffering
servant, in the second coming He is the ruling king.

The Jewish position at the present time is that the

Messiah has not yet come, because there are many
things that the Messiah is expected to do that have not
been done. One expectation is that the Messiah is sup-
posed to bring peace on earth and there has never been
peace. Yet this current Jewish view is not consistent
with the teachings of ancient rabbis; it represents a
drastic change from the sages of the past. For example
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov in his book Divine Conver-
sation published by Chassidei Breslov Brooklyn, N.Y.
(page 21) affirms, “It was revealed by the sages that
our final redemption will have two phases. The long-
awaited redemption will first bring Meshiach Ben Yo-
sef, a descendant of Joseph, who will lead us through
the last struggles of the exile. Meshiach Ben Yosef
will be followed by Meshiach Ben David, a descendent
of King David, who will ascend the throne of universal
world leadership in eternal peace and happiness.”
Could it be possible that the concept of a first and
second coming and the “two phase redemption” are the
same? The view of Aliyah Congregation is the position

Recycling Event, Sat., Jan. 15,10 am.-2 p.m., TLCA o
Parking Lot, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Support
TLCA and help our environment by recycling your
unwanted TV’s, computers, audio/video equipment,
and small appliances. Recycling fees range from $5
for most electronic components, $10 for monitors,
and $1 per inch (diagonal screen measurement)
for TVs. Ethical recycling provided by Blue Star
Recyclers. Info: Andy O’Riley, 494-4238 or e-mail
andy@bluestarrecyclers.com, or visit www.bluestar
recyclers.com.

e Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Jan.
18, 3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St.,
Monument. No appointment needed, just walk in.
Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis
Hospitals. Info: call nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864
x103.

e Palmer Lake Historical Society Pot Luck Dinner
and Membership Drive, Thu., Jan. 20, 7-9 p.m., at

Valentine Art Exhibit and Sale, Tue., Feb. 1-Sat.,
Feb. 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., open until 8 p.m. Fri., The
West End Center, 755 Hwy 105 (3/4 mile west of
Monument Safeway), Palmer Lake. The Palmer Lake
Art Group presents a variety of original paintings,
jewelry, fiber art, pottery, photography, basketry,
and more. Meet the participating artists and watch
their art demonstrations. Free admission. Proceeds
from this event will be used to fund scholarships for
Tri-Lakes area students. Info: Margarete Seagraves,
229-6623; e-mail seagmArt@compdsn.com, or visit
www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are
included, when requested, for events advertised in the

Palmer Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Free to
the public. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
A meat dish and beverages will be provided. Bring an
item related to local history to show and discuss. The
Historical Society sponsors history-related events
in the area. Info: 559-0837, or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us/plhs/.

Free Parenting Training: Early Childhood
Parenting, Thu., Jan. 20-Feb. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor.
Dr. Nancy Anderson will offer a free 5-week program,
“Becoming a Love and Logic Parent,” for parents of
children under age 6. A 5-week program for parents of
older children begins Feb. 24. Info: 330-6614.
AARP Help Fight Hunger Meeting, Fri., Jan. 21, 1-
3 p.m., Friendship Baptist Church, 633 E. Dale Street,
Colorado Springs. More than 55 million Americans,
including at least 6 million seniors, suffer from lack of
food. This meeting will focus on how best to mobilize
the resources of AARP Colorado in partnership with
other community organizations to lessen the impact
of hunger in the community. All AARP members,
community service organizations, and individuals
interested in fighting hunger in the Colorado Springs
area are invited to attend. Info: Roberto Rey, 866-
554-5376; or Stan Beckner, 596.6787.

Knights of Columbus Youth Free Throw
Championship, Sat., Jan. 22, 10 am.-2 p.m., St.
Peter Catholic School gymnasium, 55 N. Jefferson,
Monument. Boys and girls ages 10 to 14 are invited
to participate in the local level of competition for the
2011 Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship.
Winners progress through local, district, and state
competitions. Participants are required to furnish
proof of age and written parental consent. Entry forms
will be available at the competition. Info: Rob Hoette,
481-8294.

Free Community Cinema Screening, Sat., Jan.
22, 6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. The Independent Film Society of
Colorado, Rocky Mountain PBS, and Goodwill have
teamed up to bring For Once in My Life, a film about
how the Goodwill band in Miami Beach overcame
great obstacles to perform before the Mayor’s
Convention. Speakers from Goodwill will answer

current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in

Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor
on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board
has established a policy that we do not knowingly print
letters that have appeared in substantially the same
form elsewhere. Please identify your submission as a
letter to the editor and include your full name, home
address, and day and evening phone numbers. A limit
of 300 words is recommended. Letters may be edited
for length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter
to editor@ocn.me or mail to Our Community News,
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In
response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement,
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that
we have received your letter.

expressed by Rabbi Nachman of Breslov
and we completely disagree with the
current Jewish view of the Messiah.
Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah
Congregation that meets Saturdays,
10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr.
www.aliyahcongregation.com e (719) 330-2382
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Why advertise
in OCN?

OCN is mailed free to ev-
ery resident and business
in the Tri-Lakes area. We
put copies of OCN into the
hands of those people most
likely to buy your products or
services.

OCN is a primary source
for Tri-Lakes area news.
Advertising in a credible me-
dium typically rubs off on the
advertisers in that media.
OCN takes ads only from
Tri-Lakes area businesses.
Your ad won’t be competing
for attention with ads from
Colorado Springs and Castle
Rock.

OCN’s low ad rates and
monthly publication sched-
ule help stretch your ad
budget. OCN has the lowest
ad cost per printed copy of
any local publication. Since
OCN is a monthly publica-

tion, your ad is out there for

Alice’s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate a month—more than _ four

times longer than other local

« . . papers.
If you, or someone you &1'1074}, are z[eq[mg Wztﬁ B toesit use contracts.
Eldercare or other Caregiver needs, including Our advertisers ~advertise
real estate needs, I invite you to use the free With us because they see ben-
. . efit in it, not because they’re
information and resources found at bound by a contract they

www. CaregiversLibrary.org or signed months before.

- - ” You are supporting a good
www.RealEstate. Caregwersﬁz(imry. ory. thing. Your advertising dol-

lars support a unique all-vol-
unteer, Tri-Lakes-focused,
nonprofit effort to present
factual, comprehensive news
to all Tri-Lakes area resi-
dents.

And the best reason

- o s - e 5
Monument Beauty—End of cul-de-sac Kissing Camels Beauty—Large town of all: It works!
with great views over pine trees. One- home on golf course. Gated community. To see how well OCN ads have
acre private lot. 5 bd. 4 ba. 3-car garage. Private sauna complex in the home. worked for other businesses, go
Close to |-25 and shopping. Only Awesome Pikes Peak and front range to www.ocn.me/advertise.htm#
$570,000. views. Now only $650,000. testimonials.
. . For more information
www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com on advertising, go to
Call Alice for a Showing Today! www.ocn.me/advertise.htm
Alice Sweatman or contact John Heiser at
719'200'5258 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

Learn to Home
CSkate! || Repairs

& Maintenance

BASEMENT
FINISHING

.S'tart the NeW Yeal' ]'I'ght-come jOiI) US’.’ * Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates *
& classes for $80 ” For all your
Reqular Session starts Jan. 1 .
Mondays 5:30 pm & 6:00 pm repair and
Home School/Pre-School maintenance
Session starts Jan. 14*
Fridays 100 pm & 1:30 pm needs around
Ages 3 through Adult r h m
Figure Skate Levels: Snowplow 1 - FS 6 yOll ome
Ice Hockey Levels: 1 - 4 or office.
For information, visit www.cogportscenter.com “Pool Hall” with an open home theater
or contact Deb at Sk8CoachDeb@aol.com. 6 49 6198 “Whether you know exactly what you want
16240 0ld Denver Highway ‘m - or don’t have a clue wi.lere to start, .1 can help.
Monument SPORTS Over 20 years experience. 488'9812 John Balley / Balley Homes
Please mention this ad whenregistering  ICIEENTER Licensed & Insured. Tri-Lakes residentsince 1987 h?;ﬁﬁf&ﬂﬁﬁiﬁi ofresidential construction
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