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Free

Upcoming
Local Events

See pages 31-35 for details
of these and many other
local events.

Electronics Recycling Event
Sat., Apr. 9, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Drop off
your old electronics for a nominal
recycling fee. All proceeds will
benefit Palmer Ridge High School
Baseball.

Mothers’ Day Market: Great Gifts &
Baked Goods
Tue., Apr. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Shop
for Mothers’ Day gifts and help a
local charity—special drawing to
benefit Tri-Lakes Cares.

Free income tax filing assistance by
trained AARP volunteers.
Through Apr. 18.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Meet-

ing: Historical Tour of the Black Forest
Thu., Apr. 21, 7-9 p.m, Palmer Lake
Town Hall. Led by Terry Stokka.

Palmer Lake’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Sat., Apr. 23, 10-11 a.m., Palmer
Lake Village Green and Town Hall.

Palmer Lake’s Easter Pancake Break-
fast
Sun., Apr. 24, 7-11 a.m. Hosted by
the Palmer Lake Fire Department
Protection Association.

A Taste of Tri-Lakes Cares
Mon., Apr. 25, 5:30 p.m. Local chefs
will prepare dishes using only items
from the USDA Federal Commodity
program; items that can be found in
food pantries throughout El Paso
County.

35th Annual Pine Forest Antiques &
Garden Show & Sale,
April 30, 10 am.-5 p.m., and May
1, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Lewis-Palmer
High School, See ad on page 10. All
proceeds benefit the School District
38 community. m

Above: Students of the
Celtic Steps Irish Dance
Studio perform a hard shoe
dance at the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts. Left:
Ceol Ceili band members,
from left, Heidi McClure,
Roy Jackson, Steve Hart,
and Kari Wilson. Photos by
David Futey.
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Irish music and dance energize TLCA

By David Futey

On March 11, the Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts (TLCA) hosted two events in
celebration of the upcoming St. Patrick’s
Day. The evening opened with students
from Celtic Steps, an Irish dance school,
bringing a high-energy performance to
the TLCA dance floor.

Caryn Morgan, coordinator with
Celtic Steps, said the organization was
formed by Lord of the Dance dancers Ais-
ling and Shaun Casey. The school teaches
traditional Irish step, hard shoe dance,
and other dance techniques. The Colo-
rado Springs school has 200 students, and
they were scheduled to have five perfor-
mances at various locations during the St.

Patrick’s Day week. Information on Celtic
Steps is at www.celticsteps.org.

The second event saw a return
of Ceol Ceili to the TLCA stage. The
Colorado Springs-based Irish band per-
formed a mix of traditional Irish songs
and its own compositions. The band last
played the TLCA in 2008 and since that
time has been performing throughout
the area, working on a new CD and
integrating a new band member, Roy
Jackson. Information on Ceol Ceili is at
www.ceolceili.com.

Information on upcoming events at
the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org.

David Futey can be contacted at

dfutey@ocn.me

Monument Sanitation District Board, March 17

Plea to governor points out high
costs of proposed regulations

By Jim Kendrick

On March 17, the board of the Monument
Sanitation District unanimously approved
a letter of concern to Gov. John Hicken-
looper regarding the expected extremely
high costs for proposed state-mandated
capital additions to the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility to remove addi-
tional total phosphorus and total nitrogen
from facility effluent.

The letter stated that the costs would
be imposed by the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment with
no demonstrated scientific basis that the
facility modifications would produce sig-
nificant water quality improvements in
Monument Creek.

The executive summary and the full
text of the Monument district’s letter to
Hickenlooper are reprinted on page 4.

JUC update
District Manager Mike  Wicklund
noted that the directors of the Tri-Lakes
facility’s Joint Use Committee (JUC)
had unanimously approved seeking help
directly from Hickenlooper and state
and county elected officials in reviewing
the state Health Department’s new water
quality regulations regarding phosphorus
and nitrogen removal for publicly owned
wastewater treatment facilities. Letters
will also be written by the districts that
will also ask the elected officials to help

(Continued on page 3)

Assessor reports
big declines in
average assessed
property values

By John Heiser

At the March 12 meeting of the Northern

El Paso County Coalition of Community

Associations (NEPCO), Mark Lowder-

man, El Paso County assessor, estimated

that assessed values of properties in the
county will decline an average of about

15 percent.

He estimated the average decline in
the Tri-Lakes area at about 10 percent.
He said the greatest declines are being
seen in the eastern part of the county,
with some declines over 40 percent.

Lowderman noted that the declines
in assessed values will result in a decline
of about $7.5 million in the county’s
general fund. Significant reductions in
property taxes will also affect many dis-
tricts, including the Pikes Peak Library
District, fire protection districts, and
school districts.

Some highlights of Lowderman’s
presentation and responses to questions:
* El Paso County has the highest

number of parcels of land of any

county in Colorado. There are
currently about 260,000 parcels
in the county. In 2000, there were

190,000 parcels. The increase over

the past 10 years is mostly due to

residential subdivisions.

* All properties must be reassessed
every odd-numbered year.

*  The new assessed value is used to
determine property taxes due the
following year.

* The assessments are based on 24
months of sales data ending six
months prior to the current year.
For the assessments being done now,
the data being used is for sales that
closed between July 1, 2008, and
June 30, 2010.

*  There are usually about 25,000 sales
during the two-year period. This
time there are only about 13,000
sales.

e Over the prior 20 years, the county
has seen double-digit property value
increases.

¢ In some areas, half the sales were
of bank-owned properties. Many
of these properties are not in good
condition and tend to accelerate
declining market values.

*  Property owners will receive notices
of the new assessed value of their
properties by May 1. Appeals of
assessed values must be filed prior to

June 1.
* Appeals should be based on
comparable sales. Lowderman

encouraged residents to contact
his office for help with appeals. He
said his office’s mission is to arrive
at a fair and accurate value of each
property. He added that about half
of all appeals result in a reduction
in the assessed value. The value is
never increased as a result of an

appeal. (Continued on page 2)
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ASSESSOR (Cont. from 1)

In the event agreement
cannot be reached
with the Assessor’s
Office, the next level
of appeal involves
a county mediator.
The Board of County
Commissioners
reviews the mediated
agreements.

If the property owner
is dissatisfied with
the outcome of the
second-level appeal,
the final appeal is
to a state board of
assessment appeals in
Denver. In 2009, out
of 10,000 appeals that
were filed in El Paso
County, 12 went to the

state board.
Currently, a factor of
7.96 percent is applied
to the assessed value
of residential property
to  determine the
taxable portion. Mill
rates for the various
taxing districts are
then applied to the
taxable portion.
Twenty-nine percent
is the corresponding
factor for non-
residential ~ property,
which includes vacant
land.

The 796 percent
figure is the result
of the Gallagher
Amendment to the
ColoradoConstitution.

Pet Sitting $5 OFF

(719) 434-8709, lovemycanine@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/lovemycanine/

Two Timers

Fine Consign

Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor

The Gallagher
Amendment was
passed in the 1980s
and requires that 45
percent of all property
taxes come from
residential properties
and 55 percent from
non-residential
properties. As the
number and value of
residential properties
have increased over
the years, the factor
applied to residential
properties has steadily
declined from more
than 20 percent to the
present 7.96 percent.

» The property tax
exemption  program
for seniors under
which qualifying
seniors pay reduced
property  taxes is
administered by the
county Assessor’s
Office. That program
is  currently  not
funded.

At the conclusion of the

meeting, NEPCO Presi-

dent Hans Post thanked

Lowderman for his infor-

mative presentation.

seskstesfesokkokoskok

NEPCO’s mission is to

promote communication

and interaction among the

HAVE UNWANTED GOLD?

Two Timers is hosting its fifth gold party in the store on
Sat., Apr 23 from 10-5. Bring in your unwanted gold and
RECEIVE TOP DOLLAR IN CASH! Damaged or broken?
Doesn’t matter. Don’t know if it’s gold? Bring it in and see.
Can’t make it in? Drop it off and we will take care
of it for you.

homeowners associations
and residential areas of
northern El Paso County in
order to exchange ideas on
topics of common interest
and to develop collective
responses to the county on
issues affecting the quality
of life of NEPCO member

Clip and save through April
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM

(Does not include items marked down 80%)

When the going gets tough! The TOUGH GET GOI ),Q\
£

Currently taking Spring/Summer

in the Tri-Lakes, Gleneagle, Black Forest & Colorado Springs Areas _
!&"RAZ AGEJ T . {‘ N & SHOP SMART associations.
Eu;e dvantage of this C arl C a dls ) @ |[‘| SHOP CONSIGNMENT |u| The next NEPCO

Located in Monument behind Rosie’s Diner

meeting will be held May
14 at 10 a.m. at the Monu-
ment Town Hall and Police
Building, 645 Beacon Lite

KEI.LERW!I.UAMS Client’s Choice Realty
NTc2r72c7Tc7 ~L eZe? —AFer7L
-~ -«

13710 Struthers Rd.,Colorade Springs, CO 80921

Looki.r:_?yfor an investment

properfy or foreclosures? New consignors call for an appointment today

719-484-0300
www.twotimers.net

! ! Road at Highway 105.
The topic will be the 2010
census and community

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS survey. .
KINGS DEER For more informa-
- N hod tion on NEPCO, visit

. - : yil b * Now offering the European metho

WALK-OUT RANCHER ON OVER 5 MODEL HOME CONDITION! 5 br, 3.5ba, UNSURPASSED VIEWS OF PIKES PEAK & P www.nepco.org or  call

ACRES! Mountain views! Over 4000
sq. ft finished. 4 br, 3 ba. Gourmet
kitchen. Hardwood floors. 3-car at-
tached garage. 3000 sq. ft. barn/
shop/RV garage! Zoned for horses.
NO COVENANTS! OnIy $465 000!

great room, rec room, formal living
and dining rooms, kitchen with gran-
ite, hardwood floors, unsurpassed
views! Upgrades and custom features
throughout! D-11. The best you'll find
at only $450,000!

AND AFA! Over 3700 sq. ft., open
concept, large decks, cook’s dream
kitchen, main-level master with 5 pc.
bath, radiant heat, .63-acre corner lot
with trees, 3-car garage, attached RV
garage!! Best buy at only $450,000!

PASSIVE SOLAR HOME IN WAKONDA

OVER 2300 SQ. FT RANCHER ON 6.39

MAIN-LEVEL _LIVING TOWNHOME IN

HiLLs! 1.23-acres. Trees, privacy and
mountain views! Over 2300 sq. ft, 4
br, 2 ba, remodeled eat-in kitchen
with granite tops. Tile floors, main-
level master, large deck. Now only
$318,900!

ACRES! Like new condition, 4 bd, 2
ba, light and bright, wood-burning
fireplace, master suite with 5 pc mas-
ter bath, large kitchen with island,
pantry and much more! D-38. A fabu-
lous buy at only $205,000.

MoONUMENT! 2 br, 2 ba, 1-car garage.
End unit on quiet corner lot. Mountain
and Peak views. Like-new. Only
$165,000. More townhomes available
in Monument and Gleneagle starting
at $90K. Great financing available!

* No charge assigned for cancelled lessons
* Half-hour lessons offered at $20

Musically-challenged students welcome
Interviews and inquiries: Melinda Zark 719.492.1116

Bob Swedenburg at 481-
2723.
John Heiser can
be contacted at
johnheiser@ocn.me.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO THE TEA HOUSE

Celebrating 3 years
of providing a unique
tea house experience!

Free Loose Leaf Tea Samples
(as long as supply lasts)

Sonny Hood
Capturing the Moment
Photography Exhibit
thru May 28
Open 8am - 5pm
Tuesday - Saturday

www.wisdomteahouse.com

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT Lorts!

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-
RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and
great views from this corner
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy
build. Should take walk-out.
Well and septic required.

2.50 ACRES ON WEST
SIDE! Pines, scrub oak and
more! Fabulous mountain
and city views. Zoned for
horses. Modulars and
outbuildings OK. Close to
national forest. OWNER WILL

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner
lot with pines and meadow!
Close to community park,
quiet street, area of $1M
homes, will take walk-out.

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern
exposure on this wooded lot
located on a quiet street.
Easy build. Should take
walk-out basement. One of
Area of estate homes. D38. the few lots left in this estate Soil tests done. OWNER WILL
Only $225,000! area. Only $209,000! CARRY. Only $179,900! CARRY. Reduced to $79,000!

h:.mg in Monument, Palmer Lake, Woodmoor, Black Forest, Gleneagle & Colorado Springs

A Full Service Brokerage with rl'oday 3

REDUCED Commissions

\WR=M

IHFUSIHG LIiFE \W/iTH
TEA*= CONVERSATION * ART

65 Second St.
Monument, CO
719-481-8822

Thmkmg of selling you home?
Call for a FREE MARKET Analysis
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Mon. San. Dist. (cont. from 1)
make sure that any new require-
ments imposed are realistic, af-
fordable, and cost-effective.

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as a separate public utility
and is jointly owned, in equal
one-third shares, by Monument
Sanitation District, Palmer Lake
Sanitation District, and Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict. A separate three-member
JUC acts as the board of the Tri-
Lakes facility and consists of one
director from each of the three
owner districts’ boards.

Note: The Upper Monument
Creek Regional Wastewater
Treatment Facility, which is
located two miles south of the
Tri-Lakes Facility on Monu-
ment Creek, and the Academy
Water and Sanitation District
are facing the same extremely
costly state-mandated tighter
regulations on total phosphorus
and total nitrogen in their
effluent. These proposed
new regulations would also
require a similarly expen-
sive capital investment by
each facility with little if
any measurable benefits in
water quality. The Upper
Monument facility is jointly
owned by Donala Water and
Sanitation District, Triview
Metropolitan District, and
Forest Lakes Metropolitan
District.

Wakonda Hills home
pump installation

planning finalized
Wicklund reported that the
first district-owned grinder
pumps would soon be in-
stalled in those homes that
could not be economically

connected by gravity to the now
completed expansion of the dis-
trict’s collection system through-
out Wakonda Hills. The district
is providing the pumps to ensure
that all the affected homes have
a standardized installation pack-
age. Individual pump installa-
tions will vary in cost depending
on the existing electrical service
and location of the pump and wet
well, but the pump circuitry will
be standardized.

The district will be respon-
sible for maintenance and repair
of the pumps. The affected hom-
eowners will still be responsible
for the cost of installing the wet
well for the pump and the service
line that connects the house to
the tap in the district’s collec-
tion line.

Willow Springs update
Wicklund stated that he would
obtain additional access ease-

ments to the Willow Springs
property from the new land-
owner to ensure that full access
would be fully available for
taking water quality samples
in Monument Creek from just
below the Tri-Lakes facility to
Baptist Road. Hillcrest Bank
of Kansas has foreclosed on the
original developer. Hillcrest has
no plans to develop this property
in the near term.

The meeting adjourned at 9:
25 p.m.

seoksk skokskoskokskk

The next meeting will be held at
7 p.m. on April 21 in the district
conference room, 130 Second St.
Meetings are normally held on
the third Thursday of the month.
Information: 481-4886.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted

at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Complete service
comes to you!

(719) 487-9119
gervice@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing,
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes

& Lighting, and more..

5/06/2011

COmedwg 5/06/2011

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday

10 am to 7 pm Sunday

719-481-0708

e Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines
* 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers

e Fine Cigars + Wide Variety of Spirits - Walk-In Wine Cooler

Now ENROLLING

FOR 2011-2012
PRESCHOOL THROUGH 6TH GRADE
+ NCA Accredited, State Licensed + Core Knowledge Curriculum
+ Dedicated to Catholic Values + Everyday Math

«+ Financial Aid Available + Highly Qualified Teachers
+ Full Day & Half Day Preschool  « Limited Class Size

Call or visit to enroll

Fr. Don Brownstein
Pastor

Mary Hoffmann
Principal

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument
Www.ucsppr.org
Come and visit a school where school spirit means more than a mascot.
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267 Washington St.
Monument

(719) 358-7961

Mon.-Fri. 10 am -6 pm
Sat. 10am -4 pm

Through Thick or Thin, Curly or Straight,
WE APPRECIATE You!

i S 7 0 OFF any service of $35 i

or more per individual client
Airbrush Tan Special—Only $25°

Please visit our website for April Specials
www.LunaHairandSpa.com

Ask about our daily “Last Minute Luxuries.”

* Based on full menu prices. Offer with Luna employees only. May
not be combined with other offers. Offers good thru 5/31/11.

Letter to Gov. Hickenlooper

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Subject: Proposed Water Quality Control Division
Wastewater Treatment Facility NPDES Discharge Permit
Standards for Total Phosphorus and Total Nitrogen

Dear Governor Hickenlooper,

Do not approve the currently proposed amendments to

Regulations 31 and 85.

*  $3 to $6 billion in unfunded mandates on Colorado
governments.

+  EPA mandating “one size fits all” state-wide numeric
nutrient limits (CO Bureaucrats concur).

*  CO Revolving Fund does not have enough to loan for
new nutrient-driven projects.

* No state has complied fully with EPA’s nutrient
control regulation.

* Florida and other states have been successful with
lawsuits against the EPA.

« U.S. G.S. SPARROW model shows 90% to 95%
nutrients come from non-point sources.

*  Monument Sanitation District’s upgrades would cost
$25 million according to the EPA.

Sincerely,
Michael Wicklund
Manager, Monument Sanitation District

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of

drop-off. Prepayment required.

Cannot be combined with other
offers. Expires 4/30/11.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road
By King Soopers
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

New metalworking
and resin classes
by appointment!

20% OFF

Beads, Yarn, and Supplies
Offer good through 4/30/11.

www.beadcorneronline.com

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages * All Levels * All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years'
Teaching Experience

Call Mike at 487-8435

Monument Sanitation District
P.O. Box 205

130 Second Street
Monument, CO 80132-0205
March 17, 2011

Governor John W. Hickenlooper, State of Colorado

Subject: Proposed Water Quality Control Division
Wastewater Treatment Facility NPDES Discharge Permit
Standards for Total Phosphorus and Total Nitrogen

Dear Governor Hickenlooper,

Please do not approve the Division’s currently pro-
posed amendments to Regulations 31 and 85.

The purpose of this letter is to ask for your support to
help control increases in near and long term property tax-
es for bond repayment as well as monthly sanitary sewer
fees for most Colorado citizens. These cost increases will
result from currently proposed Environmental Protection

Family Horse Boarding

For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property.

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. W\
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter. {A

Call Rick at 481-6660

Piano Lessons

A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.
Now accepting
new students.

: //ﬁ Wwww.pianobypam.com
646-2791

Call Pam Brunson

Agency and Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment initiatives regarding tighter regulatory con-
trols on the amount of total phosphorus and total nitrogen
released to state waters in wastewater treatment facility
effluent. The huge statewide cost increases that would
result from these proposed tighter water quality standards
for treated effluent are in conflict with your executive
order that directs state agencies to minimize, if not elimi-
nate, unfunded mandates on Colorado special districts
and municipalities.

CDPHE’s Water Quality Control Division receives
about 75 percent of its annual budget from the federal
government through the EPA’s Performance Partnership
Agreement. Division staff members have been unusually
stressed by the Agency’s demands for “one size fits all”
state-wide numeric discharge limits for total phosphorus
and total nitrogen — nutrients that actually help sustain
the state’s widely diverse ecosystems. Excessive amounts
of these nutrients can cause dissolved oxygen deficits for
aquatic life due to excessive oxygen consumption by algae
which in turn create excessive amounts of chlorophyll-a.
However, the science on direct cause and effect relation-
ships between these specific nutrients and algae in the
widely disparate ecological settings found in Colorado
is not well defined much less proven in all circumstances.

The types of “limit of technology” capital equipment
that would have to be installed at nearly every WWTF
in order to meet these new much tighter limits coupled
with the much higher operating and maintenance costs
for operating this new additional equipment will create
financial problems in nearly every city, town, and rural
hamlet throughout Colorado. For smaller towns and spe-
cial districts, the cost of purchasing and installing the new
treatment equipment alone will likely exceed the total
present worth of their existing facility. For the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility the new equipment would
cost about $25 million for this $6.2 million facility, using
the estimating factors listed in EPA’s “Biological Nutrient
Removal Processes and Costs” fact sheet.

No state has willingly complied fully with EPA’s nu-
trient control regulation demands to date because of the

Suite A in the West End Center
755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway)

r Yoga >
Pathways

Studio

Check our website for our
daily class schedule and
info about our April workshops!

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858

* Member of the Colorado Society of CPA’s
¢ Certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor
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huge continuing additional costs that would be required
and the lack of a scientific peer review of the agency’s
proposed numeric limits. Nor has there been any scientif-
ic peer review of the Division’s proposed nutrients limits
or the Division’s aquatic life multimetric index statistics
these limits are also based on in part. EPA’s own rules
call for scientific peer review in order to be sure that the
mandated installation of new additional treatment equip-
ment will result in cost-effective water quality improve-
ments. Florida and other states have been successful in
slowing imposition of single state-wide numeric nutrient
standards by filing law suits against the Agency. Please
keep in mind that the U.S. Geological Survey’s SPAR-
ROW model shows that as much as 90 to 95 percent of
anthropogenic nutrients contributed to streams and lakes
come from non-point sources, such as agriculture, in
some watersheds.

Copies of the graphed results of this SPARROW
study for both phosphorus and nitrogen nutrients in 11
Colorado watersheds are attached for your reference.
Please compare the relatively small point source contri-
bution of phosphorus and nitrogen to state waters (a part
of which comes from WWTFs) to those of all the various
non-point sources that EPA cannot regulate. Note that
the point source contribution of nitrogen in the Arkansas
River basin, which includes Monument Creek, is minus-
cule in comparison.

These charts were provided on page 5 of a 53-page
letter to the Division from Metro Wastewater Reclama-
tion District, dated March 7, 2011. The title of that letter
is “Metro Wastewater Reclamation District Comments on
the Initial Draft Regulatory Language for Water Quality
Control Division Nutrients Proposal, dated February 2,
20117 This letter is available at www.CWQF.org under
the March, 2011 meeting link on the Nutrient Criteria
Work Group page. The file name is “Metro Comments on
Proposal 03-07-11.pdf”

The Colorado Water Resources and Power Develop-
ment Authority has allocated $400,000 for a cost-benefit
study on currently available treatment processes that may
have a chance of meeting some of the tight standards be-
ing demanded of CDPHE by EPA Region 8. The results
of that study are currently scheduled to be available later
this year. The Division has taken input from stakehold-

ers’ engineering and legal consultants in extensively re-
writing its original draft request for proposal. However,
the Division has not amended the very constrictive long
term nutrient limits that it is proposing to apply to each
and every NPDES discharge permit that the Division is-
sues to state publicly owned wastewater treatment works.
Hence, the proposed long term nutrient limits remain
scientifically and economically unsound.

The Authority and the Division are co-administra-
tors of the Colorado Water Pollution Control Revolving
Fund (WPCRF), the state revolving fund that most small
districts, towns, and hamlets will be compelled to petition
for low interest capital funding of their state-mandated
nutrient-related water quality improvement projects. The
Division will run the process for selecting the contractor
that will perform the study for the Authority and super-
vise all aspects of technical and contract management.
The cost-benefit study results will be used by the Author-
ity to help it prioritize the torrent of special district and
municipal loan applications that will follow the Division’s
implementation of the EPA’s demands for tighter nutrient
regulations.

Financing of all these projects will take several de-
cades at best. There will simply not be enough money to
loan in a timely manner from the state’s revolving fund.
There isn’t anywhere near enough money in the revolving
fund now for already approved state projects as can be
seen in Attachment 2, which lists information on Clean
Water SRF funding for 2010, but does not reflect the proj-
ects that will be mandated by the Agency’s and Division’s
proposed tighter nutrient limits. The cost for new nutri-
ent-driven projects will most likely exceed the $2.5 bil-
lion figure for 533 approved but still unfunded projects in

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH
Est. 1996 He Is :@Blsen

e Lessons

: CHA Certified *Year Round

: Instructor *Group, Private
+ *Riding Lessons *Ages 7 - Adult

*Horse Training *Western, English
*Show Team *Dressage

481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz

For all your
plumbing
needs

Plumbing, LLC 719.633-6948 (ofc)
Shawn Heer, Principal 719.351.3573 (cell)

| Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor! |

Snow Removal

Affordable. Licensed and Insured.

719-488-1818

Auditions for
Sense & Sensibility

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
14960 Woodcarver Road. The clinic is on the west side of
I-25. Exit I-25 west on Baptist Road. Turn left (south)
on Woodcarver to 14960 (Green building).

Theapeutic Massage Therapy offers:
e Soft tissue treatment—I"ve had massages around the
world. Thea, you are the best.—S.B., USAF pilot
* Sports massage specialist
¢ Therapeutic Flax seed-filled pillows
e Workshops, walking groups (Talk and Tennies),
health and wellness discussion groups.
o Cofinity* insurance health care provider.
Althea (Thea) Smith, MS, RMT, RA
(719) 488-2250 or 481-4877 x100

An new musical play by Karen Hamer

May 9 in Colorado Springs

Paid roles for actors 12 years thru adults
www.tinroof-productions.com for info
or call Karen Hamer (719) 502-9056.

Calculations, Il

Providing Small Business
Bookkeeping and Payroll
Services for 21 Years

June Risner
(719) 448-0748
Cell: (317) 440-1679

1 |
, Enjoy a re]axmg massage.

1 310 OFF Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage! |
| Limit one per customer. Good through 4/30/11. |
e on oo o o e e ae e Ee e Ee EE D e B B B EE EE Ew Em ol

Drywall Work

Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497

SANTA FE TRAIL JEWELRY

125 2nd St.
Monument

719-481-0250

FREE Trollbeads Silver
or Leather Bracelet
with purchase of an
upgraded clasp.

One per customer for a
limited time only.

THE ORIGINAL SINCE 1976

Home Construction and Remodeling

e New construction o Additions
e Remodeling e Decks
e Basement finishing e RV garages

Marty Christensen
Chartercraft Homes, Inc.
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984

Licensed and insured

HART.

17535 Chipped
Arrow  Way,
Woodmoor—
Stunning updated
custom  home.
Incredible  Pikes
Peak views. New:
Granite, slate
floors, maple cabi-
nets, stainless
steel appliances,
double ovens, walnut plank floors, carpet, and impressive stonework
on floor to ceiling fireplace. List price $500,000.
Please see the virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/29042.

1125 E. Highway
105, Monument—
i park-

acres in  Monu-
ment. Perfect for
: about any

*| nants. Nice ranch-
.. style home with
improvements
already made. Newer vinyl windows, newer stucco, gas fireplace,
pellet stove, domestic well, horses OK. 4 bedroom, 2 bath. One-level
living in the heart of Monument. List price $324,900.

RAFT HomEes

Please see the virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/27133.

e

RF/M K w @'ﬂPERTIES, INC.

For complete information on
these properties, visit
www.andyellis.remax.com

. 719-641-7400

A
Colorado Springs, Monument

Palmer Lake, Gleneagle
Black Forest, Woodmoor

Ready, Willing, and
Able to Fandle U Yo
Zeal Eotate Veeds!

Email: andyellis@remax.net
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the state’s Intended Use Plan for FY 2011.

The projected total debt necessary to finance these
state-mandated WWTF capital improvement projects
is approximately $3 billion to $6 billion for Colorado.
These capital costs are simply not affordable, particularly
for small special districts like Monument with only about
1,000 customers. Likewise, the much higher operating

v

0
S
N

the

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

TRI-LAKES YMCA

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Ages: 8-13 Years Old

\V,

* Advanced Soccer Camp
* New! Sports Conditioning Camp

Cost: $125 - Members / $155 - Non-Members
* Soccer Camp
TR
/]
* Basketball Camp N
* Lacrosse Camp
SWIM LESSONS/SWIM TEAM
Ages: 3 + Years Old ;.
Cost: Starts at $12

« Flag Football Camp
(>
* Volleyball Camp "’

www.ppymca.org

Dr. Bud Gerathy

family dentistry

We care about you.
www.monumentfamilydentistry.com
325 Second St., Suite A

719-481-4949

5,
5

BEST
REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

Top Selling Agent

LAND FOR SALE
® 4 Cave Springs Rd.,
Franktown, 20ac, $305K

e 495 High St., Palmer Lake,
.28ac, $79K

gl © 525 Southfork Dr., Palmer
Lake, .19ac, $50K

20488 Kenneth Lainer Dr., High
Pines, .53ac, $115K

13910 Boulder Ln., Woodmoor
Mtn., 3.79ac, $33K

2344 Badger Dr., Woodmoor
Mtn., 1.81ac, $27,900

Kathy Allen
Broker/Manager

(719) 234-1182
(719) 661-9863

www.kathyallen.net
www.bestrealestateincoloradosprings.com

170 South Valley Rd., Palmer e
Lake—3 bd, 2 ba, fresh interior
paint, hickory floors, maple cabi- e
nets, new vinyl windows, updated
baths. Text R2166 to 85377 for
info.

costs for the new equipment coupled with the continuing
costs of operating and maintaining older existing equip-
ment are not sustainable. If district property owners de-
feat bond issues at the ballot box and no grant money be-
comes available to the small communities, average user
fees would increase from an average of approximately
$39 per month to an average of approximately $150 per
month just to cover debt service on revenue bonds. An-
nual operating costs would also increase substantially,
particularly for most small WWTFs, further elevating
average monthly user fees. All this is being asked of the
state’s small wastewater districts when, we repeat, up to
90 to 95 percent of anthropogenic nutrients contributed to
streams and lakes come from agricultural sources, which
are out of the EPA’s reach.

The Colorado Water Quality Control Act requires
consideration of economic feasibility in the adoption of
control regulations and water quality standards. It is
critical that the practical economic aspects of the pro-
posed state-mandated nutrient removal requirements be
included in your analysis of the future funding needs of
the seven small Tri-Lakes regional wastewater districts
that have only 300 to 3,000 customers producing only
30,000 to 600,000 gallons of average wastewater flow
per day.

Piamo Lessons By Becky

« 37 years of teaching experience
« Bachelors of Arts  Music

« King’s Deer area

o First Lesson is FREEI

ball 559-3831

Please help the citizens of Colorado by support-
ing legislation that will help all special districts and
municipalities to be able to pay for realistic, affordable
capital improvements and sustainable fee increases for
operations and maintenance costs that could result in
very substantial cost effective near term improvements in
nutrient removal. The legislation must give state entities
time, through extended compliance periods, to arrange
for financing using limited EPA and/or state CWRPDA
SRF loans for capital equipment installation.

The professionals responsible for Colorado’s waste-
water treatment facilities stand ready to design, build,
and operate affordable improved treatment to meet real-
istic interim nutrient discharge permit limits, with your
help. The permanent limits currently demanded of the
Division by the EPA are a desirable but distant dream
at best. These proposed permanent limits are and will
remain unattainable as a practical matter with currently
available technologies.

Bottom line: Most state WWTF’s should be able
to remove 60 to 80 percent of the nutrients that are be-
ing targeted by the EPA at a tiny fraction of the total
capital and operating costs that would be required by the
proposed unfunded Division nutrients mandate. Please
support legislation that helps us finance the realistic,
achievable, sustainable, and cost-effective counter-pro-
posal being sought by the Colorado Nutrient Coalition
and other small districts and towns.

Very truly yours,

Ed Delaney, President

Lowell Morgan, Treasurer

Kristi Schutz, Secretary

Charles Robinove, Director

Glenda Smith, Director

Michael Wicklund, District Manager
James Kendrick, Operations

April
Features

Tuesdays &
Wednesdays
Buy one entrée, receive
one entrée of equal
or lesser value free.*

Make
reservations
now for
Easter Brunch
April 24

Thursdays & Open for breakfast on
Fridays Ty, Saturdays and
Bottles of wine e Ly . Sundays...

are half price.*
Ask your wait staff

about the $20
bottle of wine.*

*Not valid with other offers.

)

Formerly B&E Filling Station Restaurant

25 Highway 105, Palmer Lake

Casual ~ Elegant ~ Dining

For reservations, visit our website at
www.folieadeuxdining.com

or call 481-4780

Accepting reservations
for breakfast!

...And dinner on

Sundays from
4-8 pm

S
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Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, March 8

JUC will ask governor for help on proposed regulations

By Jim Kendrick

On March 8, the Tri-Lakes Wastewater
Treatment Facility Joint Use Commit-
tee (JUC) unanimously approved having
Facility Manager Bill Burks draft a letter
of concern to Gov. John Hickenlooper
regarding the expected extremely high
costs for proposed state-mandated capi-

tal additions to the Tri-Lakes Wastewater

Treatment Facility. Burks will coordinate

the drafting of the letter regarding en-

hanced remove of total phosphorus and

total nitrogen from facility effluent with

the facility’s attorney, Mike Cuculla.

The letter that the members of the
JUC will sign will ask that the governor
require that the state Water Quality Con-
trol Commission and Water Quality Con-
trol Division develop a regulatory system
for phosphorus and nitrogen compounds
in state waters that is based on cost-ef-
fective and sustainable treatment tech-
nologies as well as site-specific discharge
standards.

The letter will also request a sci-
entific peer review that ensures that
individual wastewater treatment facil-
ity discharge permit limits are based on
aquatic life studies that account for the
wide variety of climate and background
stormwater and agricultural runoff con-
ditions in each of the widely diverse geo-
graphical regions in Colorado.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict—will also send letters directly to
Hickenlooper asking him to not sign the
current regulatory proposals that have
been prepared by the Water Quality Con-
trol Division of the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment.

See the article on page 1 regarding
the Monument Sanitation District board’s
letter to the governor for more details on
this issue.

Woodmoor Director Jim Taylor at-
tended as the alternate for Director Jim
Whitelaw, who was unable to attend this

Located in a quiet neighborhood in Castle Rock,
this beautiful home is movie in ready.
Only $294,900. Call Today!

facular Valuesl

‘—W
pDecC

meeting.

Plant manager’s report
Burks noted that the potentially dissolved
copper concentration in the facility’s
February Discharge Monitoring Report
was 11.3 parts per billion (ppb), which is
a little higher than it has been in previous

Beautiful home in the Woodmoor area
coming soon, priced to sell in the low $300s.

Enjoy the good life in Cathedral Pines for only $799,000!
D20 schools and the ideal ranch floorplan with
akitchen to delight any chef - Call Soon!

There was also agreement that the
boards of each of three districts that
jointly own Tri-Lakes in equal one-third

Updated and upgraded throughout. New granite counters
and light fixtures, views of Pikes Peak, ideal D-20 location.
$319,950. Under Contract!

Columbine Properties is your one-stop
source for real estate services covering
Colorado Springs to Castle Rock

shares—Monument Sanitation District,
Palmer Lake Sanitation District, and

— call Kim today!

CALL KIM ROSSBACH (719) 330-3277 OR VISIT COLUMBINEPROPERTIES.COM

kAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

T4
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Support
Tri-Lakes Cares!

200/0 OFF entire purchase’
Excludes BOGO items. Good thru 4/30/11.
341 Front Street * Downtown Monument

(719) 488-2300 * Now Tues.-Sat. 9-5!

*$10 min. purchase. One coupon per visit.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

» Complimentary Exams

* Clear Braces, Invisalign &
Self Ligating Brackets

* For Children, Teens &
Adults

* Extended Office Hours
* Flexible Payment Plans

* Non-Extraction Approach

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737

www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200

Monument, CO 80132

months but still well below the
current maximum limit of 36.4
ppb.

The maximum influent
wastewater copper concentra-
tion in January, 83 ppb, oc-
curred in the South Monument
collection line. This reading
was much lower than the aver-
age peak value for that line,
which normally ranges from
100 to 140 ppb. Copper readings
for the facility’s treated effluent
tend to slightly rise during cold
snaps in the winter.

All other concentrations
listed in the Discharge Monitor-
ing Report showed that removal
by the facility far exceeded state
standards.

District managers’

reports
Monument District Manager
Mike Wicklund reported that
there had been a minor software
“glitch” that interrupted remote
pumping data transmission

Give the gift
of music
with a gift
certificate

from the Trails End lift station
to the district’s server. No prob-
lems occurred during the data
transmission disturbance.

Palmer Lake District Man-
ager Duane Hanson reported
that there were no problems
in Palmer Lake over the past
month.

Woodmoor Assistant Dis-
trict Manager Randy Gillette
reported that the amount of
Woodmoor potable water that
cannot be accounted for after
it has been processed in the
water treatment plants has been
greatly reduced over the past
few months, down to about 4
percent. Wicklund noted that
the national average is about
10 percent and complimented
Gillette on the success of his
program to reduce losses.

Gillette noted that OCN’s
February 8 JUC meeting article
incorrectly stated that Wood-
moor does not allow copper
plumbing in the district. Gil-

lette noted that the success
over many years of Wood-
moor’s injection of caustic
soda into its potable water
has adequately controlled
the leaching of copper from
copper pipes in the interiors
of buildings.

Wicklund noted that
the Town of Monument
had passed an ordinance
prohibiting interior cop-
per water pipes within the
town limits, so this town
restriction would apply to
new construction within
the small part of the Wood-

moor district that lies within the
town’s boundaries but not in the
rest of the district, which lies
within unincorporated El Paso
County.

See Gillette’s letter to the
editor on page 23 for more
details.

Copper leaching
problems will persist in

Monument indefinitely
However, Monument Public
Works Director Rich Landreth
has terminated the injection of
caustic soda at the water treat-
ment plant at Second Street and
Beacon Lite Road because of
problems caused by installation
of the equipment in a man-
ner different from the method
recommended by the district’s
engineering consultant firm,
GMS Inc.

The Triview Metropolitan
District plants, which are also
operated by the town’s Public
Works Department through an
intergovernmental  agreement
between Triview and the town,
have never had caustic soda
injection systems installed to
control copper leaching from
water pipes.

Wicklund  noted  that
Monument Sanitation District
and the town split the cost of
retrofitting the installation of
the caustic soda injection sys-
tem in the Second Street water
treatment plant, but he did not
know until recently that it had
been improperly installed and
then turned off when it did not
function properly. He hopes
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that Landreth will reinstall the
caustic soda injection system in
the recommended manner and
turn it back on.

Wicklund also noted that
when he recently introduced
himself as the Monument district
manager to an EPA Region 8 offi-
cial, the official said, “Oh, you’re
the facility that has the copper
issues.” Wicklund added that he
explained to this official that the
district had spent about $60,000

By Mary Hafner

The Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict Board of Directors held its
monthly meeting open to the
public on March 8 in Monument
Town Hall. Approximately 15
members of the public attended
the meeting, principally due to
their interest in the allocation
of funds by the board for a new
park in the Homestead subdivi-
sion on Agate Creek Drive.

identifying that the source of
the higher-than-expected cop-
per concentrations was new
water pipes in the homes being
constructed in South Monument
along Old Denver Highway.
Wicklund said that he also
told the EPA Region 8 official
that Monument had banned cop-
per sulfate and copper pipes in
the district. The official was also
“very surprised by that and very
encouraged by that. But when

we’re missing a link there when
it comes time for them to look
again at the permit and they find
that the town isn’t doing their
part in trying to mitigate this
problem, what are we supposed
to do? We want to show the EPA
of course that we’re doing every-
thing we can.”

Gillette responded, “If they
stop the (caustic soda) process,
the improvement is short-lived
and the leaching comes back.

Eventually the coating will dis-
appear once you stop.”

Burks said he had received
a call from a woman asking if
sodium hydroxide (caustic soda)
injection would negatively affect
her health, since she was receiv-
ing dialysis treatments. He added
that he called Gillette to confirm
that there would be no nega-
tive effect. Monument Director
Lowell Morgan noted that there
is always a natural background

Triview Metropolitan District, March 8

Agate Creek Drive Park issues draw residents

Agate Creek Drive Park

hearing
During the public hearing on
Agate Creek Drive Park, Sum-
mit Recreation was identified as
the apparent lowest bidder for
the project. A second, higher
bid was submitted by Children’s
Playstructures and Recreation.
The board mandated that there
be a thorough examination of the
structural integrity of designs

and materials as well as checks
of short- and long-term perfor-
mance results with other play-
ground equipment installations
of both bidding companies.

New conceptual plan draw-
ings were shown on the TV
screens in the room. Excited
sounds of approval issued from
the children and adults in atten-
dance when the pictures of the
park’s playground were viewed.
Added to the discussion was the

possibility of adding benches so
the parents would have places to
sit while providing security for
their children and themselves.
Parents reminded Rich Lan-
dreth, Monument’s director of
Public Works, of the need for
trash receptacles and dispensers
of “doggie bags,” which should
be provided by the town.

Also discussed was the need
for signs in the new park to re-
mind participants to keep their

level of sodium in local potable
water.

The meeting adjourned at
11:50 a.m.

skt soskkokoskok

The next meeting will be held
at 10 a.m. on April 12 at the
Tri-Lakes facility lab building,
16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings
are normally held on the second
Tuesday of the month. Informa-
tion: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be contacted at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

dogs on a leash or other restrain-
ing devices. El Paso County has
placed signs in all its parks to
remind children and adults that
“dogs must be under control at
all times.”

Triview District Manager
Mark Carmel stated that the park
improvements are the result of
extensive planning by the Home-
stead homeowners association
(HOA) in coordination with
Town of Monument staff and

YOUR CHOICE

NOW

IMION

OPEN IN
UMENT!

1785 LAKE
WOODIMOOR DRIVE

STORE HOURS: MIONDAY - FRIDAY 10 AM - 8 PM « SATURDAY 10 AM - 6 PM « SUNDAY 11 AM -5 PM
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Triview’s Board of Directors.

Carmel stated that the bid
submittals will be sent to the
directors by e-mail under sepa-
rate cover. Summit Recreation’s
package will be sent in three
e-mails consisting of four attach-
ments due to the attachment size
limitations of the town’s e-mail
server. The HOA attachment
contains the specific proposal
from Children’s Playstructures.
A conceptual plan will also be
sent showing the location of the
playground equipment situated
right off of Agate Creek Drive.
The equipment will be located
where it will not impede the
view of any homeowner into or
through the park. The park will
be visible from the street to sup-
port the family-friendly focus of
the Triview board.

Carmel said that the next
steps include finalizing the de-
sign and contract, having the
proposal development committee
review the final plans, establish-
ing the schedule for construction,
executing the agreement, adding
specifications for repairing or re-
placing the sprinkler system, and
obtaining a construction permit.

The board unanimously ap-

proved a motion for Carmel to
move forward with the apparent
low bidder’s proposal if all five
reference checks by the staff
on the apparent low bidder are
positive, the HOA subcommit-
tee approves the final design,
and the Monument director of
Development Services reviews
and approves the final proposal
and design.

Consent agenda items
The first consent agenda item
was the Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority’s request for
the new operating agreement
that consolidates El Paso County
Water Authority and Pikes Peak
Regional Water Authority under
the Pikes Peak name. This item
was unanimously approved. Car-
mel said, “Triview participates in
the water transit loss model and
supports the water authority and
its mission to seek sustainable
water supplies for our regional
community.”

The second consent agenda
item from Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority was a request
for new project participation
agreements, said Carmel. He
noted that three water project
participation agreements have

Holy Trinity Anglican
Church exists to worship
God and go ever deeper
with Him, fervently love
one another, and take
Living Water to the
world.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES

8:30 am: Traditional Worship Service

9:30 am: Fellowship Time

10:00 am : Teaching & Community Time (aka Sunday School)
10:45 am: More Contemporary Worship Service

HoOLY WEEK SERVICES (childcare available at all services)

Palm Sunday, April 17, 8:30 and 10:45 pm

Stations of the Cross, Wednesday, April 20, 7 pm, appropriate for
Middle School through Adults

Maundy Thursday, April 21, 7 pm

Good Friday, April 22, 7 pm (We may have an additional service
at noon, please check our website)

Easter Sunday, April 24, 8:30 and 10:45 pm

First Sunday after Easter, May 1, single service at 9 am and
FEaster Feast afterwards, all welcome.

13990 Gleneagle Drive
(719) 964-1838

Gerard P. Timmins, D.D.S., M.S.

Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist

v Complementary Initial
Visit.

v Personalized Care—
One patient at a time

v Doctor performs
treatment.

v All ages welcome.

v 25 years providing care
in the Tri-Lakes area.

v Flexible payment plans.

v Most insurance accepted
including military.

v Conveniently located in
Old Town Monument.

188-2806

325 Second Street,

Monument

been put aside indefinitely in
order to first resolve existing
water and wastewater agree-
ments. The three water projects
and associated Terms Sheet were
unanimously tabled for an indefi-
nite period. “Triview remains in
support of all projects and is a
funding partner on active proj-
ect studies under the previous
participation agreements,” Car-
mel emphasized. The projects
referred to are:
* Flaming Gorge—Colorado/
Wyoming Water Project
Participation Agreement

*  SDS—Southern  Delivery
System Project Participation
Agreement

*  Super Ditch Project
Participation Agreement

*  Super Ditch Project

Participation Agreement—
Terms Sheet

Financial report
Monument Town Treasurer Pa-
mela Smith noted that the 2010
end-of-year financial figures she
had calculated showed net cash
balance increases in two Triv-
iew funds. She added that these
figures are still being audited by
Tom Sistare of Hoelting and Co.
The cash balance in the general
fund increased about $1.1 mil-
lion in 2010. The increase in the
enterprise fund cash balance for
2010 was about $126,000. Triv-
iew Director Steve Remington
suggested that some of the extra
funds be moved to certificates of
deposit to increase the amount of
interest earned.

Three payments over $5,000
were unanimously approved:

+  $15,616 for
insurance for the
quarter

e $109,042 to Donala Water
and Sanitation District for
2011 first-quarter operation
of the Upper Monument
Creek Regional Wastewater
Treatment Facility

« $9,638 to Donala Water
and Sanitation District for
an end-of-year adjustment
to 2010 fourth-quarter
operation of the Upper
Monument Creek Regional
Wastewater Treatment
Facility

The board scheduled a working

session for March 28 to discuss

a strategic plan for future opera-

tions and revisions of operational

agreements with the Town of

Monument for service delivery

by members of the town staff.

Operations report
The board unanimously ap-
proved an intergovernmental
agreement that provides that For-
est Lakes Metropolitan District
will reimburse Triview for an
unmetered flow of 500 gallons
per day of domestic wastewater
from the Navsys building at the
south end of Woodcarver Road
through the Monument Creek
interceptor pipe that is jointly
owned by both districts.

Navsys is located in the For-
est Lakes service area and is the
only wastewater customer that
Forest Lakes is currently serv-
ing. Both districts agree that it
is not cost effective to construct
a Forest Lakes flume at this time
to measure the Navsys flow that

liability
first

is estimated to be approximately
equal to 2.5 standard single-fam-
ily homes.

Navsys will continue to use
its own well for potable water.
The town of Monument is paying
for installation of a fire hydrant
and a connection to the Navsys
well. The Navsys property was
annexed into the town three
years ago and the town is obli-
gated to provide this emergency
service.

Landreth reported that he
would be resuming subcontract-
ed asphalt repairs on Jackson
Creek Parkway, Leather Chaps
Drive, and Lyons Tail Road.
The excavation and repair of a
water distribution system leak
on Lacuna Drive was also sub-
contracted. Meter improvements
will be installed in the District’s
“A” water treatment plant by the
end of March. Filters in the “B”
water plant and some underd-
rains will be replaced in the next
six weeks.

The Family of Christ Church
on Baptist Road is seeking inclu-
sion in the Triview District.

The board went into execu-
tive session at 6:58 p.m. for con-
tract negotiation directions on a
financial services agreement for
2011 services. The meeting ad-
journed after the executive ses-
sion with no further board votes
being taken.

sesksk skeokskoskoksksk
The next Triview board meeting
will be held at 5 p.m. on April 12
in Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite
Road. Information: 884-8017.

Mary Hafner can be contacted at
maryhafner@ocn.me.

4 Select Dealers

< Bistro Dining

Admission $6

APRIL 30 - MAY 1, 2011

Saturday 10am-5pm ¢ Sunday 10am-4pm

< Bake Sale & Geraniums

< Appraisers & Glass Repair

¢ Clock, Jewelry & Framing Advice
¢ Gardening & Education Demos

Lewis-Palmer High School

Monument, CO (I-25 and Exit 158 or 161)

All proceeds benefit the School District 38 community.
www. TLWC.com

BRING IN THIS AD FOR $1 OFF ONE ADMISSION!

TLWC Sponsors:

PEAK VALUES

EnT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Tri-LAKES PRINTING

ON TARGET SOLUTIONS

WATSON RECRUITING SERVICES




FULL UINE OF CRAFT
Asotber Pist DistILted LIQUORS!

Americas Ale Heocze

@ 33 MicrRo BREwS
ON DRraFTY

COME IN AND MEET OUR NEW MANAGEMENT STAFF!
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From left to right. Jen(GM), Erik(Shift Manager), Cressa(Shift Manager), Chad(Bar Manager)

Open 7 Days a Week 6:30am - 9pm Mon - Fri 7:30am - 9pm Sat & Sun
www.asecondcup.net 13860 Gleneagle Dr. Across from Loaf ‘n Jug 481-6446

TRY OUR NEW SIGNATURE
BURGERS AND SANDWICHES!

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN
#OR OVER 30 YEARS!

Www.coffeecupmonument.com

' $1.99 Breakfast! . Penny Draft Beer!,

I Come in any time Monday through Friday and I

|

|

| Come in and try any of our 33 craft beers |
receive Two Eggs, Bacon or Sausage, Country Fries, I

|

|

on tap and receive your second draft beer I
of equal or lesser value for only a Penny!

|
and Toast for only $1.99! I |
|
|

With purchase of a beverage. Not valid on Sat or Sun.
Dine in only at Coffee Cup & Second Cup.
Not valid with other offers. Good through May 31, 2011.

With purchase of a full price draft.
Only one coupon per visit. Not valid with any other |

|
|
|
| offer. Coupon good through May 31, 2011.

Open 7 Days a Week Breakfast and Lunch 6 am -3 pm
251 Front Street, Downtown Monument 488-0663
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By Candice Hitt

At the March 10 Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District board meeting, mem-
bers discussed the launch of a new public
relations campaign led by consultant Bill
Ray. A survey was sent to customers to
gather feedback on the current service
provided by the district and consumer
knowledge of current and future water
supplies.

Since 2009, the district has been pro-
active in developing a plan for regulating
Woodmoor’s water supply with a focus on
protecting this valuable resource. Included
in the plan are methods for locating sourc-

By John Heiser

At the monthly meeting of the Donala
Water and Sanitation District Board of
Directors March 17, the board received
a report from Donala General Manager
Dana Duthie on the progress of the water
court case on the proposed change from
irrigation to municipal use for water from
Willow Creek Ranch.

In November 2008, Donala complet-
ed the purchase of the ranch near Lead-
ville and has been reducing irrigation on
the ranch and seeking conversion of the
excess irrigation water, which flows to the
Arkansas River, for use by the district. If
the water court approves the conversion,
this source would cover about 20 percent
of Donala’s current demand.

Duthie reported that settlement has
been achieved with all those opposing the
water court case except for the State Engi-
neer’s Office and the Colorado Water Con-
servation Board. On March 8 and 9, the
case was presented to water court Judge
Maes. The state’s position is that winter
return flows should be provided to the
stream even in years when the water is not
used. It also holds that the minimum re-
turn flows used in the calculations should
be the average return flows, and the past
two years of reduced irrigation to install
monitoring wells and determine ground
water influence injured downstream
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Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District, March 10

District focuses on source water protection plan

es of contamination, protecting against
contamination, and educating citizens
about source water protection measures.
The district’s involvement in the plan is
completely voluntary and at no cost.

Monument Hill Country Club, for-
merly Woodmoor Pines, contacted the
district about potential involvement in the
supplemental water plan. The plan is de-
signed to provide information to citizens
to reduce contamination risks to drinking
water and inform citizens about source
water protection measures.

Assistant Manager Randy Gillette met
with club staff and discussed a number of

items, including the district’s approach to
conservation, tracking wastewater and the
requirement to formally apply for inclu-
sion in the supplemental water plan.
Woodmoor currently uses caustic
soda in the water to prevent scaling caused
by copper piping. At present the district
requires that customers use copper piping
from the main water source to the home.
Inside the home, there is no restriction on
materials used for piping.
Construction projects
Gillette announced that there are current-
ly two projects pending in the district—a
Papa John’s pizza in the Crossroads Shop-

Donala Water and Sanitation District, March 17

State opposes the district in Willow Creek Ranch water case

water rights holders because of reduced
return flows. The State Engineer’s Office
wants the case dismissed. Both sides were
scheduled to present closing arguments
March 31.

The district is hoping to obtain rights
to about 280 acre-feet of water per year.
An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. If that
is the final figure approved by the water
court judge then, under the terms of the
ranch purchase agreement, the district
will be obligated to pay Ronald Strich,
the former owner of the ranch, about
$408,000.

Water reclamation study
effort completes sampling and
analysis plan, rejects use of

Gleneagle golf course

Each year, hundreds of millions of gallons
of water are being discharged into Monu-
ment Creek by the wastewater treatment
plant that the Donala district shares with
the Triview Metropolitan District and the
Forest Lakes Metropolitan District. The
Donala district has undertaken a year-
long $220,000 study called the Donala
Expanded Water Supply Study (DEWSS).
The study is considering ways that ef-
fluent from the plant could be captured,
extensively treated, and mixed in with the
district’s water supply.

The DEWSS study team includes

P O. Box 88120 * Black Forest, CO 80908

Roger Sams from GMS, Katie Fendel and
David Takeda from Leonard Rice Engi-
neers, and Floyd Ciruli from Ciruli Asso-
ciates, a polling and public relations firm.

Sams and Fendel reported that a wa-
ter sampling and analysis plan has been
developed to characterize the effluent and
other water sources that could be involved
if the project were to be implemented.
Sams said the team has identified 90 per-
cent of the laboratory resources needed
to implement the sampling and analysis
plan. Sams noted that this is a key step for
the regulators whose approval would be
required to implement the project.

Fendel added that the regulators
want the district to monitor a long list of
constituents. After several months of sam-
pling, the expectation is that the regulators
would allow the list of things being moni-
tored to be trimmed.

Sams reported that the Gleneagle golf
course property, which was under consid-
eration as a potential site for water recla-
mation facilities, “does not appear to be of
sufficient size to accommodate a reclama-
tion facility of the type that would be most
cost efficient.” He added, “Other sites in
and around the district have a greater po-
tential to satisfy design criteria in a more
cost-efficient manner.”

Sams reported that the study effort
includes development of a 50-year water

ping Center and a Kum & Go gas station
in Valley Vista Estates lot 4. Construction
plans are to be submitted soon.

Gillette also gave the operations
report, stating the rehabilitation plan is
working well. The plan tracks the recy-
cling of wastewater.

sesksteste sk kg sk
The next regular board meeting will be
held at 1 p.m. April 14 at the Woodmoor
Water and Sanitation District Office, 1845
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. For infor-
mation: 488-2525.

Candice Hitt can be contacted at

candicehitt@ocn.me.

supply demand model based on the past
five years of water use in the district.

An application for partial funding of
the DEWSS feasibility analysis was sub-
mitted to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
WaterSMART program. A decision on
the grant request is expected by the end
of April.

The DEWSS schedule calls for pre-
liminary findings to be published in July
2011 and the final report to be published in
September 2011. The preliminary design
would be completed in November 2011.
A presentation to the district’s Citizens
Advisory Committee is scheduled for
May 4. Community meetings to discuss
the project are planned for May 19 and
September 2011.

Water authority transition

completed
Duthie reported that at the March 2 meet-
ing of the El Paso County Water Authority,
the group formally approved the second
amendment to its establishing contract.

That amendment changed the name of
the authority to the Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority (PPRWA), opened mem-
bership to water providers outside El Paso
County, and accepted assignment of the
former PPRWA’s Super Ditch, Flaming
Gorge, and Southern Delivery System
(SDS) Study projects.

Duthie reported that the Widefield
Water and Sanitation District dropped
out of the new PPRWA. There remain 12
members. The quorum for meetings re-
quires representatives from seven PPRWA
member entities.

The Fountain Creek Watershed,
Flood Control, and Greenway District has
been considering a $37,500 proposal from
Summit Economics, headed by David
Bamberger, to develop a report identify-
ing El Paso County stormwater issues and
ways to address those issues. The City of
Colorado Springs has committed to cover
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$20,000 of the cost. Duthie reported that
El Paso County has paid $10,000 toward
the cost, and the PPRWA members agreed
to cover the remaining $7,500 with several
member districts paying $1,000 each.
Duthie reported that the SDS Study
project has approved a $19,000 study pro-
posal from Leonard Rice Engineers.
PPRWA meetings are held at 27 E.
Vermijo in Colorado Springs. Those meet-
ings are held at 9 a.m. on the first Wednes-
day of each month and are generally
broadcast over the Internet using the El
Paso County website www.elpasoco.com.
The next meeting will be held April 6.

Other matters

*  During the three months from Dec.
1 through Feb. 28, the district’s $3.77
million in investments managed by
Davidson Fixed Income Management
showed a yield of 0.34 percent,
achieving a goal of beating the
Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded
0.11 percent during the same period.
The weighted average maturity of the
district’s investments is 6.4 months.

*  Duthie reported that injection tests of
one of the district’s Arapahoe aquifer
wells are continuing. The intention
of the tests is to determine the
practicality of pumping water into the

Arapahoe aquifer for recovery later
during periods of higher demand.

* The connection at Northgate Road
to Colorado Springs  Utilities
infrastructure will be ready for bid as
soon as approval is received from the
city.

+ About 70 people representing
about 40 households attended the
district’s Landscape Expo held on
Feb. 26. Duthie said he was pleased
with the presentations and vendor
participation. He added that a
training session on drip irrigation
and landscape design is planned for
March 31.

Monument Board of Trustees, March 7

Board approves water authority projects

By Jim Kendrick

The agenda for the Monument Board of
Trustees meeting on March 8 was quite
short so that the trustees could have a
workshop on board inter-communication
after the regular meeting was concluded.

The board unanimously approved a
resolution approving a very minor identi-
cal change in the wording of each of the
three contracts for continued participation
in Pikes Peak Regional Water Author-
ity (PPRWA) water projects. The original
legal language in each of the three new
PPRWA participation agreements had
been previously approved by the board at
its Feb. 22 meeting.

Trustee Jeff Kaiser was absent.

Regional water projects

approved
Background: The El Paso County Water

Authority (EPCWA) is assuming control
of PPRWA projects following the dissolu-
tion of PPRWA and changing its name to
Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority so
that it can expand its membership to in-
clude members of the former PPRWA that
are outside of El Paso County. New project
participation agreements that define the
terms for EPCWA members to participate
in the projects have been drafted and must
be approved by each special district or
municipality that wishes to remain a par-
ticipant in these three projects.

The annual dues that the town will
pay as a result of the merger and name
change dropped to $2,950, an amount
considerably less than the dues the town
paid to both authorities in 2010.

Public Works Director Rich Landreth
described the contents of the resolution

Spring Sale!

Peak Ranch’s Alpaca Boutique

19850 Beacon Lite Road
Monument, CO 80132

Open Saturdays 10am-4pm
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(719) 232-8509

More information and Online directions at:
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Many apparal items up
to 70% OFF! Special 40%
OFF our exclusive 100%
baby alpaca sweater
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that formally approved the three previ-
ously approved PPRWA projects: the
Southern Delivery System, Super Ditch,
and Colorado-Wyoming Project Par-
ticipation Agreements. See www.ocn.me/
v11n3.htm#bot0207 for more details on
these three projects.

Other matters

The Board of Trustees unanimously ap-
proved Landreth’s proposed resolution
approving the required amendments.
The board also unanimously approved
an annual liquor license renewal for the
Diamond Shamrock truck stop at 1310 W.
Baptist Rd., on the northwest corner of the
1-25 Baptist Road interchange (Exit 158.)

Town Manager Cathy Green noted
that the bank that now owns the Willow

Following the public meeting, the board
went into executive session to discuss per-
sonnel and negotiation issues.
skeskeskeoskeoskeoskoskokoskok

The Donala board will hold its next
regular meeting on April 21 at 1:30 p.m.
at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein Drive.
Meetings are normally held on the third
Thursday of each month.

The district’s website is at
www.donalawater.org.

John Heiser can be contacted at

Johnheiser@ocn.me.
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Springs parcel following foreclosure of the previous
bankrupt developer is once again seeking annexation
by the town. The original developer of the project never
completed the town’s annexation procedure before losing
the property.

See www.ocn.me/vlIn2.htm#bot0118 for details of
some of the still unresolved issues regarding town ap-
proval of this development.

Public comments

Dave Van Ness, Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce direc-
tor, discussed “The Hill” project and the Chamber’s inten-
tion of renting billboard space along the I-25 corridor at
Exit 161 to advertise local commerce. He also discussed
a music festival being planned for this summer. Van Ness
asked the board if it had any additional funds in its budget
for donations to these projects.

Monument Board of Trustees, March 21

Mayor Travis Easton replied that the board would
discuss this request with Town Treasurer Pamela Smith.
Easton also noted that it was still early in the year to com-
mit all the very limited funds in the town’s budget line
item for sponsorship of this type of event.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

Jim Kendrick can be contacted at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Proposed new ordinance on farmer’s markets defeated

By Jim Kendrick
On March 21, the Board of Trustees did not approve a mo-
tion to amend the town fee schedule to pay for improved
procedures that would help the town receive more sales
tax revenues from farmer’s markets. The motion failed by
a 3-3 vote, with Trustees Stan Gingrich, Jeff Kaiser, and
Gail Drumm opposed to the fee schedule amendment.

The ordinance on the amendment of the town fee
schedule had been unanimously approved by the Plan-
ning Commission on March 9.

However, after a lengthy, technical discussion, the
board unanimously approved an ordinance to create two
associated new town code chapters on special events and
farmer’s markets. These chapters had also been unani-
mously approved by the Planning Commission on March
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9. See the Planning Commission article on page 15 for
more details on the contents of these two new town code
chapters.

The board unanimously tabled the proposed ordi-
nance to amend the town code chapter on temporary uses
because it was not clear whether a 2002 town ordinance
that bans the sale of fireworks remains in force. See the
Planning Commission article on page 15 for more details
on the contents of this proposed ordinance, which had
been unanimously approved by the Planning Commission
on March 9.

The board also approved ordinances to:

*  Approve new town sanitary sewer specifications.

+ Adopt a new franchise agreement between the
Town of Monument and Comcast Cable Services
but rejected the staff’s recommendation to raise
the franchise fee from 3 to 5 percent, even though
Comcast had agreed to the increased fee (Trustee
Rick Squires abstained).

Mayor Travis Easton was absent. This Board of Trustees

meeting was chaired by Mayor Pro Tem Rafael Domin-

guez.

Proposed town fee schedule changes
Tom Kassawara, director of Development Services, noted
that the proposed resolution that would authorize changes
in the amended town fee schedule he was proposing were
directly related to the ordinances that the board would be
considering later in the agenda. The proposed fee sched-
ule revisions were:

* Adding a fee of $100 for a special event permit to
cover the time it takes for the staff to review the
application, route it to the various town departments,
and process all the associated paperwork. The fee is
waived for events conducted by a non-profit.

* Adding a $200 fee for farmer’s market permits along
with a graduated fee based on the number of vendors.
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The manager of the farmer’s market would also

require a business license.

e The temporary use fee in the Event Permits section
of the current ordinance is being deleted, since a
replacement fee is added to the fee schedule.

The proposed cost of the separate business license fee

for the manager, which was listed under the proposed

farmer’s market permit fee of $200, ranged from $75 for a

single vendor to $500 for over 50 venders, in six tiers.

See the Planning Commission article on page 15 for
more details on the other contents of this resolution re-
garding the proposed amendment of the fee schedule.

There was no comment in favor of or opposed to this
resolution or the amendments to the fee schedule.

Some of the concerns about fees for farmer’s markets
that were expressed by trustees and staff members were:
*  The proposed basic $200 fee for the manager of

a farmer’s market would discourage them in the

future.

« It might be difficult to determine fees for an event
that includes a mix of profit and non-profit entities.

* The town has not been requiring every vendor to
have a business license and a kiosk license per the
existing town code because of the workload on the
staff that would be required to check for possession
of these licenses every day a farmer’s market is held.

*  The eight-page kiosk license regulation has just been
revoked.

e There are strong feelings among members of the
Historic Monument Merchants Association that it is
profoundly unfair to require permanent downtown
businesses to pay fees and collect sales tax when few
if any of either are collected and/or paid to the state
by vendors at farmer’s markets.

e The managers of the farmer’s markets and some
vendors have a sales tax license and sometimes
collect sales tax but typically do not turn them into
the Colorado Department of Revenue.

e The town cannot collect taxes because it is not a
home rule town.

¢ Under the amendment, the new farmer’s market
managers permit can be revoked and the event shut
down if no tax report is submitted to the Colorado
Department of Revenue.

e The staff had not calculated the actual sales tax
revenue it would be able to collect if the amendment
were to be approved.

e The town treasurer can require the Colorado
Department of Revenue to audit farmer’s market
vendors regarding the amount of taxes they should
have remitted to the state for distribution to the Town
of Monument.

At the end of the discussion the trustees were split regard-
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ing whether it was worth enforc-
ing the law. The staff and Trustee
Tommie Plank emphasized it is
“just wrong” not to enforce sales
tax collection and remittance
to the state. Drumm expressed
strong opposition to town staff
attempting to enforce laws that
would help the state collect sales
tax revenue for the town and said
that collection of sales tax is a
“burden” on the vendors.

The vote on a motion by
Squires, which was seconded
by Plank, to approve the town
fee amendment resulted in a 3-
3 vote, with Drumm, Gingrich,
and Kaiser opposed. Gingrich
and Kaiser did not explain why
they were opposed to enforcing
the sales tax laws to improve rev-
enue collection for the town from
the farmer’s market vendors. The
tie vote caused the motion for ap-
proval to fail.

The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution that states
that a petition for annexation
from the Family of Christ Lu-
theran Church on Baptist Road
conforms to state law. The Triv-
iew Metropolitan District would
also have to approve a separate
petition for inclusion for the

church property to be eligible
for Triview utility services, the
church’s primary motivation
for inclusion. Because Triview
cannot provide services outside
town limits, the church must also
seek annexation.

New town sewer
specifications
unanimously approved
Kassawara noted that the new
regulations for the design and
installation of sanitary sewer
systems in two new town code
sections were part of the staff’s
continuing effort to standardize
and improve the town’s infra-
structure and make the rules the
same for the Triview Metropoli-
tan District. Kassawara noted
that these new specifications will
not apply within the portions of
Monument Sanitation District
and Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District that lie within the

town’s boundaries.
The board unanimously ap-
proved the new regulations.
Guest speaker describes
region’s history
Guest speaker Al Walter gave a
half-hour slide presentation on a
new book titled Communities of

the Palmer Divide that has been
commissioned by the Palmer
Lake Historical Society. He
first discussed the method used
for the creation of the book and
the photographs and stories that
were parts of his presentation.
He reviewed the contents of each
of the chapters and showed nu-
merous historic pictures that il-
luminated the history of the local
region, Monument, and Palmer
Lake from the first settlements
to the 2010 Rocky Mountain
Chautauqua.

After Walter’s presentation
on the local history of Palmer
Lake and Monument, he present-
ed a copy of the new book for the
town’s use to Dominguez. Walter
noted that this book can be or-
dered through the Palmer Lake
Historical Society website at
http://palmerdividehistory.org/.
Copies may also be purchased at
the L. Vaile Museum, or at local
shops and bookstores.

During the discussion,
Trustee Rick Squires noted that
the dining room in his home is
a part of the original David Mc-
Shane homestead.

After describing the events
from the 2010 Chatauqua event

Monument Planning Commission, March 9

Commissioners sworn in

By Jim Kendrick

On March 9, Monument Plan-
ning Commissioners John Dick,
Glenda Smith, and Becki Tooley
were sworn in by Town Attorney
Gary Shupp for new four-year
terms. The commissioners then
approved new additional lan-
guage on ‘“special events” and
“farmer’s markets” and approved
a town code amendment regard-
ing “temporary uses.”

Commissioners David
Gwisdalla and Kathy Spence
were absent.

Two code chapters added
for special events and farmer’s

markets

Principal Planner Karen
Griffith briefed the commission
on the changes that are included
in the proposed new chapters.
Farmer’s markets were previ-
ously governed by language in
the temporary uses section of the
town code and required Planning
Commission and Board of Trust-
ees public hearings. The new
language is intended to stream-
line the staff review process
and allow them to be approved
administratively. The town code
has not had any specific provi-
sions to evaluate a special event

cold breakfast items
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application.

The intent of the proposed
ordinance is to safe operation
of special events and farmer’s
markets so that they are not
detrimental to public health; do
not substantially interfere with
traffic, pedestrian circulation, or
public services; and are compat-
ible with surrounding property.

Special events will require a
permit if:

* The event requires a street
closure or significantly
interrupts the flow of traffic.

*  An event with 100 people or
more takes place in a public

to 2011, Walter requested that
the board again provide the
same financial support for the
Chautauqua event to be held in
the first weekend in August that
it provided last year—3$2,000.
Plank noted that $2,000 is the
town’s total contingency fund
for all of 2011. Town Manager
Cathy Green responded that the
staff would examine the town’s
finances and get back to Walter.
Walter thanked the board and
staff for the support they had
provided the Historical Society

in the past and for helping them
“make history more than just a
memory.”

The meeting adjourned at 9:
05 p.m.
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The next meeting will be held
at 6:30 p.m. on April 4 at Town
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road.
Meetings are normally held on
the first and third Monday of the
month. Information: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted

at jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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park.

* An outdoor event held on
private commercial property
significantly reduces the
number of available parking
spaces for public use.

* An outdoor event of any
size includes the sale or
consumption of alcoholic
beverages to or by the
public. A special event liquor
permit is also required for
this purpose.

Some of the other key changes

Griffith discussed were:

* Intent statements have been
added.

* Descriptions of special
events and farmer’s markets
have been included.

*  Approval criteria  are
included.

e Provisions for  permit
expirations, renewals, and
revocations are included.

* An appeal process is
provided.

*  The existing definition of a
special event will be deleted
and replaced with new
language.

The farmer’s market regulations

establish a list of items approved

for sale, including produce and
handcrafted goods, and prohib-
ited items.

Special events and farmer’s
markets require a designated
manager who will be responsible
for managing the vendors. This
is intended to make the events
as safe as possible and cause

minimal impacts to streets and

surrounding properties.

During the lengthy techni-
cal discussion between the com-
missioners and Griffith, there
was consensus to add language
that would include the sale of
firearms and sexually explicit
businesses on the list of farmer’s
market prohibitions. Other for-
mal recommendations were:

*  Add car shows to the list of
special events.

*  Specify that gravel-surfaced
parking lots are suitable for
special event parking.

* All animals rather than
just dogs must be kept on a
leash.

The commission unanimously

approved the two new ordinance

chapters.

Code amendment
on temporary uses

approved

The new proposed changes will
allow for fireworks sales, and
business promotional events,
such as tent sales, as temporary
uses. Some of the amendment
changes are:

* Adds “business promotional
events” to the list of allowed
uses in  nonresidential
zone districts and sets
specifications on time limits
and locations.

e Adds “fireworks” to the list
of allowed seasonal outdoor
sales.

* Removes “plants” from the
list of allowed uses and
activities to clarify that

Palmer Lake Town Council, March 10

outdoor garden centers

are not subject to any

restrictions or regulations as

a temporary use.
Griffith noted that the sale of
fireworks is subject to state law.
The town’s ordinance change al-
lows the sale of fireworks in tents
as well as permanent buildings.

The meeting adjourned at 9:
30 p.m.

sosksteotsoskskokoskok

The next meeting will be held at
6:30 p.m. on April 13 in Town
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road.
Meetings are normally held on
the second Wednesday of the
month. Information: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted

at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Council reviews request for quiet zone

* The permit process is
described.
By David Futey

On March 10, the Palmer Lake
Town Council heard a request
from a group of Palmer Lake
citizens that the town consider
a quiet zone at the County Line
Road crossing.

Town Clerk pro-tem Tara Berreth
was excused from the meeting

Proposed town quiet

zone

Jerry Davis of Upper Glenway
in Palmer Lake presented the
council with documents provid-
ing a history of quiet zones and
the process that would be un-
dertaken to create a quiet zone
at the County Line Road train
crossing. Davis is among a group
of Palmer Lake citizens that has
been researching the possibility
of a quiet zone.

Davis said the Town of
Palmer Lake spent almost
$200,000 in 2003 to upgrade
the train-activated gates at the
County Line Road crossing. In
2005, the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA) established
the meaning of a quiet zone to
allow localities an opportunity
to “mitigate the effects of train
horn noise.” In 2009, the Town of
Monument passed a quiet zone
for the Second Street crossing.

Davis contacted the FRA
and was advised to use its Quiet
Zone Calculator. The calculator
i1s a tool that uses risk factors,
such as vehicular traffic, local
speed limit, and train volume to
calculate a risk index for poten-
tial accidents. Davis said if the
train horns were silenced now,
the risk index would be 27,098,

higher than the Nationwide
Significant Risk Threshold of
18,775.

That means that changes,
such as constructing a median,
would be needed at the crossing
to reduce the risk of vehicles
driving between the lowered
crossing barriers. Using informa-
tion from the FRA, a median was
estimated at $13,000. However,
Davis said his contact with the
FRA suggested that it could be
done for less and recommended
getting estimates.

Davis said, “To counteract
that cost, we looked into the pos-
sible gain for the town.” He said
train noise causes a 5 to 7 percent
reduction in property tax and 4
percent reduction in property
value for every 10 decibels of
noise in the neighborhood. Davis
then described a calculation that
showed how the town could gain
an increase in property value
with a quiet zone. He said, “This
is all unofficial documentation
through publicly available infor-
mation” and that “nothing can be

done without a notice of intent by
the Town of Palmer Lake.”

Mayor John Cressman asked
for an explanation about the me-
dian. Davis said the median is
any divider between the lanes to
prevent a car from going around
the existing two gates. It could be
a concrete barrier, and there are
products made for this purpose.

Trustee Gary Coleman said
that, from his past conversations
with the Town of Monument
about its median, the proposed
median might need to extend 100
feet from the track. Davis said it
had to be 44 feet in each direc-
tion from the center line of the
track, and that distance is based
on the local speed limit and other
specific factors at the location.
Coleman said he has talked with
some town residents about the
matter, and they tended to prefer
hearing the whistle.

Trustee Bryan Jack said he
reviewed the last town survey
and said it was “50/50 regard-
ing the sound,” so to him the
only drawback was cost. Jack

YMCA Tri-Lakes
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Spotlight Community
Theatre
Present
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Workshop

For YMCA Members and Non-Members

Disney’s BMUTY
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BEAST

(license pending)

Weekday Afternoons, June 13 — 27
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Everyone who registers will be cast in the production

Cast Auditions, June 9 & 10

REGISTER NOW!
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YMCA TRI-LAKES FAMILY CENTER
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy
Registrations Limited

For information, call (719) 488-0775
www.SpotlightCommunityTheatre.com

said “the notice of intent does
not cost us anything” and that
would enable the FRA to pro-
vide additional information and
determine whether a median is
feasible. Jack said $13,000 to
do an upgrade is “significant”
for the Town of Palmer Lake,
but he would like to explore the
options.

Trustee Daniel Stern
suggested if a median were
installed, one of the crossing
gates would need to be moved
to accommodate a 2-foot-wide
median. Cressman said the train
horn becomes a safety issue in
the summertime with so many
children crossing the tracks.
The council then requested that
Roads Supervisor Bob Radosev-
ich contact the FRA and express
the town’s intent to seek more
information on the quiet zone for
this crossing.

Renewal of Comcast

franchise agreement

David Serad, director of Gov-
ernment and External Affairs,
attended to answer questions
that the council might have about
Comcast and the cable television
franchise agreement that expired
in February 2011. Comcast is
seeking a renewal with a 5 per-
cent franchise fee that is passed
on to customers. The recently
expired franchise fee had been
3 percent since 1996. Serad said
“it is up to the city” to determine
the percentage, but most of Com-
cast’s contracts are now at the 5
percent level.

Cressman inquired what
Monument charges. Serad said
he is in negotiation with the town
and in the present documenta-
tion, the franchise fee is 5 per-
cent. Jack said that if an increase
occurs, “citizens are going to
realize that the Town Council is
going to raise your cable bill.”
Jack said “this is just like a tax.”
Customers pay a franchise and
regulatory fee.

Trustee Max Stafford asked
if Comcast had performed any
upgrades to the system. Serad
said a digital upgrade was per-
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formed, and that resulted in customers having to change
their cable box.

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis suggested hiring an
outside counsel who has negotiated with Comcast, be-
cause the contracts are “deceptively interesting.” Gaddis
said he will contact Kenneth Fellman and report back on
attorney fees. The current agreement with Comcast is be-
ing extended month-to-month. As a result, the council did
not vote on the agreement.

Committee reports

Cressman said the census results showed that Palmer
Lake had grown 11 percent since 2000. There are now
2,420 residents in the town. He also said El Paso County
is the largest county in the state. Cressman announced
that he has joined the board for the Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts to, in part, assist with the coordination between
the art center and the town.

Cressman said that Deputy Town Clerk Tara Berreth
“requested being made town clerk” because she needs the
title for working with town finances and the bank where
the town accounts are held. She is now considered town
clerk pro-tem.

In the discussion, Gaddis said if the council pro-
ceeded with the change and needed to remove her as town
clerk, they would need cause. Jack said she does not live
in town, and that could be cause for removal according
to the municipal code. Berreth lives in Colorado Springs.
Jack wants to meet with bank officials to verify if that title
is needed, because her pro-tem position is appointed by
council and defined in the municipal code.

Jack also said that in the citizen forums and in the
discussions on Berreth’s role after the loss of Town Clerk
Della Gray, town positions would be reviewed. Jack said
he does not want to make anything “permanent” until the
review of responsibilities occurs. A review has not been
scheduled. Gaddis said this inaction might be a source of
frustration with Berreth.

Jack offered to have a meeting the week after the
council meeting to discuss this situation further and also
review the requests for proposals received for the town
account. Cressman agreed to this meeting assuming a
quorum could be arranged.

Parks and Recreation
Coleman said he attended the Chautauqua meeting and
noted that it will occur during the first weekend in Au-
gust.

Water
Stafford said the town provided 12.7 acre-feet of water
during February, all of which came from the surface wa-
ter treatment plant. He said the “old” Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority has officially disbanded and part of the
town’s dues has been refunded. He is working with con-
sultant Linda Firth on a water conservation grant.
Fire

Trustee Joe Polonsky said 1,531 volunteer hours were
logged in February by the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire
Department. Allison Quintana, Rachel Kelly, Bruce
Edwards, and Michael Keough were accepted into the
department. A request was made for Shana Ball to return
to the department as a volunteer. Polonsky felt that it was
too soon since she was removed as chief to consider that
request.

Request for new phones
Radosevich requested new phones for town staff because
parts are no longer available. The phones are no longer
made and thus no longer serviceable. He requested 14
digital phones at a cost of $6,121. A five-year lease for the
same number of phones would cost more than $11,000.
There is also a warranty plan that would cost $840 an-
nually. After some discussion, the council requested that
Radosevich receive a second quote, because the amount
for the conversion appears to be over $5,000.

Ron Heard of the

Crawford Memorial Committee

By unanimous decision, the council approved a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) with the Crawford Me-
morial Committee. The MoU was approved by Gaddis.
The council also declined to rename Centennial Park in
Crawford’s name. The MoU and request for the name
change was made by Ron Heard of the Crawford Memo-
rial Committee.

In the discussion, Trustee Nikki McDonald said she
does not want to change the name of Centennial Park
because it was dedicated for the 100th anniversary of the
town. McDonald said Crawford was greatly involved in
the naming, and she does not think he would have wanted
the name changed.

The council went into executive session at 8:17 p.m.

skeokeskskokskoskokskok
The next regular council meeting will be held on April
14 at 7 p.m. in Town Hall. Information: www.ci.palmer-

Lewis-Palmer School District Board of Education, March 17

Committees suggest ways to cut costs

By Harriet Halbig

Long Range Planning Task Force facilitator Steve Ste-

phenson returned to the board at the March 17 meeting

with further suggestions for stretching and increasing the
district’s resources on the basis of work by his task force.

Following are some key points:

* Do an energy audit to save on utility expenses.
Suggestions include changing from incandescent to
more energy-efficient light bulbs, cutting back on
parking lot lighting and analyzing electric use during
peak use hours (4-6 p.m.). Lighting of the bus barn
and the bridge at Palmer Ridge are under study.

* Lower water costs through the use of xeriscaping.
Such projects might be sponsored by community
groups. Use of artificial turf on playing fields,
although initially expensive, would save $18,000 per
field per year in water costs.

*  Explore potential savings by charging a fee for
transportation. A suggested amount of $1 per day
would yield over $400,000 per year for the 2,500
students now using the service. Also consider
charging a bus fee for athletic and field trips.

*  Negotiate for better cell phone rates.
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« Diligently maintain equipment not being replaced as
often as in the past. This is especially important for
buses and snow removal equipment.

*  Analyze temperatures in facilities. Ensure that heat
and air conditioning are never run at the same time.

* Analyze bus routes. $70,000 in savings could be
realized from altering two routes.

*  Utilize community service volunteers for such tasks
as landscaping and painting. This works best for one-
time tasks rather than recurring ones.

To increase revenue, the task force suggests seeking cor-

porate sponsorships. There is a company that could seek

lake.co.us or call 481-2953.
David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.
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and negotiate sponsorships for such areas
as the stadiums. Because Lewis-Palmer
is known for its athletic success, this is
a valuable resource, the task force says.
The company would retain 40 percent of
the fee, but the district could see revenue
of up to $100,000 in the first year. The
district would determine which assets it
seeks to sponsor.

The task force also explored adver-
tising the district to increase enrollment.
Most current ads have been in print me-
dia. Private schools and other districts
have used television ads. Outside exper-
tise could be sought to create the ads, or
they could be developed in house by video
classes. Air time during a news broadcast
averages $150 to $275 for 30 seconds. Ads

would be run during open enrollment
time.

Stephenson stressed that these are
only suggestions.

Assistant Superintendent for Opera-
tions Cheryl Wangeman said that she had
investigated some further options at the
board’s request. The district could save
about 10 percent of costs by outsourcing
custodial and maintenance services. The
concern is that some of the aging equip-
ment would not be repaired as quickly
by an outside organization than by those
who have maintained it. Perhaps it would
be more practical to outsource grounds
maintenance, she said.

Wangeman also explored the idea of
closing the administration building, Big

FREE Initial Consultation:

Call for appointment

INTERNATIONAL
STONEWORKS, LLC

www.iswrocks.com ¢ Since 1997 ¢ Residential * Commercial

GRANITEJCOUNTERTOPS,

SLAB COUNTERTOPS

* KITCHENS

* BATHROOMS

* WETBARS

* WALLS

* FIREPLACES

* FURNITURE

* OUTDOOR
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

CUSTOM

* GRANITE

* MARBLE

* TRAVERTINE
* QUARTZ

$32.00 Per Sq. Ft. Installed ¢ Call for your FREE Quote Today!
CNC AND WATERJET TECHNOLOGY
FABRICATION & INSTALLATION (719) 488-3180
200 COUNTY LINE ROAD * PALMER LAKE, CO 80133

Located in Palmer Lake two miles west of 1-25 exit 163.

Red. The primary obstacle is the server
room. It could be moved to Palmer Ridge
at an expense of $80,000 to $90,000. It is
unlikely that the entire staff could be ac-
commodated in any one building in the
district.

Operations Advisory Committee

Members of the Operations Advisory

Committee presented recommendations

regarding capital reserves and expendi-

tures. Among them:

»  Use amatrix to determine priorities in
capital expenditures. The committee
is concerned about expenses being
passed along to future boards as a
result of postponing such investments
as new buses, roofing, heating
equipment, and other necessities.
Do not use principal contingency
funds to purchase items that might
be purchased in quantity at a better
price.

* The pattern of enrollment in the
district is unlikely to change in
the next five years or so. While
seeking additional enrollment
through advertising is a good idea,
the primary issue is still the cost of
housing in the district, prohibiting
most families with young children
from living here. Using the present
configuration of elementary, middle,
and high schools is sufficient for now.
Judging from capacity studies, an
additional elementary could be closed
and still not exceed the capacity of
the facilities. Such a closure is not
anticipated at this time.

*  Many computer rooms sit unused for
large parts of the day. Re-examine the
student/computer ratio or develop a
more efficient distribution such as a
few computers in several rooms rather
than many in a central location.

»  Take a closer look at the use of Grace
Best, the former elementary school.
While parts of it are being rented,

the revenue does not exceed the
expense of heating and maintaining

the building.
* Realize savings by centralizing
procurement. Discourage schools

from purchasing small quantities

of supplies and from independently

purchasing technical equipment that

may later become a repair issue.
Finally, the committee reported that the
conversion of Creekside Middle School
to Bear Creek Elementary School was
achieved on time and under budget. In
addition, the enrollment at Bear Creek
exceeds the estimated enrollment by
almost 15 percent, proving that the deci-
sion to create an elementary school in the
Jackson Creek area was a wise one. The
preschool at that location is operating at
near capacity.

Science Step-Up Program for

elementary students
Assistant  Superintendent of Student
Learning Shirley Trees and others pre-
sented the Science Step-Up Program to
the board.

The program, beginning at the kin-
dergarten level and continuing to fifth
grade, consists of kit-based nine-week
units. It is based on an inquiry approach,
encouraging students to investigate ques-
tions through hands-on activities.

In addition to increasing students’
knowledge of science, this program
requires the use of science notebooks,
strengthening students’ writing and ob-
servational abilities. By creating a table
of contents, students learn organizational
skills as well. By graphing results, math
skills are also strengthened.

The kits are refurbished between
uses, and many include living entities
such as insects, frogs, or chicken eggs.
One individual maintains and refurbishes
the kits at Grace Best.

While science is not on the CSAP
test until fifth grade, research in the Pikes

7 understand... “Tust a trim!”
VIl keep your length AND give-
You a g[amorous u}odawc{ sty[e,

Long Hair Syeciaﬁst

EMILY STEINER

MONUMENTAL STYLES & Co.

719.487.8660

1445 CIPRIANI LoOP, MONUMENT
(HIGHWAY 105 & KNOLLWOOD)

First Month FREE! |

with joining fee and EFT I
Offer valid at participating locations for new 1
customers or those who haven't attended in six
months or longer. Joining fee and auto-payment
registration required. Other restrictions may
apply. Expires 4/30/11. |

Call Carolyn at

488-5776




Saturday, April 2, 2011

Our Community News

Page 19

Peak region has shown that this
program helps student scores
when they reach fifth grade.
District 38 is now in the 95th
percentile in science.

Kits are updated to keep in
line with state standards.

New teachers must be
trained to use the kits. Assess-
ment Director Marie Revak said
that podcasts may be developed
so that teachers may review each
kit just prior to using it.

Search for new principal

outlined
The board approved a contract
for John Borman as the new

superintendent of the district at
a salary of $148,000. Borman’s
health insurance and other ben-
efits will be the same as other
district employees. The contract
is for two years, with review
after the first year and renewable
annually thereafter.

There are 18 applicants
for the position of principal at
Lewis-Palmer High School.
Many are sitting principals and
assistant principals and some are
from out of state. Committees of
staff, students, and community
members have been formed and
questions are being developed.

The application process closed in
mid-March.

Interim Superintendent Ted
Bauman outlined a transition
plan for Borman over the next
several months. Borman will
attend meetings and assist with
creating agendas for the Board
of Education and the administra-
tive team. He will be introduced
to community and professional
groups and anticipates receiving
his administrator’s license by the
end of summer.

Other matters

Bauman requested, and the board
approved, the use of $350,000

District Accountability Advisory Committee, March 8

from the district’s “fees in lieu
of land” fund to allow for such
capital expenditures as the re-
placement of a boiler and a roof
on district facilities. The fund
consists of assessments per roof
of new development by local
builders. Funds can be used to
purchase land for a school, build
a school, or renovate a building.
This expenditure accounts for
about a third of the fund.

The board voted to approve
such routine matters as minutes
of past meetings, resignations/
retirement of staff, lists of sub-
stitute teachers and support staff,

Next superintendent describes priorities

Above:

Superintendent-designate

John Borman, right,

addressed the DAAC. At left is committee member Cathy

Wilcox. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

By Harriet Halbig

The Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict’s Accountability Advisory
Committee addressed several se-
rious issues and got to know the
district’s new superintendent-
designate at its March meeting.
Lewis-Palmer High School Prin-
cipal John Borman will assume
the title of superintendent on July
1. This was the committee’s first
opportunity to speak to him in
that context.

Borman has been in his
present position for four years
and oversaw District 38’s transi-
tion from one high school to two,
along with a major decrease in

18985 Bage Camp Rd.
Near Woodmoor Dr. &

Deer Creek Dr.

the number of high school teach-

ers. He said that he has some

priorities on entering his new
position:

*+ Keep the students as the
priority when considering
any decisions regarding
policy or budget. The state’s
education budget continues
to fluctuate, making it
difficult to plan ahead.
Borman anticipates cutting
$3 million or more in the
coming year

* Make an effort to find out
why 600 of the students from
D-38’s area attend school in
District 20. Three hundred

of theirs come here.

* The only schools ahead of
D-38 in achievement are
charter or private schools.
Maintaining and growing
enrollment numbers is key
to funding.

Committee member Deb Goth
commented that too many peo-
ple say, “You’re doing so great
as a district—why do you need
more money?” Borman said that
there are fewer funds and fewer
teachers now than over the past
several years. He added that
the district cannot strip away
resources and continue to main-
tain its present standards.

Borman said that the work-
force in this state has more to do
with those moving into the state
than those growing up here. The
present funding system is not
working. The district needs to
determine a way to rally support
within the community.

Committee member Cathy
Wilcox said that a script is being
developed to call 100 of the fami-
lies who opted to attend D-20
schools to learn their reasons for
the choice. Families who choose
to home school and those who at-
tend Colorado Springs Christian
schools will also be contacted.

It is also suggested that
there be an exit interview with
students who leave the district,
even if they do not graduate or
are leaving the area.
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The position of Lewis-
Palmer High School principal
has been posted. Groups of
parents/students, staff, and
community  representatives
will be formed the week after
spring break to interview can-
didates.

When asked about ru-
mors of closing a high school,
Borman said that there is no
danger of that happening. The
demographics in the district
favor older students, because
the cost of housing is so high
that families tend to move
here when their children enter
middle or high school. Both
high schools are strong, with
a growth rate of 5 percent per
year.

Board of Education liaison
Gail Wilson said that the plan-
ning task force has not made
recommendations on any ma-

contracts, and other matters.
sesksteotesokskokoskok
The Lewis-Palmer District 38
Board of Education meets at
6 p.m. on the third Thursday
of each month at the district’s
learning center, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. The next meet-
ing will be held on April 21.
Harriet Halbig can be contacted
at harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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jor changes in the district. The
budget for the next year needs to
be approved in June. The level of
per pupil funding from the state
will not be known until May.

Legislative update
Wilson reported that the state
Legislature has entered a dia-
logue on the meaning of local
control by school districts. Dis-
tricts now individually deter-
mine such things as the number
of hours of physical education
instruction per week that are
required. Districts also deter-
mine their own curricula as long
as state standards are met. The
Colorado Association of School
Boards (CASB) advocates that
the state should not impose any
unfunded initiatives.

Senate Bill 191, passed last
year, requires a new assessment

By Bernard L. Minetti
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District Treasurer John
Hildebrandt provided a financial
report for February at the March
23 board meeting. He stated that
the district had received $99,217
in property tax revenue, which
is 3.08 percent of the budgeted
amount. He reported that the
specific ownership tax revenue

process to determine teacher ef-
fectiveness. The Legislature rec-
ommended testing the students
to determine the effectiveness
of the teachers. This method of
assessment is not applicable to
such non-academic teachers as
librarians and music and physi-
cal education teachers. Should
the state set standards for when
a teacher becomes non-proba-
tionary?

For those concerned about
the issue, Wilson said that meet-
ings on effective educators are
open to the public. The Colorado
Department of Education web-
site lists times and locations.

Wilson also  suggested
watching trends in Douglas
County, which advocates creat-
ing vouchers for students to take
to private religious schools.

School Improvement

Plans reviewed
Assistant  Superintendent  of
Student Learning Shirley Trees
divided the committee into
groups to review improvement
plans submitted by each of the
district’s schools. She said that
the plans are compliance docu-
ments for state law and serve
to demonstrate adequate yearly
progress for federal officials.

Trees said that the plans rep-
resent the real work being done
at the school level. Although
the district achieved the highest
level of accreditation, each cam-
pus determined areas in which it
desired improvement.

One conclusion from the
plans was that the gap in achieve-
ment between special needs and
general population students was

most successfully reduced by in-
tegrating the special needs popu-
lation into the general classroom
whenever possible.

A weakness identified last
year is writing ability, which is
being actively addressed in all
contexts, including math.

Regarding special education
achievement, Wilson said that
special education funding from
the state does not cover the ser-
vices offered in the district and
that this must now be examined
while discussing future budgets.

Committee for Political

Achievement
DAAC Co-Chair Cori Tanner re-
ported that state Rep. Amy Ste-
phens has commented that public
education does not have a fund-
ing problem but a spending prob-
lem. Stephens has not responded

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board, March 23

Budget continues on track

received was $47,096, or 17.18
percent of the yearly budgeted
amount. He also added that am-
bulance revenues to date were
$118,924, or 24.27 percent of the
budgeted allocation.

Hildebrandt further advised
the board that administrative
expenses were up due to the
payment of liability insurance
premiums. He noted that fuel

2011 MVEA BOARD NOMINATIONS

NOW OPEN

Two Directors will be elected to Mountain View Electric
Association’s (MVEA) Board of Directors this year from the

following districts:

District 2: Simla, Matheson and a portion of the
surrounding areas.
District 7: Monument, Woodmoor and a portion of the
surrounding areas.
(incumbent Donna Andersen-Van Ness)

The procedures for Director Elections & Member Voting is
available on MVEA’s website at www.mvea.coop.

If you are interested in being a candidate, please contact
a member of the nominating committee. A candidate must
be an MVEA member and reside in the district where there is
a vacancy. Before applying, please contact either MVEA of-
fice at 719-775-2861 or 719-495-2283 to verify your district.

A member may also petition for nomination. Petitions and
proceedures are available at 1655 5th St., Limon; 11140 E.
Woodmen Rd, Falcon or online at www.mvea.coop. Petitions
must be signed by 15 members of MVEA and returned to
either MVEA office by 5:30 p.m., Monday, April 25, 2011,

A Candidate Questionnaire must be completed for either
the verbal nomination or the petition. This application can
be found on MVEA’s website or you may pick one up at ei-
ther office. If you have questions, please contact a member
of the nominating committee. Candidate Questionnaire must
be received at either office or by the nominating committee
by 5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 21, 2011 for the committee’s

consideration.

If you are petitioning for nomination, the Candidate Ques-
tionnaire must be submitted with your petition no later than
5:30 p.m., Monday, April 25, 2011.

Nominating Committee:
District 2

Allan Moore

13217 County Road 141
Simla, CO 80835
719-541-2180

= ‘ o

MOUNTAIN VIEW ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC,

soee Enersy’ Cooperative HaBo

p s

(incumbent Rick Gordon)

District 7

Edward McGuire
4810 Abo Lane
Monument, CO 80132
719-481-9377

719-775-2861
719-495-2283
WWWw.mvea.coop

costs were up a little and that
there was concern for the future
of this item. He concluded his
report by stating that overall ex-
penses were 14.41 percent of the
budget, which is slightly lower
than projected.

Board President Charlie Po-
cock read the fifth in a series of
articles on residential sprinkler
system issues into the record:

“Residential Fire Sprinklers

or No Sprinklers—Article

Five

New data comes in
almost monthly on the
problems associated with
antifreeze in  residential
sprinkler systems. This is
the latest guidance just put
out by the National Fire

Protection Association

(NFPA): “For now, and

until any further action by

NFPA consensus standards

committees, NFPA sprinkler

standards prohibit the use of
antifreeze in new residential
fire sprinkler systems.” So
before we go any further,
remember we’re talking
about El Paso County,

Colorado and not Florida

or Arizona. Our winter

temperatures can range
down to minus 35 degrees

F and down to minus 55

degrees in the mountains, so

we have to be aware of the
worst-case conditions.

The NFPA has various
alternatives, but considering
cost,  complexity, and
reliability, a wet pipe
system is best for home
installations. The NFPA
only recognizes two types
of antifreeze  solutions,
and both are flammable.
Glycerin has a flashpoint of
390 degrees and may only
be used in a 50 percent
solution, or less, which will
freeze at minus 20.9 degrees
F. Propylene glycol has a
flash point of 210 degrees
and may only be used in a
40 percent solution, or less,
which has a minus 6 degree
F freezing point.

Additionally,
these antifreeze solutions
must be mixed in the
factory to ensure proper
concentration and solution
integrity. Both mustbe tested
annually by an authorized
sprinkler company to ensure
the freezing point, and that
the antifreeze is not coming
out of the solution. They
must be certified for use
with plastic PVC pipes. And
they must be drained and
changed periodically.

An alternative to the

both of

to requests for a meeting with
members of the committee.
Tanner said that she will
create postcards to be signed and
sent to members of the budget
committee of the state Legis-
lature. Some of the postcards,
titled “Jobs Today,” will be from
the standpoint of the district’s
staff. Others, titled “Jobs Tomor-
row,” will be from students.
seskstestsokskokoskok
The District Accountability
Advisory Committee meets at 7
p.m. on the second Tuesday of
each month. Locations vary. The
April 12 meeting will be held
at Palmer Ridge High School,
19255 Monument Hill Road,
Monument.
Harriet Halbig can be contacted
at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

wet pipe system is the dry
pipe system, where water
is only introduced into the
sprinkler system when a fire
is detected and a valve is
opened, or where sprinklers
are mounted in the walls,
and in this case three times
the number of sprinkler
heads are required.”
Chief Robert Denboske then
entered the district firefighter
training report into the record.
The report contained the total
hours of training sessions. In
February there were 273 hours
of personnel training. Fire and
hazard specific hours amounted
to 145 total hours, EMS specific
training hours amounted to 112.5
hours, and physical fitness train-
ing hours totaled 16.5 hours.
seskestesfesokokokoskok
The next Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Protection District board
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 27, at the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Administration Center
at 166 Second St. in Monu-
ment. For further information
regarding this meeting, contact
Fire District Administrative As-
sistant Jennifer Martin at 719-
484-0911.
Bernard Minetti may be contact-
ed at bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Retirement May Be Far Off,

But the April 18 Deadline for IRA Contributions Isn’t.

To learn more about the advantages of an Edward Jones
Individual Retirement Account (IRA), call or visit today.

Donna M O'Bryant

Financial Advisor

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

719-487-0407

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones
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By Judith P. von Ahlefeldt
Reprinted by permission from the
March 10, 2011, Black Forest News
On Thursday, March 3, the El Paso County
Board of Commissioners held a four-hour
hearing on the proposed Intergovernmen-
tal Agreement (IGA) among the City of
Colorado Springs, Copper Ridge Met-
ropolitan District, and El Paso County.
Negotiations among the three entities had

been going on for an extended period.

The hearing was unique for several
reasons, not the least of which being that
Colorado Springs Mayor Lionel Rivera
sent a letter to the commissioners late
on the afternoon of March 2 asking them
to pull the Copper Ridge item from the
agenda. Board Chair Amy Lathen wrote a
polite, but terse, letter to the mayor, thank-
ing the city for its innovative idea but stat-
ing that the hearing would go on because
the commissioners wanted to do their due
diligence to protect the taxpayers.

The Copper Ridge developer, Gary
Erickson, wanted to build a 1 million-
square-foot upscale mall at the extreme
north end of the city in what is known as
the Northgate Parcel I annexation of 1986.
The property, just south of the Western
Museum of Mining at the Northgate/I-
25 Interchange would not have adequate

El Paso County Board of County Commissioners, Mar. 3

County rejects participation in Copper Ridge proposal

access until and unless an $80 million
project was completed that included the
extension of Powers north to I-25 and a
new Interchange.

The city and Copper Ridge Metro
District asked the county to participate
financially, with a share of half of all the
sales tax revenue until 2035.

Although the county had been pro-
vided with two financial projections,
the commissioners hired independent
consultants to do a third projection. The
consultants, Andrew Knutsen and Daniel
Guimond, concluded that the other two
analyses were too optimistic about the
rate of growth of both the community and
the project, and therefore overestimated
the revenue flow. They noted that their
more conservative analysis indicated that
revenues expected in 2015 might not ma-
terialize until 2020, causing issues of cash
flow for bonding and road building.

They also had concerns about “can-
nibalism”—the movement of viable busi-
nesses from existing malls to the new
mall, and “capture” estimates—the inflow
of dollars from other communities and
the retention of dollars within Colorado
Springs.

County Attorney Bill Louis gave an
extensive presentation addressing legal

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board, March 23

Ballots delayed in vote on
governing documents

By Harriet Halbig

At the March 23 meeting of the Wood-
moor Improvement Association (WIA)
board, President Chuck Maher said that,
following a final review by the associ-
ation’s attorneys, the ballots regarding
changes in the governing documents have
been delayed. Wording regarding multi-
unit dwellings was one of the issues to
be clarified. Ballots now will be mailed
in mid-April, with a deadline of May 31
for their return.

Maher reminded the board that a
three-fourths vote of the membership is
required for passage of some of the new
wording.

Events scheduled for Fire Wise Day

The Forestry Committee is finalizing

plans for its Fire Wise Day on May 7 from

10 a.m. until noon. Director of Forestry

Carolyn Streit-Carey said that the com-

mittee recommends inviting residents

of other area communities to attend this
event, because the fire danger is very
real for all of us in these dry conditions.

Among the features of the event:

*  Memorial Star rescue helicopter will
be on display with staff to explain its
duties.

* Fire department personnel will
demonstrate fire rescue techniques.

¢ Children will be able to climb into a
fire truck and learn how it works.

* Disaster survival representatives
from the Sheriff’s Office will explain
the workings of their department.

We sell for YOU on the

WORLD’S LARGEST auction site!

aspects of the proposal, as well as costs
and benefits.

Louis cautioned the commissioners
that the bottom line was whether or not
expenditure of county funds to support
participation in building the Powers ex-
tension would generate enough revenue
to build the road and grow the county’s
revenue tax base.

Nicola Sapp, county financial officer,
presented data based on the consultants’
report that flatly stated that if the Powers
extension was not built, the county would
receive about $2 million in revenue in
2020 and if it were, the revenue would be
but $976,000.

The reasons Sapp gave were that the
county presently gets a full 1 percent of
sales tax revenue, and under this agree-
ment would only get 0.5 percent, and the
projected effect of “cannibalism” would
also decrease the county’s revenue.

There were concerns voiced by the
public that attracting and keeping major
destination retail outlets might be very

difficult, as recent experiences in Denver
malls have shown.

Another concern was the effect of
loading more traffic onto I-25, which is al-
ready overloaded, and onto Powers before
interchanges are built the entire length.

It was pointed out that placing a large
mall far from the city center negated ef-
forts by the Pikes Peak Area Council of
Governments to decrease miles driven
regionally as a means of controlling air
pollution.

The motion was to table the proposal
indefinitely, which has the same effect as
denial. The motion passed 4-1. Commis-
sioner Sallie Clark voted “Nay” because
she wanted the motion to state “deny.”
The effect was a unanimous decision by
the commissioners to say “No” to the pro-
posed IGA.

Information about the Black Forest news
is at www.blackforestnews-co.com.
Judy von Ahlefeldt can be contacted at
editor@blackforestnews-co.com.
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* Individuals are requested to bring
their home fire extinguishers for
testing and to learn how to operate
them.

*  Smokey the Bear will be on hand for
photos.

The event will take place at the fire station

on Woodmoor Drive in Woodmoor.
Streit-Carey also reported that grant

money remains for those who undergo a

fire assessment of Woodmoor properties

and need to perform work to make their
lots safe.

Common Areas

Common Areas Director W. Lee Mur-
ray reported that the association’s Great
American Clean-up and hazardous waste
drop-off event is scheduled for May 14.
He said he will need help in organizing
the event.

The association will need to get signs
for the pond areas stating that no swim-

By Bill Kappel

The end of the meteorological winter went
out the same way it started, with mild tem-
peratures and dry conditions. Fire weather
concerns were heightened for much of the
month, as the gusty winds, lack of snow,
and higher than average temperatures cre-
ated dangerous conditions.

March started off mild and sunny,
continuing the trend that ended the last
half of February. Highs hit 60° on both af-
ternoons of the 1st and 2nd and remained
in the upper 50s on the 3rd. This mild
weather provided a feel of spring in the
air, but as is the case in March the weather
pattern abruptly changed over the next
few days. Cooler air with snow showers,
heavy at times, hit the region during the
afternoon of the 4th and highs only man-
aged to reach the upper 30s.

As is the case with convectively based
snow this time of the year, the amounts
were hit and miss. Some of us received
around 3 inches, while others only a little
more than a trace. This is very similar to
spring and summer thunderstorms, where
heavy rain can fall in one neighborhood
while another gets nothing. Temperatures
stayed below normal over the next few
days as a storm system approached the re-
gion. This brought upslope conditions late
in the weekend, with fog and low clouds
and a beautiful layer of rime ice.

The second week of March started off
cold and a little snowy, and then quickly
warmed up with lots of sunshine. High
temperatures stayed below the freezing
mark on the 7th and 8th, with lots of low
clouds, fog, and flurries. This shallow but

ming or skating is permitted. He recom-
mended using the same contractor who
created the signs a few months ago.

The committee will soon begin to
schedule mowing and weed control activi-
ties and the stocking of the ponds.

Public Safety
Director of Public Safety Paul Lambert
reported that, with the lengthening of
daylight hours, there will be an increasing
number of door-to-door solicitors in the
community.

He said that the association consulted
its attorneys about 10 years ago about the
association’s ability to screen solicitors or
to prohibit their activity in the community.
The attorneys said that no restrictions may
be placed on solicitor activity due to First
Amendment rights.

The only communities that may pro-
hibit solicitation are gated communities
with private roads. Woodmoor roads are

county owned.

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin
Nielsen said that, contrary to rumor, there
have been no recent incidents of solicitors
committing burglaries in the community.

Other matters

WIA Manager Matt Beseau distributed a
list of association fees levied by surround-
ing associations. These fees primarily
cover the cost of reviewing and monitor-
ing architectural control matters. He said
that the association is often asked by real-
tors to provide information on improve-
ments to properties when they become
available for resale.

The board discussed a recent meet-
ing regarding traffic patterns in the north-
west corner of the community. There is
a locked gate blocking through-traffic on

Doewood Drive.
At the end of its tenure, the previous board

March Weather Wrap

cold air mass was associated with a strong
storm moving through the Four Corners
region, just missing us once again. Once
this storm moved off to the Midwest, the
cold air was quickly shoved out of the area
and replaced by high pressure moving in
from the west. This brought with it mild
and dry conditions.

Several days were also accompanied
by warm, desiccating downslope winds,
increasing fire dangers in the region.
Highs hit the 50s on the 9th and 10th, then
jumped to near record territory on the 11th
with mid-60s. Temperatures returned to
seasonal levels over the weekend, with
low 50s. Brief snow did make an ap-
pearance Sunday morning, but because
it happened around 6:30 a.m., most of us
probably didn’t notice.

The week of March 14 started off sea-
sonal with mostly sunny skies, as highs
reached into the 50s. A warm ridge of high
pressure continued to build into the area
over the next couple of days, and south-
westerly winds began to pick up ahead of
a storm moving through the desert south-
west. The warm air mass was enhanced by
the downsloping southwesterly winds, and
temperatures warmed accordingly. Highs
reached 70° F on the afternoon of the 16th
and again hit the upper 60s on the 17th.
This was the first time reaching the 70°
mark since last October.

The dry, warm air and gusty winds
also led to high fire dangers around the
area, with a lack of snow pack, dead veg-
etation, and dry ground all making mat-
ters worse. As this storm moved over the
region, we received a brief shot of snow

during the early morning hours of the
18th, with 1 to 2 inches falling before sun-
rise. However, the strong March sunshine
and seasonal temperatures quickly melted
most of this by that afternoon. Tempera-
tures quickly warmed again through the
weekend, with highs hitting the mid- to
upper 60s and gusty winds again return-
ing.

The first full day of spring, March
21, started off quiet and mild, with highs
hitting the upper 60s. However, a bit of a
change was about to occur, as this warm,
dry air mass moved out of the region and
was replaced by a more unsettled pattern.
Initially, all the action was relegated to the
high country, with several fast-moving
Pacific weather systems racing over the re-
gion and dropping snow in the mountains.
These storms brought clouds for us and
brief periods of low clouds, fog, and flur-
ries. The last of the storms moved out of
Wyoming, southwestward over the region
and produced measurable snow.

From mid-morning on the 28th
through the evening, graupel and snow
popped up and moved on, dropping quick
shots of moisture, but never really result-
ing in much accumulation. The heart of
this storm moved over the area during the
early morning hours of the 29th produc-
ing 1 to 4 inches of snow across the area.
Sunshine and mild conditions quickly re-
turned for the last few days of the month,
with temperatures again pushing to well
above normal levels.

Although March is usually our sec-
ond snowiest month of the year, so far this
month has been quite a disappointment.
This only adds to the extremely dry and
mild winter we’ve experienced so far.
Hopefully we are able to make up some
ground in April, which is our snowiest
month of the year on average.

A look ahead
April is known for a wide range of weather
conditions in the region and is on average
our snowiest month of the year. We can
see 70° temperatures one afternoon and

voted to recommend that the gate be re-
moved and that the immediate area be
returned to its natural state with some sort
of physical barrier to through-traffic.

The board agreed after discussion that
the road belongs to the county, and the as-
sociation therefore has no control over its
use. The board voted to rescind the former
action and to pass a motion that the board
will remain impartial in the decision-mak-
ing process and defer to the county and its
decisions on the matter.

skeskeskeoskeoskoskoskoskoskok
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor
Improvement Association meets at 7 p.m.
on the fourth Wednesday of each month
at Woodmoor’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor
Drive, Monument. The next meeting will
take place on April 27.
Harriet Halbig may be contacted at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

blizzard conditions the next. Several
recent years have seen over 50 inches of
snow accumulate during the month. It
also melts very quickly, often adding
very beneficial moisture to the soil and
helping the vegetation that is just getting
started. We can hope this year will bring
abundant moisture and hopefully make
up for some of the dry conditions we’ve
experienced lately. For a complete look
at monthly climate summaries for the
region, please visit www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

March 2011 Weather Statistics
Average High 53.5° (+4.1°)
100-year return frequency value
max 57.9° min 38.0°
Average Low 23.2° (+2.6°)
100-year return frequency value
max 27.0° min 12.0°

Highest Temperature 70° on the 16™
Lowest Temperature 9° on the 4, 5™
Monthly Precipitation 0.55” (-1.48”,

73% below normal)
100-year return frequency value
max 4.29” min 0.22”
7.4” (-17.87,
70% below normal)
48.6” (-48.9”,
50% below normal)
(the snow season is from July I to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  8.68” (-6.14”,
41% below normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 953 (+36)
Cooling Degree Days 0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-
Lakes resident. He can be contacted at
billkappel@ocn.me.

Monthly Snowfall

Season to Date Snow

G INC LiveWell.
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Letters to Our Community

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer. For let-
ter guidelines, see page 35

Woodmoor has not

restricted copper plumbing

I was reading the article in Our Community News (‘“Pro-
posed nutrient regulations remain the major concern,”
March 5, 2011) regarding the Joint Use Committee meet-
ing and noticed a statement that needs to be corrected.
Woodmoor has not restricted the use of copper plumbing
and does not require PEX piping in new construction. In
fact, we still require K-type copper to be installed from
the main into the building.

We continue to adjust the pH with caustic soda, and
our copper levels would suggest that it has been effective
in limiting corrosion in the distribution system as well as
interior copper piping. I had not heard about the opera-
tional problems that the Town of Monument was having
or that they had discontinued the process.

Randy Gillette

Assistant district manager

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District No. 1

Editor’s note: OCN apologizes for the error and thanks
Randy Gillette for clarifying Woodmoor’s operations.

Budget cuts endanger

quality of education
“The quality of education in Colorado will decrease,”
stated Lt. Gov. Joe Garcia in response to a question on
how the governor’s proposed budget cuts will impact pub-
lic education in Colorado.

Gov. John Hickenlooper’s proposed budget delivers
to school districts a per-student funding cut of $497 from
2010-11 levels. Multiply that by the number of students in
each school district, and we are approaching the millions
of dollars needed to balance the state budget.

Schools will be required to adjust their budgets for a
fourth consecutive year of decreased state funding. Since
the average school district spends over 85 percent of the
budget on personnel, the line item to take the largest hit
is pretty obvious.

This cut to personnel comes on top of universal
agreement: The quality of education is in direct propor-
tion to the quality of the teacher.

So the question is: Do all Colorado’s children deserve
a high quality education?

If not, which ones get the lesser quality education:
your child, your grandchild, or the kid around the cor-
ner?

As a taxpayer, the call is yours.

Gail Wilson

What’s D-38’s plan?

During the financial crisis of 2010, School District 38
Superintendent Ray Blanch gave his assurances that the
desperately needed cuts would stay as far away from the
classroom as possible; all other alternatives would be
thoroughly considered first. But the major impact was
solely on the classroom, with the closing of Creekside
Middle School and the termination of 50 teachers.

Fast forward to fall 2010 to a school board work
session, where Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman
proclaimed he wanted to keep the still necessary cuts for
next fall as far from the classroom as possible. Yet at the
February 2011 board meeting, Bauman assured the board
they would cut teachers and staff to make up for the unre-
solved deficit. He organized a task force that put together
myriad possible cost-saving ideas to be presented with-
out specific recommendations. One of the ideas was to
move central administration (41 people) from Big Red to
the 14 empty classrooms at Lewis-Palmer High School
(LPHS).

The central administration building is the least ef-
ficient building, and by leasing it out, it could become a
cost saver plus revenue generator. At the same meeting,
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the board’s own OA Committee (facilities/enrollment
review) recommended, for the second consecutive year,
the closing of Prairie Winds Elementary School as D-38’s
most costly school with a substantially decreasing popula-
tion—also potentially a cost saver and revenue generator.

Board of Education member Mark Pfoff passionately
opposed closing Prairie Winds for August because there’s
not enough time. Three board members are running for
re-election and may be concerned about not rocking any-
one’s boat (vote). Bauman vigorously refused to consider
any change in the location of central administration staff,
without specific reasons. Both Blanch and Bauman have
used the cost of moving the district’s computer server as
the overwhelming barrier to this move. But, in fact, the
server doesn’t have to be moved.

The most telling comment made by Bauman was that
a move to LPHS would be very short-lived since LPHS
will soon be full. With the prediction of 140 fewer stu-
dents next year, this can only mean a future reconfigura-
tion. It could look like this: Lewis-Palmer Middle School
is leased to a charter school such as Monument Academy;
Palmer Ridge High School becomes the district’s junior
high; LPHS becomes the grades 10-12 high school.

If district leadership has a plan, why aren’t they tell-
ing the public?

Stephen Boyd

Join fundraiser for family
of young epilepsy victim

My name is Gabe Aguero and along with being a student
at Palmer Ridge High School, I am also on the staff of
the school’s student-run newspaper, The Bear Truth. 1
recently had the opportunity to meet and get to know a
S-year-old named Tyler Biggs. He attends preschool at
Lewis-Palmer Elementary School. He is very sweet, shy,
and his smile can light up a room. Unfortunately, he is
also afflicted with Doose syndrome, a rare form of epi-
lepsy and one of the hardest to control. He has many dif-
ferent kinds of unannounced seizures. He has had surgery
to implant a device that helps stop some of the seizures,
but it can’t stop all of them.

Tyler’s family recently purchased a seizure response
dog named Penny. The goldendoodle is learning to re-
spond to Tyler’s seizures by alerting his parents to when
he is having one. Penny cost the family nearly $8,000, not
including training. The family has gotten a grant from the
Chelsea Hutchison Foundation, a nonprofit Colorado cor-
poration designed to help people with the cost of seizure
response dogs.

To help the family raise more money, I am helping
to put together a fundraiser. A “Dog N Jog” will be held

Why advertise in OCN?

e OCN is mailed free to every resident and business
in the Tri-Lakes area. We put copies of OCN into
the hands of those people most likely to buy your
products or services.

OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area news.
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs off
on the advertisers in that media.

OCN takes ads only from Tri-Lakes area busi-
nesses. Your ad won’t be competing for attention
with ads from Colorado Springs and Castle Rock.
OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has the
lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local publica-
tion. Since OCN is a monthly publication, your ad is
out there for a month—more than four times longer
than other local papers.

OCN doesn’t use contracts. Our advertisers adver-
tise with us because they see benefit in it, not because
they’re bound by a contract they signed months be-
fore.

You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising
dollars support a unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-fo-
cused effort to present factual, comprehensive news
to all Tri-Lakes area residents.

And the best reason of all: It works!
To see how well OCN ads have worked for other busi-
nesses, go to www.ocn.me/advertise.htm#testimonials.
For more information on advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm
or contact John Heiser at
488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

Above: Tyler Biggs.
Photo provided by Gabe Aguero.

April 17, 2 to 4 p.m., at Fox Run Regional Park in pavil-
ion 4. People can bring their dogs and walk or run a 5K
to raise money. Walk-up registration starts at 1 p.m., or
people can register ahead of time online at http://www.ch
fdognjog.charityhappenings.org.

Please join us to help raise money for Tyler Biggs.
Gabe Aguero m
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High Country Highlights

Spring planting in the Tri-Lakes area

By Woody Woodworth

Spring planting is usually recommended when the soil
warms enough to start working it. That usually occurs
at slightly lower elevations sometime between late March
and mid-April. At our higher elevations in the Tri-Lakes
region, you should be able to start working the soil when
most of the snow cover is gone, usually mid-April to mid-
May. You can plant at this time, but keep in mind that new
plants will require watering and you must have the ability
to water them well.

Usually we recommend you make improvements
to garden soil in the fall by adding compost or organic
matter, but if you didn’t amend then, now is the time. By

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your Iook?
| specialize in the latest razored,
texturized cuts and color frends

Arlene Nelson

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of 1-25
off Highway 105 & Knollwood.

(719) 487-8660

adding compost now, you will improve soil structure for
this year’s garden and help reduce your water use. Be sure
to use high quality compost that is dark with little obvious
organic matter remaining. It should have no bad aromas
and be weed-free.

Add generous amounts of compost, but don’t overdo
it. It’s possible to add too much to our clay soils, increas-
ing the accumulation of soluble salts, which can kill plant
roots. Our rule of thumb is to add up to one-half compost
by volume to the soil at any one time. If you’re working
your soil to a depth of 6 inches, add a 3-inch layer of com-
post and thoroughly blend it in.

Starting indoors

Many garden seeds need to be started indoors, and it’s
important to sow the seeds at the proper time. This allows
the seeds to germinate in the best possible conditions
and gives you a head start on the growing season. Find
out from the seed packet if they are tender, half-hardy,
or hardy. Tender plants can be set outdoors only after
the last average frost date, half-hardy plants two weeks
before that date, and hardy plants about six to eight weeks
before.

Allow about six weeks from the time you sow the
seeds indoors until the date that you want to set the plants
out in the garden. A good rule of thumb is that we have
about an 80 percent chance of no frost by the third week
of May. Mother Nature has everything to do with this;
each year will be different. Remember though, our latest
frost date is June 6, which means frost can still damage
plants if left uncovered.

All plants raised indoors, whether tender or hardy,
must be hardened-off in a cold frame or on a protected
porch for about 10 days before planting. Start them in a
sterile, light soil mix, such as a seed starter mix. Avoid
mixes containing chemical fertilizers and large chunks
of bark. As a rule, plant the seeds at a depth of no more
than twice their diameter. Keep the soil moist, but not

wet. Most seeds will germinate at average temperatures
(roughly 60 to 75 F) in seven to 14 days.

Grass, wildflower seeds

can be planted now

Now is a good time to plant grass and wildflower seed,
especially now that we’re into our wetter months of
springtime. Be sure to cover seed with about one-fourth
inch of top soil or other loose mix, then water and keep
them moist. Germination takes a bit longer this time of
year, but results can be astounding. The key to a good
stand of grass or wildflowers is the seed. Be sure to use a
fresh seed source and a garden center that has knowledge
of seeds that work well for the Tri-Lakes area.

Generally, you can fertilize lawns, blooming shrubs
and trees the first week or so of April. Wait just a bit
longer before fertilizing tender perennials that are just
emerging from the ground—about middle to late April
for them.

There are hundreds of fertilizers on the market to-
day, so be sure to choose one for your plants’ specific
need. Check the N-P-K ratios listed on the bag to help
determine which fertilizer has the correct application. For
top growth, add higher nitrogen (the first letter N), for
increased blooms and root growth add higher phosphate
(the second letter P), and for more drought and disease
resistance add more potash (the third letter K).

There are more organic and natural solutions for
fertilizers available that don’t contain the harsh chemicals
that harm ground surface water. If you need suggestions,
consult your local garden center for kid and pet-safe al-
ternatives.

Think green this spring. Go plant something. It will
make you feel good!

Woody Woodworth is a member of the Garden Centers
of Colorado, actively involved in the green industry, and
operates a garden center in downtown Monument. He
can be contacted at woodyworth@ocn.me.

The Nature of Our Community

Beekeepers can assist those
with bee infestations

By Donna Hartley

With the advent of longer and warmer days, the Pikes
Peak Beekeepers are starting to get phone calls in and
around El Paso County. People who have bees living in
their walls or around their homes and outbuildings are
noticing them becoming active again as they slowly come
out of winter hibernation.

On relatively warm days, the bees are doing their
cleansing flights from their winter homes, which consists

Mother’s Day Market

Great Gifts & Baked Goods
April 12th

Time: 6:30 to 8:30

Tri-Lakes Incubator
14960 Woodcarver Road, CS

Special Drawing to benefit Tri-Lakes Cares
RSVP

www.trilakesnetworkingteam.com

of housekeeping by removing dead bees from winter die
off. They are also hungrily searching for extra food and
water and will gather around bird baths, bird feeders, etc.
at this time of the year.

The honeybee is a fastidious housekeeper and these
cleansing flights are important. The bees are not ready for
the shock of having their homes moved, because it’s still
too chilly and we no doubt have some snow days ahead
before the cold season is done.

The bees will retreat on these cold days to huddle or
cluster together back into their homes in walls, hives, etc.
They are busy creatures and are seldom aggressive with
anyone unless batted or touched. They also have a certain
landing pattern to get in and out of their hives and, if a
person stands directly in front of a hive, it is disturbing
to the scurrying bee. They will bump into a person and
quickly fly around him.

During this time, homeowners call the Pikes Peak
Beekeepers hoping someone will remove the dwellers to
a new home in the form of a wooden hive. The beekeep-
ers can only ask for patience now and caution the anxious
homeowner to wait for the onset of early summer. It’s
heartbreaking to see an otherwise healthy hive that has
survived the winter perish because someone decided to
plunge into the removal job prematurely.

The removal of the bees at this time can be almost
a certain death sentence, and therefore the bees need to
remain with their winter home until they can be moved
safely. The chill and disruption of their food supply can
only cause severe problems on these winter days.

This morning my husband put out pollen patties for
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our bees, and they quickly arrived on our porch in the
thousands. By noon he had to put out more food. They are
searching discarded soda cans and uncovered garbage for
sugar water; then they search bird feeders hoping to find
new pollen among the seeds.

My husband and I move familiarly and freely back
and forth among them and they are, as usual, hardly
interested in our presence. If we are wearing our bright
yellow jackets, they will frequently land on us to investi-
gate this possible source of food and then fly off to look
elsewhere.

It is good to remember that they are bothered by dark
or red clothing or hair. They cannot see red and identify
it as dark, which signals danger to them. A bear is dark-
colored, and they are instinctively nervous about that
coloring on an animal exhaling carbon dioxide. That can
mean a human or a bear.

When a home or property owner finds a swarm or
hive he’d like to be rid of, we encourage them to call Mike
Halby of the Pikes Peak Beekeepers to get his name on a
list. He will list the homeowner’s address and phone and
send one of us out to take a look at the location of the hive.
It will be dealt with as soon as it’s safely warm. The bee-
keepers will call the homeowner to make an appointment
for a removal of the entrenched hive.

At this time we caution the property owner not to
spray anything into the hive, even water. It is illegal for
a reputable exterminator to eradicate a hive of honeybees
that can be moved, and we get referrals from extermina-
tors to take care of honeybees they have been mistakenly
called for. By the same token, a beekeeper is not an ex-
terminator and will refer you to one if it’s not a hive of
honeybees he’s seeing. Around July of every year the bee-
keepers get calls to remove “aggressive” honeybees that
turn out to be yellow jackets on further inspection.

Spraying anything into a hive of honeybees or clos-
ing up an entry hole will cause the homeowner further
problems when the weather turns hot. If the bees inside
are dead and the temperature has climbed, there are no
bees in the hive to keep the honey and wax cool and
solid. Things start to melt and the bees aren’t there flap-
ping their wings to keep the hive cool. No creature works
harder for its home than the honeybee!

I often tell the story of a property owner who pur-
chased a house where the bees in the ceiling of the liv-
ing room had been exterminated. Everything was fine
until summer came and he suddenly had honey running
down his ceiling, onto his sofa and carpeting. When my
husband cut into the ceiling, there were seven square feet
of comb. What worked in the cold weather was now an

expensive disaster.

If the bees arrive in a swarm or ball in the spring
warmth and settle in a tree or on a house’s eaves or
windowsills or in the garden, a beekeeper will remove
the swarm at no charge. The bees will be removed to a
hive and settled into a new home out of the family’s way.
In this case the call should be made as soon as they are
noticed.

The swarm or ball of bees is looking for a new home
and may settle into a nearby house or tree or just move
on after a couple of days. It’s much cheaper to the hom-
eowner to remove a swarm than a hive living in a wall.
The Pikes Peak Beekeepers don’t charge for swarms, but
always encourage people to make a donation toward their
gas costs, because beekeepers may travel a long distance
to remove a swarm for the property owner.

Please remember also that an adult (over 18) is need-
ed on the premises while the beekeeper is there. That can
be a trusted friend or neighbor, but we ask that you never
leave a minor in charge. Beekeepers always consult with
the homeowner about any steps to be taken. The Pikes
Peak Beekeepers can be reached at Mike Halby’s phones
at 719-528-5483 or 719-651-9399.

Donna Hartley can be contacted at
donnahartley@ocn.me.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Swallows

Above: A violet-green swallow dives for insects
while its’ mate watches. Drawing by Elizabeth
Hacker. A color version is posted at www.ocn.me/
v11n4bird.htm.

By Elizabeth Hacker
In many cultures, the swallow is a harbinger of spring
and a symbol of good luck. Like the swallows of San Juan
Capistrano that appear every year at the California mis-
sion on March 18, no matter what the weather, swallows
will begin landing here any day. I generally first spot the
early scouts that precede large flocks around April 20.

Swallows are specialized insectivores instantly

TREE NMIAN
We are a local

Tree Service & Fire Prevention
professional tree

service offering thinning, trimming,
quality work at chipping.

affordable prices. ® Low winter rates
¢ Firewood Available

719-488-1818

Licensed and Insured

e We do all types of
tree work any time
of year: Removal,

recognizable by their streamlined bodies and effortless
flight. The name “swallow” was derived from this bird’s
ability to catch insects and swallow them while in flight. It
spends most of the day gliding and diving through the air,
and it rarely flaps its wings, so flying is easy. Its short legs
and jointed front toes are suited for perching. It is rare to
see one walking on the ground.

Many ornithologists maintain that migration for a
swallow is much like that of any other bird, but rather
than flying in circles as it does while feeding, it flies in a
straight line during migration. Of course other variables
including weather, habitat destruction, and predators
make migration more hazardous.

Four species nest here

Of the six migrating swallow species indigenous to North
America, four species nest on the Palmer Divide, includ-
ing the violet-green, tree, barn, and cliff swallows. They
all have similar characteristics, and each spring I must
refer to a field guide to reacquaint myself with the differ-
ences. However, the habitat where they are found is the
key to identifying the various species.

For instance, in the urbanizing areas of Tri-Lakes
between Gleneagle and Palmer Lake, it is common to see
barn and violet-green swallows on power lines, in barns,
or swooping under bridges near sources of water, whereas
cliff swallows are found only in places like Castlewood
Canyon, swooping along a vertical rock face. All swal-
lows look similar, but it is the distinct differences that we
birders look for.

Swallows are beautiful, but perhaps the iridescent
emerald green back of the violet-green swallow is the
most striking. Male and female swallows look alike, but
the male has longer tail streamers that attract the ladies.

Swallow pairs are monogamous, but other males will
cuckold a committed female. Once a pair is established,
the male guards his mate from other males by calling out
a distress alarm when one enters his territory.

As its name implies, barn swallows like to nest in
buildings or under a structure. The male and female work
together to build nests of clay under the eaves of build-
ings or bridges. The violet-green and tree swallow tend
to build nests in tree holes carved out by woodpeckers
or in birdhouses. The pair works together to build a cup-
shaped nest made up of soft grasses and feathers. During
the wet years of the 1990s, a pair of violet-green swallows

Greenbranch Garden Services
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nested in one of our birdhouses, but since the decade-long
drought, we no longer see them in our yard.

Parents take turns

Females lay two to seven reddish-spotted white eggs. The
male and female incubate the eggs for two to three weeks.
When the chicks hatch they are featherless, and both par-
ents take turns feeding the chicks and guarding the nest.
In about 20 days after hatching, the chicks will fledge the
nest, but both parents will continue to feed them for about
a week.

Most pairs will produce a second brood. The first
nest is established early in June so that weather permit-
ting, the pair can produce a second brood later in the sum-
mer. Often juveniles from the first nest will help to feed
the chicks in the second brood.

Pairs of violet-green swallows often nest in the blue-
bird houses along the Santa Fe Trail. Two bluebird houses

are sometimes intentionally placed near each other to at-
tract swallows, because they are known to aggressively
chase off predators, even cats, which is beneficial for the
rather docile bluebird.

Feeding others’ chicks

Swallows have also been observed feeding insects to
bluebird chicks. One theory is that the swallow catches
so many bugs that its nestlings can’t consume them all,
so rather than wasting them, they will feed them to the
bluebirds. The research is inconclusive, so don’t assume
this to be fact. There may be other possible reasons for
this behavior that humans wouldn’t understand!

One behavior that is better understood is referred
to as a “mutualist” relationship between barn swallows
and osprey. Often barn swallows nest below osprey nests,
and because the exclusively fish-eating osprey repel other
birds of prey, it is beneficial to the swallow. The osprey

benefits from the nesting barn swallows because they will
form a squadron to aggressively dive bomb and chase off
any predators. This is especially beneficial when the os-
prey parents are both absent from the nest.

Each summer readers ask me why swallows fly at
major intersections such as Highway 105 and I-25. My
best guess is that the heat from the exhaust attracts in-
sects, which in turn attracts the swallows. It’s amazing
how I can come eye to eye with them on the other side of
my windshield and yet they dive so fast that they avoid
getting hit! Then one day they’re gone, and for me their
departure signals the end of summer.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Prints of the
birds she writes about are available on her website www
.ElizabethHackerArt.com, with proceeds benefiting habi-
tat preservation. E-mail her at elizabethhacker@ocn.me

or call her at 719-510-5918 to share bird stories.

Art Matters

Do-it-yourself art appreciation

By Janet Sellers
Today, as I look out my windows at the freezing fog, I
have to remember that the gold and brown plant stems I
see will soon be green or filled with blossoms again. It
happens every year. And I am impatient every year for
spring to come.

April holds our global celebration of Earth Day. Ev-
ery year, schoolchildren and adults re-evaluate their roles
in living and working with materials and substances that
affect our health and well-being. Most notably are the art
festivals and visual appeal that Earth Day offers, likely
because we will pay more attention to what we see than to
something we just hear about.

As an artist, I pretty much look at everything from
my artist’s point of view. That said, I never tire of look-
ing at nature and making what I see into art. This month
I’ve put together a way for you to make art yourself in just
minutes. If you make a good one, yay! It’s fun to do, and
I’ll bet you will appreciate our local artists even more. Try
it, you’ll like it.

That is where our imaginations come in to play with
our lives. Our art spirit will stir at what we see and our
eyes will send messages for our minds to interpret. [ know
a number of mathematicians, scientists—particularly
physicists and computer scientists—that easily relate to
“beautiful” solutions of problems, but most of us are more
easily led to the beauty of nature and art that we can see,
touch, or hold.

Speaking of which, the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
(TLCA) will be exhibiting its beautiful show titled Glass
Magic until April 9, so you still have time to enjoy and
purchase some of the artwork. The People’s Choice honor
was awarded to the mosaic logo artwork for our home-
town’s new Pikes Peak Brewing Co. It features a circular
image picturing the famous mountain and its surrounds,

SANTA FE TRAIL JEWELRY

125 2nd St.
Monument

719-481-0250

Upcoming Trunk Shows
Katie Brassell, April 27th
Darlene Armstrong, May 7th

with hops and grains under the central banner.

Later in April and into May, the TCLA will feature
an exhibit of the artwork of students from our local Lew-
is-Palmer School District 38. The exhibit has become an
annual event there for quite some time.

I like to visit this show to see what is going on with
the youth in our area in their art and in their creative
thinking. Art exhibits show off more than skills learned
in a classroom. We can see the strength of inner think-
ing, visual reasoning, and their ability to present their
thoughts in a visually organized way.

While many schools across the nation cut budgets
for art in favor of math and science, our dear and most
famous scientist of recent memory, Albert Einstein, held
fast to the motto, “Imagination is more important than
knowledge.” We won’t get anywhere in our lives without
being able to imagine it, be it work, school, or play.

Some work will surprise you, some work will inspire
you, and some work may not appeal to you, but that is
what art must do. The creative art spirit works through
its agents of materials, words, and craft to reach us in
uncommon ways.

As promised, in honor of Earth Day, here are my top
three natural artworks for the imagination boost you may
wish to encounter this month.

Branching out for art
Take a 2- or 3-foot bare tree branch from your yard, hang
three pieces of string/fishing line, attach small, colorful
objects, and hang on the wall or over a doorway.

Bird feeders
An oldie but a goodie: Take a pinecone and spread (un-
salted!) peanut butter all over it. They are attractive dan-
gling from a cornice or tree branch. Before my pink tree
fills up with blossoms, I like to watch the birds eat from
these in that bare tree. It is a winter picture full of life.

Make a stone sculpture
Create a stacked-stone totem for an all-season focal

Are you ready for Spring
and its special occasions?
Get ready!

30% OFF the retail

price on Jan Marini
Skin Research Products
through April 30 or
| while supplies last!
/ .","‘- This type of sale

rarely happens.
(-

Don’t miss out!
Jeunesse Salon & Spa Suites, 13570 Meadowgrass Dr.
Off Northgate Road one block east of Gleneagle Drive.

SkinRx by Chris!
Call Chris at 6489840

point in a planting bed. Even two or three stacked stones
look nice. Collect stones from around your property and
stack them one on top of the other. Anything that might
tip over may need help with a two-part masonry epoxy.
I'm going to try this one without adhesive, but some
people will wish to stick them together. I'm not sure if
using epoxy will ruin the intent of “natural,” but I’ve seen
it done.

I do hope you will give them a try, especially with young-
sters. Send us photos!

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculp-
tor who works in paint, metal, and concrete. Sellers
lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be contacted at
JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Above: Artists Sophia and Natasha Lovato show
the watercolor paintings for the 2011 Colorado
Junior Duck Stamp Design Contest. These art
students have supported animal and wildlife habitat
conservation efforts with their artworks for many
years. The Junior Duck Stamp (JDS) is a pictorial
stamp produced by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to recognize the conservation efforts of
young people and support environmental and
conservation education programs in the United
States. Photo by Janet Sellers

TheGlassGuruofCS.com
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Snapshots of Our Community

March glass and art shows at TLCA

Above: In the Lucy Owens Gallery, the Interesting
Ideas show offered paintings by members of the
Parker Artist Guild. Representing the four artists who
had works on display is Susan Merriman, shown
with her work, “Where Music Comes From.” The
guild was formed in 2001 and has a small gallery
in Parker where it has five or six shows each year.
Information on upcoming events at the TLCA is at
www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey. David
Futey can be contacted at dfutey@ocn.me.

Shari Blake Pet Services

Licensed Veterinary Technician™
(719) 488-6593

CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’'RE AWAY

Owner-Care Horse Space
For Lease

Private stall, pasture, tack room and inside hay
storage for multiple horses. Available now.
North of Monument at 1-25 and County Line
Road. $100 each per month plus electricity in
winter. Minimum $300.

Call Paul at (719) 964-8771.

Child Care in a Loving Family Home

Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek
Across from Creekside Middle School
e Full-time and part-time
¢ Before and after school
¢ Night care & weekends also available
¢ Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132

Above: On March 4, the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) hosted the opening reception
for the Glass Magic and Interesting Ideas shows. A few of the many artists who contributed
to the 75 juried-in glass pieces for the Glass Magic show are shown. The show was
coordinated by Steve Watt, Corky Reed-Watt, and Coral Cornish. With five categories, it
demonstrated the flexibility in using glass as a medium. Reed-Watt said that with glass you
are “not confined to a canvas” and that glass can be “fused, molded, stained, and formed

into a variety of shapes.” Those
statements were demonstrated in
the show’s pieces that consisted
of glass sculptures, plates, jewelry,
and other items. Information on
upcoming events at the TLCA is
at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by
David Futey. David Futey can be
contacted at dfutey@ocn.me

Looking for a
place to
experience
the love of God
this Easter?

Join us at Journey Chapel!

Passion Week Service Times:
Good Friday Service 6:00 pm
Easter Sunday Service 10:00 pm

Journey Chapel is located in
Antelope Trails Elementary
at the corner of Gleneagle
Drive and Baptist Road.
For more information,
call us at 481-9929.

Come join us
in serving our
community
together!

As a member of the Kiwanis family, our “community”
is truly worldwide. But, our primary focus is on El Paso
County, Colorado, and within it on the Tri-Lakes area
north of Colorado Springs. This area encompasses the
Towns of Palmer Lake, Monument, the subdivisions of
Woodmoor, King's Deer, Gleneagle, and many other
local areas. But, our “community” is not just about
geography. It is mainly about people, especially our
young people, our quality of life, and the preservation
of our values as reflected in the Six Objects of Kiwanis.
http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/discover/ourvalues.
aspx.
The Kiwanis Club of Monument Hill
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org
(719) 487-1098

info@monumenthillkiwanis.org

\Xe meet Saturdays, 8 a.m. at The Inn at Palmer
Divide, 443 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake

Monument Hill Kiwanis is a non-profit 501 (c] 3 organization affiliated with
Kiwanis Intemational, a global organization of volunteers dedicated to
changing the world, one child and one community at a time. The Club,
formerly known as Monument Hill Sertoma, has been supporting the Tri-
Lakes community for over 35 years. In addition to sponsoring the Monument
Independence Day Parade, each year the Club raises and

contributes over $100,000 to worthy organizations such as

Tri-Lakes Cares, Salvation Army, Lewis Palmer School District

38, Griffith Centers for Children, and the Rocky Mountain

Youth Leadership Foundation. For more information, visit:
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org.
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Homemakers serve up St. Patrick’s Day potluck, Mar. 3

Left: The Monument Homemakers’
Club continued its second century of
community service by initiating a St.
Patrick’s Day potluck on March 3. The
program revolved around dining and
engaging with the guest speaker, Klint
Reiber, who enlightened the group on
assisted living plans. There are details
on the assisted living plans at www.v
ibrantlivingestates.com. Pictured are
Co-President Irene Waters, guest
speaker Klint Reiber, Faye Breneman,
and Co-President Jean Sangers.

The club meets the first Thursday
of each month at the Tri-Lakes Fire
Department Administration building,
166 Second St. Bring a food dish to
share and your own dinner service and
flatware or donate $5 to the club. Arrive
at approximately 11:30 a.m. Meals are
served at noon. For reservations or
information, please call Irene at (719)
481-1188 or Jean at (719) 592-9311.

Photo by Mary Hafner.
Mary Hafner can be contacted at
maryhafner@ocn.me.

VFW Women'’s Auxiliary installed, Mar. 13

Above: The Colorado VFW Women’s Aucxiliary staff attended the =~ Above: The first Tri-Lakes candidates who were commissioned into the ranks of the Monument
installation. They are, from left, Ann Mauck, chief of staff; Colleen =~ VFW Post 7829 Women'’s Auxiliary accept their duties during the unit inauguration on March 13.
Rylant, treasurer; Rosalyn Mitchell and Sue Johnson, past Candidates are, from left, front row, Martine Arndt, Prescilla Barrera, Kathy Carlson, Linda Doole,
department presidents; Cindy Anderson, senior vice president;  Kiem Guffin, and Linda Henn. Back row, Valerie Loman (not visible), Diana Martin (not visible),
Linda Stahley, guard; Carolyn Richards, District 5 president; Cindy ~ Patrecia Minetti, Caitlin Wolusky, Deborah Wolusky, and Janna Kjonaas. All the candidates are
Burris, junior vice president; and Carolyn Simon, president. related to veterans who have served in combat zones. Photos by Bernard Minetti.

By Bernard L. Minetti
Doolittle Hall at the U.S. Air Force Academy was the scene of the inaugura-
tion of the Monument VFW Post 7829 Women’s Auxiliary on Sunday, March
13. It is the first women’s auxiliary to become part of a VFW post in the Tri-
Lakes area.

Colorado State VFW Women’s Auxiliary President Carolyn Simon and
her staff oversaw the installation of the auxiliary. The event was marked by
the ritual pomp and circumstance typical of these installations.

Following the ceremony, the newly formed group elected a slate of of-
ficers. They elected Martine Arndt as president. She had been a leader in get-
ting the auxiliary formed. The auxiliary will meet on the second Tuesday of
each month at the Sundance Mountain Lodge at 5 p.m. in the Carson room. To
become a member, you must be a female related to a veteran who has served
in an overseas combat area. For further information, contact Arndt at 719-
487-9225. Bernard Minetti can be contacted at bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Right: Martine Arndt, left, newly elected president of the Monument
VFW Post 7829 Women'’s Auxiliary, is presented by state Women’s
Auxiliary President Carolyn Simon. Arndt then gave a short address to
the assembled members and guests at the installation ceremony at the
Air Force Academy on March 13. Photo by Bernard Minetti.
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Legendary Ladies perform at WMMI, Mar. 12

By David Futey
On Mar. 12, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry
(WMMI) held its Women in Mining Family Exploration
Day. As part of the daylong activities, members of The
Legendary Ladies performed interpretations of famous
women in Colorado history.
Dressed in period clothing related to their character,

the portrayers brought Mother Cabrini, mine owner Capt.
Ellen Jack, domestic servant Mary York, activist Mother
Jones, and Susan “Doc Susie” Anderson to life. Each
portrayal offered a unique perspective on life in Colorado
during the gold rush days of the mid- to late 1800s.

The Legendary Ladies formed in 1992 and is an all-
volunteer organization that performs at locations along

the Front Range. Members research their character, de-
velop their scripts, and make the costumes. For more in-
formation, go to the website at www.legendaryladies.org.
Information about upcoming events at the WMMI is
at www.wmmi.org.
David Futey can be contacted at dfutey@ocn.me.

Photo by David Futey.

Tri-Lakes Cares blood drive aids hospitals, Mar. 15

Above: Donor Beth Pierce with phlebotomist Sheree Sanchez. Pierce came with her father
Charles Pierce. Right: Charles Pierce donates blood. Photos by Candice Hitt.

By Candice Hitt
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership sponsors a
community blood drive six times a year, and the most
recent was held on March 15 at Tri-Lakes Cares.
The blood donated goes to the local Penrose-St.
Francis Hospitals. The blood drives see an average of 25
to 30 donors. The blood bank is always in need of dona-

tions, because the supply fluctuates throughout the year
depending on demand.

Minors ages 16 and 17 are permitted to donate with
parental consent. Blood drives will be held April 6 at
Lewis-Palmer High School, April 11 at Palmer Ridge, and
April 15 at Pine Creek. This is a great way for students
and parents to get involved with giving this life-saving

gift.

Donor recruitment coordinator Carol Ann Books
said, “Thanks to the Monument community for being so
supportive.” Gleneagle Sertoma, Lewis-Palmer Middle
School, and Synthes also do blood drives in the Monu-
ment area.

Candice Hitt can be contacted at CandiceHitt@OCN.me.
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March and April Library events

By Harriet Halbig
From Dr. Seuss’s birthday at the start to special spring
break programs at the finish, March at the library was
an exciting time. April brings more entertainment for all
ages.

The BookEaters Club for teens in grades 7-9 will
meet from 4 to 5 p.m. April 6. This month’s book selec-
tion is The Angel Experiment, the first book in James
Patterson’s Maximum Ride series. Come and chat and
snack while discussing the book.

Kids are invited to bring a favorite stuffed animal
for an animal sleepover at the library on Friday, April
8, at 5 p.m. Children will enjoy some sleepover stories
and a craft before leaving their soft friends for the night.
(And then the fun will begin!) Your party animals may
be picked up on Saturday after 1 p.m. If they are not too
tired, they may stay for the Duck Day program.

Celebrate the flocks of ducks and geese that live
behind the Monument Library on Duck Day, Saturday,
April 9 at 1:30 p.m. There will be ducky stories, crafts,
and treats for ducks and children. Girl Scout Troop 420
will provide the activities.

Commemorate National Library Week with Snap-
shot Day at the library. Whether you’re getting your first
library card, learning new computer skills, applying for a
job, or planning a trip, the library is the place where your
story begins. This National Library Week, the Pikes Peak
Library District (PPLD) invites you to join us and Create

Your Own Story at your library.

PPLD is celebrating National Library Week by hold-
ing a Snapshot Day at each of its facilities. While patrons
are busy creating their own stories, PPLD staff will be
engaged in storytelling, taking photos and short video
clips of popular programs and patrons engaged in using
the library. We will post a montage of a day in the life of
each library, and the photos will also be posted on PPLD’s
Flickr account for all to enjoy. The Monument Library
will host a member of the PPLD board on Tuesday, April
12, from 3 to 5 p.m.

Do you have an e-reader and want to take advantage
of the library’s free books? Come to E Reader Cybershelf
training on Friday, April 15, and learn to download audio
books and e-books from the library’s collection in a class
taught by PPLD staff. The class begins at 10 a.m.

All patrons are welcome to stay after the Cybershelf
class for the Monumental Readers monthly book club.
This month’s selection is Before You Know Kindness by
Chris Bohjalian. The meeting begins at 11 a.m.

The AARP mature safe driving program will be
offered on Thursday, April 23, from 1 to 5 p.m. This
refresher course was specially designed for motorists age
50 and older. Graduates may present their course comple-
tion certificate to their insurance agent for a discount.
Charge for the course is $12 for AARP members and $14
for non-members. Class size is limited and registration is
required. Please call 488-2370 or go to the PPLD website,

PPLD.org.

On the walls, local artist J.A. Knickerbocker presents
a collection of watercolors titled Colorado Dreaming.

In the display case will be alphabetical blocks from
Charlotte Miller’s personal collection.

Palmer Lake events
Palmer Lake Library’s Snapshot Day will be Wednesday,
April 13, with a reception from 4 to 6 p.m. See the above
National Library Week information for details.

Draw with Monart! The Monart School of Art is a
nationally recognized art program that teaches realistic
drawing skills to students of all ages. Monart believes
anyone can learn to draw by mastering the basic “shapes”
that make up everything in our universe. Join us to learn
more about Eric Carle’s Mister Seahorse as we draw and
color our own seahorse. All supplies are provided. The
program is on Saturday, April 16, at 10:30. Registration is
required. Please call 481-2587.

Come read with Palmer Lake’s Paws to Read Dogs in
April. Newfoundland Jax will be at the library on April
2 from 11 to noon. Golden retriever Kirby will be on
hand April 23 from 11 to noon. Read to a dog and select
a prize.

On the walls in April will be some small wall quilts
by Harriet Halbig.

Harriet Halbig can be contacted at
harriethalbig@ocn.me

Above: Sarah Garlich, left, and the library’s teen specialist Diane Sawatzki were
among those who chatted with author Robert Liparulo, right, at the organizational

meeting of BookEaters.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Mar. 17

Above: Inspector Magic (aka Mark Weidhaas) brought his Bunny New Year
program to the library during spring break. Photos by Harriet Halbig

Historical ranch restoration described

By Bernard L. Minetti
Prairie Canyon Ranch, just south of Lake Gulch on
Highway 83, was the subject of the March Palmer Lake
Historical Society presentation. Speakers were Jerry
Woldarek, a former contractor, and Johnny Mulligan,
a former building inspector. Both men are a part of the
Douglas County open spaces project and are qualified as
historical restoration specialists. Their primary project is
the main barn on Prairie Canyon Ranch.

While there are no direct funds to support the resto-
ration, Woldarek and Mulligan have been able to scrape
up funds from various governmental agencies to continue
with and to support the project. They stated that a restora-
tion mechanic could not just buy lumber and other articles
from any retail outlet. The lumber and nails had to be of
the same type and material that the original structure was
constructed from or the project would be a failure.

They said Prairie Canyon Ranch is one of the last
operating ranches in the Cherry Valley area of Doug-
las County. The ranch grew out of the dreams of many
homesteaders who settled different sections of the ranch.
This property was originally homesteaded by Frederick
Bartruff and his family in 1873 and has been used as a
working cattle ranch since that time. The collection of
buildings illustrates significant advances in agricultural
and architectural technology from the 1870s to the 1930s.

The land is also rich in archaeological resources, with evi-
dence of human occupation up to 9,000 years ago.

The property consists of several historic structures,
including a house, barn, bunkhouse, grain building,
chicken house, garage, granary, outhouse, cave, cemetery,
and stone corrals (circa 1875-1938). The ranch is charac-
terized by rolling grasslands, mixed pine and Gambel oak
forests, rocky outcrops, narrow canyons, riparian areas,
and lush hay meadows. The ranch was acquired because
of its diverse wildlife habitat. Hawks, pronghorn ante-
lope, coyotes, deer, elk, and great blue herons are known
inhabitants.

Douglas County manages the property as a work-
ing cattle ranch. Access to the property is for organized
groups, including educational tours for school groups and
horse rides. Public access is by appointment. For informa-
tion concerning access for tours, contact Johnny Mulligan
at 720-413-9970. Family tours may also be arranged.

During the meeting, Lynn Manzer, co-leader of the
2011 Chautauqua assembly project, advised the group
that volunteers are still needed for the various parts of the
events. She noted that the next meeting for the Chautau-
qua planning committee would be April 28 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Palmer Lake Town Hall. She invited anyone interested

in direct or indirect participation to attend.
skeskeskeskeskeskeoskokokok

The next Palmer Lake Historical Society meeting will be
at 7 p.m. April 21 at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. The pre-
sentation will take the attendees on a “Historical Tour of
the Black Forest.” The presenter will be Terry Stokka.
Bernard Minetti can be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Above: Historical restoration specialists Jerry
Woldarek, left, and Johnny Mulligan presented
progress reports on the Prairie Canyon Ranch
restoration projects in Douglas County. Photo by
Bernard Minetti
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Free income tax filing assistance by AARP
Free income tax filing assistance and e-filing is of-
fered by the American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) Tax-Aide program. Trained AARP volunteers
will be available every Monday and Thursday through
April 18, noon to 7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jef-
ferson St., Monument, to answer questions and to assist
filers in completing their federal and state income tax
returns. Volunteers will assist taxpayers in preparing
their Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ; and will assist in
claiming any Earned Income Credit, Child Tax Credit,
and/or Education Credits to which the taxpayer might be
entitled. Filers are asked to bring proof of Social Security
Numbers for themselves and for any dependents they are
claiming. Filers should also bring their W-2s, 1099-INT,
1099-DI1V, etc., to complete their 2010 return, plus a copy
of last year’s (2009) tax return. For more information, or
to make an appointment (recommended), please call Jim
Taylor, 488-1317.

Pikes Peak Library District’s Mobile Job and

Career Development Services

The library will offer a series of classes on utilizing
PPLD’s employment resources. Librarians have created
a mobile computer lab with virtual collections, wireless
technology, eReaders, and netbooks. They will offer two
3-hour classes, allowing time for one-on-one assistance.
The first class will provide help with resumes, cover let-
ters, interviewing, and some word processing tips. The
second class will provide help with job searches, identify-
ing employers, and networking. The classes will be held
April 5and 7, 1 - 4 p.m., and May 31 and June 2, 9 a.m.
— noon, at The Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer
Lake.

Librarians will also bring netbooks and eReaders
available for checkout. The eReaders are pre-loaded with
helpful books on employment like Knock ‘em Dead 2010:
The Ultimate Job Search Guide and No-Nonsense Cover
Letters. 1t is recommended that you bring: a flash drive,
your library card, resume (if you already have one), infor-
mation on your past jobs, and paper and pen. Registration
is recommended, but walk-ins are welcome if space is
available. Call 531-6333, x1304 for registration and more
information on these programs.

Citizens’ Police Academy, April 5
The Monument Police Department is now accepting ap-
plications for the Citizens’ Police Academy. This no-cost
8-week program will be held Tuesday evenings, 7-10
p.m., at the Monument Police Department, 645 Beacon
Lite Rd., April 5 through May 24. It is open to all who

live or work in the Tri-Lakes area. Participants will learn
about criminal law, patrol procedures, use of force, com-
puter forensics, internal affairs, community policing,
tactical considerations, and much more. They will also
have the opportunity to shoot a variety of police weap-
ons. For more information or to download an application,
visit www.monumentpd.org and click on the Community
Services button. Or you can stop by the Monument Police
Department and pick up an application. For more infor-
mation, call the Monument Police Department, 481-3253.

Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home

Improvement Grant

The Town of Palmer Lake has received a grant from the El
Paso County Community Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBQ) to institute a program called the Clean and
Green Home Improvement Grant. The program provides
a one-time grant of up to $1000 to low- and moderate-
income homeowners for improvements such as minor ex-
terior home repairs, energy efficiency improvements, and
landscaping. Specific projects that might qualify include:
exterior painting; porch and wheelchair ramp repair; in-
stallation of energy efficient windows, exterior doors, or
exterior lighting; installation of sod, mulch, flowers, or
trees; trash and debris removal.

Eligibility for the grant program is determined by
the annual gross income and size of the household. For
example, a two-person household would be eligible with
an annual gross income up to $45,200 and a four-person
household would be eligible with an annual gross income
up to $56,500. In addition to income and household size,
applicants are required to be the homeowners and oc-
cupants of the property for which the proposed project
is submitted. Information sessions are scheduled for
April 2, May 7, and June 4, 1-3 p.m., at the Palmer Lake
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Also, there will be an
information session April 9, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Palmer
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. For more in-
formation, contact Leigh Holden, 338-9643 or e-mail
pleg2011@gmail.com.

Electronics Recycling Event, April 9
Palmer Ridge Bears Baseball will sponsor a recycling
event April 9, 11 am.-4 p.m., at Sundance Mountain
Athletic Center, 1808 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Drop

Help Wanted

Accounts Receivable Clerk/Receptionist
The Donala Water and Sanitation District is seeking a
well-organized individual with excellent skills using
Microsoft Office software and able to learn a specialized
database to access district billing information and
provide quality customer service. Great benefits. Pay
depends on experience. Call (719) 488-3603.
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off your old electronics for a nominal recycling fee. All
proceeds will benefit Palmer Ridge High School Baseball.
If you have questions about what items can be recycled,
contact Blue Star Recyclers, 494-4238.

Volunteer needed for Forestry and Weed
Advisory Commission, apply by April 11
The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking
an at-large representative on the Forestry and Weed Advi-
sory Commission. Applications are due by April 11. The
commission develops and reviews action plans for the
integrated management of state mandated weeds. It also
serves to educate the public by speaking to groups and
owner associations and displaying educational materials
at community events. The volunteer application is located
at www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed by clicking on
the “Volunteer Boards” link. For more information, call

520-6436.

Call to Artists, apply by April 30

Front Range Open Studios is currently accepting applica-

Calculations, Il

Providing Small Business
Bookkeeping and Payroll
Services for 21 Years

June Risner
(719) 448-0748
Cell: (317) 440-1679

Turn Back Time Skin Restoration
Services to reveal more youthful looking skin
High frequency technology for the rapid

removal of minor skin irregularities.
Get great skin this Spring!
Call for details on our Spring special!

(( Assotlzimed Michele Even, RN, MSN
\\/J Skin Care (719) 550-4530

www.turnbacktime.skincaretherapy.net

Help Wanted—Stylist

Monumental Styles & Co is currently seeking to add a
professional hair stylist with an established clientele for full or
part-time booth rental. We are a busy, innovative, and
beautiful salon in Monument with paid vacation, product
commissions, and many more benefits! If you are an
experienced stylist and would like to join our amazing team,
please call Sandee or Arlene at

(719) 487-8660.

www.MonumentalStylesandCo.com

Home Computer Work!
Flexible hours!
Great pay!

Will train.
Apply on-line:
www.ktpglobal.com

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates * Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert
(719) 243-2257

Keith Profita
(719) 243-2258
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tions from full-time, professional artists and fine crafts-
men in all mediums for participation in an open studio
public event to take place one weekend in September,
2011. Applicants must have their studios in Larkspur,
Palmer Lake, Monument, Woodmoor, Gleneagle, or
Black Forest. For artist benefits, fees, requirements for
participation, and an application form, go to www.front
rangeopenstudios.com. Applications must be received by
April 30 for jury selection.
Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show &
Sale, April 30-May 1

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will hold the 35th
Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show & Sale April 30, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., and May 1, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Lewis-Palmer
High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. (I-25, exit 161
or 158). Look for the signs. Admission price is $6 and all
proceeds benefit the School District 38 community.

This year features the special addition of a garden
section. Garden centers will display their specialties
while also offering education and demonstrations. Luan
Akin and “Grandma Mimi” of Tagawa Gardens will be
featured. The Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show &
Sale is known as one of the best antiques shows in the
region and features antiques from more than 50 select
dealers across the country. There will also be verbal ap-
praisals (Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.), glass repair and
clock, jewelry and framing advice. Jonathan Mattson
from the Tick Tock Shop will give advice and information
on clocks Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday, noon
to 4 p.m. Jennifer Farnes from Blue Mountain Jewelry
will give verbal appraisals, clean and inspect jewelry, and
purchase gold both days, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Throughout
the event, delicious Bistro dining, a homemade bake sale,
beautiful geraniums, and a chance to win a beautiful quilt

from award-winning quilter Barbara J. Broshous with the
purchase of a raffie ticket will be offered.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) is incorpo-
rated as a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization. The TLWC
is organized exclusively for charitable and educational
purposes. The club hosts two major fundraisers each
year and awards grants to local service and educational
organizations. Since 1977, they have granted more than
$600,000 to schools, fire and police departments, and
other nonprofit organizations that provide services to
residents within the boundaries of School District 38. For
more information, visit the website, www.tlwc.net.

Multiple sclerosis support group
A multiple sclerosis (MS) group is forming for the Tri-
Lakes and surrounding areas. If interested, please contact
Susan at susan@tinybrook.com. m

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Apr.
4, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Meets 1% and 3™ Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

e Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 6, 9 a.m., Board of County
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3 Floor, El Paso
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo,
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso
County Information Technology Department. Meets
1t Wed. each month. Info: www.pprwa.com or 598-
0230.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 6, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1% Wed. each
month. Info: 481-0711.

o Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Apr.
7,7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Meets 2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee Meeting, Tue., Apr. 12, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053.

e D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC)
Meeting, Tue., Apr. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Ridge High
School, 19255 Monument Hill Rd., Monument. Meets
2" Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 488-4700,
or visit lewispalmer.org.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Apr. 12, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2™
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e  TriviewMetropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed.,
Apr. 13, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Meets 2" Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.

e D-38 Exceptional Student Learning Team (formerly
the Special Education Advisory Committee), Wed.,
Apr. 13, 6:30 p.m., D-38 Administration Building.
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2" Wed. each
month. Info: 488-4700.

e  Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Apr. 13, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall &
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
(at Hwy 105). Meets 2™ Wed. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Combined
Workshop/Regular Meeting, Wed., Apr. 13, 7
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Normally meets 2" Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e  Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Thu.,, Apr. 14, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr,
Monument. Normally meets 2™ Thu. each month.
Info: 488-2525.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Regular Meeting, Thu.,
Apr. 14, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 2™ Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Apr.
18, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Normally meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Apr. 19, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Donala Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Thu., Apr. 21, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3™ Thu. each month.
Info: 488-3603.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Apr. 21, 6 p.m., District Administration
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3™
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Apr. 21, 7 p.m., 130 2™ St. Meets 3" Thu. each
month. Info: 481-4886.

e Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 27, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

e Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Apr. 27, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4" Wed. each
month. Info: 266-3367.

e  Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., May 3, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Board
Meeting, Wed., May 4, 9 a.m., Board of County
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3™ Floor, El Paso
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo,
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso
County Information Technology Department. Meets
1t Wed. each month. Info: www.pprwa.com or 598-
0230.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., May 4, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1% Wed. each
month. Info: 481-0711.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., May
5,7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Normally meets 1% Thu. each month but is sometimes
combined with the regular meeting the 2™ Thu. Info:
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

e The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or www.ppld.org.

e The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun.,
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed.,
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch

Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
www.ppld.org.

e Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10
& 10:45 a.m. Stories and more for children age 3
and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or www.ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu.,
10 & 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Book Eaters, Wed., Apr. 6, 4-5
p-m. A book club for teens grade 7-9. Combine books
and eating. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Teen Program: Anime Club,
Fri., Apr. 8, 4-6 p.m. Teens in grades 8-12; come
meet with friends, have a snack, talk about manga,
and draw. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  MonumentLibrary: Stuffed Animal Sleepover@the
Library, Fri., Apr. 8, 5-6 p.m. Kids, do you have a
favorite stuffed animal that would like to sleep over
at the library? If so, bring it to the party for a wildly
good time! Children will enjoy some sleepover stories
and a craft before leaving their soft friends for the
night. Your party animals may be picked up Saturday
after 1 p.m. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Family Fun: Duck Day, Sat.,
Apr. 9, 1:30-3 p.m. Celebrate the flocks of ducks
and geese that live behind the Monument Library.
There will be ducky stories, crafts, and treats for
ducks and children alike. Activities will be provided
by Girl Scout Troop #420. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
www.ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Draw with Monart, Sat.,
Apr. 16, 10:30 a.m. Monart School of Art teaches
realistic drawing skills to students of all ages. Learn
more about artist Eric Carle’s Mister Seahorse as you
draw and color your own seahorse. All supplies are
provided. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or www.ppld.org.

o Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Apr.
21, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Meets
3 Thu. each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library Tween Program: Anime Club,
Fri., Apr. 22, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Tweens ages 9-12: Great
discussion and activities regarding your favorite
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Book Eaters, Thu., May 5, 4-5
p-m. A book club for teens grade 7-9. Combine books
and eating. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
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Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.
Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web
at www.ppld.org features resources for school reports
and homework, Tumblebooks—free online read-along
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370, or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
www.ppld.org.
Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering
individual growth through life-long learning and
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
www.ppld.org.
Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Kbnitting
Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Apr. 4,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration, and structure during the process of writing
one’s memories or history. Meets 18 & 3™ Mon.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: Snapshot Day, Tue., Apr.
12, 3-5 p.m. PPLD is celebrating National Library
Week by holding a Snapshot Day at each of its library
facilities. PPLD staff will take photos and short
video clips of popular library programs and patrons
engaged in using Library materials. Each library will
post a photo montage of the day in the life of their
library at their location, and the photos will also be
posted on PPLD’s Flickr account. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
www.ppld.org.
Palmer Lake Library: Snapshot Day, Wed., Apr.
13, 4-6 p.m. PPLD is celebrating National Library
Week by holding a Snapshot Day at each of its library
facilities. PPLD staff will take photos and short
video clips of popular library programs and patrons
engaged in using Library materials. Each library will
post a photo montage of the day in the life of their
library at their location, and the photos will also
be posted on PPLD’s Flickr account. Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587
or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Apr. 15, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome
to this spirited group. Meets 3™ Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters &
Crafters, Fri.,, Apr. 15, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to
share ideas, get help. Meets 1%tand 3™ Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Apr. 18,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration, and structure during the process of writing
one’s memories or history. Meets 18 & 3™ Mon.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Sat., Apr. 23, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost:
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers.
Registration required. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-
2370 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion
Group, Wed., Apr. 27, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through
history with other history lovers. Meets 4% Wed.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.
Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., May 2,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration, and structure during the process of writing
one’s memories or history. Meets 18 & 3™ Mon.

each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., May
6, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets
I**and 3" Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442 or www.ppld.org.

e The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the
schedule online at www.ppld.org, then click on the
link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

For these and other library events, please check

ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

e Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250.

e Senior Mondays at Western Museum of Mining
& Industry (WMMI), every Mon. through March,
seniors are admitted into the museum for just $2.50
(regularly $6). Come see the museum that works! See
giant steam engines from the late 1800s. Tours begin
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). For more information,
call 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

e Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175
Kelly Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs.
Improve your public speaking, leadership, and
meeting planning skills. New members and visitors
welcome. Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http:
//artfullyspeaking.freetoasthost.us.

e Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon.,
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

e Celebrate Recovery @ Forest Ridge Community
Church, every Mon., 7-9 p.m., The Hub, 1435
Cipriani Loop, Monument. Childcare provided. Info:
487-7700, or e-mail Annie, forestridge.cr@gmail.co
m.

e  Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall,
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1% Thu. each month
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Administration Complex 166 Second St.,
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for
free bingo the 2™ Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info:
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

e Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551.

e YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. &
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.;
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728.

e BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 am.,
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If
your company needs more business, visit us and learn
how we can help you. Come see why our networking
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com.

e Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 am.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free
blood pressure screening 19 & 3™ Wed. $3 donation

requested. Info: 488-3855.

Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.)
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome.
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).
FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome.
Info: wvisit http://faccmasters.frectoasthost.us or call
Kirby, 481-3738.

Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west
of 1-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in
Action Group—Open, Big Book Study, every Thu.,
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 10:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain,
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit
www.trilakesseniors.org.

Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org.

The Hill Development Group, Mon., Apr. 4, 6
p-m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy.
105, Palmer Lake. This new committee is composed
of merchants working to sell the Tri-Lakes area
to tourists, commercial enterprises, and residents.
Anyone interested in the development of the Tri-
Lakes area is invited to participate. Info: Bille, 338-
0995.

Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Apr. 5, 6 p.m., location to
be decided. Join other young women who are battling
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1% Tue.
each month. Info: 351-5079.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Apr.
5, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets
Ist Tue. each month. Info: Dave Hershberger, Judge
Advocate, 481-8668.

Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Apr. 7, 11:30 am,,
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Bring a food dish
to pass and your own dinner service and flatware. The
April meeting has a Spring/Easter theme with good
food, music, fun, games, and prizes. Bring a special
apron to talk about. Meets 1* Thu. each month except
Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad
weather. Newcomers are welcome. First-time guests
receive a handmade guest gift; please call Irene if
you are bringing a “first-time” guest so she can bring
the gift. Anyone needing a ride to the meeting may
call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene
Walters, 481-1188, or Jean Sanger, 592-9311.

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.—Downtown Monument
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service

ANIMAL MOVERS
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e Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Apr. 7, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

e Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly
Dinner Meeting:, Tue., Apr. 12, 6:30-9 p.m.,
Champps, Shops at Briargate, 1765 Briargate Pkwy,
Colorado Springs. TNT unites women to build
relationships, achieve success, and improve our
community. It’s a dynamic women’s group that is
business-focused and fun. Meets 2™ Tue. each month,
location varies. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or
visit www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to
register.

e Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Apr. 13, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227,
or Stan Beckner, 596-6787.

¢ Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu.,
Apr. 14, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument,
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

e Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Apr. 14,
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2" & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney,
481-2750.

e Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Apr. 14, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

e Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Apr. 9, 9 a.m., Vaile
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety
of art programs are offered after the business meeting.
Guests welcome. Meets 2™ Sat. each month. Info:
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

e El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling
Collection Facility, Sat., Apr. 9,9 am.-1 p.m., 3255
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2" Saturday
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and
now accepts common recyclable items in addition to
household hazardous waste such as paint and related
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks,
flares, ammunition, automotive products (no tires),
various electronics, and TVsup to 19” diagonal. Bring
a nonperishable food item for Care and Share. Akers
Drive runs north off Constitution Avenue just west
of Marksheffel Road. Info: 520-7878, or visit http:
//ladm.elpasoco.com/Environmental Services/Solid
Waste Management.

e Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet,
Sat., Apr. 9, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated.
Open 2" Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the
church, 488-9613.

e Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Apr. 11, 5
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.

e Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon.,
Apr. 11. Meets 2™ Mon. each month for support,
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail TLHESG@gmail.com.

e Senior Tea, Tue., Apr. 19, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA).
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets
3 Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 488-2360;
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

e Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Apr. 15,
11:30 a.m., Falcon Club, U.S. Air Force Academy.
The program will be a Spring Fashion Show by Cold
Water Creek. Cost: $16. RSVP by Apr. 8, 5:30 p.m.,
to Phyllis Petersen, 481-4403 or e-mail kayandpjpe
tersen@aol.com; Susan Colt, 232-8424, or e-mail
colts89@gmail.com; or Rosalie Pounder, 481-0405,

or e-mail jrpounder@comecast.net._

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon,
Fri., Apr. 15, 11 a.m. RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes,
nonahayes@comcast.net, _481-9693, or Maureen
Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 282-0164. Membership
is open to all women living in School District 38
and the luncheons are open to all current TLWC
members and their guests. The club sponsors the
Wine and Roses event in October and the Pine
Forest Antique & Garden Show & Sale Apr. 30-
May 1. Proceeds from these events benefit local
nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or contact Judy
Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or Barb Dienes,
bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392.

Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Apr. 16,
9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3™ Sat. each month.
Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail cabernathy@woodm
oor.com.

Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Apr. 19,
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3 Tue. each month. Info:
Lindsay, 487-9362.

Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 7829, Tue., Apr.
19, 6-7:30 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome.
If you are a female relative of a veteran who
served on foreign soil during war or other military
action, you might be eligible. Meets 3™ Tue. each
month. Info: Martine Arndt, 231-5323, or e-mail
Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Apr. 19,
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets
34 Tue. each month. Info: Tony Wolusky, Post
Commander, 481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.
Macular Degeneration Support Group for the
Visually Impaired, Thu., Apr. 21, 1-2 p.m. Meets
3" Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: Historical
Tour of the Black Forest by Terry Stokka, Thu.,
Apr. 21, 7-9 p.m., at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 42
Valley Crescent. Free to the public. Info: 559-0837,
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/.

Amateur Radio WOTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Radio Association), Mon, Apr. 25, 6:30 p.m.
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station
1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley). All
Amateur Radio Operators are welcome. Meets last
Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859.

Free Community Yoga Class, beginning level,
Wed., Apr. 27, 5:45-7 p.m., Yoga Pathways Studio,
Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile
west of Safeway). No experience necessary. Please
bring non-perishable food or cash donation for Tri-
Lakes Cares. Meets last Wed. each month. Info: visit
www.yogapathwaysstudio.com, or call Raleigh, 481-
4137.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Apr. 28,
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2" & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney,
481-2750.

Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, Tue., May 3, 6 p.m., location to
be decided. Join other young women who are battling
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1% Tue.
each month. Info: 351-5079.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., May
3, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets
Ist Tue. each month. Info: visit americanlegiontril
akespost911.com/ or call Dave Hershberger, Judge
Advocate, 481-8668.

Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., May 5, 11:30 a.m.,
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Bring a food dish
to pass and your own dinner service and flatware. For
the May and June meetings, bring family pictures
and be prepared to talk about yourself. Meets 1% Thu.
each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or
closed due to bad weather. Newcomers are welcome.
Please call Irene if you are bringing a “first-time”
guest so she can bring the handmade guest gift.
Anyone needing a ride to the meeting may call Faye
Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene Walters,
481-1188, or Jean Sanger, 592-9311.

Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., May 5, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%

Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP
80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-
9665 Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home Improvement
Grant Information Session, Sat., Apr. 2, 1-3 p.m.,
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. The Town
of Palmer Lake has received a grant for a program
called the Clean and Green Home Improvement
Grant. The program provides a one-time grant of up to
$1000 to low- and moderate-income homeowners for
improvements such as minor exterior home repairs,
energy efficiency improvements, and landscaping.
For more information, contact Leigh Holden, 338-
9643 or e-mail plcg2011@gmail.com.
Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Company, every
Sun., 1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado
Springs (Near the corners of Baptist Road and Roller
Coaster Road). Western Bee Company is offering a
simple meal and simple fellowship to those in need in
our community. If you need transportation, call 749-
1086 or be at the Monument Park and Ride shelter
between 12:45 and 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals
are organic and gluten free is also available. Info:
Suzzannemarie, 749-1086.
Black Forest Neighborhood Open House to
Discuss Planned Intersection Improvements, Thu.,
Apr. 7, 6 p.m., The Pinery, 12375 Black Forest Rd. El
Paso County Public Services will hold an open house
to update plans for improvements to the intersection
of Black Forest Road at Burgess Road. Citizens’
comments and input are welcome. The open house
will begin at 6 p.m. and the presentation will be at 7
p.m. Info: Dave Rose, 520-6540, Cell: 337-9239, or
e-mail DaveRose@elpasoco.com.
Museum of Mining & Industry: Heritage
Lecture—Political Nature of Energy, Thu., Apr. 7,
7 p.m. Robert E. Ebel is Senior Advisor to the Center
for Strategic and International Studies, a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization located in Washington D.C.
that provides strategic insight and solutions to decision
makers in government, international institutions, the
private sector, and civil society. He has also been
project director for a number of nuclear-related
reports and has authored books related to energy and
geo-politics. Ebel offers his views on world oil and
energy issues, with emphasis on the former Soviet
Union and the Persian Gulf. Free and open to the
public. RSVP: 488-0880 or e-mail rsvp@wmmi.org.
The museum is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25
Exit 156 A) in Colorado Springs. Info: 488-0880, or
visit www.wmmi.org.
Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Barry Ward, Fri., Apr. 8, opening act at 7 p.m.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost:
$7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-
6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.bla
ckroseacoustic.org.
Electronics Recycling Event, Sat., Apr. 9, 11
a.m.-4 p.m., Sundance Mountain Athletic Center,
1808 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Drop off your old
electronics for a nominal recycling fee. All proceeds
will benefit Palmer Ridge High School Baseball.
Info about what items can be recycled: Blue Star
Recyclers, 494-4238.
Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home Improvement
Grant Information Session, Sat., Apr. 9, 11 am.-
1 p.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. The Town of Palmer Lake has received a
grant for a program called the Clean and Green Home
Improvement Grant. The program provides a one-time
grant of up to $1000 to low- and moderate-income
homeowners for improvements such as minor exterior
home repairs, energy efficiency improvements, and
landscaping. For more information, contact Leigh
Holden, 338-9643 or e-mail plcg2011@gmail.com.
Easter Book Fair at Covered Treasures Book
Store, Sun., Apr. 10, noon to 4 p.m., 105 Second
Street, The Chapala Building, Monument. Local
authors Noelle Berry, Norma Brough, Olena Burda-
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Lassen, and Vivian Kirkfield will be present for book
signing. Proceeds benefit the Tri-Lakes Community
Preschool Tuition Assistance Program. Info: 481-0528
or e-mail trilakescp@aol.com.

Mothers’ Day Market: Great Gifts & Baked Goods,
Tue., Apr. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Incubator,
14960 Woodcarver Rd., Colorado Springs. Shop for
Mothers’ Day gifts and help a local charity—special
drawing to benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. RSVP: www.tril
akesnetworkingteam.com.

Black Rose Acoustic Society: Positively Pikes Peak,
Fri., Apr. 15, 7 p.m., doors open at 6 p.m., Black
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd.
at Shoup Road. Music of Bob Dylan performed by
local artists. Cost: $10, includes the CD; $5 if you
already have (and bring) the CD. All proceeds will
g0 to COPPeR, the Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak
Region. Info: Jason Bennett, jason@bennettfolk.com,
or visit www.blackroseacoustic.org.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)
Family Exploration Day: Keep What You Find
Gold & Gemstone Panning, Sat., Apr. 16, 9 a.m.-4
p-m. Take a tour of the museum to learn how to pan
for real gold and gemstones just like the prospectors
of the 1800s. Each visitor gets to keep whatever
treasures they find! Daily tours begin at 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. No reservations required. Cost: $8 adults, $7
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum members.
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit
156 A) in Colorado Springs. Info: 488-0880, or visit
WWW.wmmi.org.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Nearly There, Fri., Apr. 22, opening act at 7 p.m.,
doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost:
$7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-
6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blac
kroseacoustic.org.

Palmer Lake’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Sat., Apr.
23, 10-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Village Green and Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Info: 481-2953.

Palmer Lake’s Easter Pancake Breakfast, Sun.,
Apr. 24, 7-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. The annual breakfast is hosted by the Palmer
Lake Fire Department Protection Association. Cost:
adults $5; children $3. Info: Palmer Lake Volunteer
Fire Department, 481-2902.

Allergy Friendly Easter Egg Hunt, Sun., Apr. 24,
11:45 a.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320
Furrow Rd. Info: visit saint-matthias.org.

A Taste of Tri-Lakes Cares, Mon., Apr. 25, 5:30
p-m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor
Dr., Monument. Local chefs will try to dazzle you
with dishes prepared using items only from the USDA
Federal Commodity program; items that can be found
in food pantries throughout El Paso County. Tickets:
$5 per person plus a donation of one of the following
items: powdered laundry detergent, toilet paper,
shampoo, conditioner, feminine products, deodorant,
child diapers (size 3-6). Children under 5 are free
with a paid adult. Tri-Lakes Cares is a community-
based non-profit agency serving the Tri-Lakes areca
that provides emergency assistance, self-sufficiency
programs, and other social services. Info: 481-4864 or
visit www.tri-lakescares.org.

April Senior Social, Wed., Apr. 27, 1-4 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church,
12455 Black Forest Rd. Area seniors are invited for
an afternoon of socializing. Light refreshments will
be served. The Black Forest Lutheran Church and
the Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 cosponsor the
Senior Social as a community service. Bring a friend
and enjoy chatting, doing handiwork, or playing
board games in an informal atmosphere. Reservations
are not required. Info: Lavonne, 495-4021.

Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Spring Show
& Sale, Thu., Apr. 28 - Sun., May 1. Thu.-Sat., 9
a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Black Forest
Community Center (Black Forest Road just north of
Shoup Road). More than 90 artisans offer hand-made
quilts, baby items, jewelry, stained glass, pottery,

floral arrangements, many culinary delights, and much
more. New items will arrive throughout the show.
Admission is free and most credit cards are accepted.
The Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild is a Colorado
nonprofit organization. A portion of sale proceeds
will benefit the Guild Scholarship Fund and the Black
Forest community. Wheelchair accessible. Because of
fire regulations, no strollers, please. Info: 495-3217 or
visit www.BFACG.org.

o Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show & Sale, April
30-May 1. See details on page 32 and ad on page 10.

e Play for the Piano Concert Series presents The Blue
Canyon Boys Bluegrass Band, Sat., May 7, 7 p.m.,
Black Forest Community Church (on the corner of
Shoup & Black Forest). Tickets: $10 in advance, $12
at the door; can be purchased at the church office Mon-
Thu, 8-11 a.m. Info: e-mail srams7049@yahoo.com.

e Spirits of Spring Wine and Food Tasting and
Auction, Sat.,, May 14, 5-8 p.m., Blue and Silver
Room at the Air Force Academy Stadium Press Box.
The annual Gleneagle Sertoma Club event features
specialties from local chefs, dozens of wine and some
beer tastings, a professional auctioneer for a live and
silent auction, an old-time soft drink and ice cream
sampling, and chocolate pairing. All profits go to Tri-
Lakes Cares and other local charities. Buy tickets at the
door: $40 per person. Your driver’s license allows you
to enter either gate until 6 p.m. Tell the guard you are
going to the Gleneagle Sertoma event at the stadium
press box. Info: 488-9879 or 488-8474. Gleneagle
Sertoma (SERvice TO MAnkind) provides service
and support to numerous charities in northern El Paso
County including Tri-Lakes Cares, organizations for
the hearing-impaired, the Boy Scouts of America,
patriotic speech contests through the local schools,
college scholarships for the hearing-impaired, and the
HEARS program, which provides low-income people
with low-cost audiologist services and hearing aids.

e  Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
A Facet of Coal-New Exhibit. Explore the historic
extraction and recovery process of coal with
interactive displays. The exhibit will be open
through May. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate
Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado Springs. RSVP
at rsvp@wmmi.org or call 488-0880. Museum
admission: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors
& students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under
3 & museum members. Info: 488-0880, or visit
WWW.Wmmi.org.

e YMCA Tri-Lakes Family Center & Spotlight
Community Theatre present a Summer Musical
Theatre Workshop, cast auditions, Thu. & Fri., Jun.
9 & 10; workshop weekday afternoons, Jun. 13-27;
performances, Jun. 28-29. For YMCA members and
non-members. The show is Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast (license pending). Every one who registers will
be cast in the production. Register now at the YMCA
Tri-Lakes Family Center, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy.
Registrations limited. Info: 488-0775, or visit www.Sp
otlightCommunityTheatre.com.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-

available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored

by local governmental entities and not-for-profit orga-
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Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor
on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board
has established a policy that we do not knowingly print
letters that have appeared in substantially the same
form elsewhere. Please identify your submission as a
letter to the editor and include your full name, home
address, and day and evening phone numbers. A limit
of 300 words is recommended. Letters may be edited
for length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter
to editor@ocn.me or mail to Our Community News,
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In
response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement,
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that
we have received your letter.

Paid Advertisement

The Rabbi’s Corner
The Messiah—Part IV

By Oswald Garagorry

An audience of Christians and Jews were asked
what is the most important commandment? The first
group responded, “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.” The second group responded, by saying the
Shema. To much surprise, neither group had an accu-
rate response, yet they were both correct in part.

The first group based their response on Matthew
22:37-38. The second group based their response on
Deuteronomy 6:4.

This occurred because both groups were following
partial instructions not based on the entirety of the
Scriptures. The Messiah too was asked the same ques-
tion by a Pharisee (an expert in the Torah.) And again,
to the surprise of many they were in complete agree-
ment. But this agreement is not found in Matthew, be-
cause he only gives a partial report of the event. The
same story is fully repeated in Mark 12:28-34; there
the Messiah and the Pharisee even complement each
other. So why then, did the above mentioned audiences
have such different responses? This is because the
Christians heard the teachings only from Matthew and
his text is incomplete. They probably never heard a
message about the most important commandment from
Mark, because he mentioned the issue of one God and
that is contrary to the Tertulianist doctrine of the Trin-
ity which is embraced by Christianity.

The Jews embrace the first part of the Shema
which is found in the Torah, but the words of the
Shema, “blessed be the name of His glorious majesty
forever and ever” are not part of the Torah. Their
source is rabbinical, in other words man-made, and
these words replace the second part of the Shema
found in the Torah. Had they known the Shema as it
was written, they would have given an accurate an-
swer. So the Jews know the first part of the most im-
portant commandment and the Christians know the
second part. Yet the Messiah and the Pharisee (the To-
rah expert) knew the answer in its entirety and they
were in complete agreement.

Read Mark 12:28-34 and Deut
6:4-5.

Shalom to you.

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah
Congregation that meets Saturdays,
10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr.
www.aliyahcongregation.com e (719) 330-2382
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Alice’s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate

Kissing Camels Town Home—
A2 5,242 sq. ft. on the golf course.
Gated community. Private sauna
complex in the home. Awesome
Pikes Peak and front range views.
Now only $650,000.

s Monument Home—End of cul-

3% de-sac with great views over pine

trees. One-acre private lot. 5 bd.

g% 4 ba. 3-car garage. Close to |-25

h nd shopping. This home is now
| leased.

Cypress Ridge Patio Home—
Clean and available immediately
in a gated community. Ranch
patio home with main level living.
Perfect view of Pikes Peak. Call
for information and pricing.

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com
Call Alice for a Showing Today!
Alice Sweatman

719-200-5258

special events, restaurants & scoop
shops! Over 600 different gelato and
sorbetto flavors available. Made fresh
daily with the highest-quality ingredients!

5 LITER PANS
Snaugh for MR

ad /5

2.5 GALLON TUBS

dorting of QT
5120 s

Dot rcam ¢ Gelaty

481 Highway 105, Unit 208
Monument, CO 80132

(719) 313-9484
www.PikesPeaklceCream.com

HaNOMADE 1 cream & GELATO

& Maintenance

For all your
repair and

maintenance
needs around
your home
or office.

649-6798

Over 20 years experience.
Licensed & Insured.

BASEMENT

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates *

“Pool Hall” with an open home theater
“Whether you know exactly what you want
or don’t have a clue where to start, I can help.”

488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction.
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com
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