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Upcoming
Local Events

See pages 35-39 for details of these
and many other local events.

Donala Water & Sanitation District
Town Meeting, Wed., Sep. 7, 7 p.m

NEPCO Meeting: President’s Round-
table, Sat., Sep. 10, 10 a.m.-noon

Retro Rods & Rockabilly Car Show
& Concert, Sat., Sep. 10, 10 a.m.-3
p.m.,

School Safety Forum, Mon., Sep. 12,
6:30 p.m.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Meet-
ing: “Two Wheels and a Path.”
Thu., Sep. 15, 7-9 p.m.

Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Free
Monthly Evening Seminar: /nflu-
ence & Power of Social Media,
Tue., Sep. 20, 7-8 p.m.

Art Hop, Thu., Sep. 15, 5-8 p.m.

Music by the Creek, Thu., Sept. 15,
6-9 p.m.

Chili Cook Off and Salsa Tasting, Sat.,
Sep. 17, 11 am.-3 p.m.,

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive,
Tue., Sep. 20, 3-7 p.m.

D-38 10K/5K/1-mile Fun Raiser Run/
Walk for D-38 schools, Sat., Oct. 1,
9 a.m. for 5K and 10K, 11:30 a.m.
for 1-mile Fun Run

38" Annual Christmas Arts & Craft
Fair, Sat.-Sun., Oct.1-2, 9 a.m.-5
p.m., Sat.; 10 am.-4 p.m. Sun. m

Above: On Aug. 19, about 100 regional firefighters from the
U.S. Forest Service and El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, as
well as the United States Air Force Academy, Black Forest,
Fort Carson, Green Mountain Falls, Larkspur, Manitou
Springs, Palmer Lake, Peyton, Tri-Lakes Monument, and
Westcott fire departments worked to keep the Beaver
Creek forest fire away from the houses at the west end of
Bronco Drive and Green Mountain Drive. The wildfire, which
started about 2 p.m., spread to over 60 acres in a very
rugged upslope area above the houses at the west end of
the Hay Creek Road corridor west of the 1-25 Baptist Road
interchange. An Airtractor AT-802F single engine air tanker
(SEAT) with a Fire Retardant Dispersal System (FRDS)

delivered about 2,400 gallons of slurry as requested by
the incident commander during three flights on Friday
to help contain the fire (see www.airtractor.com/at-802f).
A Monument Helitac Aerostar Type 3 helicopter dropped
water from its dipping bucket directly on the largest flames.
The firefighters used the rocky areas on the upslope face
of the mountain range to contain the fire and were aided by
winds that blew the fire uphill to the west. Cool weather and
rain helped with containing the fire. A large Sikorsky S-64
Sky Crane Type 1 helicopter made several water drops on
Sunday. See pages 30 for additional photos of the Beaver
Creek fire. Photo by Michael Foote.
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Judge denies Donala’s request to use ranch
water; district to hold town meeting Sept. 7

By John Heiser

At the Aug. 16 monthly meeting of the
Donala Water and Sanitation District
Board of Directors, Dana Duthie, dis-
trict general manager, announced that on
July 28, water court Judge Dennis Maes
denied the district’s request to change to
municipal use the water formerly used to
irrigate the Willow Creek Ranch.

The judge ordered the district to con-
tinue negotiations with the Colorado State
Engineer’s Office and the Colorado Water

Conservation Board (CWCB), the sole re-
maining objectors to the proposed change
in use. The parties were to report back to
the judge by Aug. 28 on the progress of
the negotiations.

In November 2008, Donala complet-
ed the purchase of the ranch near Lead-
ville and has been reducing irrigation on
the ranch and seeking conversion of the
excess irrigation water, which flows to the
Arkansas River, for use by the district.

The district is hoping to obtain rights

to about 280 acre-feet of water per year,
which would cover about 20 percent of
Donala’s current demand. If that is the
final figure ultimately approved by Judge
Maes then, under the terms of the ranch
purchase agreement, the district will be
obligated to pay Ronald Strich, the former
owner of the ranch, an additional fee of
about $408,000.

Prior to the case going to Judge Maes,
settlement had been achieved with all the

(Continued on page 7)

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education, Aug. 18 and 22
D-38 approves new contract with Monument
Academy; enrollment down less than expected

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 Board of
Education has approved a new five-year
contract with Monument Academy (MA).
The board met twice during the summer
to approve extensions of the contract as

negotiations continued. The contract will
be retroactive to July 1.

District Superintendent John Borman
said that he, Assistant Superintendent of
Operations Cheryl Wangeman, and board
member Robb Pike had met with MA Ex-

ecutive Director Dan Griffin and the MA
principal over several months. Attorneys
were present at some early meetings to ex-
pedite discussion, while the final meetings

were between Borman and Griffin.
The two parties will continue dis-
(Continued on page 2)
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cussions over the next six
months, and they agree
that communication must
be a priority in the future
to maintain the positive
tone reached during the
negotiations.

Pike agreed that there

was a dramatic shift in the
tone of the discussions as
time progressed.

The board also passed
a resolution to approve
a contract to continue to
provide food service to
Monument Academy.

Enrollment down

less than expected
Borman said that in bud-
geting for this year the
board had assumed a
decrease in enrollment of
120 students compared to

last year. He said he was
pleased to report that en-
rollment is stronger than
expected, with 117 more
students than anticipated
for a net loss of three com-
pared to last year.
Although the number

may decrease slightly by
Oct. 1, this represents a
strong start to the year.
Borman said that he
is constantly monitoring
enrollment to determine
where hiring of new teach-
ers will be needed to limit

Two Timers

Fine Consign

Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor

START YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING

We have lots of great new affordable items
for the perfect holiday gift

Next Gold Party will be in October
(Check our October OCN ad for date and time)

Clip and save through September
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM

(One coupon per customer per month. Not valid on items 80% off)
ACCEPTING FALL AND LIGHT WINTER
( heavy winter will be accepted mid to late September)

New consignors call for an appointment
Located in Monument behind Rosie’s Diner
719-484-0300

www.twotimers.net

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS
KINGS DEER
* Now offering the European method

* No charge assigned for cancelled lessons
* Half-hour lessons offered at $20

Musically-challenged students welcome
Interviews and inquiries: Melinda Zark 719.492.1116

class size. He added that
class sizes at the sixth-
grade level are a concern.

Food service
agreement with
St. Peter Catholic
School

Wangeman reported that
the district had been con-
tacted by St. Peter Catholic
School and asked to pro-
vide food service there.
She said it would involve
20 to 40 lunches per day.

The cost of the lunch-
es to the students would
be higher than within the
district because St. Peter is
a private school and does
not benefit from federal
price supports. Parents
would pay District 38 di-
rectly and the food would
be delivered by a van. All
district food preparation
takes place at Lewis-Palm-
er High School.

Wangeman said that
the state Department of
Education approves of
the agreement, as do the
district’s attorneys.

Borman urged the
board to approve the
agreement as a measure of
community outreach.

Due to the fact that
district staff would not be
doing the serving, there
was a concern about insur-
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ART & FRAME

183 Wastington St
487-7691

bellaartandframe.com
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Nationally Known Artists
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PASSIVE _SOLAR HOME IN

ONE YEAR NEW HOME ON

WAKONDA _ HiLts!  1.23-
acres. Trees, privacy and
mountain views! Over 2300
sq. ft. 4 br, 2 ba, remodeled
eat-in kitchen with granite
tops. Lots of tile floors,
main-level master, sun-
room, large deck with hot
tub. Only $318,900!

LooKiING FOR LAND? Look AT THESE GREAT Lors!

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT

WEST SIDE WITH GREAT

WONDERFUL HOME ON THE

WONDERFUL _ WALK-0UT

WEST SIDE IN_MONUMENT!

VIEws! Over 2400 sq. ft.
with 4 br, 2.5 ba, like-new,
tile floors, gourmet kitchen
with granite and much
more! Quiet street, backs to
open space and walking
traill A steal at only
$279,900.

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-

Stucco. Fully fenced and
landscaped. Mountain
views! Over 2600 sq. ft. 4
br. 2.5 ba. Formal living
room, family room, gourmet
kitchen, master suite, unfin-
ished basement. Like-new.
Only $279,900!

BEST WISSLER RANCH LoT!

RANCHER CLOSE TO SHOP-
PING! 3 br, 2.5 ba. New
windows, doors, trim, and
paint. Trex decks, remod-
eled baths with custom tile,
hardwood floors, gourmet
kitchen. Large, landscaped
lot backs to open space!
Only $250,000!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST

TREE! Great southern
exposure on this wooded lot
located on a quiet street.
Easy build. Should take
walk-out basement. One of
the few lots left in this estate
area. Only $209,000!

uh;mg in Monument, Palmer Lake, Woodmoor, Black Forest, Gleneagle &
A Full Service Brokerage with

Thinking of selling you home?
REDUCED Cornmissions

Call for a FREE MARKET Analysis _
For a virtual tour of these properties visit my web site af- www carivhome.com <g»

RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and
great views from this corner
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy
build. Should take walk-out.
Well and septic required.
Area of estate homes. D38.
Reduced to $200,000!

Over 3-acre corner lot with
pines and meadow! Close to
community park, quiet
street, area of $1M homes,
will take walk-out. Soil tests
done. OWNER WILL CARRY.
Reduced to $175,000!

M0 3>

SIDE! Pines, scrub oak and
more! Fabulous mountain
and city views. Zoned for
horses. Modulars and
outbuildings OK. Close to
national forest. OWNER WILL
CARRY. Reduced to $79 000'

lorado Springs @

| %")

Located in Historic Downtown Monument

Visit our members for more information

SEPTEMBER FUN

Chili Cook-Off

Chili - Beer = Gelato

Limbach Park
Saturday, Sept 17, 11am-3pm

Robert Gray
Brush Strokes

Last Art Hop of Summer
Thursday, Sept 15, 5-8pm

\WR=M

II‘IFUSIHG LIiFE \W/iTH
TEA*= CONVERSATION * ART

65 Second St. Open 8am-5pm, Tues - Fri
Monument, CO Open 8am-4pm, Saturday
719-481-8822> www.wisdomteahouse.com




Saturday, September 3, 2011

Our Community News

Page 3

ance. Wangeman was asked to
investigate further and the issue
was tabled.

At a special meeting on
Aug. 22, Wangeman presented
an amended agreement stating
that St. Peter accepted liability
for handling and serving the food
from the time of its arrival to the
disposition of leftovers. In addi-
tion, St. Peter agreed to ensure
that volunteers receive training
from a public health department
or a certified food safety instruc-
tor.

District Food Service
Manager Katie DuBois said that
the food would be delivered by
the van on its way back to the
bus barn from Lewis-Palmer
High School. She said she was
confident that the district could
provide up to 60 lunches a day,
resulting in additional revenue.

The board approved the
amended contract.

Rescission of policy

governance

During two retreats over the
summer, the board and Bor-
man agreed to rescind the
use of “policy governance”
as a management tool in
favor of a more flexible,
relationship-based model.
A two-page draft of the
proposed new system was
distributed to the board.

Pike commented that
the management method
in use should reflect the
personality of the superin-
tendent. He added that the
board will meet quarterly
with the superintendent to
refine the system over time.

Board member Mark
Pfoff agreed to the need
for a new method, saying
that policy governance was
too rigid and that the board
should not be involved with
day-to-day operations of the
district. He suggested add-

the document presented at this
meeting is a draft only. When
a document has been finalized,
it will be posted on the district
website.

Bond matters
Financial advisor David Bell
and Wangeman discussed with
the board a recommendation to
refinance bonds from 2001 and
issue new ones. The bonds car-
ried a 4 percent interest rate. The
refinancing would drop the rate
to 1.25 percent. The new bonds
would have a five-year maturity.

Bell said that by taking this
action, taxpayers would save
about $500,000 in debt costs
over the next five years. He also
said that the funds realized from
the sale of the bonds will not be
available for use as part of the
general fund.

The board passed a resolu-
tion to follow the advice of finan-
cial counsel.

Capital reserve carryover
Wangeman reported a carryover
of $263,000 in capital reserves
from last year. Approximately
$65,000 will be required to
complete projects begun during
the last year, including paving
and roadwork and fire control
systems.

She requested that the re-
mainder be applied to carpet
repairs at Palmer Lake Elemen-
tary School and correction of the
drainage at Palmer Ridge High
School.

The district has also been
selected to receive a $420,497
grant from Building Excellent
Schools Today. This state pro-
gram involves assessment of the

ing wording to the effect
that the board will comply
with any requirements of the
state Department of Educa-
tion.

The board passed a mo-
tion that it rescinds policy
governance and will develop
a system based on the be-
liefs and relationships in the
school district.

Borman  said  that
there should be a written
document that the public
can review. He stressed that

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday

10 am to 7 pm Sunday

719-481-0708

e Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines
* 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers
e Fine Cigars + Wide Variety of Spirits - Walk-In Wine Cooler

9/30/2011

COmedwg

9/30/2011
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condition of district assets and determination of which
assets require priority attention.

Wangeman said that the state had been evaluating
district records and properties over the past three years
and agreed that a priority project in the district is the
replacement of part of the roof at Lewis-Palmer Middle
School. Because state officials agreed with the priori-
ties of the district, District 38 was sixth on the list of 50
grantees.

As part of the agreement, the district must seek bids
before beginning work, and state officials must be granted
access to inspect the work.

November election
The board passed a resolution to approve an intergov-
ernmental agreement to participate in the Nov. 1 El Paso
County election, with Vicki Wood acting as the district’s
representative. Three positions on the board are up for
election.
“Fun Raiser”

Amy Zarkovacki of On Eagles Wings presented informa-

267 Washington St.
Monument

(719) 358-7961
Mon.-Fri. 10am -6 pm
Sat. 10am -4 pm

We are celebrating
our 2-year anniversary and to
thank all of you we are offering... |
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: 10 OFF! Any service of $50 or more.’
| Deep Conditioning Treatment
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

FREE with any full price color service.
Must mention treatment when scheduling appointment.

Please visit our website for Sept. Specials
www.LunaHairandSpa.com

Ask about our daily “Last Minute Luxuries.
* Service must be a total of $50 or more per individual client.

Based on full menu prices. Valid with Luna employees only. May
not be combined with other offers. Offers good thru 9/30/11.

”

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring /
/

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of

drop-off. Prepayment required.

Cannot be combined with other
offers. Expires 9/30/11.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road
By King Soopers
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

Unicorne Beads Trunk
Show through Sep. 10

20% OFF

All gemstone strands

Offer good through 9/30/11. Call for info.

www.beadcorneronline.com

tion about the First Annual District 38 10K/5K/1-mile
Fun Raiser to be held Oct. 1. The goal is to bring com-
munity together to benefit schools.

Thirty percent of registration fees will go to the
school of a participant’s choice. The school that has the
most participants will receive an additional 10 percent of
the proceeds.

For information go to oneagleswings3.com and click
on funrun.

Assessment update
Director of Assessment Lori Wagner gave a presentation
on CSAP, ACT, and AP scores for district students.

District 38 students outperformed the state in all cat-
egories, coming in the top five in most categories.

The number of students taking advanced placement
(AP) tests is growing rapidly, and new AP tests are being
added.

Pfoff said that he was glad to see that middle school
performance remains strong in spite of recent changes in
configuration within the district. He said that the teachers
are to be commended.

Borman said that as a result of last year’s test scores,
District 38 has again been accredited with distinction.

No Child Left Behind Grant
Bear Creek Elementary School Principal Peggy Parsley
said that the district has been awarded a No Child Left
Behind Grant to help support students on free or reduced-
price lunches. The district was required to provide data
tables and narrative to support the application and was
awarded a grant of $200,000.

Prairie Winds special education hiring
Borman reported that a new position has been created
at Prairic Winds Elementary School to support students
with dual diagnoses. He said that some students would
otherwise have to leave the district to receive needed ser-

Piano Lessons

A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.
Now accepting
new students.

: //‘ www.pianobypam.com
646-2791

Call Pam Brunson

Suite A in the West End Center
755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway)

i Yoga 5
Pathways

Studio

September Workshops:
Tools for Coping with 8tress/Anxiety
Managing Type Il Diabetes

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858

Tri-Lakes Counseling Center

Melanie A. Rountree
MA, NCC
Professional Counselor

Adolescents, Trauma, Couples, Family

236 N. Washington St., Ste 8 East, Monument, CO 80132

Phone: (719) 201-3510  Fax: (719) 488-5920

vices and this action would involve less disruption for the
students and lower cost for the district.

Superintendent update
Borman said that new teacher orientation had occurred
earlier in the week and that all teachers seem excited and
optimistic. Returning teachers welcome the additional
preparation time offered by a later start, and principals
agree that everyone is ready and optimistic.

Borman, Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman, and
Wangeman met with the Palmer Lake Town Council to
ask for an increase in cash in lieu of land payments in that
jurisdiction. The rate in Monument is $1,200 per roof.

The rate in Palmer Lake was $300 per roof, and
Palmer Lake officials agreed that the increase was reason-
able. The Town Council approved the increase to $1,200.

The district is in touch with Education Funding Part-
ners, a group similar to Advantage 3 that specializes in
branding district assets to raise revenue. They will visit
all campuses and present an estimate of potential ben-
efits.

In examining last year’s School Improvement Plans,
Borman said that schools were successful in addressing
weaknesses in their programs.

The board passed a motion to approve such routine
matters as minutes of previous meetings, resignations,
retirements, lists of substitute personnel, contracts,
implementation of compensation adjustments, and the
authority to “lock in” diesel purchases for the 2011-12
school year.

Actions at Aug. 22 meeting
In addition to passing the resolution to approve provid-
ing food service to St. Peter, the board announced at the
district’s convocation that teachers may receive additional
compensation by providing documentation that they have
received an advanced degree since their hiring by the
district.
The board also distributed a longevity bonus to all
employees during the convocation.
skeskeskeoskoskoskoskoksksk
The Lewis Palmer District 38 Board of Education meets
at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month at the dis-
trict’s administration building, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. The next meeting will be on Sept. 15.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Family Horse Boarding

For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property.

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. W\\\
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter. 6\

Call Rick at 481-6660

German Shepherd Puppies
World Champ. Bloodlines (719) 686-8104
http://sites.google.com/site/vonalpenmac/

House Cleaning
Thorough, dependable,
reasonable. Excellent references
available. Call Jackie 360-4844

| Homeowners & [

-1 Auto Insurance

"Term Life Insurance" is NOT

the Answer. Call Steven Petty
for the Truth About Life

Insurance Protection.
Call (719) 574-9544.

Honest, confidential advice.
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Third education forum addresses community relations

By Harriet Halbig
On Aug. 16, the third in a series of education forums pre-
sented by Direction 38 addressed the topic of improving
relations among District 38 schools, community popula-
tions, and elected officials.

Panels representing government, business, budget,
and school administration briefly spoke about their roles,
followed by discussions in small groups regarding promo-
tion of cooperation between schools and communities and
the issue of attracting and retaining good teachers.

The government panel consisted of state Rep. Amy
Stephens, El Paso County Commissioners Peggy Little-
ton and Darryl Glenn, Monument Mayor Travis Easton,
Stephannie Finley, president for Governmental Affairs
and Public Policy from the Colorado Springs Chamber
of Commerce, and Paul Lundeen of the State Board of
Education.

The school budget panel consisted of Amy Oliver
Cooke, director of the Colorado Transparency Project;
Leanne Emm, assistant commissioner, Public School
Finance Colorado Department of Education; and Tom
Gregory, chief financial officer for Academy District 20.

The School Choice Panel consisted of Mark Hyatt,
executive director of the Colorado Charter School In-
stitute; John Borman, superintendent of Lewis-Palmer
School District 38; Mark Hatchell, superintendent of
Academy District 20; Walt Cooper, superintendent of
Cheyenne School District 12; and Randy DeHoff, direc-
tor of Strategic Growth for GOAL Academy, an online
charter school serving at-risk youths.

In her opening remarks, Rep. Stephens said she en-
courages interactions between all levels of government as
well as government-public interactions.

Finley said that the Chamber of Commerce is aware
that the strength of the school system supports the health
of the local work force. We want to train strong students
who would wish to remain in the area and strengthen the
local economy, he said.

Littleton said that the county commissioners are
often concerned with land use issues and the interaction

between developers and educators over land donated for
schools.

Glenn said that this area is a very attractive place
to live. We should strive to forge regional collaborations
so that our children can to be nationally competitive but
wish to stay here and keep the area strong, he said.

Mayor Easton stated that cooperation between

government entities, businesses, and schools should be
fostered.

Lundeen said that his children graduated from Lew-
is-Palmer high School and that recent superintendents in
the area have done great things. We should now set a high
standard for interaction between entities, he said.

Drywall Work

Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497

School Safety S
Public Forurn i

Mon. Sept. 12th at 6:30 p.m.

Lewis-Palmer H.S. 1300 Higby Rd. Monument
parental discretion advised

Bullying - Internet - Texting - Drug Use
and other student safety issues

INFO AT WWW.LEWISPALMER.ORG

Cook of the Colorado Transparency Project said that
her organization strives to simplify explanations of school
spending in order to make them more widely understood.
She said that mill levy overrides often fail because their
intended use is not explained in detail.

Gregory of District 20 agreed that public under-
standing of funding matters is critical. The public must

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
g2 9% RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

Lessons

*Year Round
*Group, Private
*Ages 7 - Adult
*Western, English
*Dressage

*CHA Certified*
Instructor
*Riding Lessons

*Horse Training _ &
*Show Team

We Silue Ther Brvery

:719-481-4360 < http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz :

For all your
plumbing
needs

Plumbing, LLC 719.633-6948 (ofc)
Shawn Heer, Principal 719.351.3573 (cel))

| Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor! |

GORDON REICHAL

D38 SCHOOL BOARD

Don't get left out

in the cold!
Schedule a Winterization
for your RV today!

>

We can do most repairs on-site, carry a very large
inventory, and work with most extended
warranties!

Some of our services:

® Pre-trip/Pre-purchase

ingpections

Parts & Accessories

® Appliances - Fridges, Furnaces,

Water Heaters, A/Cs, Hydronic

® Satellites, AV/Plumbing Turb o SRV. com
® AC & DC Power, Solar, LP
® Awnings, Vents, Roofs (719) 487-9119
® Brakes/Lighting
And much more... Certified & Insured

HELP US DRIVE

D38 FROM GOOD TO

GREAT!

SANTA FE TRAIL JEWELRY
215 Chapala Plaza
In Historic Monument

719-481-0250

New selections from my favorite
artists have arrived!
Coming Soon
Mary Frances Scarves
Trollbeads Autumn release is here.

d§4140 Larkspur
# Lane, Larkspur—
4 Extravagant coun-

try estate on 10

Home Construction and Remodeling

e New construction o Additions
e Remodeling e Decks
e Basement finishing e RV garages

Marty Christensen
Chartercraft Homes, Inc.
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984

Licensed and insured

HARTE
RAFT HoMES

pristine, treed and
meadow  acres.

4500 total sq. ft;
2900 of that on the main-level. Domestic well in addition to 1-acre of
irrigation permitted for all your garden or crop needs. List price
$649,000. Virtual tour at www.Iistingsmagic.corzl/32253.

B

,\\E,Q‘Qx P /“?"‘*‘“\ 5462 Bestwood
g woP Drive, Larkspur—
10 minutes from
the Town of Monu-
ment but world's
away in ambiance.
Two homes and a huge barn on over 36 acres of horse property with
wonderful Pikes Peak views, rock outcroppings and trees. A thriving
tree nursery business goes with the property. Adjacent 35 acres also
available. Water rights valued at $250K included. List price $849,000.

Virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/30247.
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5 acres on Estates
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views. Great shop/
outbuilding.  No
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Virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/32653.
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keep asking questions until people are satisfied with
the answers. Although they may not agree, the interac-
tions must be open and honest. The websites for school
districts offer lots of information, including financial
transactions, he said.

Hyatt said that he had recently spoken with govern-
ment officials in Wyoming who said that, although they
now spend among the highest amounts per pupil, their
achievement level has not improved. This confirms that
spending is not the most important aspect of education.

DeHoff said that modern districts are not as homo-
geneous as they once were. Communities are now more
mobile and connected in many ways to the outside world.
The demand for choice in education is growing—the op-
portunity to attend college-level courses while in high

Shop Hangers and
Help Tri-Lakes Cares!

Tri-Lakes Cares’ Food Pantry
is in need of the following items:
Beef stew e chili « hamburger and

tuna helper  pancake mix * canned fruit
(peaches, pears, and mixed fruit) * jelly
cereal * baby items (diapers sizes 1-2 and
4-6) * baby wipes * lotion * body wash

toilet paper ¢ feminine products.
Donate an item from the list above and

receive 20% OFF" your total at Hangers!

341 Front Street
Downtown Monument
(719) 488-2300
Tues.-Sat. 9-5

*One coupon per visit. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 9/30/11.

Dr. Bud Gerathy

family dentistry

www.monumentfamilydentistry.com
325 Second St., Suite A

719-481-4949

5,
5

BEST
REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

Top Selling Agent

New Homes*Lots*Resale*Repo’s

unoer <°

655 E. Hwy. 105, Monument—
Lease to Purchase! 2.5 acres, 5 bd,
5 ba, 5-car. 5383 sq. ft. Walkout
lower level, den, formal dining and
living, two family areas, main-level
master. Text R2163 to 85377

Kathy Allen
Broker/Manager
(719) 234-1182
(719) 661-9863

www.kathyallen.net
www.bestrealestateincoloradosprings.com

119 Wheat Ridge, Palmer Lake—
Huge lot with views. 4 bd, 3 ba, 2-
car. 2450 sq. ft. Finished lower level,
vaulted ceilings, some new carpet,
new roof. Very open and bright.
Text R2167 to 85377

school, part- or full-time online learning, home school-
ing, and other options are increasing in value.

Cooper said that District 12 has a long tradition of
good communications with the community and a strong
history of success in passing funding measures. He said
that district officials make an effort to hold frequent sum-
mits to invite public input. The process of seeking input is
valued, regardless of attendance at these summits.

Borman said that he values the willingness of com-
munity members to volunteer their help in the schools.
It is up to the administration to let the community know
when and where their help is needed. Whenever a need is
made known, it is quickly fulfilled, he said.

An audience member asked whether laws would
need to be changed to allow districts to benefit from the
economy of scale in purchasing goods and services.

Cooper commented that a district of fewer than
5,000 students can support its community by outsourc-

Math Tutoring

As a Certified Math

Teacher I can help

your child with the

challenges of Middle

School Math/Algebra

L. In your home or

mine. $30/hour. Call Karen 487-1552

Piamo Lessons By Becky

o 31 years of teaching experience
o Bachelors of Arts in Music

« King's Deer areq

o First Lesson is FREEI

Gall 559-5837

Seven Habits of
Highly Effective Teens!

Group Now Forming for Teens!
Successful Living is No Accident!
Join Now and Learn How!

Come for the Food—Stay for the Fun!

Y/
Y/

#

V

Call (719) 330-4256

Sandra Vergez,
M.A.,N.C.C.,L.P.C.

ing such services as mechanical support for a bus fleet or
computer repair. District 12 contracts with a number of
local companies for such things.

Stephens said that at the higher education level, in-
stitutions are now collaborating to realize the economy
of scale.

When asked about the impact of the federal govern-
ment on education, Lundeen said that there is a conflict of
sorts. It is not always best to centralize power and stan-
dards. He said that districts 12, 20, and 38 are obviously
doing things right to have such high scores and standards.
In the attempt to improve education in weaker parts of
the country, the federal government places a cumbersome
burden by requiring extensive reporting on the use of fed-
eral funds, he said.

DeHoff agreed, saying that some districts will refuse
federal funding to avoid the onerous reporting require-
ments.

The group broke up into six smaller groups, each
with a varied representation of the panels, to discuss pro-
motion of relationships between districts, government,
business, and the public and the issue of attracting and
retaining good teachers.

Borman commented that the Lewis-Palmer school
district once had a great reputation for its decisions and
actions, but the decisions of a few people in years past
have caused a lack of trust among the public. He said it
is much easier to lose trust than regain it. It seems to be
slowly returning due to great efforts at transparency by
the board.

Rep. Stephens pointed out to her group that the Leg-
islature is unable to plan any large changes at this time

v
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FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ™
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

TRI-LAKES YMCA

SIGN UP NOW FOR...
¢ Fall Basketball
Kindergarten-8th Grade

¢ Fall Volleyball
1st-8th Grade

¢ Swim Team
Ages 6-14

¢ Swim Lessons
Ages 6 months-adult

For more information please call 719 481 8728.
www.ppymca.org
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due to general uncertainty in the
economy. The unemployment
rate is being closely watched.

When asked about attract-
ing teachers to underserved rural
areas, she said that perhaps there
could be a program similar to
the one encouraging doctors to
serve in small communities for a
specific duration in exchange for
a break in school loans.

Easton commented that
teachers love teaching and do
not choose their profession on
the basis of earnings. What they

desire is respect and a degree of

independence in deciding how to

teach, he said.
After reconvening, the fol-
lowing ideas were reported:

» Districts can share services
such as physical therapy,
special education, or other
specialized services

* Consider using a market-
based approach to hiring
teachers by paying more
for more valued specialties.
Tenure and retirement ben-
efits may not be as valued

as they once were because
many new teachers do not
intend to teach for their en-
tire careers.

* Online offerings may aid
small districts by making
courses available to them
from other nearby, larger
districts

*  School districts should take
better advantage of private
sector offerings in such
areas as technology. These
offerings may also ease re-
certification of teachers in

DONALA (Cont. from page 1)

other objectors. On March 8§
and 9, the case was presented to
Maes. Both sides presented clos-
ing arguments March 31. Susan
Schneider, first assistant attorney
general in Colorado’s Natural
Resources and Environment
Section, represented the CWCB.
Jennifer Mele, assistant attorney
general in Colorado’s Natural
Resources and Environment
Section, represented the State
Engineer’s Office. Rick Fendel
and Kara Godbehere from Pet-
rock & Fendel represented the
district.

One of the state’s main
objections was that to avoid
injuring downstream  water
rights holders, the district must
replace  non-irrigation-season
return flows, that is, snowmelt
and other water that historically
flowed from the ranch during the
winter months and fed the sur-
rounding drainage ways. Since
the district wants to reduce ir-
rigation on the ranch, the return
flows will be reduced. The state
is seeking to have the district re-
place 94 acre-feet of water each
year. An acre-foot is 326,851
gallons. The district’s position is
that during many years, 94 acre-
feet is more than what is needed
to prevent injury to downstream
water rights holders.

As part of seeking ways to
resolve the state’s objections, the
board approved a 20-year con-
tract with the Pueblo Board of

Water Works for release of 250
acre-feet of water per year from
Turquoise Reservoir.

District representatives are
continuing to meet with repre-
sentatives of the State Engineer’s
Office and the CWCB to resolve
the situation.

Community meeting
planned for Sept. 7
Duthie said a community meet-
ing will be held Sept. 7, 7 p.m.,
at Antelope Trails Elementary

School to discuss the district’s
efforts to obtain renewable water,
the estimated costs associated
with that water, and the resulting
tax and rate increases needed.
Duthie noted that average water
rate increases of 29 percent to
40 percent for 2012 are being
considered and that additional
rate and property tax increases
are likely in subsequent years.
Duthie encouraged all district
residents to attend the meeting.

Susanna McCarty
has joined
Monumental
Styles & Co.!

Re-Elect Mark Pfoff

Lewis-Palmer Board of Education

Committed to:

* Our tradition of
educational excellence

* Integrity

* Transparency

* Building community

* Balanced Budget

* A safe and secure
environment for
students and staff

“1 am thrilled Mark has chosen to run for another 4-year term.

He will bring stability, consistency, and transparency to the school
district. Fle will keep the district focused on what is best for kids,
will promote and encourage purposeful innovation, and will
continne the pursut of excellence for which this district is known.
Mark Pfoff will receive my vote in November!"

Retired Superintendent Dwight “Ted” Bauman

Measuring Success One Child at a Time

WWW.MARKPFOFF.COM

DRAKE

CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTOR

DRAKECONSTRUCTION.BIZ

DDBNST@GMAIL.BDM

719.481.1751
CELL 719.339.5506

LICENSED / INSURED

those fields. .
Districts may collaborate
for fuel and natural gas con-
tracts to lower costs.
Teachers and boards need
time to share ideas and
best practices. Teachers are
given larger class loads and
less time to plan, collabo-
rate, and share.

Parents value relationships
between students and their
teachers.
seskestesfe sk kokoskok

The fourth and final education
forum will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 27. See the ad on page 3 for
details..

Harriet Halbig can be reached

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Gerard P. Timmins, D.D.S., M.S.
Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist
v Complementary Initial

Visit.
v Personalized Care—
One patient at a time

v Doctor performs
treatment.

v 25 years providing care
in the Tri-Lakes area.

v Flexible payment plans.

v Most insurance accepted
including military.

v Conveniently located
near LPMS and PRHS.

v All ages welcome.

488=-2806 ... Moving soon to
1880 Willow Park Way, Monument

RUTH BURINK

PAT ORBAN

Visit the working studios of
our finest artists
and craftsmen!

September 17th and 18th

For more info and a map
KATHLEEN KRUCOFF to all locations go to:

www.Frontrangeopenstudios.com

MARGARETE
SEAGRAVES

1445 Cipriani Loop
East of |-25 off
Highway 105 & Knolliwood

(719) 487-8660 (salon)

(719) 325-9183 (cell)

Holy Trinity Anglican
Chureh exists to worship
God and go ever deeper
with Him, fervently love
one another, and take
Living Water to the
world.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES
8:30 am: Traditional Worship Service
9:30 am: Fellowship Time
10:00 am : Teaching & Community Time
(aka Sunday School)
10:45 am: More Contemporary Worship Service

NOTE: On Sept. 11, one combined setvice at 9:30 am

13990 Gleneagle Drive I -
(719) 229-6661 WELLL

rch.or_g
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Connection to CSU
scheduled for comple-

tion by Oct. 28
Duthie reported that the project
to connect the district’s infra-
structure to Colorado Springs
Utilities” (CSU) pipes in the
vicinity of Northgate Road is
scheduled for completion by
Oct. 28.

The service agreement with
CSU calls for a minimum of 100
acre-feet of Colorado Springs
water to be supplied to the dis-
trict in 2011. The district will be
required to draw a minimum of
200 acre-feet per year in sub-

sequent years. The maximum
amount that can be drawn per
year is 1,000 acre-feet.

The initial rate is $11.12 per
1,000 gallons, plus a system use
fee of $354,807. The district has
also paid $296,902 for a CSU
pump at Northgate Road. The
total cost for the 100 acre-feet
to be drawn during 2011 will be
$717,319, or about $22 per 1,000
gallons. If the district obtains
rights to the water from Willow
Creek Ranch, the net cost for
CSU transportation of the water
is projected to decline to about
$10.36 per 1,000 gallons.

7

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

» Complimentary Exams

Self Ligating Brackets
 Non-Extraction Approach

* Clear Braces, Invisalign &

* For Children, Teens &
Adults

» Extended Office Hours
* Flexible Payment Plans

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737

www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200 Monument, CO 80132

The highest rate the district
currently charges any of its cus-
tomers is about $11 per 1,000
gallons, and some customers
pay as little as $3.40 per 1,000
gallons. In 2010, the average rate
paid in the district was about
$5.60 per 1,000 gallons.

Duthie said that since the
connection is being completed
later than previously scheduled,
it will be difficult for the district
to draw the 100 acre-feet of water
called for by the agreement with
CSU. He said he will contact
CSU to request that any water
remaining from the 100 acre-
feet required for 2011 can be
drawn in 2012 in addition to
the 200 acre-feet required to
be drawn in 2012.

Other matters
* Board President Tim
Murphy announced that he
is resigning from the board
and that he and his family
will be moving to Washing-
ton, D.C., for personal rea-

sons. He noted that Donala
has a great team and that he
is proud to have been asso-
ciated with the district. He
added, “The average person
has no earthly idea of all the
work that goes on to provide
clean, clear water. In gener-
al, public utilities in the U.S.
are amazing organizations.
People should be happy and
proud of the quality of the
service they receive.”

The Donala Extended Wa-
ter Supply Study (DEWSS)
draft report is scheduled for
completion Oct. 15, with the
final document scheduled
for completion by Dec. 15.
During the three months
from May 1 through July 31,
the district’s $3.78 million
in investments managed
by Davidson Fixed Income
Management showed a yield
of 0.39 percent, achieving a
goal of beating the Colotrust
Plus fund, which yielded
0.05 percent during the

(719) 481-3966

In Douglas County? Call (303) 886-8901.

same period. The weighted

average maturity of the

district’s investments is 8.9

months.

*  The district pumped about
50 million gallons of water
in July, about the same as
July 2010. Despite three
inches of rain during the
month, 64 single-family
house customers each used
more than 40,000 gallons
during the month. The top
water bill for the month was
$1,246 for 132,000 gallons.
Forty-three irrigation warn-
ing letters and four second
warning letters have been
issued.

Following the public meeting,

the board went into executive

session to discuss legal, person-
nel, and negotiation issues.
shokesk stk skoskoksk

The Donala board will hold its

next regular meeting on Sept. 15

at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office,

15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings

are normally held on the third

Thursday of each month.

A community meeting will
be held Sept. 7, 7 p.m., at Ante-
lope Trails Elementary School
to discuss the district’s efforts
to obtain renewable water, the
estimated costs associated with
that water, and the resulting tax
and rate increases needed.

The district’s website is at
www.donalawater.org.

John Heiser can be reached at

johnheiser@ocn.me.
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By Jim Kendrick

On Aug. 9, the Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict Board of Directors signed an agree-
ment with Classic Homes that will provide
additional tap fee revenue from sales of
homes in the Promontory Pointe develop-
ment on Baptist Road at the Gleneagle
Drive intersection. Classic closed on the
purchase of the foreclosed parcel on Aug.
31 and intends to start building homes in
September.

This new revenue will be used to pur-
chase an industry standard booster pump
system that will ensure proper water
pressure for the new houses in Promon-
tory Pointe as well as elevate pressure for
nearby Jackson Creek homes that continue
to have lower than standard pressure.

Directors Steve Remington and Steve
Hurd were absent.

Promontory Pointe

contract approved

Classic Homes CEO Doug Stimple said
that Monument Planning Commission
and Board of Trustees hearings had been
scheduled for Aug. 10 and Aug. 15 for a
Final PD Site Plan amendment. (See the
articles on page 17 for more information
on this proposal.) Stimple was seeking ap-
proval of Classic’s proposed water infra-
structure agreement that addresses water
pressure and financial problems. Classic
negotiated with Triview District Manager
Mark Carmel and Triview attorney Chris
Cummins of Felt, Monson, and Culichia
LLC.

Stimple stated that Classic can build
about 100 houses with negligible impact
on water pressure in Promontory Pointe,
but that would not “fix” the water pressure
system problems in Jackson Creek. Those
can be solved by a pump or the proposed
new water tank in Sanctuary Pointe to the

Give the gift
of music
with a gift
certificate

Triview Metropolitan District, Aug. 9

Promontory Pointe agreement signed

east, he said.

Classic’s existing inclusion agreement
with Triview for Sanctuary Pointe requires
the builder to provide a water tank and pay
about one-third of that subdivision’s costs
for the water tank, treatment plant, pump,
well, and related water infrastructure up-
front, with Triview paying the other two-
thirds. Stimple said that neither Classic
nor Triview has the money to pay for this
water system infrastructure at this time.

Classic has agreed to pay a $1,000
water impact fee for each for the 267
taps needed for Classic’s amended plan
for Promontory Pointe. This $267,000 in
incremental revenue should be enough
to pay for the Jackson Creek pump and
booster for the northern low pressure zone
in Jackson Creek and the other infrastruc-
ture in Promontory Pointe. Classic has
also agreed to pay the full standard water
tap fee of $9,600 rather than only $5,000
as was negotiated with Triview by a previ-
ous land owner.

Triview had also negotiated a tap
fee exception that will continue to pro-
vide $6,465 of each Promontory Pointe
tap fee paid to Triview until April 25,
2012, to VCW LLC, which is composed
of members of the Vern Walters family.

s

This transfer to VCW is part of a “water
exchange agreement” with former devel-
oper John Laing Homes. The vacant par-
cel was called Walters Ranch before the
first of three recent developers, Landco,
purchased it. Kathy and Gary Walters had
been members of the Triview board since it
was created until passage of the term-limit
law forced them out of office eight years
later. Classic will pay $6,465 directly to
the Walters firm for each tap purchased by
April 25 and the rest to Triview.

The total of all Triview fees for each
of the 267 lots will be $20,400. Stimple
said Classic expects to pull its first 17
building permits by April 25. Payments
of $109,905 to VCW LLC would reduce
Triview’s total initial net from $346,800
to $236,895. The extra $1,000 water im-
pact fee for each tap will generate an ad-
ditional total of $267,000. The other 250
permits will generate $5.1 million for a
total of $5,603,895.

The proposed water infrastructure
agreement calls for Triview to install
the water pressure booster pump system
immediately. Stimple said the $267,000
in water impact fee revenue Classic has
agreed to pay will be more than the
estimated $100,000 cost of the booster

This beautiful two-story home has new flooring
throughout and beautiful Peak Views.

system.

Stimple also stated that the proposed
agreement sets up a “sinking fund” to pay
for this water infrastructure. The sinking
fund would receive $6,500 to be escrowed
from each of the first 17 taps and $9,800
(the current Triview residential tap fee) to
be escrowed from each of the other 250
taps after April 25. This will produce a to-
tal sinking fund of about $2.5 million that
will be used to build the water tank and
other water infrastructure in Promontory
Pointe and Sanctuary Pointe.

Stimple said this agreement will
provide sufficient financial certainty for
both developments to ensure that Classic
will be able to get construction financing.
He added that Triview will not have to
pay back about $1 million to Classic per
the original Promontory Pointe inclusion
agreement.

Classic consultant engineer Mike
Applegate of Applegate Group Inc. and
Jerry Novak of Classic’s development
services group stated that they have done
a preliminary engineering design for the
booster pump system. The design is very
similar to an Applegate design that is op-
erating successfully in Breckenridge un-
der “much tougher conditions” in a more

A Stunning end unit that that has many upgrades
throughout, including Two Master Suites and easy access to
hiking and biking trails. Only $186,700 - Call Kim today!

nd of summer $avingsl|

o Select
MILWI"Q‘

Columbine Properties is your one-stop
source for real estate services covering
Colorado Springs to Castle Rock.

— call Kim today!

7 beautiful patio home lots in Monument.
All with mountain views. Only $20,000-$30,000 each.

Call Kim Today!

You'll love this open floorplan with master on the main
plus 2 bedrooms and loft area upstairs! This model-perfect
home is move-in ready $189,000 - Call Kim Today!

CALL KIM ROSSBACH (719) 330-3277 OR VISIT COLUMBINEPROPERTIES.COM

SANDERS Summer PC Specials!

i PC Rebvuild, $250 i

e L e = I Don‘t buy new when you can redo! !
i Pc Tlllle-UP, $9° E = : Includes: Y Y :
: Includfes: : : e Back Up All User Data :
!« Virus and Spyware Removal " I« Reload/Upgrade* Windows !
. " 1

I o Cleqn .Up Temporary Files : 1« Reinstall Up to Five Applications I
\ * Optimize Performance : i « Restore User Data :
: e Recommend Upgrode OpTiOﬂS : : *Cost of software not included in price :

We can also help you with buying a new PC for much less than you might think!
www.sanders-consulting.net

(719) 440-8448
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difficult digging and rock environment.

“That’s a credible solution,” Apple-
gate said. “It is used widely along the Front
Range. It is used by Colorado Springs ...
and virtually all the mountain towns.”
The system “will be designed to Colorado
Springs Utilities standards.”

Applegate and Novak answered
several technical questions from board
members. They noted that the dual pump
system was used locally in similar cir-
cumstances in Briargate 14 years ago
and in Peregrine 16 years ago. Pressure-
reducing valves will regulate the new
system’s pressure to a standard 60 pounds
per square inch. Monument Public Works
Director Rich Landreth said the pressure
in this booster system will be independent
of the pressure in Triview’s existing trunk
lines and will maintain pressure at peak
monthly system demands.

Triview provided 37 million gal-
lons of water in June. Applegate said the
preliminary pressure test data already
collected are very compatible with the
proposed system.

Carmel stated that an outside engi-
neer was brought in to do a peer review of
the preliminary design as well. He noted
that Classic has agreed to cooperate with
Triview during the final design phase for
placing the pump in the optimum site
within Promontory Pointe. Final system
design will take about six months. The
system could be operational by June.

Triview water attorney Chris Cum-
mins noted that Triview is still required to
self-fund the Sanctuary Pointe treatment
plant, water tank, well, and tank site plus
another $1.3 million of infrastructure. He
said that this agreement firmly identi-

fies the revenue stream for the pressure
booster system and gives Triview control
of when and how it is built and when Clas-
sic must warranty deed its groundwater to
Triview. There is no remaining reimburse-
ment agreement between Triview and
Promontory Pointe for construction and
connection of well A8. Triview was never
reimbursed by John Laing before it went
into receivership, preventing any recovery
in the future. There is no inclusion agree-
ment with Home Place Ranch yet.

Cummins also noted that all Triview
tap fees are classified as general fund
revenues rather than separate capital in-
flows for a Triview capital fund for water
infrastructure. He recommended an ex-
pert review of whether tap fees could be
directed by accounting mechanisms to a
specific capital fund for water infrastruc-
ture without violating TABOR restric-
tions or any district loan agreements or
bond covenants.

Carmel noted that an additional
$1,500 of any tap fee paid by Classic
would be paid to Donala for its loan to
Triview for the recently completed expan-
sion of the Upper Monument Creek Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment Facility.

During public comments, a Jackson
Creek resident commented on his continu-
ing inability to get his six lawn sprinklers
to pop all the way up to water his yard.

At the end of the discussion, board
Chair Bob Eskridge told Stimple that the
board would go into executive session at
the end of the meeting to further discuss
these negotiations prior to voting on ap-
proval.

Financial reports
Some of the items Monument Treasurer

It's all in your FAVOR!

FALL IS UPON US and PRICES HAVE FALLEN
Get Reductions up to 60% in the
Fabulous PRESERVE at WALDEN

Choose from 6 New Home Lots

D Three 2-1/2 acre lots (81,84 and 86) are also ready for your
ultimate design and are offered at markdown prices.

In addition to reduced lot prices, building costs and financing are at
low, low levels. Call 460-6900 for a tour or added information.
What's more important than the lot chosen beneath
the Home of Your Dreams?

O o

O

Pamela Smith noted during her report

were:

*  Enterprise Fund revenues were down
19 percent through the end of June
compared to 2010.

* General Fund expenditures were
under budget by 10 percent, or
$163,000.

» Capital expenditures for well and
road improvements and the new Ag-
ate Creek Park were $117,651.

Triview received a July 28 notice from
the Colorado Water Resources & Power
Development Authority saying that it was
out of compliance with the loan covenants
for the 2006 and 2008 Water Pollution
Control Revolving Fund loans the au-
thority made to Triview. The authority’s
notice stated that the authority’s audit of
Triview’s most recently submitted quar-
terly accounting showed that Triview
must raise its user rates within 45 days
of this notice and be in effect within 60
days of this notice in order to come back
into compliance with the covenants. The
district must sustain cash reserves in the
loan reserve fund equal to 110 percent of
the sum of the four quarterly principal and
interest payments made to the authority
for the district’s loans.

Smith said she had shown the author-
ity that the district already has the cash to
pay this quarter’s loan. She said she had
directed all sales tax revenues from the
district general fund to the water fund to
build the loan reserves. She said she had
no other funds available to put into the
loan reserve fund. Smith said she could
bill constituents in arrears for water and
make a budget restatement. This would
show the additional money as an increase
in reserves by crediting more revenue to
the second half of 2011. She added that if
tap fees are converted to capital revenues
rather than water revenue, this loan re-
serve problem will be worse.

Carmel said he would work with
the authority staff on solutions that meet
proper accounting standards. Smith said
she would analyze how much reported re-
serves would change under her proposed
revised accounting method.

The board unanimously approved
Smith’s financial statements.

Two payments over $5,000 were ap-
proved:

e $7,099 to PSF Co. LLC for annual
concrete work

e $5904 to Felt, Monson, & Culichia
LLC for legal work

There was board consensus that all 20

firms that responded to Triview’s request

What Interest Rate

Do You Earn?

6.25"

for qualifications were qualified to provide
one year of district management services
similar to those currently being provided
by the Monument staff under an inter-
governmental agreement. The estimated
contract cost is $600,000.

Operations report

Some of the items Monument Public

Works Director Rich Landreth discussed

were:

*  Water production was lower than
normal in July due to more frequent
rain,

* The Well 8 transient voltage surge
suppressor has been removed and re-
turned to the manufacturer for evalu-
ation.

*  Water pressure on Saber Creek Drive
and Greenrock Place is now being
monitored and recorded to establish a
baseline for future comparisons after
the new Promontory Pointe pumps
are installed.

* A rebuilt blower will be installed at
the Upper Monument Creek Regional
Wastewater Treatment Facility to
replace one of the two blowers that
failed recently. The other replacement
blower will not be ordered until the
causes of the failures are determined.

* The work in Agate Creek Park has
been completed.

»  Patch repairs to Lions Tail Road have
been completed. A cap seal may be
installed in the future.

* A bid of $8,863 was received for re-
striping stop bars and crosswalks.

* A bid of $26,300 was received for
completing a sidewalk in Remington
Hills.

»  Cages have been installed on sprin-
kler system backflow prevention
devices in response to device thefts
that caused leaks resulting in losses
of about 400,000 gallons.

The board went into executive session

at 6:40 p.m. to discuss negotiations with

Classic.

After coming out of executive ses-
sion, the board unanimously approved and
signed the water infrastructure agreement
with Classic for Promontory Pointe.

sttt skt skok

The next Triview board meeting will be

held on Sept. 12 at 5 p.m. in Town Hall.

Meetings are normally held on the sec-

ond Tuesday of the month. Information:

www.triviewmetro.com

Jim Kendrick can be reached at

Jimkendrick@ocn.me
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By Jim Kendrick

On Aug. 9, the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility Joint
Use Committee (JUC) made a
final decision to postpone until
2012 construction of a $79,000
heated garage building. The
Monument Sanitation District
had asked that the project be
deferred at the July 12 JUC
meeting.

This postponement may be
exacerbated by an incomplete
sludge removal project that con-
cluded at the end of August. Each
owner district will have to pay a
larger amount for sludge removal
in 2012 than previously planned.

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as a separate public utility
and is jointly owned, in equal
one-third shares, by Monument
Sanitation  District,  Palmer
Lake Sanitation District, and
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District. The three-member JUC
acts as the board of the facility
and consists of one director from
each of the three owner districts’
boards: Dale Smith from Palmer
Lake, Lowell Morgan from Mon-
ument, and Jim Whitelaw from
Woodmoor. Typically, several
other district board members and
the district managers also attend
the meetings.

Monument Director Chuck
Robinove filled in for Morgan,
who was out of town.

Sludge removal delay
limits amount removed
Facility Manager Bill Burks
advised the JUC that there had
been a significant change in the
amount of sludge that would
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Tri-Lakes Joint Use Committee, Aug. 9

Garage construction postponed a year—or longer

be removed from the facility’s
facultative sludge lagoon during
the scheduled biennial dredging
operation. The start of the sched-
uled pumping and dewatering
operation to remove about 450
tons of sludge was delayed for
about a month by a coincident
turnover in facility personnel.
Three more days of pumping
were lost due to a winch problem
with the facility’s floating sludge
pump that dredges the bottom of
the sludge lagoon. Only 15 tons
had been removed on Aug. 9.

Background: Wastewater is
treated in aeration basins by
aerobic and anaerobic bacteria
that consume the hazardous ma-
terials and then die off at the end
of their life cycles. The treated
wastewater is then pumped to
downstream clarifiers. These
clarifiers separate the solids

from the treated wastewater
water using gravity. Rotating
scraper arms in the bottom of
the clarifiers move the solids to
other pumps that send them to
the storage and treatment lagoon
at the north end of the facility for
storage.

The sludge lagoon is also
aerated by separate air pumps
to provide additional treatment
by various bacteria that use the
separated solids as food. The
additional aeration and bacte-
rial digestion further refines
these separated solid wastes so
that they settle and collect at
the bottom of the lagoon. Water
from the sludge lagoon is re-
turned to the aeration basins for
further treatment before being
discharged as treated effluent to
Monument Creek.

After two years, the accu-

mulated solids at the bottom of
the sludge lagoon are safe enough
for direct land application as fer-
tilizer. This concentrated sludge
is pumped from the lagoon by a
floating maneuverable pump to a
holding tank and then to a mobile
dewatering filter press set up at
the facility every other year.
The sludge is de-watered and
pressed into a cake that is hauled
to agricultural areas for direct
land application. The separated
lagoon water squeezed out of
the sludge by the filter press is
pumped back to the Tri-Lakes
aeration basins to be mixed with

influent wastewater from each of
the three districts for more bacte-
rial treatment.

Contractor changed
The previous sludge removal
contractor, Parker Ag Services,
had recently doubled its rates
with little notice, which would
have resulted in a need for each
district to come up with much
more money than the amounts
included in their 2011 budgets
to pay for this year’s project.
Liquid Waste Management of-
fered a significantly lower rate
but still more than Parker Ag had
charged in 2009, so each district
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still had to pay more in 2011 than the amounts they had
already set aside in 2010 and the remaining amounts they
had budgeted for 2011 to pay for this year’s project.

However, Liquid Waste Management had specified
a termination date of not later than Aug. 31 for the Tri-
Lakes project. This date could not be extended because
the mobile dewatering filter assigned to the Tri-Lakes fa-
cility had already been contracted to another wastewater
facility in Denver on Sept 1.

Because of the delays, the amount of sludge that
would be removed this year will only be about 120 dry
tons. Burks noted that the filter press was functioning
very well.
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If only 330 tons were to be removed in 2012 for a
total of 450 tons, then another 450 tons would have to be
removed in 2013. An additional 225 tons would be added
to the sludge lagoon by the summer of 2012 and another
225 tons would be added by the following summer.

An alternative would be to remove enough sludge
in 2012 to return to a biennial schedule that would allow
sludge removal to be skipped in 2013. This would require
the removal of the 330 tons not removed this year plus
another 225 tons generated during the coming year. This
alternative would require removing a total of about 555
tons next summer.

The actual amount of sludge generated gradually
increases each year as new homes and businesses are
constructed in the service area of the Tri-Lakes facility.
However, the percentage each district pays each year for
its share of sludge removal (and other facility operating
costs) is fairly constant.

Budget issues for sludge

need to be resolved
This schedule slip has also created some budgeting prob-
lems for the three owner districts. Each year, the districts
usually set aside about half the money needed to pay their
share of the cost of removal every two years, after mak-
ing a budget assumption on what the costs will be in two

Rampart School of Music
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BONNIE ACKERMAN
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Call: (719) 329-8810

years. District shares of the cost of sludge removal are
based on the weight of the solid wastes removed from
each district’s wastewater.

However, only about one-fourth of the planned 450
tons was removed this year. Now each district must
budget for its share of the amount of money necessary
for another filter press mobilization in 2012, the cost to
remove about 330 tons in 2012, and the cost to remove
the 450 tons that will be added to the lagoon over the next
two years in 2013. Monument Sanitation District Man-
ager Mike Wicklund noted that the amount of operations
money needed next year for sludge removal would be
more than the amount saved this year.

This alternative would recover the lagoon to the
original schedule for 2013 that was based on removing all
450 tons by Aug. 31. The unexpected cost for unplanned
sludge removal by Liquid Waste Management in 2012 had
not been negotiated.

Another alternative would be to remove enough
sludge next summer to be able to skip sludge removal in
2013 to start a new biennial schedule. About 555 dry tons
would have to be removed in 2012—the 330 tons left in
the lagoon plus the 225 tons that will be added by next
summer.

Garage tabled again
Burks noted that he had recently talked to the architect
for the garage. He stated that construction could start
in about six weeks after the garage goes out for public
bids.

Smith said that Palmer Lake was ready to pay for
construction this year, based on previous garage delays
over the past two years. Woodmoor Assistant District
Manager Randy Gillette said his district would prefer to
“move forward with” the garage “if it needs to be built”
while Woodmoor has money available rather than wait
again for another year. Woodmoor has some very large

SE
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budgetary issues coming up in a
year or two for drinking water
projects and may not have money
for the garage at that time.

Wicklund stated that sludge
removal is an operational cost,
while building the garage is a
capital cost that uses money
from a separate capital fund.
The current lull in housing starts
has severely limited the capital
income from tap fees for each of
the three special districts. This
reality will most likely make it
hard for Monument to be able to
pay its share for the postponed
new garage in 2012.

Monument’s capital fund
was drained of about $400,000
due to paying cash for two
Wakonda Hills lift stations in
2010. These lift stations were
not eligible for a “shovel-ready”
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA) loan be-
cause the standard length of time
required for the state’s 208 Plan
review and approval process for
anew lift station site plan and the
associated engineering design
proposal far exceeded the EPA’s
“shovel ready” time limit. An ad-
ditional $20,000 in direct district
cost was incurred due to a two-
month delay in the lift station en-
gineering design review process
by the Water Quality Control
Division’s regional engineer.

Wicklund typically budgets
a very conservative $50,000
amount for annual tap fee rev-
enue. Actual revenue has typi-
cally been more than double that
amount for the past several years.
However, 2011 revenue has only
been $9,100.

Wicklund added that the new
garage is still not “an absolutely
necessary thing to be done right
now” in this “dire economy.”
The garage is still just something
“that is nice to have” with no real
cost benefit for building now that
will be gone in 2012. Wicklund
suggested getting temporary
storage containers.

Burks said temporary stor-
age would not be needed until
another blower, which would
cost about $100,000, is pur-
chased.

Wicklund asked the other
districts to help out Monument
and defer the construction to the
2012 budget to see if Synthes
will eventually pay the $44,000
tap fee that it was expected to
pay Monument last January.
He noted that Monument has
only received $9,100 in tap
fees in 2011 and that there is
also no evidence that the fore-
closed Willow Springs project

in the Monument district will be
started any time soon. The two
banks that have foreclosed on
the property have asked that the
county zoning and conceptual
plan hearing be continued until
Oct. 27. Wicklund said he would
rather have Monument spend
$30,000 on a new blower than
the garage.

Current user fees cover
Monument’s operational costs
at this time and there is no rea-
son to raise them at the present
time, Wicklund said. User fees
will most likely have to be
increased to cover increased
costs for additional nutrient and
copper removal due to tighter
restrictions when permit renewal
negotiations with the state begin.
Currently the state is three years
behind on discharge permit re-
newals, and it is not clear when
the Tri-Lakes permit will be
renewed.

There was consensus “to
table” a decision on construction

of a new permanent garage until
September.

The various written finan-
cial reports for July were unani-
mously approved.

Manager reports
Wicklund reported that Monu-
ment had received a copy of a
letter sent by the state to Synthes
directing the company to discon-
tinue dumping discharges from
their compressors to floor drains
and transporting the slurry from
their polishing and deburring
processes in portable plastic
tanks from an auxiliary build-
ing across Synthes Avenue to the
main building’s pre-treatment
area. The Synthes permit does
not allow for that. He added that
the new pre-treatment facility in
the Synthes auxiliary building
is already built but not hooked
up because Synthes has still not
paid the new tap fee to the Monu-
ment district.

Burks expressed surprise
that Synthes had still not con-
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nected the new pre-treatment fa-
cility he and Wicklund and EPA
inspectors had visited several
months ago. Wicklund noted that
dumping large tanks could create
a “slug” of very strong waste that
might be bypassed and released
to the domestic wastewater ser-
vice line and delivered to the Tri-
Lakes facility.

Wicklund also discussed the
closure of Monument Lake Road
during the county’s installation
of new stormwater culverts.
Monument has a currently un-
used lift station force main that
runs under the paved area and
old Crystal Creek culverts from
the Raspberry Point subdivision
to a manhole at the intersection
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of Third and Front Streets. The old culverts were rusted
and collapsing, and had created potholes in the road. It ap-
peared that the county had taken sufficient care to protect
the district’s force main that will remain buried below the
new culverts.

Gillette said Woodmoor would start the last portion
of this year’s program to rehabilitate district sewer mains
in the second half of August.

Burks’ July Discharge Monitoring Report showed
that the facility was operating at very high efficiency,
particularly with regard to ammonia and total inorganic
nitrogen. There was no detectable copper in the facility’s
effluent. BOD and suspended solids removal exceeded
99 percent; the requirement is 85 percent removal. The
average influent flow was 1.1 million gallons per day with

FREE LESSON!

Join me for a FREE piano or

voice lesson Sept. 16 & 17.

Choose a private lesson or
bring a friend.

Contact me to reserve a time.

(719) 235-1646

Sarah Groh

www.sarahgroh.com

All proceeds of this event go to assist many of our local non-profit
and educational organizations that otherwise would do without
essential programs and items.

=77 OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS

-
AT MR
Gold Sponsors: Bella Panini, Ent Federal Credit Union, Mya
Bella Cupcakes, On Target Solutions, Peak Value$ Magazine,
Picnic Basket, Texas Roadhouse, The Art of Chocolate, The Inn
at Palmer Divide, Tri-Lakes Printing, and Watson Recruiting.

hen 1 close my eves...

1 can still hear the people fclapping...
1 wore my mom’s make-up & my dad

a peak flow of 1.9 million gallons per day. The plant is
designed for a maximum flow of 4.2 million gallons per
day.

A large air line that feeds the whole plant failed in
late July. A smaller air line failed in the first week in Au-
gust. There was no permit violation but the plant perfor-
mance numbers will not be as good in the August reports
as they usually are.

There was also a temporary automatic control cable
failure to the ultraviolet (UV) lights that disinfect the
treated effluent. The failure disabled the alarm system for
UV system failure. The problem cable was disconnected
and replaced by a wireless signal connection between the
UV building and the plant’s computer system in the main
facility building.

A motor burned out in an automatic effluent sampler,
so the staff performed manual sampling while the motor
was being replaced.

Engineering consultant Tetra Tech Inc. will be set-
ting up a pilot plant to test the design of the proposed new
system for phosphorus removal in the secondary clarifi-
ers. A permit for operating the pilot plant for three to four
weeks is required from the state, but is not expected to
be an issue. The preliminary estimated amount of ferric
chloride to remove total phosphates will be about 1,000
gallons per week. Delivery trucks carry 4,000 gallons.
There was relief among those in attendance that a railroad
siding would not have to be constructed within the facility
for ferric chloride deliveries.

A containment building for the new facility storage
6,000 gallon tank will have to be built, probably west of
the administration building next to the interior road, with
pumps for each clarifier, telemetry, and possibly a backup
pump. A tentative location for construction of a fourth
clarifier would be south of the administration building.

A separate engineering and far more expensive solu-
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tion will still be required for total nitrogen removal when
the new Regulation 31 discharge limits become effective
in 2022.

Colorado Wastewater Utility Council

representative report
Jim Kendrick, Monument Sanitation District Operations,
reported on several of the issues raised recently during
the numerous state regulatory meetings he had attended
in Denver in the past month.

The new draft state Policy 96-1, Design Criteria,
that regulates the engineering design of new wastewater
plants and modification to existing plants expanded from
about 80 pages to over 253 pages, drastically limiting the
options professional engineers can use for the new far
tighter wastewater treatment restrictions being proposed
by the state and demanded by the EPA. Most of the stan-
dards listed by the state Water Quality Control Division
staff engineers, who typically have never had any practi-
cal operational experience at an engineering firm, are
referenced from state and federal documents, from East
Coast states, that are 10 to 15 years old and thus obsolete
as well as being inappropriate for Colorado’s climate and
geography.

Kendrick noted that earlier this year, long before this
draft was published, it took the state engineer two extra
months using the criteria in the old policy to analyze
whether to force Monument to increase the proposed
diameter of the force mains for the two Wakonda Hills
lift stations by 0.002 inch, a change that would result in
less than 1 percent of increased peak flow capacity, even
though a 50 percent safety factor had already been in-
cluded in the proposed design.

This delay cost the district $20,000, roughly Monu-
ment’s share of the proposed cost of the new garage for
the facility’s air compressors and manifolds. Had these
lift stations been funded with ARRA grant money rather
than the now depleted district capital reserves, it would
have resulted in a big federal loan compliance “night-
mare” violation.

Burks stated that Tetra Tech is aware of and review-
ing the new numerous design criteria restrictions. Wick-
lund said that its engineering consultant firm, GMS Inc.,
was also reviewing the negative ramifications of the new
policy. Kendrick added that the state staff will have many
more problems checking all the new design proposals for
the 274 plants in Colorado that will have to be modified in
the next few years.

These delays will make costs rise even more, rais-
ing rates for operational and capital project costs at the
plants. Right now the EPA will not consider requests for
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waivers of these new policies and regulations for reasons
of economic hardship unless the average monthly single-
family residential fees charged for wastewater exceed two
percent of the median gross family income, before taxes,
of a sanitation district.

Kendrick also noted that he had forwarded numerous
email notifications from Denver to the districts the night
of Aug. 8. “I just realized I’ve done to you what they do to
me before every meeting that I go to in Denver. I sent you
these emails with a fair chance that you couldn’t see them
before the meeting. Unlike what they do to me before
every meeting in Denver I’'m going to read them to you
rather than say your silence means you agree with these
emails.” He then read the emails that those in attendance
said they had not had time to see in their email inbox.

The topics discussed were:

* Is nitrogen a scientifically defensible limiting factor

or not?

e Is co-limitation by simultaneous total phosphorus
and total nitrogen numeric limits necessary, effec-
tive, or broadly applicable for control of algae?

« Is total nitrogen really toxic or is ammonia the only
toxic component that needs to be regulated?

*  Why won’t the Water Quality Control Division open
its databases for its new regulations for an indepen-
dent scientific peer review as required by the EPA’s
own Scientific Advisory Board?

*  The false claims of millions of dollars in additional
daily revenue from angler and boating tourist rev-
enue that will come to Colorado after phosphate and
nutrient concentrations.

Kendrick noted that the aquatic life in Monument Creek

at Baptist Road is identical to the aquatic life at the base

of the Monument Lake dam as shown in sampling per-

Monument Sanitation District, Aug. 18

Board wants to delay garage
construction

By Jim Kendrick
On Aug. 18, the Monument Sanitation District Board of
Directors confirmed that it no longer wanted to contrib-
ute to the cost of building a new garage at the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility this year, but will budget
for construction in 2012.

Board confirms construction delay request

Wicklund briefed the board on the discussions that
occurred on Aug. 9 at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility Joint Use Committee meeting regarding
the planned construction of a new storage garage. See the
JUC article on page 11 for details of this issue.

There was continued board consensus that construc-
tion of the garage should be postponed until next year
due to the recent serious decline in the amount of district
capital reserves.

Wicklund reported that the district’s new website
was in the final stage of development and should be avail-
able to constituents in September.

Overhead power line dilemma resolved
Wicklund said he had contracted with Mountain View
Electric Association to have it determine the cost of mov-
ing the overhead electric power line that provides power
to the district building. This overhead line crosses the
northeast corner of the adjacent lot to the south through a
district access easement that has existed since the district
building was constructed. MVEA’s fee for the prelimi-
nary design research was $200.

Both lots were vacant when purchased by the pre-
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vious owner. The owner built the district building with
a Second Street frontage and the adjacent doublewide
modular building on Washington Street, and then leased
them as rental properties. He created the prescriptive ac-
cess easement for the overhead power line to the Second
Street building through the rear of the Washington Street
lot. This overhead power line is well clear of the modular
building.

Recently, Rafael Dominguez, a member of the
Monument Board of Trustees, purchased the Washington
Street property. He plans to remove the vacant modular
building and build two new buildings on this lot. The
existing overhead district power line would interfere with
the planned rear building.

Since he purchased this lot, Dominguez has com-
plained several times during Board of Trustees meetings
about problems caused by the angled parking in front of
the district’s building. He has also stated to Wicklund that

v Man*
for your
Honey=-Do List?

Interior & Exterior
Painting, Carpentry,
Refinishing, Winterizing,
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Furniture and Toy Assembly %2
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Larry Blasgen
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formed recently by ecological consultant GEI Consulting.
This shows that the already low amounts of phosphates
being added to the creek by the Tri-Lakes facility are not
having any effect, much less a negative effect, he said.
This preliminary evidence also indicates that there is
most likely no need to add nitrate limits to the Tri-Lakes
facility’s next discharge permit, he said.
The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
sekskskokskoskoksksk

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Sept. 13 at the
Tri-Lakes WWTF conference room, 16510 Mitchell Ave.
Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the
month. Information: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.
Ny
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he will have the district’s on-lot tenant
parking places to the east along the alley
and to the west along Washington Street
eliminated by the town.

The board unanimously approved a
motion to have Wicklund provide a copy

By Candice Hitt

At the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District’s Aug. 22 meeting, the Colo-
rado Rural Water Association’s Source
Water Protection specialist, Kimberly
Mihelich, presented a final draft of the
Source Water Protection Plan to board
members. The board unanimously ap-
proved the plan, which can be viewed at
Woodmoorwater.com.

The district’s participation is volun-

By Jim Kendrick
At the Aug. 24 Donald Wescott Fire Pro-
tection District board meeting, there was
some relief that a building permit had

of the MVEA report to Dominguez and
tell him that he will have to pay for mov-
ing the district’s overhead power line out
of the district’s long-standing prescriptive
access easement, if he still wants it moved
out of the way of his new rear building.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:51
p.m.
skt stk skskoksk
The next meeting will be held on Sept. 22
at 7 p.m. in the district conference room,
130 Second St. Meetings are normally

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Aug. 22

Board approves Source Water Protection Plan

tary. The plan is considered to be a proac-
tive approach to preserving and prevent-
ing contamination of water.

Recognizing potential threats to the
water supply, the district has decided to
have a formal plan to ensure clean, good
quality drinking water sources for the
community. The goal of the plan is to
raise awareness of potential contamina-
tion sources, reduce pollution, increase
education on preventing contamination,

and promote good management practices
to improve the drinking water supply.

The state Health Department awards
a $5,000 grant to local water companies
for promotion of the plan. The money
helps to cover the cost of marketing.

Operations report
Assistant Manager Randy Gillette said 99
percent of the water for July was account-
ed for and meter reading was back online.
Wells 10, 16, and 17 are operational again.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Aug. 24

Building permit issued for new station; construction begins

finally been issued to Wescott general
contractor, Colarelli Construction, that
would allow construction to begin on
the new fire station that is being built on
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FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs!
EXPERIENCE you can count on!
We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 8 years!

@
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251 Front St #11-A, Historic Monument, 488-1822
Mon — Fri 10:00 — 5:00 Sat 9:00 — 3:30 or by Appointment
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

the northeast corner of Highway 83 and
Stagecoach Road. Colarelli had just begun
concrete work for the station foundation.
The building permit had been delayed un-
til the district obtained its well permit for
the five-acre property.

The total expenditure to date for the
station, fire apparatus, and fire equipment
is about $457,000. Expenditures are on
track for about $100,000 per month for the
rest of 2011.

In other financial matters, Admin-
istrative Assistant Cheryl Marshall said
the district had not yet received fed-
eral reimbursement for the deployment
of the district’s Type 6 brush truck to the
Horseshoes and Los Conchos wildfires in
Arizona/New Mexico and the deployment
of the district’s only water tender to the
Los Alamos fire in New Mexico. A total
of about $25,000 will be received for use
of these trucks.

Chief Vinny Burns noted the district’s
participation in the Beaver Creek wildfire
at the west end of Hay Creek Road about
two miles west of the [-25 Baptist Road
interchange starting on Aug 19. Burns
said there had been good collaboration by
all the fire departments in the North End
Group. Director Bo McAllister noted that
volunteer participation during this event
had been very good. Overall, there were
172 alarms in July.

held on the third Thursday of the month.
Information: 481-4886.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

There were no construction or subdivision
updates for July.
skskeoskeoskoskoskoskosksksk
The next regular board meeting will be
held at 1 p.m. Sept. 13 at the Woodmoor
Water and Sanitation District Office, 1845
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. For informa-
tion: 488-2525 or Woodmoorwater.com.
Candice Hitt can be reached at
candicehitt@ocn.me.

Burns reviewed the various 10-year
anniversary 9/11 commemorative events
that will occur at the America the Beau-
tiful Park in El Paso County and the two
stair climb events at the Qwest building
and Red Rocks plus the Governor’s Event
at Civic Center Park in Denver. The fol-
lowing weekend Wescott will participate
in the parade for International Association
of Fire Fighters memorial ceremony on
the northwest corner of Memorial Park in
Colorado Springs.

Burns noted that two Wescott teams
had qualified for the World Combat
Firefighter Challenge in Florida. The
firefighters will be doing fund raising to
supplement their personal expenses for
participating in this event.

Wescott’s firefighters will also be col-
lecting money for the annual Labor Day
Weekend Fill the Boot campaign to sup-
port the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55
p.m.

seskestefe sk ko skok
The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on
Sept. 28 in the Station 1 conference room,
15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the fourth Wednesday of the
month. Information: 488-8680.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Aug. 24

Property tax revenue
expected to decline

By Bernard L. Minetti

During the Aug. 24 meeting of the
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Board of Directors, Treasurer
John Hildebrandt said that the district
had received $3,095,878 (96 percent) of
the budgeted property tax revenues for
the year. His financial report represented
58.33 percent of the year’s budget.

Hildebrandt also noted that 2012
property tax revenue would decline by
$291,208. Fire Chief Robert Denboske
advised the board that this would require
“belt tightening” for the upcoming year.

Hildebrandt said specific ownership taxes
received thus far amounted to $164,403 or
59.97 percent of the 2011 budget. Ambu-
lance revenues amounted to $360,955, or
73.66 percent of the budgeted amount.
Hildebrandt advised the board that
administrative expenses remain high
due to the payment of liability insurance,
county treasurer’s fee, and workers comp
insurance. Ambulance collections and the
county treasurer’s fees were high for the
year to date because revenues were high.
Medical expenses were higher due to the
purchase of a maintenance contract and
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associated supplies.

All utilities expenses were in line
with projections. Fuel costs were up 20.77
percent (up 15 percent in July) for fire
and 24.7 1 percent (up 19 percent in July)
for medical to date. Most payments over
the annual budget are due to insurance
policy payments and one-time contract
payments

Hildebrandt concluded his report by
stating that overall expenses were at 58.13
percent and 0.20 percent under the 2011
budget.

By Jim Kendrick

On Aug. 15, the Monument Board of
Trustees unanimously approved Classic
Homes’ proposed amendment to the final
planned development (PD) site plan the
board had previously approved for John
Laing Homes before the project went
bankrupt.

There was only one public comment
during the hearing, and that was regard-
ing potential overcrowding at the D-38
Bear Creek Elementary School in Jackson
Creek, rather than any detail of the Clas-
sic site plan. This was in stark contrast
to the standing room-only crowds that
attended Landco, Pulte Homes, and John
Laing Homes site plan hearings to protest
angrily.

The informational presentations by
the following individuals were very simi-
lar to those they had made at the Planning
Commission on Aug. 10:

*  Tom Kassawara, director of Develop-
ment Services

*  Mark Carmel, district manager, Triv-
iew Metropolitan District

*  Doug Stimple, CEO, Classic Compa-
nies Inc.

* Joe Loidolt, president, Classic Com-

Officer Manager Jennifer Martin said
the district’s firefighters will be support-
ing the Muscular Dystrophy Association
with the annual Fill the Boot event Sept.
1-3 to raise money for “Jerry’s kids.”

Martin said that on the anniversary
of Sept. 11, at 7:05 a.m., there will be an
American Legion flag raising ceremony at
Fire Station 1, 18650 Highway 105.

The Historic Monument Chili Coo-
koff will take place from 11 am. to 3
p.m. Sept. 17 at Limbach Park. Commu-
nity chili teams will compete for awards

and prizes. The tasting fee is $5. District
Board President Charlie Pocock will have
a booth serving chili and salsa.

Denboske said total personnel train-
ing hours amounted to 361.5. Of that total,
224.5 were fire/all hazard specific, 129
were EMS specific, and eight were physi-
cal fitness hours. Denboske noted that this
report compared favorably with previous
reports.

The board then adjourned to an ex-
ecutive session to discuss negotiations
with a local organization.

Monument Board of Trustees, Aug. 15

Promontory Pointe final site plan amendment approved

panies Inc.

* Jerry Novak of Classic’s development
services group

The questions asked by the trustees were

very similar to the questions asked by the

planning commissioners.

See the article on the Aug. 10 Monu-
ment Planning Commission hearing
on below and the article on the Aug. 9
Triview Metropolitan District hearing on
page 9 for details of the proposed final PD
site plan amendment and the conditions
recommended by the staff and Planning
Commission.

A condition was added that a base-
ment of not less than 50 percent of the
main floor square footage, not counting
garage space, would be included in every
home.

Larry Small, a former Colorado
Springs city councilman, gave a presenta-
tion on recent developments for the Foun-
tain Creek Watershed, Flood Control, and
Greenway District. This is a new large
multi-jurisdictional district. He asked the
board to support the activities of the dis-
trict board.

The board unanimously approved an-
nual liquor license renewals for:

Monument Planning Commission, Aug. 10

Promontory Pointe major site
plan amendment approved

By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Planning Commission
approved a request for a major site plan
amendment for Promontory Pointe by
Classic Homes on Aug. 10 by a 5-2 vote.
This hearing was far less heated and con-
troversial than the numerous annexation
and site plan hearings that preceded it over
many years.

Three previous developers—Landco,
Pulte Homes, and John Laing Homes—
failed to develop the property. Landco has
had problems associated with the new U.S.
Olympic Committee building in Colorado
Springs. John Laing Homes has gone bank-
rupt.

All seven commissioners were pres-
ent.

On Aug. 9, Classic received approval
for revising the water infrastructure agree-
ment made by Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict with John Laing Homes (see page 9 for
details). After this meeting and the Board
of Trustees hearing on Aug. 15 (see page 17
for details), Classic purchased the parcel on
Aug. 31 from the bank that foreclosed on
John Laing Homes. Classic intends to start
building homes adjacent to Baptist Road in
September.

Use the “exact phrase” button at
the top right of the OCN home page
(www.ocn.me) to search the phrase
“Promontory Pointe” to review about 40
OCN articles that chronicle the history of
the town’s annexation and site plan hearing
for the former Walters Ranch property.

Amendment 1 hearing

Joe Loidolt, president of Classic Compa-
nies Inc., represented the applicant, MREC
Classic Promontory LLC, in seeking a
major amendment to the most recently
approved Final PD Site Plan for Promon-
tory Pointe. The land owners are David W.
Isbell @ Hogan and Hartson LLP—Monu-
ment al Development Inc. and WL Homes
LLC, doing business as John Laing Homes
(in receivership).

The primary change requested was
to eliminate the John Laing Homes archi-
tectural elevations that were incorporated
into the final PD site plan recorded with
the county. Classic does not build John La-
ing models. The Classic models proposed
for this development are about 10 percent
smaller due to prevailing real estate market
conditions. The Classic models will con-
form to the design guidelines, but specific
elevations and architectural designs are

*  Monument Liquor Mart, 15756 Jack-
son Creek Parkway

» Safeway Store No. 1440, 624 High-
way 105

» Texas Roadhouse Holdings, LLC,
16196 Jackson Creek Parkway

»  King Soopers No. 77, 1070 W. Baptist
Road

» 7-Eleven Store 320308A, 283 High-
way 105

Treasurer Pamela Smith presented the

monthly sales tax report. The board

unanimously approved two payments over
$5,000:

*  $134,596 to Triview Metropolitan
District for June sales tax ($127,714),
July motor vehicle tax ( not to exceed
$6,500), and July Regional Building
Department sales tax ($382)

*  $5,000 to Pikes Peak Regional Water
Authority for the town’s contribution
to an investigation of the Southern
Delivery System.

Staff reports and updates
Kassawara reported that three single-
family residential land use permits were
issued in July, all in Triview. The total for
the year is now 15, with eight in Triview.

The closing on the Vistas Apartments

sk seoksk koo

The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District Board meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 26, at
the Administration Center at 166 Second
St. in Monument. For further information
regarding this meeting, contact Martin at
719-484-0911.
Bernard Minetti may be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

in Jackson Creek was expected to occur
by the end of August. The board has al-
ready approved this 177-unit apartment
building complex, located by the Jackson
Creek Crossing building on north Leather
Chaps Drive. Construction could start as
early as September.

Note: The Aug. 25 Board of County Com-
missioners hearing on Willow Springs
was continued to Oct. 27. The town will
continue to emphasize the importance of
Mitchell Avenue and the train blockages
of Second Street.

Public Works Director Rich Landreth
reported that the staff is monitoring water
pressures throughout northeast Jackson
Creek to establish a baseline before Prom-
ontory Pointe construction begins.

The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m.

sk skeoksk koo
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m.
on Sept. 6 at Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite
Road. Meetings are normally held on the
first and third Monday of the month. In-
formation: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted at
Jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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o Receive a PANDORA barrel clasp
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PANDORA jewelry Sept. 8-18.

Open Sept. 15 for Art Hop, 5-8 pm.

Charms shown on bracelet are sold separately. Good while supplies
last; limit one per customer; bracelet upgrades are not permitted.
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no longer being required in PD -
site plans by the town staff since
former Mayor Byron Glenn re-
signed.

Some of the changes to the
design guidelines that Classic
proposed were:

The minimum square foot-
age for one-story homes
drops from 1,800 to 1,600,
excluding basement square
footage.

The minimum square foot-
age for two-story homes

NEPCO

Northern El Paso County Coalition
of Community Associations

Your Neighborhood
HOA Resource

HOA Presidents Roundtable

Presidents of local homeowner associations share
their experiences with HOA issues, approaches,
problems, solutions, and best practices.

NEFPCO

« Saturday, Sept. 10 Open to the public
« 10 a.m. to hoon
« Gleneagle Golf Club, 345 Mission Hill

Way in Gleneagle
(Take Gleneagle Dr. south then west on Mission Hill Way)

For more information, visit www.nepco.org
or call NEPCO President Dave Powell af 488-2269.

the Gavden
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drops from 2,000 to 1,800,
excluding basement square
footage.

Elevations facing a street
or open space must have
a minimum of 10 percent
masonry (natural or cul-
tured stone, brick, or other
materials)—down from 25
percent.

Stucco is strongly encour-
aged.

Stucco and siding are still
not allowed on the same
building.

Not more than 60 percent
of one elevation may be
composed of garage doors,
up from a maximum of 35
percent.

Minimum  front  porch
zones are decreased from
50 square feet to 20 square
feet.

The “no-build” zones along
the eastern boundary have
been revised to further min-
imize their visual impact
on adjacent Kingswood lot
Views.

The number of construction
phases increases from two
to five.

A rear yard landscape plan
must be provided to Devel-
opment Services by the lot
owner. The previous rear
yard landscape require-
ment was “30 percent land-
scaped.”

The number of building lots
dropped from 274 to 267,
recognizing that seven lots
were not really suitable for
houses, which will preserve
attractive rock outcrop-
pings.

The lengths of several
streets were reduced to
eliminate some steep grades
and retaining walls in the
Phase 5 at the north end of
the project.

While not a factor that
could be considered by any
planning commissioner,
home prices will drop from
$300,000 to $400,000 to
$270,000 to over $300,000.

The requirement for land-

scaping areas in the center
of cul-de-sacs was eliminat-
ed due to problems caused
for snow plows, fire trucks,
and moving vans.

Some of the other significant
issues noted in the staff report
were:

The applicant was asked to
contact the homeowners as-
sociation for the Homestead
at Jackson Creek subdivi-
sion to discuss the possibil-
ity of reintroducing a trail in
the northwest portion of the
site. The trail addition may
be considered with regard
to potential regrading of the
lots in this area.

The applicants have coordi-
nated with El Paso County
Parks Department on the
timing of construction of the
regional trail that will run
through the development.
Some rehabilitation of the
abandoned  infrastructure
already installed by another
developer will be needed.

Project information
Total acres — 117 acres

Net acreage — 91.8 acres
Gross density — 2.28 dwell-
ings per acre

Net density — 2.91 dwellings
per acre

Residential lots — 70 acres
— 60 percent

Gross open space — 21.8
acres — 19 percent
Right-of-way — 25.1 acres
— 21 percent

Tom Kassawara, director of

Development

Services, and

Karen Griffith, principal plan-
ner, explained how the proposal
met all the criteria in the review
and approval criteria analysis.
There were no significant refer-
ral agency issues.

The following conditions of

approval were recommended by
the staff:

All referral agency com-
ments shall be addressed
to the satisfaction of staff,
including the Town Public
Works Department includ-
ing startup of dormant water
and sewer systems, cleanup

of the stormwater system
and detention ponds, and
treatment of noxious weeds.
The booster pumps for the
potable water distribution
systems must be addressed
prior to the issuance of a
land use permit for Phases 4
and 5.

The developer shall coop-
erate with the town and
Triview to address existing
water pressure problems
in affected areas of the
Homestead at Jackson Creek
subdivision, if they can be
remedied by a Promontory
Pointe booster system.

If any negative effects on
existing water pressure in
Jackson Creek are noticed
by the town or Triview,
these must be addressed by
the applicant before any fur-
ther infrastructure develop-
ment in Promontory Pointe
can take place.

Approval is subject to the fi-
nal approval of engineering
plans by town staff for the
remainder of the develop-
ment not yet approved. This
includes finalization of the
drainage and grading plans,
and plans for the rehabilita-
tion of the partially com-
pleted infrastructure, which
must be approved prior to
issuance of a certificate of
occupancy for the first home
in Phase 1.

Gleneagle Drive must be
built to the northern limits
of phase 3 and phase 4 to
provide access to all homes
in each phase.

Gleneagle Drive must be
built to the northern limits
of Phase 5 if Gleneagle
Drive is extended all the
way from Higby Road to the
northern limit of Phase 5.

A site plan improvement
agreement hall be approved
by town staff and executed
prior to recording of the
final PD site plan amend-
ment.

The developer and, ulti-
mately, the homeowners as-
sociation, shall be required
to maintain the specialty
pavement at the entrance
to the development on Gle-
neagle Drive.

Adjustments to the home
locations (building enve-
lopes) on the eastern side of
Promontory Pointe may be
administratively —approved
to address Kingswood hom-
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eowners’ concerns.

* Approval is subject to any necessary technical cor-
rections to be approved by staff.

Triview District Manager Mark Carmel gave a presenta-
tion on actions taken by the Triview staff and board on
Aug. 9 to ensure that all infrastructure, particularly water
infrastructure, in Promontory Pointe is properly designed
and adequately funded. He also noted that a new water
tank would be installed for Promontory Pointe and Sanc-
tuary Pointe before the start of phase 4. See the Triview
article on page 9 for details.

Loidolt and Classic CEO Doug Stimple gave the
applicant’s presentation primarily explaining the market-
ing philosophy and related specifics that Classic believes
are essential for homes to be sold in the current real estate
market. Some of the specifics they mentioned were:

* Laing’s models included a single garage that was
perpendicular to a front-facing double garage, which
they say has proven to be impractical and unpopular.
Classic models with three-car garages have both
doors facing the street that required an increase in

the percentage for garage doors.

*  Several builders, including custom builders, will be
constructing homes, but all will conform to the de-
sign guidelines in the PD site plan.

* Large front porches are fairly expensive and homes
without them can be very attractive. Models with
large front porches will be offered by the builders.

*  Not all buyers want or can afford a full basement. All
homes will have at least a half basement.

*  Quality will be the same, but sizes will be reduced
slightly to achieve prices that are affordable.

During public comments, several citizens who live in

or near Jackson Creek or Kingswood expressed concern

about the new homes in Promontory Pointe being cheaper
than the nearby existing homes in other subdivisions,
which will lower surrounding property values and inhibit
prompt resales as well as create additional growth prob-
lems for commuting, schools, and emergency services.

An increase in foreclosures and short sales may result.
Most Jackson Creek residents complained about wa-

ter pressure problems becoming worse and the grading

Palmer Lake Town Council, Aug. 11

2010 audit approved

By David Futey
On Aug. 11, the Palmer Lake Town Council unanimously
approved the town’s 2010 audit. There was a long discus-
sion regarding the problems associated with horns being
sounded when trains cross County Line Road.
Trustees Max Stafford and Dennis Stern were ex-
cused from the meeting.

Council approves 2010 financial audit
By unanimous decision, the council approved the finan-
cial audit presented by Dean Johnson, representing the
accounting firm of Johnson, Holscher & Co. PC. During
his brief presentation, Johnson presented a financial sum-
mary to the board. Among his statements, Johnson said
that due to the loss of Town Clerk Della Gray, he and the
town staff “had to pick up the pace to get the audit filed
in time for the state.” In his conclusion, Johnson said the
“town was going in the correct (financial) direction.”

Johnson highlighted certain 2010 end-of-year fund
numbers. He said the General Fund had $660,493 in total
liabilities and fund equity with $536,295 in total liabili-
ties and $124,198 in fund equity. The Road Improvement
Fund had a total of $274,669 in total fund equity. The
Nonmajor Governmental Fund had a total fund equity of
$196,215. The total net assets of governmental activities
were $19,674.

The total revenue for the General Fund was
$1,068,708, with a portion of that transferred to the
water fund. Road improvement revenue was $379,573.
Nonmajor Governmental revenue was at $42,604. The
total taxes received in the General Fund were $1,014,361,
with total revenue of $1,068,708. The General Fund rev-
enue increased $19,000 over the 2009 actual revenue of
$1,049,452.

Among other funds Johnson mentioned were the
Conservation Trust Fund that had an ending fund bal-
ance of $57,130; the Drainage Fund had $1,619; the Lake
Maintenance Fund had $1,684; and the Lucy Owen fund
ended with $36,060.

Join US
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Community Together

St. Matthias
Episcopal Church
18320 Furrow
Road Monument
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$20 OFF first cleaning of $100 or more.
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Discussion on railroad quiet zone

After a discussion lasting more than an hour, the council
voted 4-1 to provide conditional support for a railroad
quiet zone at the County Line Road crossing, without
committing town funds. Trustee Richard Kuester voted
against the support, saying he was concerned that addi-
tional staff time and support would be used for searching
and writing grants for this project. In subsequent discus-
sion it was stated that staff time would not be used for
such a purpose.

The support conditions provide, in part, that the
council would have the opportunity to review any grant
applications put forth by citizens and requiring munici-
pal support, to determine if any funding or matches are
required, and that the town would not be financially im-
pacted in any way with this project.

In the discussion, Palmer Lake resident Jerry Davis
provided an overview of the quiet zone where supplemen-
tal safety measures could be applied in lieu of train horn
blowing. Davis initially approached council on this mat-
ter in March 2011. (http://www.ocn.me/v11n4.htm#pltc).
Davis said if a safety zone were enacted, the train could
still blow its horn for any safety concern.

Davis requested feedback from the council on meet-
ing notes and a proposal from a meeting that occurred six
weeks ago between citizens interested in the quiet zone
and Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich.

Mayor John Cressman said that he “thought it looked

TheGlassGuruofCS.com

Tri-Lakes Business Incubator
Get with “The Program!”
Open House
Mon., Sept. 12, 5:30-7:30 pm
14960 Woodcarver Road

We will introduce our new business growth program and define
what that means for you and your small business!

There will be presentations by SCORE, Colorado SBDC, SBA,
Tri-Lakes Chamber, Colorado PTAC, CS Regional EDC,
Tri-Lakes EDC, and the CS Technology Incubator.
RSVP by Sept. 5 to Heather McEntee,
TLBI Manager at 481-4877 x100

or info@trilakesbi.org

3
Sponsored by ‘i Tri-Lakes
gt usiness Incubator

*A 501¢3 Non-Profit Corp.
supporting businesses
in the Tri-Lakes Area.

already done by Laing, with most stating that they had no
idea the lots would be so high relative to Jackson Creek.

Stimple and Loidolt agreed to new conditions that
would make the maximum building height 30 feet for a
one-story home and require all homes to have at least a
half basement for adequate in-house storage.

The commissioners approved the final PD site plan
amendment with the proposed and added changes by a
vote of 5-2, with Commissioners Glenda Smith and Becki
Tooley opposed.

The commissioners also unanimously approved two
proposed revisions to the town code for the chapters on
site plans and site development standards.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

seksk skoksko ok sk
The next meeting will be held on Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in
Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are normally held
on the second Wednesday of the month. Information:
884-8017
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me

Monument Hill
Farmers Market!
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Every Saturday 8 am-2 pm
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expensive for a town that does not have a
lot of money.” Later, Cressman said the
cost to redo the crossing would be “sig-
nificant.” Cressman said “I’d love to see
a pedestrian bridge” because “I'm really
concerned about people walking across
the tracks and somebody getting hit one

of these days.”

It would cost $7,000 to $10,000 for
a consulting engineer study alone, with
Union Pacific wanting an additional
$10,000 for its engineering review of any
proposal. Thus a minimum of $17,000
is required to start the review process.

GINC LiveWell.

Diet - Sports Nutrition - Herbs - Vitamins
New at GNC Monument

Cellucor & Eight Ball Nutrition
FREE body fat analysis!
NEW everday low pricing on select items!
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Located in Palmer Lake two miles west of 1-25 exit 163.

Trustee Nikki McDonald said “the town

does not have the money” to support a re-

view or the crossing construction given all
the other town priorities for utility infra-
structure replacement. She said she “lives

a block away and you get used to it.” She

has lived in town 32 years in the same lo-

cation. She said she was open to residents
raising the money for a quiet zone through
citizen contributions and grants.

Davis said readings of 100 decibels
have been measured across the lake when
the horn blows. He also noted that the
horn disturbs town events that occur in
the vicinity of the lake and might have an
economic impact. Davis said he enjoys the
trains but not the horn.

Cressman restated that a major con-
cern regarding the trains is people cross-
ing the tracks, which is illegal. There is no
pedestrian crossing between Monument
and County Line Road. Davis said educa-
tion could be applied to address the track
crossing.

Other comments during the discus-
sion:

* A suggestion that grant funding from
the State Energy and Mineral Impact
Assistance Fund, Union Pacific and
other sources might be available.
Trustee McDonald said, “If it can be
done with grants, great! There are so
many priorities in this town besides
the aesthetics of the train horn.”

*  Trustee Coleman said “the railroad
has been here over 120 years, with
houses intentionally built adjacent to
the tracks.” Coleman said he moved
to Palmer Lake to be closer to the
trains. Davis suggested Coleman is
probably in the minority of those lik-
ing the horn.

*  Coleman said the existing two cross-
ing signals cost $295,000 and the
four signals required for a quiet zone,
coupled with drainage mitigation is-
sues, would be even more expensive.
He added that the railroad would
probably require a fence to be built on
both sides of the track by the lake.

* A town resident suggested that “some
(homeowners) have been misled
when buying a home regarding the
train horn.”

* A lifelong resident of Palmer Lake
favored the horn. She related her
experience growing up in town and
walking the tracks with the train horn
acting as an early alert. She also said
that to her the “horn brings comfort.”

* Davis said 40 percent of residents
responding to the 2009 town survey
said the train horn was too loud. Note:
37 percent of respondents said they
felt a Partial Quiet Zone is needed
at the County Line Road crossing.
Davis suggested the other 60 percent
probably tolerate it. (www.ocn.me/
v10n3.htm#pltc)

* A widening of County Line Road was
ruled out because an island could not
be installed due to trucks being un-
able to make the turn from Highway

105 to County Line Road without

driving over the island.

» Town resident Bruce Hoover asked,
“How can citizens be heard on this
priority (the quiet zone)? Because the
concern is a lot bigger than the hand-
ful of citizens you see here tonight.
It’s widespread. I can bring you a
petition. This is quality of life, this is
safety, this is health.”

During the discussion it was brought up
that a group of businesses was working
on an initiative for a pedestrian bridge
to be built over the tracks. This proposal
was originally suggested and supported
by the council two years ago but has not
been brought up recently. Fundraisers are
being conducted to support building the
pedestrian bridge with a sidewalk.

Cressman said that “as a citizen and
council member” he was for a pedestrian
bridge for the “safety and well-being of
the town.” He said the horn is an annoy-
ance. He also raised a concern that grant
funding for either of these proposals, the
quiet zone or the bridge, would most likely
come from the same grant sources.

Subsequent citizen comment ques-
tioned whether both initiatives would be
funded through the same grants as stated
by the mayor.

There was consensus that additional
research is needed regarding grant fund-
ing and whether a town matching contri-
bution is required for any phases of the
grants being “pursued.”

Council approves two

business licenses, denies one

By unanimous decision, the council ap-
proved the following business licenses:

* The Traveling Sea, represented by

Hilary Penner.
*  Bresnahan Appraisal Service, repre-
sented by Carolyn Bresnahan.

By unanimous decision, the council
denied a business license for SECAM.
Chris Szeremy, representing SECAM,
was requesting a dispensary license in
his medical marijuana cultivation facility.
After a discussion and review of the town
ordinance, the license request for adding
a retail center within a cultivation facil-
ity was denied, since another cultivation
facility already exists within 500 feet of
SECAM’s cultivation facility. Establish-
ing another retail location would violate
this restriction in the ordinance.

Update on the Clean and
Green Grant; extension and re-

application approved

Leigh Holden provided the council with
a status report on the Clean and Green
Grant that was awarded to the town by the
El Paso County Community Development
Block Grant Program. Holden was hired
to administer the grant and coordinate the
construction activities.

In total, the town received 32 $1,000
grants for minor home repairs, energy
efficiency improvements, and landscap-
ing that were supposed to be completed
by Sept 15. To date 18 projects had been
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completed, with reimbursement
to contractors in process. Of the
remaining projects, eight were
expected to be finished by the
end of August. There are prob-
lems with completing the other
six projects, including preserva-
tion issues.

As a result of these prob-
lems, Holden requested a three-
month extension. Holden also
stated that applications for the
2012 grant cycle are due at the
beginning of September. The
town needed to decide whether
it wanted to continue in the grant
process.

By unanimous decision, the
council approved:

*  The requested extension of
the Clean and Green Grant
for three months.

* A motion to re-apply for
the 2012 Clean and Green
Grant.

Comcast franchise

agreement
By unanimous decision, the
council approved a new fran-
chise agreement with Comcast.
The new agreement will impose
a 5 percent town franchise fee on
Comocast bills for 10 years.

Request for adoption
of Pikes Peak Regional

Building codes
Pikes Peak Regional Building
representatives Todd Welch and
Jim Pepper requested that the
council adopt the 2009 Interna-
tional Building Code with local
amendments. The local amend-

ments were put together after
review of the international code
and input from contractors and
others. The request will be added
as a consent item for the Sept. 8
council meeting.

Committee reports
Cressman asked Town Attorney
Larry Gaddis to review the con-
tract with Tetra Tech Inc. This
engineering firm is requesting
an additional $80,000 in fees re-
garding engineering on the water
treatment plant.

Cressman also announced
that Water Supervisor Steve Or-
cutt is going to dredge the “first
reservoir” in September. Orcutt
does not want any foot traffic go-
ing up to the reservoirs because
the material being dredged will
be spread on the hiking trail.
This “construction zone” process

will take “a couple weeks.” No
dates for closing the trail have
been determined. The dates will
be announced and posted.
Economic Development: Eco-
nomic Development Trustee
Michael Maddox said he called
40 Palmer Lake businesses and
asked for input regarding the
town. Thus far he had received
a request to improve drainage on
the streets and to plow dirt roads
only when there are 6 inches or
more of snow on them.

Maddox  purchased the
VisitPalmerLake.com  website,
which will have events, trail
information, and coupons for
discounts at certain local mer-
chants. Related bumper stickers
with VisitPalmerLake.com are
being printed with coupons from
four businesses on the backside.

Benedictine Spirituality Center
in the Pines

A Ministry of Benet Hill Monastery

Scripture Studies

Contemplative Vision
¢ Centering Prayer
¢ Lectio Divina

Retreats

Why Wait?
Embark on a Journey of Spiritual Wholeness
this September

¢ 1stTen Books of the Old Testament
¢ The Hebrew Prophets: God’s Voice to Us
¢ Walking the Scriptures with Benedict: Biblical Hospitality

¢ Engaging Spirituality

¢ Labyrinth: Walking in the Moonlight—Sept 10 to 20
¢ Centering Prayer—Oct. 14 to 16
¢ Tony D’Souza: Sacred Living—0ct. 28 to 30

registrations@benehillmonastery.org or call the monastery.

benethillmonastery.org
633-0655 Ext. 132

Benet Hill Monastery
3190 Benet Lane Colorado Springs, CO 80921

The advertising businesses offset
the printing costs of the bumper
stickers.

Maddox, along with Alicia
Gatti of The Depot, American
Legion Post Commander Jon
Maucher, and Fine Arts Center
Board Trustee Vic Tise, are
planning a variety of events in
November to honor veterans.

Maddox is planning a major
arts conference with various
Palmer Lake businesses. The
conference, which will include

art presenters, musicians, au-
thors, and breakout sessions, is
tentatively scheduled for March
2012.
Police: Police Trustee McDon-
ald said an estimated crowd of
20,000 attended Fourth of July
events in the town. The Police
Department received very few
calls for the use of illegal fire-
works.

Cressman said that citizens
have expressed concerns about
drivers not stopping at stop

251 Front Street, Historic Downtown Monument
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signs. Town Clerk Tara Berreth said ticketing for that
violation has increased.

Roads: Cressman read the Roads report. Of note, grading
and dust control has been completed on Walnut, Virginia,
Corso, Milton, Dixie and High streets.

Fire: Fire Trustee Richard Kuester said volunteer hours
totaled 2,276 for the month, with a total of 13,192 hours
year-to-date. The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment currently has 18 active members and 13 candidate
members. Cale Lohman and Chris Richey became the
newest members at the August business meeting.

Town staff reports
At the request of Berreth and by unanimous decision,

the council passed a motion to place a lien on the Inn at
Palmer Divide, owned by Al Fritts, for $13,017 in delin-
quent bed taxes. Berreth had made arrangements with the
owner for back tax payments, but the last check received
by Berreth was on May 5.

Berreth asked the council to consider providing the
Fireworks Committee with one sum of money, possibly
$5,000, because the “in-kind” contributions of staff
time, fences, and signage from the town for Fourth of
July events is estimated to exceed $10,000. The Town of
Monument also provides $5,000 but gets reimbursed for
Monument police staff time.

Bookkeeper Linda Firth said, in effort to simplify
accounting, she consolidated bank accounts, closing six

accounts to date, after talking with the auditor. She has
also consolidated 10 of 20 town funds. A Request for
Proposal (RFP) for auditing services has been posted and
sent to five auditor firms. As a probable result of seeking
another auditing firm based on the RFP, Firth said the
council should expect that the “audit dollars will increase
considerably.” She will be starting meetings with trustees
for formulation of the 2012 budget.

The meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.

skeskeoskeoskoskokoskoksksk

The next regular council meeting will be Oct. 13 at 6:
30 p.m. in Town Hall. Information: www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us or call 481-2953.

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Aug. 5

$800,000 settlement with THF Realty ratified

By Jim Kendrick
On Aug. 5, many months of contentious negotiations
regarding a lawsuit with THF Realty coupled with nu-
merous Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority
(BRRTA) executive sessions on establishing negotiation
positions came to an end.

BRRTA attorney Jim Hunsaker, of the Grimshaw
and Harring PC law firm in Denver, gave a succinct his-
tory of the THF matter and recommended formal ratifica-
tion of a previously negotiated and signed “full and final
settlement” of $800,000 to THF for loss of road access to
its former Foxworth-Galbraith hardware store property
due to elimination of the Struthers frontage road on the
northeast corner of the I-25 Baptist Road interchange.

The board unanimously ratified, without discussion,
the settlement that Hunsaker said it had approved “two
weeks ago” by email after the July 1 BRRTA meeting.

The BRRTA board is composed of three El Paso
county elected officials and two members of the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees. The current membership is:

* District 1 County Commissioner Darryl Glenn

* District 4 County Commissioner Dennis Hisey

*  County Clerk and Recorder Wayne Williams

*  Monument Mayor Travis Easton

*  Monument Trustee Jeff Kaiser

Denise Denslow, of R.S. Wells L.L.C. in Greenwood Vil-
lage, provides district manager services. Carrie Bartow,
of Clifton Gunderson LLP, provides accounting and fi-
nancial management services.

Williams and Bartow arrived after the meeting
started at 2:30 p.m. because of the routine daily afternoon
traffic delays on I-25 from Exit 150 to Exit 163. There was
board and staff consensus that Glenn and Hisey must con-
tinue to be advocates for adding a third lane to I-25 along
this corridor and that this needs to remain a high priority
for the Board of County Commissioners, the Pikes Peak
Area Council of Governments, and the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation (CDOT).

Background
BRRTA was created to provide a funding mechanism for
the design and construction of improvements to Baptist
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Road, an El Paso County road. However, BRRTA’s road
use fees can be collected on a property only one time—at
the start of new construction. These meager fees are the
only source for BRRTA’s operating revenues and are
currently sufficient to cover little more than consultant,
administrative, legal, and accounting costs. BRRTA col-
lects no property tax.

BRRTA paid for the four-lane engineering design to
widen Baptist Road east of I-25, exhausting all the capital
reserves it had built up from road use fees over BRRTA’s
first 10 years of existence. The other 95 percent of the
$10.7 million construction cost for widening Baptist Road
was made available to BRRTA by the Pikes Peak Rural
Transportation Authority (PPRTA). The construction
contract for widening Baptist Road was administered by
county staff.

County staff also administered the construction of
the new four-lane segment of Struthers Road that re-
placed the now abandoned old segment of the two-lane
county frontage road south of Baptist Road. This new
four-lane section of Struthers that connects Northgate
Road to Jackson Creek Parkway was also paid for with
PRRTA funds.

Actual funding for BRRTA’s subsequent expan-
sion of the state’s 1-25 Baptist Road interchange and
contract management by a consultant engineering firm
was provided by private investor purchases of $21.5 mil-
lion in BRRTA tax-exempt sales tax revenue bonds after
BRRTA’s constituents approved a temporary 20-year
one-cent sales tax to pay back the interest and principal
for these bonds in November 2006. The state had deter-
mined it would have no funds for the interchange expan-
sion until 2019 at the earliest and accepted BRRTA’s offer
to hold an election for creating this sales tax.

BRRTA’s timing locked in much lower construc-
tion costs for the state. The state promised to reimburse
BRRTA for the construction costs when road improve-
ment funds become available in annual budgets. The state
avoided having to pay any of the interest for BRRTA’s
revenue bonds. BRRTA constituents got to use the ex-
panded interchange 10 years ahead of the state’s long-
term schedule.

Other road improvement projects in the Baptist Road
corridor have been identified for construction funding
through PPRTA’s 10-year capital funding program. They
include the now-completed extension of Hodgen Road
west from Highway 83 to the Baptist Road intersection
with Roller Coaster Road, the future widening of Baptist
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Road west of the I-25 interchange, and the future design
and construction of a bridge over the railroad tracks at the
west end of Baptist Road. PPRTA-funded improvements
to Hodgen Road east of Highway 83 are already under
construction as well.

A county election has been proposed to extend the
life of PPRTA’s capital improvement program for 10 more
years, through 2024, by retaining the full one-cent tem-
porary sales tax throughout that period. If approved, this
would greatly increase the probability of PRRTA funding
support for widening west Baptist Road and building the
bridge over the railroad tracks.

THF settlement unanimously approved
The most exasperating problem BRRTA faced in expand-
ing the Baptist Road interchange was obtaining needed
right-of-way from adjacent landowners on three corners
of the interchange. The Schuck Corp. promptly provided
right-of-way on the southwest corner of Exit 156. THF
Realty, ADK Monument Developers LLC, Valero Energy
Corp., and Phoenix Bell created monthly issues for years
that required extreme workarounds by the interchange
contractors.

Valero and Phoenix Bell finally settled their right-
of-way issues when the Town of Monument paid for a
wastewater service and collection line for Valero’s Dia-
mond Shamrock truck stop, which had a completely failed
septic system that would have caused a severe health haz-
ard to construction workers. ADK went bankrupt. THF
Realty’s unresolved dispute with BRRTA lasted nearly
four years until being resolved this August.

The THF property lost its primary access on the
original frontage road portion of Struthers Road, north
of the Baptist Road intersection. The new wider north-
bound on-ramp from Baptist Road to I-25 at Exit 156 was
constructed in the town’s Struthers Road frontage right-
of-way. The county’s frontage road portion of Struthers
Road, just south of Baptist Road, was also eliminated.
The new wider northbound off-ramp was constructed in
the county’s Struthers Road frontage right-of-way.

The THF parcel is currently “landlocked” because of
Struthers Road being eliminated adjacent to the former
access to hardware store parking lot. The THF parcel is
now bounded by the I-25 interchange fence to the south
and west and the parcel formerly owned by ADK Monu-
ment Developers LLC to the north and east. This still-
vacant ADK property is the proposed site for the previ-
ously approved Timbers at Monument development on the
northwest corner of the intersection of Baptist Road and
Jackson Creek Parkway, opposite the King Soopers Shell
station. However, ADK never recorded the Timbers site
plan before it went into bankruptcy, and this property was
foreclosed by Community Bank. For some of the details
on how this THF-ADK impasse with BRRTA evolved,
before most BRRTA discussions of THF were reserved to
executive sessions, see:

*  www.ocn.me/von2timbers.htm

*  www.ocn.me/von2.htm#monpc

*  www.ocn.me/von3timbers.htm

*  www.ocn.me/von3.htm#bot221

*  www.ocn.me/v7n3.htm#bot0205

*  www.ocn.me/v7n5.htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/v7n6.htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/v7nl2. htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/v8n6.htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/v8n7.htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/vIn3.htm#brrta

*  www.ocn.me/von9.htm#brrta

The town had approved of a Planned Development sketch
plan for the Timbers at Monument retail center that in-
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cluded a condition of approval that there would be inter-
nal roadway access to the east side of the THF parcel to
Timbers entrances on Baptist Road, west of the Jackson
Creek Parkway intersection, and on Jackson Creek Park-
way at the Blevins Buckle Drive intersection, near the
O’Reilly auto parts store.

THF was negotiating to purchase the approved

Timbers site from ADK, which would have resolved the
access problem. Now that ADK is bankrupt and THF no
longer appears to be trying to purchase this property from
ADK’s lender, Community Bank, there are no current
plans to sell or develop the Timbers property or build the
internal roads needed by THF for access to Baptist Road
and/or Jackson Creek Parkway.
Note: When vagrants took up residence inside the vacant
former Foxworth-Galbraith building and were heating the
building with internal campfires, THF had the building
demolished—to limit liability—and have all the debris
removed in just a few days. Access to its property and the
abandoned hardware store building did not appear to be a
problem for THF during demolition and cleanup.

BRRTA built a cement curb cut on the right side of
westbound Baptist Road between Jackson Creek Parkway
and this northbound on-ramp for a temporary replace-
ment access construction road through the adjacent
former ADK Monument Developers LLC property to
the east. THF rejected BRRTA’s offer to build this con-
struction road from this temporary Baptist Road access
to the east side of the THF property. BRRTA rejected
THEF’s demands that BRRTA build the proposed internal
roads in the Timbers site plan shown above. THF then
sued BRRTA and CDOT for loss of access, leading to this
proposed settlement.

Hunsaker summarized BRRTA’s payment of
$800,000 in cash as a “business decision” to “cap this and
be done and move on.” He said this payment is a “full and
final settlement” of all issues related to the pending THF
lawsuit and the Aug. 21, 2008, memorandum of under-
standing between THF and BRRTA for transfer of some
THEF property for needed interchange right-of-way.

Hunsaker added that this settlement has been re-
corded against the THF property by the county so a sub-
sequent property owner is on legal notice that there are
access issues and there has been an indexed settlement
agreement with payment made to THF to resolve these
access issues.

Note: The “Release and Settlement Agreement” signed
by attorneys for THF Monument Development, LLC,
BRRTA, and CDOT in mid-July states that “THF further
promises and agrees that it will never institute any lawsuit
or action at law or equity against BRRTA or CDPT by
reason of any Claims.” THF, BRRTA, and CDOT “shall
forthwith execute a stipulated motion to dismiss with
prejudice Case No. 2010CV5054 and this Release shall
be an exhibit thereto. This motion shall request that this
release be made a part of the Order dismissing the case.”

Also, “THF agrees to have this Agreement recorded
against the Property (Lots 1, 2, and 3, Higby Subdivision,
El Paso County).” Higby Subdivision is the name given
to the THF property by former owner Mike Watt, as he
noted during the Monument Planning Commission meet-
ing on Jan. 11, 2006 (www.ocn.me/von2.htm#monpc).
There were no public comments. The board unanimously
ratified this settlement agreement. Hunsaker said he would
write a “lessons learned” memorandum to the board after
the settlement ratification paperwork has been completed.
Glenn thanked Hunsaker saying, “I appreciate the hard
work. I know how frustrating this has been for everybody
and I’'m very curious about the lessons learned.”

Financial reports
Denslow reported that BRRTA had received a request
from Dan Hunt—CDOT’s project manager for coordinat-
ing the Baptist Road interchange expansion with BRRTA

TREE MAN

Tree Service & Fire Prevention

i

We are a local
professional tree
service offering thinning, trimming,

quality work at chipping.

affordable prices. * Low winter rates
¢ Firewood Available

719-488-1818

Licensed and Insured

e We do all types of
tree work any time
of year: Removal,

25' PYLON SIGN
T LOCATION TED)

FPLANTING BED &

72

i
<
, SIGN R3— o
24" WIDE WHITE STOP BAR
STOP SIGN Ri-1
SPEED LIMIT SIGN

R2—1

[

!
h

SIGN W2—4
YELLOW 'T'
INTERSECTION

JACKSON CREEK PA

)

SPEED LIMIT SIGN
SIGN R3-5f R2-1

RIGHT LANE MUST TURN RIGHT

SIGN R3-7R

Above: A portion of the plans for the Timbers development showing I-25 and the prior Baptist Road
Interchange, the THF property including the former hardware store, now removed, and the planned access
to the property via proposed private roads. For details, see www.ocn.me/vbn3timbers.htm.

and the county—for an invoice for a $3 million payment
toward the capital cost of the interchange. She sent him an
invoice for $3 million on July 18, along with “about 780
pages of paperwork to document the expenditure.”

BRRTA voters passed a temporary one-cent, 20-year
sales tax on Nov. 7, 2006, to pay for private funding of
the interchange expansion with $21.5 million of general
obligation revenue bonds. CDOT has promised to reim-
burse BRRTA $15 million to $16.5 million, the estimated
capital cost of the interchange expansion at that time, if
and when Colorado Senate Bill 1 funds become available.
This $3 million is the first installment of CDOT’s prom-
ised long-term repayment.

BRRTA’s actual interchange expansion costs have
risen to a little over $16 million. There was some discus-
sion about whether the state was obliged to cover the ad-
ditional million dollars. To date, the total BRRTA bond
principal for the I-25 interchange expansion has only been
reduced to $21.435 million.

When all the BRRTA tax-exempt revenue bonds and
bond-related administrative and consultant fees have been
paid off, BRRTA’s temporary one-cent sales tax will end.
The temporary BRRTA sales tax will end after 20 years
even if sales tax revenues and CDOT principal payments
are insufficient to pay back all the bondholders. Williams
reassured the newer board members that the citizens in
BRRTA would have no obligation or responsibility to
reimburse the remaining bondholders for their privately
assumed long-term risk after 20 years if state repayments
plus sales tax revenue were insufficient to pay off all the
bond debt.

In other matters, the following payments were unani-
mously approved:

*  $5,414 to Clifton Gunderson LLP for accounting ser-
vices

e $4,527 to Clifton Gunderson LLP for district man-
agement services

e $23,626 to Grimshaw & Harring PC for legal ser-
vices

This month’s legal costs were much higher than usual due

to the litigation with THF.

The board also unanimously accepted Bartow’s draft
June financial statement and cash position summary.
They were marked “draft” because the audit had not been
completed on these documents.

Williams noted that BRRTA only met once a quarter
for years, until the construction projects began. He sug-
gested returning to this kind of schedule as soon as pos-
sible to minimize consultant operating costs.

Bartow noted that she continues to work with the
Colorado Department of Revenue on resolving the
chronic issues regarding remission of sales tax to BRRTA
by all businesses within BRRTA’s boundaries. She said
there are still 15 unresolved items that need to be dis-
cussed with the state. Sales tax revenue is projected to be
less than the $1.151 million in the 2011 budget, although
revenues are 4.7 percent higher at this point than in 2010.
Total sales tax revenues were about $22,000 higher than
budgeted in 2010. Traffic impact fees may be higher than
the budgeted amount for 2011 if new construction starts
in Jackson Creek and Promontory Pointe.

Some of the other cash figures, dated July 27, that
Bartow noted were:

*  The general fund balance was $699,955.

e The debt service fund balance was $2,761,283, which
includes the mandatory $2.15 million reserve. This
fund provides the principal and interest payments to
BRRTA’s bondholders.

*  The capital projects fund would drop from $2,362,558
to $1,562,558 due to the proposed $800,000 settle-
ment with THF Realty.

«  Total cash on hand after the THF settlement would be
$5,023,796.

Hunsaker reported that Triview had not resolved the issue
of what utility’s subcontractor had bored a hole in Triv-
iew’s sanitary sewer collection line that runs under the
expanded Baptist Road interchange. BRRTA’s estimated
reimbursement to Triview for this puncture was expected
to be about $7,500.

Once the final legal costs for the THF settlement are
determined, Denslow and Hunsaker will transfer as much
of the $3 million received from CDOT as possible to the
debt service fund. This money will then be used to pay
off some BRRTA bonds early to minimize total interest
costs and the risk of default on the longest term bonds. A
condition in each of the series of BRRTA revenue bonds
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issued allows BRRTA to pay them off early, with no pre-
payment penalty, whenever BRRTA receives a CDOT
reimbursement. Bartow said she would research the op-
tions available to Denslow and Hunsaker for early bond
payoff.

The board unanimously approved a motion that au-
thorized Denslow and Hunsaker to make these early bond
payoff payments prior to the next BRRTA meeting.

Status of possible West Baptist Road

improvements discussed

Monument Director of Development Services Tom Kas-
sawara reported that there would be a county committee
meeting on Aug. 25 to evaluate submissions to a request
of qualifications from design engineers as the first step to-
ward evaluating options for making previously proposed
improvements to Baptist Road west of I-25. Kassawara
stated that the county wants to keep these planned future
improvements on the PPRTA’s “A-list” and show some
progress on this project to enhance the success of a vote
to extend PPRTA’s capital portion of its one-cent sales tax
for road improvements another 10 years.

Williams also noted that there has always been a pre-
sumption that money from other funding sources would
be supplemented by PPRTA for improvements planned
for Baptist Road west of I-25. These improvements were
expected to be made prior to the conclusion of PPRTA’s
10-year capital improvement funding lifespan at the end
of 2014. The developers of the Forest Lakes and Willow
Springs subdivisions would be expected to contribute to
these improvements, as would BRRTA.

The size of the improvements would depend on the

total funding available. BRRTA’s and PPRTA’s plan was
to start the west-end improvements last so that as many
developers as possible would be available to contribute to
the project. Development at the west end has not started
and BRRTA has no legal obligation to do anything on the
west side of [-25 without other funding sources providing
support. Williams concluded that it remains BRRTA’s
next project.

Williams said that West Baptist Road has always
been the county Highway Advisory Committee’s top
priority primarily due to fire safety issues. West Baptist
will be the sole evacuation route for planned homes in the
Forest Lakes and Willow Springs subdivisions and the
existing homes in the Hay Creek Road corridor recently
threatened by the Beaver Creek wildfire. The safety issue
is compounded by frequent trains blocking passage of
emergency service vehicles at the at-grade railroad cross-
ing by Monument Creek.

2010 draft audit report conditionally

approved

Bartow briefed the final draft of the 2010 audit report sub-
mitted to the board for review. She advised the BRRTA
board that she expected no substantive changes in the
current wording. Bartow recommended that the board ap-
prove the 2010 audit report subject to a final unqualified/
“clean” result and no major revisions. The board unani-
mously approved the audit with these two conditions. The
board took this step because it was not clear when the next
board meeting would be held.

Family of Christ Lutheran Church included

The board unanimously approved the inclusion of the

Family of Christ Lutheran Church property, 675 W. Bap-
tist Road, without discussion. Hunsaker briefed the board
on how all required procedures for posting and prior noti-
fications of the inclusion hearing had been accomplished.
There was no public comment on the inclusion.

This property had previously been annexed by the
Town of Monument and included by Triview Metropolitan
District. Both were required for the church to be eligible
for desired water and wastewater service from Triview.

BRRTA financed the construction of the new front-
age road that extends from Leather Chaps Road to the
church parking lot. The county standards for a major four-
lane collector with a median prohibited all the existing
individual driveway accesses to the original unimproved
two-lane rural collector road that served the church and
the residential lots to the east of the church on the south
side of Baptist Road.

For more information on the Family of Christ prop-
erty, see www.ocn.me/v11n7.htm#bot0606.

At the end of the meeting it was agreed that there
would be two more BRRTA meetings this year. One meet-
ing would be for a discussion of engineering design plans
for improving the west end of Baptist Road and one for
approving the 2012 budget. The staff will determine when
those meetings should be held.

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

seoteskssk stk ok
After this meeting, the scheduled Sept. 2 meeting was
cancelled. The next BRRTA meeting had not been
scheduled when this edition went to press.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Aug. 24

Residents urged to help protect water sources

By Harriet Halbig

Assistant District Manager Randy Gillette of Woodmoor
Water and Sanitation addressed the Woodmoor Improve-
ment Association (WIA) board Aug. 24 regarding the dis-
trict’s new Source Water Protection Plan, which identifies
streams that ultimately enter our drinking water. While
the threat to the district’s wells is fairly low, the surface
water from Monument Creek is vulnerable and is a major
source of water.

Gillette said that there are ponds and trails in Wood-
moor’s common areas and that pet feces pose a threat to
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the water supply. He asked permission of the board to post
signs saying “Please Pick Up After Your Pet” at trailheads
in the common areas.

Woodmoor Water has also consulted with the golf
course regarding the fertilizers and pesticides used on its
property and with the Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation regarding chemicals used on the roads during the
winter and herbicides used to treat noxious weeds on the
roadsides. An additional source of potential threat is the
railroad.

Colorado Rural Water, a consortium of small dis-
tricts, aided Woodmoor Water in getting a $5,000 grant to
support the water protection program.

The board gave permission for Woodmoor Water
to post the proposed signs at no cost to the WIA and in
compliance with the covenants regarding the size of the
signs.

Capital improvements
Director of Common Areas W. Lee Murray reported that
mowing activity is near completion and spraying for nox-
ious weeds in common areas is complete.

Three picnic tables have been ordered for use in the
Twin Ponds, North Park, and Toboggan Hill areas.

Murray said that the walkway to the Barn is cracked
and in need of replacement. The railroad ties bordering
the area are also badly weathered. To complete these
improvements would cost the association around $8,800
based on bids sought by WIA Manager Matt Beseau.

Board President Chuck Maher requested that Beseau
and Murray return next month with drawings and a pro-
posal for the improvements.

The board voted to authorize the resealing of the
Barn parking lot for up to $6,500. Funds for this project
had been previously budgeted.

Other reports
Treasurer Nick Oakley reported that the association is 2.6
per cent below budget on expenditures for the year. He
also reported that the $20,000 compliance deposit placed

by Pulte for the Woodmoor Park development has been
refunded.

Beseau reported that all information requested by the
IRS has been provided.

The annual audit of the association has been com-
pleted and is being analyzed.

In the absence of Covenants Director Kirsten
Reimann, Beseau reported that there were 148 covenant
violations during July. Predominant violations were slash
piles, dead trees, trailers parked for over 72 hours, and
vehicles parked off of driveways.

Sixteen properties in Woodmoor were sold during
July.

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen re-
ported that the number of bear sightings has declined.
He said that his department is checking the condition
of all roadways in the area and will send a report to the
country. Primary concerns are potholes and washed-out
shoulders.

There have been a few vehicle break-ins, primarily
in South Woodmoor. In all cases, the vehicles were not
locked.

Forestry Director Jim Woodman reported that his
committee continues to be concerned with control of
scrub oak in common areas. Several techniques, includ-
ing herbicides and pulling by the roots, have been at-
tempted. The latest technique is to mow down the trees
with a heavy-duty mower. The committee will observe
how long it takes for the trees to recover.

There have been very few reports of mountain pine
beetle outbreaks, possibly due to recent rains.

Board Secretary Craig Gaydos reported that the
board has received about 45 votes approving the govern-
ing documents as a result of mention of the documents in
the August association newsletter. Over 1,000 votes are
still required.

Gaydos said that he will supply Beseau with a list of
those members who have not voted. Maher suggested that
the association may wish to retain a call center to notify
members of the need to vote. Gaydos said that he will
consult the association’s attorney to determine whether a
voice vote is binding.

seskestesfeskokokokoskok
The board of the Woodmoor Improvement Association
meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month at
the association’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive in Monu-
ment. The next meeting will be on Sept. 28.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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August Weather Wrap

By Bill Kappel
Warm temperatures and frequent thunderstorms were the
story for most of August. Several days saw record highs,
with mid- to upper 80s common on numerous afternoons.
This resulted in temperatures well above normal for the
month, with precipitation right around normal.

Monsoonal moisture continued to affect the region
during the first few days of August, with thunderstorms
and brief heavy rain at times. Highs reached well into the
80’s on the first day of the month, but a cool front and
generally unsettled weather kept things cooler on the 2nd,
as highs only managed to reach into the 70s. This is quite
a bit cooler than normal for this time of the year, but it
helped to keep down the instability in the atmosphere and
therefore prevented stronger storms and heavier rain from
occurring.

Afternoon and evening thunderstorms were an ev-
eryday occurrence from the Ist through the 4th, with a
little drying on the 5th, only to see more storms again on
the 6th. For the week, most of the area received 1-2 inches
of beneficial rain. Temperatures stayed around normal to
slightly above for the week, with highs only hitting the
70s from the 2nd through the 4th, with low to mid-80s the
other afternoons.

The weather pattern quieted down during the second
week of August as the monsoonal plume of moisture
that had been bringing consistent moisture to the region
shifted away from the region. Temperatures warmed into
the low and mid-80s for the week, with one exception. A
cold front allowed upslope flow to bring in a cooler air
mass and a little moisture during the middle of the week.
Temperatures barely reached 70° on the afternoon of the
10th, with morning fog and afternoon showers. Condi-
tions quickly dried out as we headed into the weekend
with sunshine in the morning and scattered afternoon
clouds.

It was an average week of weather from Aug. 15th
through the 21st, with a few afternoon and evening thun-
derstorms and otherwise sunny skies. Temperatures were
at or above normal however, with low to mid-80s reached
each afternoon. Most of us received another 1-2 inches of
rain for the week, with the most widespread and heaviest
rain occurring on the afternoon of the 16th and evening
of the 20th.

The pattern of above-normal temperatures and iso-
lated to scattered afternoon and evening thunderstorms
continued throughout the rest of the month. Each after-
noon reached into the 80s for highs, except on the 29th,
when a cooler air mass kept temperatures below normal,
as highs only reached the low 70s. Thunderstorms were
most numerous on the afternoon and evening of the 26th.
Drier air worked into the region over the last couple days
of the month, and gusty winds allowed temperatures to
return to above-normal levels.

A look ahead

September is a transition month for the region, with the
last tastes of summer mixed in with our first morning
freezes. Leaves begin to change by the end of the month
as well and three out of the last five Septembers have seen
at least a trace of snow. Last September was extremely
dry and warm, with only a trace of precipitation recorded
and no morning with subfreezing temperatures. The over-
all weather pattern is generally one of tranquility, with
our chances for thunderstorms dwindling and blizzard
conditions not quite ready for prime time.

We are often greeted with sunny, pleasant after-
noons, with highs from the mid-70s early in the month to
the mid-60s later in the month. Our first subfreezing low
temperatures usually occur during the second or third
week, so prepare those tender plants. For a complete look
at monthly climate summaries for the region, please visit
www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm.

August 2011 Weather Statistics
Average High 81.9° (+3.7)
100-year return frequency value max 83.9° min 72.9°
Average Low 50.6 ° (+1.5)
100-year return frequency value max 55.2° min 46.8°

Monthly Precipitation 3.07” (-0.07”, 97% of normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.07” min 0.94”

Monthly Snowfall 0.0”

Highest Temperature 87° on the 25th

Lowest Temperature 44° on the 8th, 12th

Season to Date Snow 0.0”

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  6.27”(+0.06”,102% of normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 18 (-57)
Cooling Degree Days 58 (+18)
For more detailed weather information and Climatology
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.
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Letters to Our Community

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer. For let-
ter guidelines, see page 39.

Rabbi’s Corner disappoints
Our Community News is a great gift to our community. I
treasure it every month, as it is chock-full of news about
what is happening in the Tri-Lakes area.

I was surprised, however, with “The Rabbi’s Corner”
(advertisement titled “ChriSlam,” OCN, Aug. 6, 2011,
page 39), which insults not only himself and his great
religion but Christianity and Islam. There is no doubt
that there is lots of mud to throw around, but all three
religions have also had great positive effects through the
centuries.

I praise the four Christian churches that are trying
to bring peace and reconciliation, and I wish them well.
I am not a member of any of these churches, Chris-
tian or Islam, but I applaud their spirit of forgiveness.
David Stang
Editor’s note: “The Rabbi’s Corner” is an advertisement
paid for by the Aliyah Congregation in Monument. It is
not a column written by OCN staff.

Foundation accepting grant proposals
The Monument Hill Foundation is the granting arm of the
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club. Its mission is to serve as a
resource for the club in providing financial support to the
Tri-Lakes community of northern El Paso County and its
youths.

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club projects focus pri-
marily either on raising funds for club operations or on
contributing sweat equity in support of many of those
same causes, some of which assist the community di-
rectly while others earn funds that are provided to the
foundation for direct granting. Grant recipients of these
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funds have included District 38 special needs children,
Tri-Lakes Cares, the Rocky Mountain Youth Leadership
Conference, and the Emily Griffith Center, to name just
a few.

Beginning this year, except in unique cases, grants
will be on an annual “call” basis. That is, requests for
grants may be made by interested parties starting Aug.
15, and they will be due by Oct. 1. The requests received
as a result of this call will be evaluated, and requestors
will be notified privately of the results pertaining to their
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requests. Those the foundation are able to
support financially will receive the funds
as requested and as they become avail-
able.

If you are interested in requesting
a grant, please see our website: monum
enthillfoundation.org. Along with more
details regarding our granting program,
a grant request form is available online
at the Grants page on the site. It can be
completed on the requestor’s computer,
and the completed form, along with sup-
porting information, can be submitted
electronically to the foundation Granting
Committee.
Bill Kaelin
Director of Granting
Monument Hill Foundation

Firebreak along Mount Herman

Road would be beneficial

An open letter to the director of the Pikes

Peak Ranger District:

The location of Mount Herman Road
provides an excellent, and relatively easy
and inexpensive, opportunity to establish
a firebreak between the private properties
and Pike National Forest on the south side
of the road and the heavily wooded resi-
dential lots and portions of Pike and state
forest lands on the north side.

Mount Herman Road is approximate-
ly 30 feet wide. If the 15-foot easement
on both sides of the road were clear-cut
from Mitchell Road to Red Rocks Ranch

Road, this would provide a 60-foot-wide
firebreak with relatively little effort and
expense. Additional effort by the Forest
Service and private property owners (to
thin and trim up pine trees and cut back
scrub oak) along this stretch of the road
would provide an additional buffer against
the spread of a wildfire. The Forest Ser-
vice and the Monument Tri-Lakes Fire
Department could enlist volunteers (Boy
Scouts, concerned citizens like myself,
etc.) to assist in the effort.

The areas that were clear-cut, perhaps
with a bit of grading, could be planted
with natural, low growth height grasses
to prevent erosion and the spread of a
ground fire. Sheep fescue would be a good
choice.

An additional benefit of this effort
would be that it would provide an avenue
for the establishment of a trail from Mitch-
ell Road along the side of Mount Herman
Road to trailheads in the Pike National
Forest. Such a trail along Mount Herman
Road could be linked from the Santa Fe
Trail through largely existing open space,
such as Dirty Woman Park, to the Mount
Herman trailhead, with relative ease and
low expense.

Shilling Avenue is also a good candi-
date for creating a firebreak, to help iso-
late a fire in this area. Shilling is heavily
wooded, with stands of scrub oak on both
sides of the road in close proximity to the
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paved surface.
John Sidor

Bauman lauds D-38 and

community
Retired again for three months, I've had
the opportunity to reflect on the past year
while I was interim superintendent. The
2010-11 Lewis-Palmer school year was
productive.

First, I am thankful for a supportive
community that welcomed and encour-
aged me. The community task force,
which sought ideas to cut costs and save
dollars, was very successful. I also com-
pliment the administrators, teachers, and
staff for their unwavering trust as we
shrank the district and cut nearly $3 mil-
lion in order to not lose teachers or make
cuts at the classroom level.

It is gratifying to see a renewed enthu-
siasm in teachers and staff. Salary freezes,
supply cuts, class sizes, and discouraging
state financial news have not diminished
their commitment and dedication to our
children. Every day, they work so our kids
can succeed and be challenged in their
academic endeavors.

Finally, I appreciate the five school
board members, who deliberately and
conscientiously kept children first, doing
what was best for students through their
thinking and decision-making. Working
with this board, I saw them treat others
with dignity and respect. They encour-
aged purposeful creativity and innovation
among administrators and teachers, and
they actively worked to preserve and pro-
mote District 38 excellence.

The upcoming school year looks
promising. A new school calendar pro-
vides numerous ways to economize—i.e.,
transportation, utilities, personnel—while
promoting exceptional learning oppor-
tunities. Overall, CSAP scores showed
slight gains, with some exceptions need-
ing attention. Enrollment figures so far
may exceed earlier projections made in
May. Superintendent John Borman is en-
thused about leading the district to new
heights.

With these accomplishments, I hope
the three school board members up for
reelection in November will run again.
Another term for each of them will pro-

vide stability for the school district and
new superintendent. It will promote a con-
sistency that has been lacking in the board
for some time. I found that the current
board is thoughtful, takes time to make
decisions, and is willing to do the hard
work and planning necessary to provide
for this community’s students. Working
with the board last year was indeed a
privilege and pleasure.

It is time for me to again step aside
and watch great things happen in District
38.

Dwight “Ted” Bauman
2010-11 interim superintendent
Lewis-Palmer School District 38

D-38 board needs

fresh thinking

Three of the School District 38 board
members, John Mann, Mark Pfoff, and
Robb Pike, announced last winter they’re
running for re-election, and it looks like
the campaigning began at the district em-
ployee convocation on Monday, Aug. 22.
Pfoff, the board treasurer, surprised teach-
ers with a white box of bonus checks. He
also announced that those teachers who’ve
earned “horizontal” moves on the salary
schedule (having obtained degrees or cre-
dentials over the past three years without
reimbursement due to the pay freeze)
would receive their new pay level (without
back pay).

Although this well-deserved and
long-awaited movement on the pay sched-
ule—actually affecting few employees
right now—and the bonuses (ranging from
about $35 to $600) are the right thing for
the district to do, it comes at a campaign-
enhancing moment for the incumbents.
How interesting that a board that has spent
money so recklessly it had to impose the
most severe pay freeze across the Front
Range would suddenly find money as they
are looking to be re-elected.

Patrick Lencioni identified the “Five
Dysfunctions of a Team.” The absence
of trust in an organization brings about
the fear of conflict and an accompany-
ing artificial harmony (lack of creativity).
Because of this, there is little commit-
ment on the part of employees, creating
an avoidance of accountability leading to
lowered standards requiring an inattention

to results. How much more could D-38
achieve beyond CSAP bragging rights
while building on all that students bring
from the contributions of their parents?
There is a reason why citizens
across the U.S. have made a decision to
not re-elect incumbents who formerly
were a shoo-in. Now we realize that
protecting the status quo is nothing
more than business as usual, while what
we need are fresh ways of thinking and
people who are not afraid to look for real
solutions.
Stephen Boyd
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When will the piper need to be paid?

As we begin the 2011-12 school year, it’s time to examine
some of the recent decisions made by our School District
38 leaders.

Two years ago, district revenue increased by
$360,000. Despite this increase, our school board ap-
proved an employee salary freeze and a reduction of 15
full-time teachers. Last year, district revenue dropped by
$1.7 million. So, our school board approved the reconfigu-
ration of our middle and elementary schools, a reduction
of an additional 31 full-time teachers, and another em-
ployee salary freeze.

This June, our school board approved a budget for the
upcoming school year that indicated district revenue will
drop by an additional $2.7 million and employee salaries
will be frozen for a third straight year. But in August,
teachers were given start-of-the-year bonuses and told
that our school board had approved salary increases this
year.

So, what is going on? If the district can afford to
provide bonuses and salary increases while facing a $2.7
million reduction in revenue this year, why were the sal-
ary freezes and teacher cuts of the past two years neces-
sary, and what price are the current teachers in our district

paying for these past decisions? If the salary freezes and
teacher cuts of the past two years were really required to
handle past budget reductions, how can the district afford
to provide bonuses and salary increases this year when
budget reductions are even more severe? What price will
our current teachers be required to pay in the future for
this decision?

Can we really trust this school board to manage our
taxpayer dollars effectively? These are questions every
member of the D-38 community should be asking!

David J. Cloud
[

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

Back-to-school books to share

By the staff at Covered Treasures
September is a time of beginnings—the beginning of fall,
the beginning of college or a career, maybe the begin-
ning of the empty-nest years. One of the most important
beginnings for young children is easing back into school
and learning. Following are some books to help make this
transition fun.
Emily’s First 100 Days of School
By Rosemary Wells (Hyperion) $7.99
Miss Cribbage makes learning the alphabet, singing, read-
ing books, dancing—and even counting—fun. “When we
reach one hundred days, we will have a big party,” she
says. One hundred days feels very far away, but day-by-
day, Emily and her classmates see they’re getting closer.
As the lessons they learn add up, their world expands, and
they experience the joy of learning.
Alphabeep, a Zipping, Zooming ABC
By Debora Pearson (Holiday House) $17.95

This inventive alphabet book takes kids from A to Z in a
colorful collection of cars, trucks, and machinery. Chil-
dren will enjoy the ambulance whooshing by, the delivery
van dashing, the garbage truck squishing, crunching and
grinding, and the dump truck going clatter, crash, ka-
boom!

Clifford Goes to Dog School

By Norman Bridwell (Scholastic Inc.) $3.99

Clifford was too big for regular day school, and when Em-
ily Elizabeth’s aunt said she would train Clifford herself,
she was in for some big surprises. Clifford is no ordinary
dog, and maybe not the best-trained dog, but to Emily
Elizabeth, he’ll always be the best dog in the world.

My Big Activity Work Book

By Priddy Books (St. Martin’s Press) $12.95

Children can practice writing and number skills, spelling,
math, and many more essential learning activities over
and over again with this colorful wipe-clean workbook.
Included are two wipe-clean pens, and the book is spiral
bound for easy use by young children.

Llama Llama Misses Mama

By Anna Dewdney (Viking) $16.99

When Llama goes off for his first day of school, he’s over-
whelmed by all the new faces and places, but most of all,
he misses his mama. The other animals soon convince
Llama that he should stop worrying, enjoy playing with
them, and know that his mama will come back at the end
of the day—and sure enough, she does.

Pete the Cat

By Eric Litwin (Harper Collins) $16.99

Pete the Cat is back, and this time he’s rocking out at
school. Pete discovers the library, the lunchroom, the
playground, and lots of other cool places at school. And
no matter where he goes, Pete never stops moving and

High Country Highlights

September gardening

By Woody Woodworth

Now that the heat of the summer is basically over, your
flower gardens and pots go through a remarkable change.
The cooler nights allow plants to send more energy to the
flower, and the result is longer-lasting blooms of magnifi-
cent color. The cooler weather makes flower color more vi-
brant, and because the buds take a longer time to develop,
the blooms will be larger and more perfectly formed.

By adding a blooming liquid fertilizer to your annuals and
perennials once each week, you should have more blooms
with brighter colors until frost.

Composting your gardens is a good idea and is com-
monly done during September. There are many benefits
from using this marvelous soil conditioner, but keep in
mind that compost is often not very high in the nutrients
that plants use and need. Compost as a measure of weight
is not high in the essential nutrients (N-P-K and Ca), so be
aware that there usually is a need for supplemental feeding.
Humus is the most beneficial aspect of compost use. The
humic acids act upon soil particles to help free the nutri-
ents naturally present in existing soils. Think of compost-
ing as feeding the soil, not feeding the plants.

The general rule of thumb when adding compost is
based on two questions. How long since the last applica-
tion of compost, and how has the garden been treated in the
past? If the garden has been treated organically for years,
the soil microbial life will be abundant, and the levels of
humus in the soil from previous applications of compost

will be high with a large reserve of humus being degraded
into materials that will be available to the soil and the
plants that year.

If the soil has not been organically maintained, and
has a low level of humus and organic material in it, the lev-
els of compost must be greatly increased over a few years.
The soil will appear darker and the workability of the soil

grooving and singing his song.

Lemony Snicket: 13 Words

By Maira Kalman (Harper) $16.99

Using colorful, amusing illustrations and 13 intriguing
words, Kalman weaves an imaginative tale about a de-
spondent bird, a goat that drives, a dog that paints, and all
kinds of cakes. This book is sure to tickle the funny bone
of children and adults alike.

Zoola Palooza

By Gene Barretta (Henry Holt & Co.) $16.99

Playing a variety of musical instruments, an all-animal
touring concert group introduces words that are spelled
the same but sound differently and have different mean-
ings, such as “tear” (to cry) and “tear” to rip. Zoola
Palooza brings homographs into the spotlight for a show-
stopping good time.

The Day Dirk Yeller Came to Town

By Mary Casanova (Farrar Staus Giroux) $16.99

When outlaw Dirk Yeller arrives in Cowtown looking for
something to take away his cat-scratch fever, young Sam
knows just what this dangerous and jittery criminal needs
to calm him down. Artfully illustrated by Ard Hoyt, the
pair behind One-Dog Canoe team up again for this rol-
licking Wild West adventure that celebrates the power of
books.

The beginning of every school year is an exciting
time of new friends, new books and new learning. But
it is also a time of adjustment—Ileaving summer behind,
getting to bed and waking up earlier. Make this transition
more relaxing by reading aloud together at the end of the
day.Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore can be con-
tacted at books@ocn.me.

Your Hometown Bookstore

Since 1993
vered
rcasurcs

BeODeOeKsSsTel(DeR+E
It’s that time again!
Christmas in

September
Sale!

25% OFF
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2012 Calendars
(Through 9/30/11)

481-2665 (BOOK)

Second and Washington Streets
In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat., 9-4, Closed Sun.
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will be noticeably increased, showing that the humus has
worked its way into the soil structure, opening the clay
soil or binding the sandy soil. The soil will at that time be
easily maintained by additions of compost or other bulk
organic matter at regular intervals.

Add the compost directly on the soil in the area to
be worked. Then work it into the soil to a depth of six to
eight inches or sometimes as much as a foot for larger
plants. For new vegetable gardens, add four to six inches
before each new planting. For established gardens, two
to four inches before every planting is adequate. For new
trees and shrubs, add a five-gallon bucket for each two

gallons of size. For pots, add one-fourth by volume sifted
compost with a good potting mix.

Now is a good time to apply mulch. How is mulch
different from compost? Basically, mulch is spread on
the soil surface under the plants to keep transpiration
and evaporation at lower levels. Compost can be used as
mulch, but usually in Colorado we use bark or forested
mulches for that purpose.

Soil Pep is a finer forest mulch material that is eas-
ily applied at depths of three inches. Evenly distribute
it around the plants near the root system, but be sure to
keep it away from the stem of your plant. Cedar mulch is

generally offered in small, medium, and large bark variet-
ies and also in a shredded form that binds together well.
The wind and heavy rains have a difficult time lifting the
shredded variety, and it seems to hold in place well.

By combining fertilizing, composting, and mulch-
ing, your plants will be noticeably healthier, have more
resistance to disease, and will need less water to survive.

Woody Woodworth is a member of the Garden Centers
of Colorado, is actively involved in the green industry,
and operates a garden center in downtown Monument.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Ruby-crowned kinglet: Regulus calendula

Kinglets have a round eye with a distinctive broken
white eye-ring. Male and female look alike, but the male
ruby-crowned kinglet has a bright red crest that is dif-
ficult to see unless it becomes excited or agitated. When
an intruder comes too close, the male kinglet will raise
the red feathers on its crest similar to a dog raising the
hair on its hackles.

Song
For its size, the ruby-crowned kinglet has a big voice!
Its song is loud and musical. I generally hear a kinglet
before I see it. It has a three-part song composed of a
high-pitched tzee-zee-zee followed by two to five low
trills (turrr-tur) and a repeated three-note rapid phrase
(tee-da-leet tee-da-leet). The vocal range is easily rec-

ognizable even though there are slight variations among

Above: A drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of Ruby-
crowned Kinglets. A color version is posted at
www.ocn.me/v11n9bird.htm.

By Elizabeth Hacker
Fall migration has begun, and September is a good month
for birders. Many species of birds migrate along the Front
Range Flyway, including songbirds, shore birds, water-
fowl, herons, egrets, cranes, and hawks.

One songbird that comes to the Palmer Divide late in
the spring and leaves in early September is the diminutive
ruby-crowned kinglet. If you’ve never seen this bird, you
are not alone. It is a hyperactive energetic tiny bird with
a thin bill that flicks its wings. It is primarily an insecti-
vore so it doesn’t frequent feeders, it nests in the tops of
tall conifer trees so binoculars are needed to see it, and it
moves so fast that when one is spotted, it may be only a
brief glance.

General description

Slightly larger and stockier than hummingbirds, ruby-
crowned kinglets are small birds, less than 4 inches in
length with a 16-inch wingspan. They are very active and
always seem to be moving around a tree trunk or hopping
along branches. Their underside is a light olive buff color
and they are gray on top. Their wings are dark with two
white wing-bars.

Free! Fun! Educational!

Join the South Eastern Colorado Alpaca Breeders
for the 3™ Annual

Alpaca Roundup

celebrating National Alpaca Farm Days
at Pikes Peak Alpacas

10 am - 4 pm, September 24, 2011

A dozen local alpaca breeders and artisans will
be here to answer your questions about alpacas
and their care. Experience the luxurious feel of
alpaca from fiber to fashion.

Pikes Peak Alpacas is located at the northeast
corner of Colorado highways 105 and 83 just 5
miles east of Monument.

For the latest info: www.pikespeakalpacas.com.

individual birds.

Habitat

Ruby-crowned kinglets breed in high altitudes at the edge
of mature coniferous forests usually near water or wet-
lands. I sometimes see them in the tall ponderosa pines
on the west side of Monument Lake. They nest way up
near the crown of mature conifer trees, so I have to bend
my head back and use my binoculars to get a glimpse of
them. Apparently there are plenty of insects there because
I rarely see them in the lower branches.

In winter they move to lower elevations and are
easier to spot because they congregate in lower branches
and while they are still busy little birds, they aren’t as
flighty as when nesting. I had an opportunity to see them
in Arizona this past winter where 1 observed colonies
of ruby-crowned kinglets about eye level in scrub oaks.
Several males flashed their red crests as I approached and
were not deterred by my presence. The kinglets stood
their ground and I was able to observe them without the
aid of my binoculars.

Diet
The kinglets’ summer diet consists of insects and spiders
that provide the protein necessary for breeding activity
and feeding their young. Typically kinglets hover above
a branch flapping their wings to scare up a caterpillar,
aphid, wasp, beetle, or spider. Because kinglets weigh so
little, they are able to pick larvae off tender twigs and
leaves with their needle-like beaks. They help to keep
trees healthy by gleaning insects and larvae from the
bark, stems, cones, leaves, and needles. In winter, king-

lets also eat dried fruit and sap.

Nesting
Ruby-crowned kinglets form pair bonds and are monoga-
mous for one breeding season. New pairs form each year,
which may in part be due to the high mortality rate dur-
ing migration. Many aspects of the ruby-crowned kinglet
breeding biology remain poorly studied, and questions
about their courting behavior remain to be answered.

The female builds the nest in a concealed location
near the crown of a mature conifer tree. She constructs
the outer wall of the nest by weaving together needles,
moss, twigs, spider web, grass, and roots, and then lines
the nest with soft material such as feathers, hair, and plant
down. She attaches the top of the nest to sturdy twigs so
it will suspend below a big horizontal branch that con-
ceals its location and protects the nest from predators like
CrOWS.

Ruby-crowned kinglets have the largest clutch related
to its size than any other American passerine. Nests can
have as many as 12 eggs but average five to nine cream-
colored eggs with brown splotches. Eggs are small, about
the size of a small jelly bean.

The female incubates the eggs for about two weeks
while the male brings her food. When hatched, the chicks
are altricial, which means they are blind, naked, and un-
able to lift their heads. The female broods the helpless
chicks for a few days while the male continues to feed her.
She digests the food and feeds the chicks.

Once the chicks begin to grow feathers and can hold
their heads up to accept food, both parents work from
sunrise till sunset foraging for insects to feed their young.
The chicks fledge within 16 days. The female then leaves
the nesting territory while the male remains with the
fledglings.

Migration

During migration, ruby-crowned kinglets occupy a va-
riety of habitats and don’t avoid contact with humans.
I’ve never seen one in my yard, but some readers have
emailed photos for me to identify. Kinglets are attracted
to bird baths and fruit trees and are often seen with the
red-breasted nuthatch. So if you see a little brown bird
flapping its wings, it may be a kinglet.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Email her at

elizabethhacker@ocn.me to share bird pictures and

stories.

Art Matters

Enjoy the outdoors
and art together

By Janet Sellers

There aren’t a lot of galleries where you could walk out the
door and take a walk through the woods, a walk to a lake,
or even catch sight of wildlife on the premises. Yet that’s
just what we have here in our Tri-Lakes community. Ob-
viously, most art communities are filled with people, but
here we share ours with a wide variety of creatures.

Taking in the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA)
can include a waltz through the main gallery, the Lucy
Owens Gallery (more intimate and special shows), the
gift shop, and sometimes, if we’re lucky, the artists’ studio

area. On top of that, step out the door and take in the grand
view of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, Palmer Lake, and
endless horse ranch vistas, and stroll down the street to
a variety of eateries and little shops, many with creative
contents.

We can join the fun of the Historic Monument Art
Hop and, while the gorgeous flower beds explode in their
summer colors, we are at once aware of the enormity of
the Front Range behind the scene, as well as the endless
blue skies filled with thunderheads reflecting the pinks and
yellows of the sunset. And this happens every day. The art
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and the galleries are fun to visit, yet nature joins us in the
fun with her colors and spectacular views. And, reflected
in the three lakes of our hometown, we have double the
colors and beauty. It’s so inspiring, let’s all rally to the
cause and get out and paint something!

In fact, this summer I have been teaching the water-
color plein air classes right in the water. Yep. From the
shore or from the kayak, we’ve been painting the local
scene with gusto. We wade in and sit on the shoreline or
perch on a boulder and get started; fill our water jug with
water and paint away. I do wish I could get us all up and
going for the perfect artist light the mountains offer at
dawn, so we can see the wildlife at the water, or at the
long twilight the mountains offer us every evening. Alas,
most people have supper at twilight time, so we haven’t
painted the sunsets yet.

Just like the song, summertime has had the living
easy, the fish were jumping, the water was still and the
mountains, reflected in the lake, colored the view with
double the scene. I do think this place is growing on me
yet again. I tend to go to the sandy shore “beaches” every
morning just after dawn to paint or just to look. Evenings,
too, have their beauty, and the images I’ve gotten with my
camera and videos are stunning—but may be impossible
to paint. You see, the deep purple and indigo of the water,

combined with the fiery reds and oranges of the skies with
the puffy clouds are a beautiful sight, yet hard to put into
paint.

Of late, the TLCA is on aroll, everybody. Last month,
I was absolutely awestruck with the women’s show. As
group shows go, it was well curated and the aesthetic
flow was on target. If you didn’t get to see that show, you
missed a gem. [ went on a free afternoon so I could take
in the art and the artists’ stories about the pieces. My
favorites were the watercolor portraits, of which there
were many. The inspiring stories truly complemented the
superb technically skilled works.

Likewise, I am very excited about the next show at
TLCA. I saw some preview images online, and they are
beautiful. Here’s the scoop:

The TLCA announced the “Immortal Art” exhibi-
tion, which will feature the work of Michael DeVore and
Cecilia Thorell. The show will run from Aug. 30 to Sept.
17, with the opening reception scheduled for Friday, Sept.
9, from 5 to 8 p.m. The free reception will also include
hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar.

Both artists were trained at The Florence Acad-
emy of Art, and Michael and Cecilia’s paintings are
reminiscent of the Old Masters and the Renaissance.
The TLCA is located at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer

Lake. For more details, please call 719-481-0475 or go to
www.trilakesarts.org.

Technically, our last Art Hop of the year will be on
Sept. 15—so you can still enjoy the friendly, muscial,
artful evening fun one last time. Remember to keep an
eye out for our outdoor sculpture park on Second Street
and the other works around town, and do say hello to the
gallery owners and venues in person. They’ll be glad to
know you enjoy all their hard work getting things ready
for you on Art Hop night.

See you there from 5 to 8 p.m.—and bring your
checkbook! Few places have such great deals on good art,
and almost no place has the gorgeous backdrop like our
town to shop for art.

And last but certainly important, the Front Range
Open Studios event is scheduled for Sept. 17, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 18. The website has a
lot of information on the eight artists who are participat-
ing this year, and you can view a lot of information at
the site as well. Here is a link to the map for the event:
www.frontrangeopenstudios.com./map.php.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculptor
who works in paint, metal and, most recently, con-
crete. Sellers lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be
reached at JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Next-to-last Art Hop, Aug. 18

Clockwise from above: At Gloss, metals artist Rebekah Valentine wears two of her handmade creations,
a copper leaf necklace and copper and brass bracelet. Outside La Casa Fiesta, oil and watercolor artist Deb
Bartos was demonstrating painting techniques. Rock hound Sean Kidd displayed a collection of nature’s art,
gemstones such as topaz, amazonite, and petrified wood, at Nationwide Flooring and Design Center. Inside
The Love Shop, Roxanne Lingle had her leather and sterling wire wraps on display. Outside, musician Jason
Bennett played a variety of originals and cover songs. Bennett recently produced Positively Pikes Peak, which
was selected by The Independent as Best CD for 2011. The CD contains 13 Front Range musicians playing
the songs of Bob Dylan. At Bella Art and Frame, Dolly Rickerman displayed works demonstrating her life-
long passion for horses and the West. Rickerman said she has been drawing horses since the age of 3. Mary
Lou Pape demonstrated painting with oils outside Bella Art. Front Range Open Studios (FROS) artist Nancy
Bonig shows a before-and-after kiln glass creation. On Sept. 17 and 18, eight artists within this collective will

be opening their studios for tours. Information is at www.frontrangeopenstudios.com. Photos by David Futey.
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Snapshots of Our Community

Beaver Creek Fire, Aug. 19-21

Above left: AMonument Helitac Aerostar Type 3 helicopter dropped water from
its dipping bucket directly on the largest flames. Photo by Michael Foote.

Above right: the Airtractor AT-802F single engine air tanker (SEAT) with a Fire
Retardant Dispersal System (FRDS) delivering slurry to contain the fire (see
www.airtractor.com/at-802f). Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Below top: Monument Police Department Sergeant Mark Owens directed
traffic at dusk on Aug. 19 at the Beaver Creek Wildfire checkpoint set up at the
intersection of Hay Creek Road and Tapadero Drive. Numerous emergency
service agencies were involved in keeping this wildfire away from the homes at
the bottom of Green Mountain. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Below bottom: Darkness reveals numerous hot spots remain on Friday night.
Photo by Michael Foote. Below left: Photo by Michael Foote.
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Chautauqua returns with a fresh taste of history, Aug. 5-7

By Harriet Halbig
The third annual Return of the Rocky
Mountain Chautauqua on Aug 5-7 in-
cluded a vintage baseball game, demon-
strations of historical skills such as chair
caning, beekeeping, and spinning, and ex-
hibits of vintage kitchen tools and a model

railroad setup.

The event, sponsored by the Palmer
Lake Historical Society, also featured mu-
sical performances, an ice cream social,
and performances illustrating late 19th-
century residents of the area. Walking
tours of historic Palmer Lake and a nearby

reservoir were also offered.

New to this year’s event were a 3rd
Colorado Cavalry Regiment Encampment
and a Native American Teaching Lodge
near the lakeside.

The Chautauqua movement, consist-
ing of gatherings lasting from a few days

to weeks, began in New York in 1874 and
in Palmer Lake in 1887.

Above: From left, Irene Walters, Linda
Case, Pat Schill, and Jean Sanger of
the Monument Homemakers’ Club
exhibited vintage kitchen items and
aprons.

Above: Cathleen Norman portrayed
local figure Lucretia Vale and
represented the Palmer Lake Historical
Society.

Above: Sandy Yates, Kandiss Horch,
and Libby Theune of the Monument
Library were among the scoopers at
the ice cream social.

Above:; Diane Bates demonstrated
wildflower arranging.

Above: Terry Wages demonstrated
chair caning.

Photos by Harriet Halbig

Above: Sharon Jarnagin promoted
the Historical Society and its activities.
Photos by Harriet Halbig

Above left: Kenie, left, and Don
Simpson played several pieces for
violin and cello at the Friday evening
Chautauqua in Pinecrest. These
included Minuet in G by Beethoven,
Waltz by Brahms, and the Gavotte by
Martini. Above right: The Legendary
Ladies depict memorable women
who have had a part in the history of
the West. From left, baseball player
Maude Nelson is portrayed by Judy

Winnick; the announcer is Kyle Neidt;
educator Emily Griffith is portrayed by
Linda Gleichmann; newspaper reporter
Nelly Bly is portrayed by Gisele
Denton; Mother Cabrini is portrayed
by Julie Villalovos; and author Anne
Ellis is portrayed by Joyce Nelson. For
more information about the Legendary
Ladies, call 720-335-7852. Photos by
Bernard Minetti

Above: Professional square dance caller Gregg Anderson, at right, directs the
dancing at the 2011 Friday evening Chautauqua. Photo by Bernard Minetti

Above left: Sgt. John Slatton, a
member of the Fort Carson Color
Guard, sits astride a horse that is
part of the unit. Slatton demonstrates
the various activities of the guard

at the 2011 Chautauqua in Palmer
Lake. Above right: Carey Holm plays
Edelweiss for the guests at the Friday
evening 2011 Chautauqua. Photos by
Bernard Minetti

Above left: Foreman of the Three Eagles ranch, Dulces Granados, leads a pair
of American Milking Oxen at the 2011 Sunday Chautauqua. Above right: Rollie
and Paula Johnson, owners of the ranch, invite interested parties including
school classes to make an appointment for a guided tour of the ranch. Call (719)
481-9376 for information and scheduling. Photos by Bernard Minetti

Left: Retired
Navy Chief Dean
Sigman explains
Indian lore to 2011
Chautauqua fair
visitors. Photo by
Bernard Minetti
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TLCA hosts art show with a
woman'’s perspective

Finnders and Youngberg
at TLCA

Above: Julie Kirkland, Rita Salazar Dickerson, Maria Battista, Arlene Scaroni,
Kathryn Hart, Paulette Triplett, Debi Story Maddox, Ronny Walker, and Sarah
Boardman were among the 13 artists with works in the Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts show | Am Woman. All the featured works in this August show provided
a representation and perspective of women through sculpture, paintings,
sketches, and illustrations. In the Lucy Owens Gallery, the Collaboration of
Photographers held its annual show with Charles Lehman’s Morning Along the
Hozu River receiving Best of Show. Photo by David Futey.

Above: On Aug. 12, the Finnders and Youngberg Band brought the feel of the
Grand Old Opry and old-time radio to the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA)
stage. Using just one microphone during their performance, band members
performed original music along with some old standards from bluegrass
greats such as Flatt and Scruggs. Mike Finnders said the band’s March CD
release, FY5, is No. 1 on Colorado independent radio and No. 24 on the folk
chart nationwide, a possible sign that they might soon find themselves on a
larger stage. Photo by David Futey

First Music by the Creek, Aug. 18

Left: Morgan Brown, Coffee on the Go co-owner, and his daughter, Cayla, and
Jeri Brasch singing Coffee on the Go’s theme song Little Red Caboose. Other
performers included the band lo Atlas, with Tiffany Achenbach and Kira Boshinski,
who performed new techno sounds. Jeri Brasch brought tears to everyone’s
eyes with her rendition of Desperado by the Eagles. Sam Summerfield brought
down the house, so to speak, with her guitar and the eerie sounds of her original
songs. Maureen Caldwell and a student wowed everyone with their Tai Chi for
Seniors demonstration. Classes are held at the Senior Center at Lewis-Palmer
High School. More than $100 was raised for a village in Uganda. Coffee on the
Go co-owner Marlene Brown said, “We have requests for more dates including
a Saturday morning. We have Sept. 15 already scheduled and look forward to
more events in the future.”

Photo provided by Marlene Brown

Palmer Lake restaurants raise funds for lakeside improvements

By Candice Hitt
A warm, sunny day provided the backdrop
for the second annual Taste of Palmer
Lake hosted by Palmer Lake restaurant
owners Aug. 27.
More than 400 guests strolled the

streets in Palmer Lake visiting restaurants
to sample what Palmer Lake has to offer.
The restaurants who participated in the
event were Bella Panini, The Depot, La
Zingara, MoZaic, Speedtrap Coffeebar,
Rock House Ice Cream, Pinecrest, The

Left: The Speedtrap
coffeebar and internet
cafe.

Right: Guests enjoy ice
cream samples at the
Rock House.

Photos by Candice Hitt.

Flying Pig, and O’Malley’s Pub. Each
restaurant provided food samples and
live music. The Speedtrap also had fresh
roasted coffee available to guests. For in-
formation: palmerlakedining.com.

The annual event raises money for

improvements at the lake.
Candice Hitt can be reached at
candicehitt@ocn.me.
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August and September Library Events

New experiences await as summer winds down

By Harriet Halbig

August began with one of our favorite library-sponsored
treats—the annual Ice Cream Social on the Village Green
in Palmer Lake. Long lines of folks of all ages waited
patiently to indulge in Rock House Ice Cream with their
favorite toppings. It was lovely to see so many multi-gen-
erational groups in attendance, and the hot, clear weather
made it a perfect day for ice cream.

Thanks to the Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library for
their sponsorship of this and so many other events.

The Aug. 16 birthday party for our celebrity fish,
Dewey, was attended by more than 130 excited people.
Children gathered around for fish stories, songs, and
games, followed by a delicious cake with Dewey’s portrait
on top. It was a great last hurrah for summer vacation.

September promises new and informative activities
at the library.

The Family Fun program in Monument is on Sat-
urday, Sept. 10, at 1:30 p.m. Come meet Animals from
Everywhere with Kathy Beers. There will be hedgehogs,
turtles, lizards, and others. Make an animal bracelet to
take home.

The Tri-Lakes Non-Profit Council is partnering with
the Pikes Peak Library District to present two workshops
on grant seeking and writing. Amy Rodda, reference
librarian/coordinator of El Pomar Nonprofit Resource
Center at the district will present information about this
sometimes confusing process. Reserve your place in
these free workshops by calling the Tri-Lakes Chamber
at 481-3282.

The workshops are:

*  Grant Seeking. Learn how to identify foundation

and corporate giving programs using free online

databases accessible through the Pikes Peak Library

District. Search the Foundation Directory Online, the

Colorado Grants Guide, and other databases. This

workshop will take place on Thursday, Sept. 15, 9-11

a.m. at the Monument Library.

*  Grant Proposal Writing Basics. An introduction
to the fundamentals of grant proposal writing for
nonprofits. Participants will learn about the process
of grant writing and elements of a proposal, with
tips from foundations. This workshop is geared to
novice grant writers. This workshop will take place
on Thursday, Sept. 22, 9-11 a.m. at the Monument
Library.

The Monumental Readers will discuss Hunger Games

by Suzanne Collins on Friday, Sept. 16, at 10 a.m. All

patrons are welcome to attend this monthly book club.

Hunger Games is one of the district’s All Pikes Peak

Reads selections for 2011.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program will be
offered on Saturday, Sept. 17, from 1 to 5 p.m. This is a
refresher course for drivers age 50 and older. Graduates
may present their course completion certificate to their
insurance agent for a discount. Charge for the four hour
course is $12 for AARP members and $14 for non-mem-
bers. Class size is limited and registration is required.

Art on the walls for September will be Up Close,
photographs by Tom Damon. In the display case will be
works by Pikes Peak Decorative Painters.

Palmer Lake Library events
Palmer Lake’s Family Fun event for September is the
Heavy Equipment Rendezvous. The Town of Palmer

Lake has agreed to show off its heavy equipment for this
special library program. Come get a close-up look at road
maintenance equipment. The program will take place on
Saturday, Sept. 17, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on the Village
Green.

Children are encouraged to come to the library and
read to one of our Paws to Read dogs. Increase your flu-
ency by reading to a patient and quiet companion.

Read with Misty, the sweet and tiny Sheltie, on
Thursday, Sept. 8, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Read to Misty
and then select a prize.

Kirby is a quiet golden retriever who wants you to
read to her. Meet Kirby, read her a story and collect a
prize on Saturday, Sept. 24, from 11 a.m. to noon.

The Palmer Lake Knitting Group will meet on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 10 a.m. until noon. Bring your
knitting project and enjoy the company of other knitters.
Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be here to answer
questions. Call 481-2587 for more information.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will discuss The Next
Thing on My List by Jill Smolinski on Friday, Oct. 7, at 9
a.m. New members are welcome and registration is not
required.

Laurisa Rabins’ Expressions of Beauty-Shared pho-
tographs can be enjoyed during September.

Please note that all library facilities will be closed on
Labor Day, Sept. 5.

We hope to see you at the library!

Harriet Halbig may be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Loving Nanny

Will come to your home. 8 years experience.
Available Sept. Excellent ref. Part-Tm/Full-Tm.

510-2227 or 548-1367

Blackhorse (719) 474-9281

Kenovation & RePair

HOME & OFFICE
ALL PHASES OF REPAIR
CUSTOM WOODWORK

A Veteran-owned business

12 years in the Tn’-La‘ces Area
BLACKHORSERENOVATION.COM

Above (left): Lee Harmon and his grandsons Jack
and Cole enjoy the Village Green in Palmer Lake.
Above: Children’s specialist Sandy Yates reads to
the children during Dewey’s birthday party Aug. 16.
More than 130 attended Dewey’s party. Left: (L to R)
Children’s specialist Sandy Yates with Elena Henry
in front of Dewey’s paper birthday cake. Photos by
Harriet Halbit

W/« Grass Cutting
8pecializing in acreage and large lots.

491-6853

\\/ l//

5-Acre Lot with Stream For Sale by Owner
4250 Green Mountain Drive, NW border of USAFA.
Horse Friendly! Photo and details: www.creeksite.com
Contact Owner: creeksite@gmail.com

Affordable Medical Programs

Edward W. Harrison
Independent Business Operator

(719) 930-5583

www.dynamodental.com

Pet sitting for
your Fido or

1

1

1
Fluffy! 1
Marissa Freier :
1

1

1

1

www.fidoandfluffys.com
Mention this ad and receive a punch card good for
one month for 10 thirty-minute visits for only $80! :

Child Care in a Loving Family Home

Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek
Across from Creekside Middle School
¢ Full-time and part-time
o Before and after school
¢ Night care & weekends also available
¢ Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132

1
1
1
1
1
|
! (719) 246-3017
1
|
|
1
l

| Special!
4 20% OFF

| All Services

Gift Certificargs Avatlable

jApp:. & Walk-I We!{cﬁme

= e == amd Business Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:30 am - 7:30 pm¥
Closed Sunday-]

13880 Gleneagle Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80921

www. glamoursalonandspa.com
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Palmer Lake Historical Society, Aug. 18

Colorado’s historic houses tell stories

By Bernard L. Minetti

The Aug. 18 meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical So-
ciety was highlighted by a presentation on a historical
book titled The Walls Talk: Historic House Museums
of Colorado. The presenters were Palmer Lake’s Filter
Press publishers, Tom and Doris Baker. They began their
talk by telling the Society attendees that when Patricia
Werner, the author of the book, learned she was gravely
ill, her immediate thought was of the book project that
she had worked on for six years. She told her doctor that
she needed until the end of summer to finish it and find a
publisher.

Doris Baker said Werner was granted those extra
months to wrap up the 37 stories she wanted to tell. Filter
Press saw the merit in her research and writing. The Walls
Talk guides the reader into the homes and the lives of set-
tlers, traders, trailblazers, adventuresome professionals,
merchants, and silver kings.

Tom Baker continued by describing how each mu-
seum in the book was an actual dwelling place, is now
open to the public, and represents the life of the people
who lived there. The book describes the architecture and
history of each house, and brings to life the inhabitants
through their stories.

Doris Baker stated that Werner said, “I wrote this
book so that I could know the people who lived in these
dwellings. I hope you enjoy knowing them, too.”

Sadly, Pat Werner did not live to see her efforts turn
into this book. Her passion for our state’s history lives on
in these pages. She, like the house museums celebrated in
these pages, brings Colorado’s past back to life.

Tom Baker stated that some of the names are famil-
iar, such as the Tabors, Molly Brown, and William and

Elizabeth Byers. There are also the not so familiar such as
Lee Humphrey and Pearl DeVere. Humphrey commuted
from Evergreen to Denver in a Model T for 30 years in or-
der to live in the house he loved and that is now preserved
as a historic house museum. In Cripple Creek, visitors
can tour DeVere’s “parlor house” in the red light district
where she ran her successful business.

Doris Baker noted that Werner included only those
sites that are open to the public, that were actual dwell-
ings, and whose furnishings represent or were owned by
the people who lived in the houses. Beyond the intriguing
family stories, The Walls Talk is a tribute to the passion-
ate commitment of museum volunteers and to the work of
community historical societies throughout the state that
preserve their local treasures.

On of these treasures, Doris Baker noted, is the
MacGregor Ranch in Estes Park, which offers a window
into the past for its visitors. It is a step back in time when
a visitor walks through the front gate. Percheron draft
horses and ranch hands still work the hay meadow. The
main ranch house, now the museum, is warm and invit-
ing, welcoming children’s groups and summer visitors.

The MacGregor family lived continuously from 1896
to 1970 in what is now the Ranch House Museum. It first
opened to the public in 1973. The ranch has 42 buildings,
28 of which are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Doris and Tom Baker may be contacted at 1-888-
570-2663 to obtain more information about the book and
Werner.

Dan Edwards then gave a short talk noting that the
Historical Society has just published its Occasional Paper
No. 3, titled The Glen Park Companies and Their Chau-

Left: Doris and Tom Baker, owners of the Filter Press publishing
company in Palmer Lake, presented an overview of Patricia
Werner’'s book The Walls Talk: Historic House Museums of
Colorado. The presentation included brief histories of the residents
of some of these house museums and descriptions and histories of
the museums.

Right: Dan Edwards, a local author and historian, presents the
paper he wrote about the Glen Park Association and the biography
of the founder of Palmer Lake, Dr. W. Finley Thompson, to the
attendees at the August meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical
Society. Both items are available at the Vaile Museum in Palmer
Lake and all proceeds are dedicated to the Palmer Lake Historical
Society. Photos by Bernard Minetti.

tauquas. Edwards, who wrote the paper, is a summer
resident of Palmer Lake. He has also written a biography
of Dr. W. Finley Thompson, who founded Palmer Lake
and built the Estemere House, the town’s landmark resi-
dence.

He noted that the Glen Park Association was the first
of four companies set up to develop Glen Park, platted
in 1886 within the town boundaries of Palmer Lake, as
a summer resort for the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua
Assemblies. Edwards said that this 73-page paper with
many illustrations is based on old newspaper articles,
land deeds, and archival records. It details the efforts
to manage Glen Park and organize the Chautauqua pro-
grams that were held from 1887 to 1910.

Edwards said that a leading figure of the Chautauqua
was Forrest M. Priestley, who came to Colorado from
Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1888, became president of the
Rocky Mountain Chautauqua Co. in 1893 and president
of the Glen Park Improvement Co. in 1895.

He said the paper and the Thompson biography are
available at the Vaile Museum in Palmer Lake or from the
author, who can be contacted at danedwardsdwe @aol.com.
All proceeds go to the Palmer Lake Historical Society.

seokosk skoksko ok sk
The next Palmer Lake Historical Society event will be on
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 7 p.m. at the Palmer Lake Town
Hall. The presentation that evening is titled, “Two Wheels
and a Path.” The presenters, Annette Gray and Johanna
Harden, will guide the attendees on the 1890s bike path
as it winds its way south of Denver.
Bernard Minetti may be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Mining museum hosts gold  Mining museum celebrates

panning championships,

Aug. 5

Left: The Western
Museum of Mining &
Industry  hosted  the
Colorado State Gold

Panning Championships
Aug. 5-7. The competition
has
locations across the state
each year since 1974.
The championship was
presented by the Gold
Prospectors of Colorado
(GPOC) and sponsored
by the Cripple Creek and
Victor Gold Mine. GPOC
Trustee
Dianna Anderson
juniors, Old-timers, teams
and men and ladies were
the different competition
categories in speed, skill,
and dry panning events.

burro birthday,

Aug. 13

been held at

and Historian
said

Above: On Aug. 13, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry held a birthday
party for the museum’s burro mascots Oro and Nugget. Besides a meet-and-greet

with the burros, visitors had the opportunity to see the operation of machines,

Photo by David Futey

tour the museum and hear two bluegrass bands, Acme Bluegrass (pictured) and

Mountain Holler, that played in the museum’s rustic barn. Photo by David Futey.
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red

September Menu
Sept. 7: Special notice: No Sept. 7 lunch
Sept. 14: Chicken dijon, garlic mashed potatoes, and

salad

Sept. 21: Swedish meatballs over noodles and salad
Sept. 28: Roast pork, roasted potatoes, and applesauce
Rolls and butter served with each meal except sand-
wiches. Dessert also provided. This is an activity of
Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Associates. Meals provided
by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; Nikki McDonald,
executive chef, 481-3307.

Monument Citizen Police

Academy, Sept. 6-Oct. 27

The free eight-week academy meets Tuesdays, 7-10
p.m., at Monument Police Department, 645 Beacon Lite
Rd., and is open to all who live or have a business in the
Tri-Lakes area. Learn about criminal law, patrol proce-
dures, use of force, computer forensics, internal affairs,
community policing, tactical considerations; have the
opportunity to shoot a variety of police weapons; and
much more. For more information and applications visit
www.monumentpd.org and click on the Community Ser-
vices button, or pick up an application at the Monument
Police Department, or phone 481-3253.

Fight to End Hunger, Sept. 9-19

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks. Organizations across the country will
honor those who were lost and those who rose in service
in response to the tragedy by participating in the Sept.
11 National Day of Service and Remembrance. Black
Forest AARP Chapter 1100 is sponsoring a food drive
Sept. 9-19 with Black Forest Fire & Rescue, Black Forest
Jeweler, Nizhomi Health Center, Black Forest Financial &
Accounting Services LLC, R & R Coffee & Cafe, Rockin’
B Feed and Supply, Paws N Tails Hydrotherapy Pool, and
the Black Forest Postal Service and Convenience Store.
Food and donations will be given to Black Forest Cares
Food Pantry in support of the national Drive to End Hun-
ger. Persons interested in contributing to the community
through the Black Forest AARP chapter membership may
contact chapter President Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227.
All are welcome.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Sept. 20
Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership will sponsor a
community blood drive Sept. 20, 3-7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes
Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument. No appointment is
needed, just walk in. Donated blood goes to local Pen-
rose-St. Francis Hospitals. For more information, call
nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864, x103. The next blood drive
is Nowv. 15.

HEROES grants available for

Monument-area organizations
UnitedHealth Group has announced that grants of up to
$1,000 are available to Monument-area organizations
and schools looking to create health-focused programs
for youths. The HEROES grants can be used to create
hands-on, interactive service-learning programs that
reduce the prevalence of childhood obesity. Previous
grant recipients have used the funds to plant community
gardens, build fitness tracks, develop healthy cookbooks,
and more. To obtain an application and find out more, visit
www.Y SA.org/HEROES.

Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens
A group is now forming for teens. Successful living
is no accident; join now and learn how. Come for the
food—stay for the fun! Call 330-4256, Sandra Vergez,
M.A,N.C.C,L.PC.

Empty Bowls Dinner and Silent

Auction, Oct. 12

Monument Hill Kiwanis proudly presents the 2011 Empty
Bowls Dinner and Silent Auction Oct. 12, 5-7:30 p.m., at
Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument.
Thanks to the generosity of several area restaurants and
businesses, guests will enjoy a variety of delicious soups,
wonderful breads, and mouth-watering desserts. Guests
may also select a beautiful complementary bowl hand-
made by regional artists. They can bid on a large selec-
tion of silent auction items provided by area businesses.
The auction is sponsored by Tri-Lakes Cares volunteers.
Come and enjoy a fun evening; fill your bowl and fill
a community need. Proceeds go to Tri-Lakes Cares, a
501(c) (3) organization that helps those in need in our
community. Cost: $20, which includes one child under 12
free, checks payable to Monument Hill Kiwanis. Tickets
are available at the door and in area stores: In Monument:
High Country Home and Garden, Covered Treasures
Bookstore, Rosie’s Diner, Hangers; in Palmer Lake: Rock
House; in Jackson Creek: Tri-Lakes Printing. For more
information call Mark Zeiger, 488-5934.

Stage I Fire Restrictions lifted for

unincorporated El Paso County

Effective immediately, El Paso County Sheriff Terry
Maketa has lifted the Stage I Fire Restrictions for unin-
corporated El Paso County that have been in place since
June 16. Sheriff Maketa thanks the citizens for their co-
operation in helping to keep El Paso County safe during
the restriction period, which included the July 4 holiday.
He also urges everyone to continue to use caution to avoid
the possibility of an out-of-control wildland fire. In spite
of the recent precipitation, the fire danger still exists and
could increase should the hot and dry conditions return.
Fire officials will continue to monitor fuels, weather, and
the number of human-caused outside fires to determine
when the restrictions may be needed again.

Upcoming Fall Volunteer Opportunities
at Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD)

PPLD offers a wide variety of volunteer opportunities,
both short term and long term, for adults and teens. For
details, visit ppld.org, click “jobs,” then the “volunteers”
tab. For more information, call 531-6333, x1251.

Library district accepting applications for

Board of Trustees member

Citizens interested in serving on Pikes Peak Library Dis-
trict’s Board of Trustees may now apply for a vacancy on
the board. It is a seven-member volunteer board respon-
sible for setting library policies and the library’s budget,
and hiring an executive director to oversee the operation
of the library district. The term of office is five years, and
will begin Jan. 1, 2012. Board members are appointed
jointly by the Colorado Springs City Council and El Paso
County Commissioners. Applications are available at
PPLD’s website at ppld.org (scroll down under “What’s
New”) and must be postmarked by noon, Sep. 15. For
more information, call PPLD Executive Director Paula
Miller, 531-6333, x2010.

Monument Hill Foundation accepting
grant applications until Oct. 1

The Monument Hill Foundation is the granting arm of the
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club. Its mission is to serve as a
resource for the club in providing financial support to the
Tri-Lakes community of northern El Paso County and its
youths. Grant recipients have included District 38 special
needs children, Tri-Lakes Cares, the Rocky Mountain
Youth Leadership Conference, and the Emily Griffith
Center, to name just a few. Requests for grants are due by
Oct. 1. To request a grant, visit monumenthillfoundation
.org and click “Grants” on the menu on the left. For addi-
tional information, e-mail williamkaelin@gmail.com.

PEAK Swim Team
@ Gleneagle
Head Coach: Ross Hedlrick
www.peakswimteamco.com
Beginning Sept. 6th!

Volunteer needed for El Paso County
Citizen Outreach Group

The Citizen Outreach Group needs individuals from com-
missioner districts 1, 2 and 5, as well as at-large members.
Commissioner District 1 includes the northwest portion of
the county north of the U.S. Air Force Academy, includ-
ing the areas of Monument, Palmer Lake, and Black For-
est. Applications for the open positions are due by Sep. 9.
The volunteer application is located at elpasoco.com and
can be accessed by clicking on the “Volunteer Boards”
link. For more information, visit elpasoco.com or call
520-6436.

Slash and Mulch season ends this month
The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch sea-
son ends in September. Slash (tree and shrub debris; no
stumps) will be accepted through Sept. 12. Mulch will be
available, while supplies last, through Sept. 25. Hours of
operation are Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, noon
to 4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5 to 7:30 p.m.
The mulch loader schedule is Saturdays only, 7 a.m. to
4 p.m. The loader fee is $4 per bucket, approximately 2
cubic yards. The slash and mulch site is located at the
southeast corner of Shoup and Herring Roads in the Black
Forest area.

The program is a wildfire mitigation and recycling
effort sponsored by El Paso County, co-sponsored by the
Colorado Forestry Association and the Black Forest Fire
Department, in cooperation with Colorado State Forest
Service and the State Board of Land Commissioners.
The program’s purpose is to teach forest management
practices and to encourage residents to clear adequate
defensible space surrounding their structures by thinning
trees and shrubs to reduce the spread of fire. Spreading
mulch on the forest floor holds moisture, delays the spread
of weeds, and provides nutrients to the forest. For more
information, visit www.bfslash.org or phone 520-7878 or
Jeff DeWitt, 495-8024.

County seeks final public comment on
Major Transportation Corridors Plan

(MTCP)
The MTCP identifies future transportation needs of the

Local Business For Sale
Established 25 years
Electronics, Cell Phones, and More

Call (719) 963-0761

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates * Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert
(719) 243-2257

Keith Profita
(719) 243-2258

WANTED: SENIOR
EXECUTIVE RECRUITERS

Woodmoor Group, Executive Search firm is looking
for a few GREAT recruiters. If you are interested in
this commussion-based position, please send your
resume to Kathleen Lennon at
kklennon@woodmoor.com

No phone calls please.

Also, you are mvited to

check out our company at www.woodmoor.com.
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County, project costs, sources of funding, and how trans-
portation projects will be prioritized. It is not too late to
have your comments considered in this important plan-
ning process. The final public comment period is Sept. 2
to Oct. 2. Citizens can review the MTCP final documents
and submit their comments at www.2040mtcp.com.

Handbell ringers needed

Handbell ringers are needed to play in the Tri-Lakes
Community Handbell Choir. Experienced preferred,
adult or high school. If interested, please contact Betty
Jenik, 488-3853.

Attention artists and crafters
Bring your arts and crafts to sell in the Holiday Boutique
and Bazaar Dec. 3, a fundraiser for St. Peter Catholic

School in Monument. For information and participant
forms, call Susan at 488-3308.

Multiple sclerosis support group forming
A multiple sclerosis (MS) group is forming for the Tri-
Lakes and surrounding areas. If interested, please contact
Susan at susan@tinybrook.com.

[

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Sep. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Sep.
6, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Normally meets 1* and 3™ Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Board
Meeting, Wed., Sep. 7, 9 a.m., Board of County
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3 Floor, El Paso
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo,
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso
County Information Technology Department. Meets
I** Wed. each month. Info: www.pprwa.com or 598-
0230.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting and Presentation of the Source Water
Protection Plan to the Public, Wed., Sep. 7, 7
p.m., Donald Wescott Station 2, 15000 Sun Hills
Dr. The plan identifies threats to the district’s wells
from contaminants (leakage from septic systems and
storage tanks, erosion, pollution, etc.) and notes how
the public can help keep the water safe. Board meets
1 Wed. each month. Info: 481-0711.

¢ Donala Water & Sanitation District Town Meeting,
Wed., Sep. 7, 7 p.m., Antelope Trails Elementary
School, 15280 Jessie Dr. (corner of Jessie and
Gleneagle Drive). The purpose of the meeting is to
discuss Donala’s efforts to obtain renewable water,
the associated costs, and the resulting need to raise
revenue. Donala is projecting a 29% to 40% increase
in water rates in 2012, additional increases in coming
years, and a likely increase in property taxes. Info:
488-3603.

e  Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Mon., Sep. 8, 1 pm. 1845 Woodmoor Dr,
Monument. Normally meets 2™ Thu. each month.
Info: 488-2525.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Sep.
8, CANCELED. Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets 2™ Thu. each month at
6:30 p.m. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee Meeting, Tue., Sep. 13, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053.

e D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC)
Meeting, Tue., Sep. 13, 7 p.m., Learning Center,
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each
month, location varies. Info: 488-4700, or visit
lewispalmer.org.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Sep. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2™
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e  TriviewMetropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed.,
Sep. 14, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Meets 2" Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.

e Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Sep. 14, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall &
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
(at Hwy 105). Normally meets 2" Wed. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Sep. 14, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2" Wed. each month.

Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Donala Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Tue., Sep. 15, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein
Dr., Colorado Springs. Normally meets 3™ Thu. each
month. Info: 488-3603.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Sep. 15, 6 p.m., District Administration
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3%
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Sep. 22, 7 p.m., 130 2™ St. Normally meets 3™
Thu. each month. Info: 481-4886.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Sep.
19, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy
105). Meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Sep. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1% & 3™ Tue.
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Sep. 21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets 3™ Wed. each month. Info:
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting,
Thu., Sep. 22, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4% Thu. each
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com.

e Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Sep. 28, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4 Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

e Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Sep. 28, 7 p.m., 166 Second
St., Monument. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
Jennifer Martin, 484-0911.

e  Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Sep. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

e The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun.,
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e  MonumentLibrary: Paws to Read, Mon. & Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Bookbreak, Mon, Wed.,
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:15 &
11 a.m. Stories and more for children ages 3 and older.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Stories and more for children ages 3 and older.
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway.
Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
15 & 10:45 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Toddlertime, every Fri.,

10:30 a.m. An introduction to the delights of rhyme,
rhythm, and a few special stories as a first step to
reading for 1- and 2-year-old children. Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587
or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Sep.
8, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Read with Misty, the sweet and
tiny Sheltie, and then select a prize. Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587
or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Family Fun, Sat., Sep. 10, 1:
30-2:30 a.m. Kathy Beers brings her Kritters. Don’t
miss seeing the adorable hedgehogs, slithering
snakes, and more. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Family Fun-Heavy
Equipment Rendezvous, Sat., Sep. 17, 10:30-11:
30 a.m. The Town of Palmer Lake shows off their
road maintenance equipment for this special library
program. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Teens making paper cranes
for Japan workshop #4, Fri., Sep. 23, 3:30-5:30 a.m.
Registration requested. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Sep.
24, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Read to Kirby, a quiet Golden
Retriever, and collect a prize. Palmer Lake Branch
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or
ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: American Girl Book Club,
Wed., Sep. 28, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Read one book per
month about Molly, beginning with “Meet Molly,”
Sept.-Nov. At each meeting discuss the story and do
crafts and other activities related to that month’s book.
Registration is required and limited to 16 attendees in
grades 3 through 5. Participants are asked to attend
all three sessions (the last Wed. each month, Sept.-
Nov.), and a special culminating event Fri., Dec. 16.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Bookeaters Club, Thu., Sep.
29, 3:30-5 p.m. This book club for teens in grades 7-9
is all about the reading and the eating! This month’s
book is The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports
and homework, Tumblebooks—free online read-along
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs

e  Monument Library: Speak English! every Mon., 7
p-m. Join this informal conversation circle for adults
who want to improve their skills and increase their
comfort levels when speaking English. No registration
is required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org.

e Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes Wed.
mornings for beginner computer users. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, or ppld.org.

e Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering
individual growth through life-long learning and
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or

ppld.org.
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e Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Khnitting
Group, every Wed., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Sep. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome
to this spirited group. This month’s selection is The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. Meets 3™ Fri.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Kbnitters &
Crafters, Fri., Sep. 16, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to
share ideas, get help. Meets 1*and 3" Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Sat., Sep. 17, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost:
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers.
Registration required. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

e  Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Sep. 19,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration, and structure during the process of
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1% & 3™
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion
Group, Wed., Sep. 28, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through
history with other history lovers. Meets 4" Wed.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Oct. 7, 9 a.m. New
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st
Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

For these and other library events, please check

ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat.,
8 am.-2 p.m., new location: behind the D-38
Administration Building, Second and Jefferson St.,
downtown Monument. Park in the administration
building parking lot. Playground for the kids! Many
new vendors plus all your old favorites. Info: 592-
9420.

e  Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

e Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Company, every
Sun., 1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado
Springs (Near the corners of Baptist Road and Roller
Coaster Road). Western Bee Company is offering a
simple meal and simple fellowship to those in need in
our community. If you need transportation, call 749-
1086 or be at the Monument Park and Ride shelter
between 12:45 and 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals
are organic and gluten free is also available. Info:
Suzzannemarie, 749-1086.

e Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250.

e Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175
Kelly Johnson Blvd., Room 11, Colorado Springs.
Improve your public speaking, leadership, and
meeting planning skills. New members and visitors
welcome. Info: Hunter McCord, 439-2795; e-mail
huntersmccord@gmail.com; or http://artfullyspeakin
g.freetoasthost.us.

e  Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon.,
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

e Farmer’s Market at WMMI, every Mon. and Wed.,
Jun. 20-Oct. 31, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Fresh vegetables from
local Pueblo farms, breads, meats, and more. Look for
vendors in front of the red house. WMMI is located at
225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: phone

488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall,
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1% Thu. each month
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Administration Complex 166 Second St.,
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for
free bingo the 2™ Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info:
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551.

YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. &
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.;
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728.
BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer
Lake. If your company needs more business, visit
us and learn how we can help you. Come see
why our networking group is so successful. Info:
www.bnitrilakes.com, Dr. Kathy Yuhasz, 594-9700,
e-mail katyuhasz@comecast.net.

Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free
blood pressure screening 1* & 3 Wed. $3 donation
requested. Info: 487-8218.

Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.)
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome.
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).
FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills
with Toastmasters. New members and visitors
welcome. Info: Kirby, 481-3738 or http://faccmasters
freetoasthost.us.

Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in
Action Group—Open, Big Book Study, every Thu.,
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 1-1:45
p.m., Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer
High School, across from the YMCA. This gentle
exercise program can relieve the symptoms of chronic
pain, anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot
stand can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728 or
www.trilakesseniors.org.

Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the
MGA: www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or e-
mail 4mga@4-mga.org.

Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Sep. 6, 6 p.m., location to be
decided. Join other young women who are battling or
have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1% Tue. each
month. Info: 351-5079.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Sep.
6, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1%
Tue. each month. Info: Dave Hershberger, 481-8668,
or americanlegiontrilakespost911.com/.

Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu.,
Sep. 8, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument,
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets
2™ Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Sep. 8, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors
welcome. Meets 2™ & 4 Thu. each month. Info: Ed
Kinney, 481-2750.

Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Sep. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Sep. 9, 9 a.m., Vaile
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety
of art programs are offered after the business meeting.
Guests welcome. Meets 2™ Sat. each month. Info:
487-1329, or www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling
Collection Facility, Sat., Sep. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2" Saturday
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and
now accepts common recyclable items in addition to
household hazardous waste such as paint and related
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks,
flares, ammunition, automotive products (no tires),
various electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal. Bring
a nonperishable food item for Care and Share.
Info: 520-7878, or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental Services/Solid Waste Management.
Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet,
Sat., Sep. 9, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated.
Open 2™ Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the
church, 488-9613.

Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Sep. 12, 5
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2"
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.
Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon.,
Sep. 12. Meets 2" Mon. each month for support,
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail TLHESG@gmail.com.

Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly
Dinner Meeting: “Finding Your WHY”, Tue,,
Sep. 13, 6:30-9 p.m., The Hideaway, 3805 Walker
Rd., C.S. (481-2083). Bring your business cards,
your smile, and a friend. TNT unites women to
build relationships, achieve success, and improve
our community. It’s a dynamic women’s group that
is business-focused and fun. Meets 2" Tue. each
month, location varies. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-
0246 or www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to
register.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Sep. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227,
or Stan Beckner, 596-6787.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: “Two
Wheels and a Path.” Thu., Sep. 15, 7-9 p.m., Palmer
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Annette Gray
and Johanna Harden will guide you on the 1890s bike
path, south from Denver. This program is free. Free
refreshments will be served following the program.
Info: 559-0837 or palmerdividehistory.org.

Macular Degeneration Support Group for the
Visually Impaired, Thu., Sep. 15, 1-2 p.m. Meets

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.—Downtown Monument
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service

ANIMAL MOVERS
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3" Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23.

e Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Sep. 16,
11:30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf Course Clubhouse at 345
Mission Hill Way, Colorado Springs. Social hour 11:
30 followed by lunch; cash bar available. Program:
Opportunity to sign up for all the GWC activities
for the coming year. Cost: $16. RSVP by Sep. 9 to
Cynthia Burdakin, 434-2350; Claudia Moore, 598-
2818; Marilyn LaRue, 488-6892.

e Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon:
TLWC Interest Group sign-up, and District 38’s
Vision and Goals by Lewis-Palmer Superintendent
John Borman, Fri., Sep. 16, Mozaic Restaurant, The
Inn at Palmer Lake. RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes,
nonahayes@comcast.net, 481-9693, or Maureen
Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 282-0164. Membership is
open to all women living in School District 38 and the
luncheons are open to all current TLWC members and
their guests. The club sponsors the Wine and Roses
event in October and the Pine Forest Antique & Garden
Show & Sale in April. Proceeds from these events
benefit local nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or
contact Judy Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or
Barb Dienes, bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392.

e Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Sep.
17, 9 am., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3 Sat.
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

o Amateur Radio WOTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Radio Association), Mon, Sep. 19, 6:30 p.m.
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station
1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley). All
Amateur Radio Operators or those interested in be-
coming Amateur Radio Operators are welcome. Now
meets 3 Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-
0859.

e Senior Tea, Tue., Sep. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA).
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets
3 Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 488-2360;
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

e Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Sep. 20,
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3 Tue. each month. Info:
Lindsay, 487-9362.

e Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 7829, Tue., Sep.
20, 6-7:30 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome.
If you are a female relative of a veteran who
served on foreign soil during war or other military
action, you might be eligible. Meets 3™ Tue. each
month. Info: Martine Arndt, 231-5323, or e-mail
Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com.

e Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Sep. 20,
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets
34 Tue. each month. Info: Tony Wolusky, Post
Commander, 481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.

e Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Free Monthly
Evening Seminar: Influence & Power of Social
Media, Tue., Sep. 20, 7-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver
Rd., Colorado Springs (just west of I-25 and Baptist
Road at Woodcarver Properties Suites). Stevie Knight
of 7 Spheres Media will show how social media can
help you find new customers, keep them happy, &
have them buy your stuff. Refreshments served. Meets
3" Tue. each month. RSVP & Info: e-mail Heather,
info@trilakesbi.com; visit www.trilakesbi.com; or
call 481-4877 x100.

e Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Sep. 22,
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome.
Meets 2" & 4" Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney,
481-2750.

e  Monthly Nature Walks for Seniors, Wed., Sep. 28,
meet at 9, walk at 9:30 a.m., Kiowa Creek Sanctuary
in Black Forest. This is a new property of Audubon
Society, not yet open to the general public. Meet at
the Senior Center on Jackson Creek Pkwy by Lewis-
Palmer High School at 9 a.m. and carpool/caravan to
the sanctuary on Hodgen Road and begin the walk
at the usual 9:30 a.m. Bring water, a light snack, and
binoculars if you have them. This will be the final walk
of the season and is an activity of the Tri-Lakes HAP
Senior Center but open to the general public. Info:
Sally, 488-2462 or visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org

and click on Nature Walks.

Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Oct. 4, 6 p.m., location to be
decided. Join other young women who are battling or
have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1% Tue. each
month. Info: 351-5079.

Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m., Dirty
Woman Creek Park, 304 Mitchell Ave. Meets 1 Thu.
each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or
closed due to bad weather. Newcomers are welcome.
Please call Irene if you are bringing a “first-time”
guest so she can bring the handmade guest gift.
Anyone needing a ride to the meeting may call Faye
Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene Walters,
481-1188, or Jean Sanger, 592-9311.

Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Oct. 6, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP
80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-
9665 Info: www.cosnorthmomsclub.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Monument Creative Arts Program, Fri. mornings,
12 weeks, Sep. 2-Nov. 18. Fall art, drama, and
music classes for elementary through high school.
Inspirational teachers and reasonable rates. Info: visit
www.tinroof-productions.com or call Karen Hamer,
502-9056.
Flag Retirement Ceremony, Mon., Sep. 5, 7 p.m.,
The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St., Palmer
Lake. The Tri-Lakes American Legion Post 9-11
will conduct the ceremony, a free service to properly
dispose of old and tattered American flags. It is not
necessary to attend; flags may be dropped off in
advance at the American Legion Post home, The
Depot Restaurant. Post 9-11 normally meets 1* Tue.
each month; new members welcome. Info: Dave
Hershberger, 481-8668 or americanlegiontrilakespos
t911.com/.
Donala Water & Sanitation District Town
Meeting, Wed., Sep. 7, 7 p.m., Antelope Trails
Elementary School, 15280 Jessie Dr. (corner of Jessie
and Gleneagle Drive). The purpose of the meeting is
to discuss Donala’s efforts to obtain renewable water,
the associated costs, and the resulting need to raise
revenue. Donala is projecting a 29% to 40% increase
in water rates in 2012, additional increases in coming
years, and a likely increase in property taxes. Info:
488-3603.
Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by The Bee Eaters, Fri., Sep. 9, opening act at
7 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest
Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup
Road. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members, $5 non-
member students. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail
jrmtn@comecast.net, or www.blackroseacoustic.org.
Tri-Lakes Homeschool Group Bike-a-Thon,
Sat., Sep. 10, 8:45-11 a.m., Bear Creek Elementary
School, 1330 Creekside Dr., Monument. Students will
ride as many miles as they can to raise money for the
Wounded Warrior Project. Info: Michelle Brayman,
573-465-4514, or e-mail braymanm@yahoo.com.
NEPCO Meeting: President’s Roundtable, Sat.,
Sep. 10, 10 a.m.-noon, Gleneagle Golf Club, 345
Mission Hill Way. Annual discussion of the major
issues facing HOAs in North El Paso County. All
are welcome to this meeting of local homeowners
associations. Info: 481-2723 or www.nepco.org.
Retro Rods & Rockabilly Car Show & Concert,
Sat., Sep. 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Retrospect Dry Goods,
251 Front St., Monument. Hot rods, rat rods, lead
sleds, classic cars, bikes! Live rockabilly music by the
Royal Aces & Phantom 88, vintage pin-up contest,
food trucks, prizes! Free to attend. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to the Epilepsy Foundation
of Colorado. Enter the pin-up contest or a vehicle for
$25 at the store or on line, retrospectdrygoods.com.
Info: 487-8817.
The Garden of Infinite Vitality Integrated Health
Fair, Sat., Sep. 10, 10 am.-2 p.m., 835 Hwy
105, Suite A, Palmer Lake. Sample introductory

classes in Pilates, hypnotherapy, functional
medicine, acupuncture/energy healing, bodywork &
massage, and exceptional aging. Schedule & info:
www.thegiv.com or 488-2802.

Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Open House, Mon.,
Sep. 12, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd.,
Colorado Springs (just west of I-25 and Baptist Road
at Woodcarver Properties Suites). Introduction to a
new business growth program, including presentations
by SCORE, SBA, Co PTAC, CS Regional EDC, Tri-
Lakes Chamber, Tri-Lakes EDC, CS Tech Incubator,
and Colorado SBDC. Refreshments served. RSVP by
Sep. 5: e-mail Heather, info@trilakesbi.com or call
481-4877 x100. Info: www.trilakesbi.com.

School Safety Forum, Mon., Sep. 12, 6:30 p.m.,
Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd. Expert
speakers will discuss bullying, internet safety,
texting, drug use, and other student safety issues.
Parents, guardians, and adults in our community are
welcome to attend. Parental discretion advised. Info:
www.lewispalmer.org.

Tri-Lakes Non-Profit Council Workshop: Grant
Seeking, Thu., Sep. 15, 9-11 a.m., Monument
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Learn how to
identify foundation and corporate giving programs
using free online databases accessible through the
Pikes Peak Library District. Successfully search the
Foundation Directory Online, the Colorado Grants
Guide, and other online databases. Workshops are
free. RSVP & Info: 481-3282.

Art Hop, Thu., Sep. 15, 5-8 p.m., historic downtown
Monument. This is the last Art Hop of the season.
The 3™ Thu. each month, May-Sep., the galleries,
restaurants, and boutiques of downtown Monument
stay open until 8 p.m. for a celebration featuring art
openings, great food, live music, and more. Info: 481-
3282.

Music by the Creek, Thu., Sep. 15, 6-9 p.m., Western
Museum of Mining & Industry, 225 North Gate Blvd.
(Exit 156A off 1-25). A free family event; bring your
chairs and enjoy an evening of local talent. Sponsored
by Coffee on the Go. Info: 636-1063.

Organize Your Life: The Magic Number/Planning
for Retirement Legacy and Planned Giving, Thu.,
Sep. 15, 6:30-9:30 p.m., The Church at Woodmoor
Fellowship Hall 18125 Furrow Rd., Monument.
Admission free, childcare provided. RSVP & info:
488-3200.

Peak Ranch Alpaca’s Boutique Harvest Brew,
Sat., Sep. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument. Seasonal beer sampling and fleece harvest
displays. Info: 232-8509 or PeakRanchAlpacas.com.
Chili Cook Off and Salsa Tasting, Sat., Sep. 17,
11 a.m.-3 p.m., Limbach Park, corner of 2" & Front
Streets, Monument. Community chili and salsa teams
will shoot it out for awards and prizes. Cost: $5,
kids under age 8 free. Your vote will determine the
People’s Choice Awards. Cold craft beer and hot live

Parting Shots

Above: Debbie Hudson donates blood at Tri-Lakes
Cares July 19. The next blood drive at Tri-Lakes
Cares will be held Sept. 20, 3-7 p.m. Photo by
Candice Hitt.
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music. All proceeds benefit local causes. Info: www.
monumentmerchants.com or contact Vicki Mynhier,
vmynhier@townofmonument.net or 460-4179.

Dallas Holm Christian Music Free Concert, Sat.,
Sep. 17, 4 p.m., Palmer Lake Park Pavilion on Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Bring chairs or blankets. Food
and beverages available. Presented by The Little Log
Church. Info: 481-2409 or www.dallasholm.com.
Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Sep. 20, 3-
7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument.
No appointment needed, just walk in. Donated blood
goes to local Penrose-St. Francis Hospitals. Info: nurse
Jackie Sward, 481-4864, x103.

Tri-Lakes Non-Profit Council Workshop: Grant
Proposal Writing Basics, Thu., Sep. 22, 9-11 am.,
Monument Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Learn
about the process of grant writing, and elements of a
proposal, with tips from foundations. Geared to novice
grant writers. Workshops are free. RSVP & Info: 481-
3282.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Early Labor Signs & Symptoms: A Brief History
of Unions—Exhibit Opening & Heritage Lecture,
Thu., Sep. 22, 5 p.m., beverages and hors d’ocuvre;
7 p.m., lecture. Free and open to the public. This
exhibit showcases objects related to mining during
the Colorado labor conflict of 1903-1904 and provides
history of the beginning of the labor movement. In the
lecture, author Philip Dray will present the history of
labor unions in America and their impact as a social
movement. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate
Blvd. (1-25 Exit 156A). RSVP & Info: 488-0880 or
WWW.wmmi.org.

Organize Your Life: Social Security/Medicare
Community Resources, Thu., Sep. 22, 6:30-9:30
p-m., The Church at Woodmoor Fellowship Hall 18125
Furrow Rd., Monument. Admission free, childcare
provided. RSVP & info: 488-3200.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Beppe Gambetta, Fri., Sep. 23, opening act
at 7 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest
Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup
Road. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members, $5 non-
member students. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail
jrmtn@comecast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.o
rg.

Tri-Lakes MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Annual Munchkin Market, Fri.-Sat., Sep. 23-24, 8
a.m.- noon, Tri-Lakes Chapel, 1750 Deer Creek Rd.,
Monument. Shop gently used children’s clothing, gear,
basics, toys, & more! Donations of gently used baby
and children’s clothing, toys, equipment are gladly
accepted now through Sep. 10. To schedule a pick-up
at your home, e-mail mops.trilakes@gmail.com. Info:
trilakesmops.blogspot.com.

Alpaca Roundup, Sat., Sep. 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Pikes
Peak Alpacas, northeast corner of Colorado highways
105 and 83, 5 miles east of Monument. Have a fun, free,
and educational day with the South Eastern Colorado
Alpaca Breeders as they celebrate National Alpaca
Farm Days. Info: 481-4946, pikespeakalpacas.com, or
e-mail thestaleys@pikespeakalpacas.com.

Alpaca Open Farm Days at Lone Pine Alpacas, Sat.-
Sun., Sep. 24-25, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 19605 Oslo Grove,
Colorado Springs. See the alpacas and join in many
activities including peg loom knitting, wet felting, and
needle felting—all free! Info: lonepinealpacas.com,
488-8045, 440-8150, or e-mail cathy@lonepinealpac
as.com.

Alpaca Open Farm Days at Roller Coaster Alpacas,
Sat.-Sun., Sep. 24-25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 16375 Roller
Coaster Rd., Colorado Springs. See the new baby
alpacas and visit the Alpaca Farm Store. Info: 481-
9274, 660-9813, or www.AlpacaNation.com/rollerco

asteralpacas.asp.

e Introduction to Senior Care Facilities and Services,
Mon., Sep. 26, 1 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior Center crafts
room, Lewis-Palmer High School campus, 1300 Higby
Rd., Monument. All are welcome to this informative
presentation by Teresa Hill of the Castle Rock Care
Center, who will discuss the various senior living and
care services and what they offer. Info: e-mail SeniorB
eat@TriLakesSeniors.org.

e Haunted Mines at the Western Museum of Mining
& Industry (WMMI), Sep. 30-Oct. 31, Fri.- Sat., 7:30
p.m.-midnight until mid-Oct., then opens 7 p.m. (plus
some weekdays till 10 p.m.). Don’t miss this terrifying
adventure. All proceeds from the Haunted Mines go
to WMMIL. Cost: $15, group discount available. Visit
www.hauntedmines.org for details. WMMI is located
at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 exit 156A). WMMI info:
488-0880, or visit www.wmmi.org.

e D-38 10K/5K/1-mile Fun Raiser Run/Walk for
D-38 schools, Sat., Oct. 1, 9 am. for 5K and 10K,
11:30 a.m. for 1-mile Fun Run, start & end in Don
Breese Stadium, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. After-
party follows races. Cost: $10, 1-mile Fun Run; $20,
5K; $30, 10K. Prices go up after Sep. 9. Register at
www.oneagleswings3.com. Info: 445-9309 or e-mail
run@oneagleswings3.com.

e 38" Annual Christmas Arts & Craft Fair, Sat.-Sun.,
Oct.1-2, 9 am.-5 p.m., Sat.; 10 am.-4 p.m. Sun.,
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Free
admission. Palmer Lake Art Group’s annual show
and sale features locally made arts and fine crafts.
Proceeds fund art scholarships for D-38 students. Info:
Margarete Seagraves, 487-1329, or visit www.palmerl
akeartgroup.com.

e 47" Annual Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Fall
Show & Sale, Thu.-Sun., Nov. 3-6, Thu.-Sat., 9 a.m.-8
p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd., Colorado Springs
(just north of Shoup Rd). The free show offers crafts,
baked goods, and more from more than 80 artisans
and culinary guild members. A portion of all sale
proceeds will benefit the guild’s scholarship fund and
the Black Forest community. Wheelchair accessible,
but no strollers please due to fire regulations. Info:
www.BFACG.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-

able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local

governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations.

We include events that are open to the general public and

are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is

available, complimentary calendar listings are included,
when requested, for events advertised in the current issue.

To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community

Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the information to

calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado

80132.

Look for our next issue

Saturday, Oct. 1
Ad Reservations: Fri., Sep. 16

Finished ads in electronic format
are due by Fri., Sep. 23
Letter Due Date: Fri., Sep. 23

Visit our web site to read, download,
and search all the back issues at

WWW.OCN.ME
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soy bean-based water-soluable inks.
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Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor
on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board
has established a policy that we do not knowingly print
letters that have appeared in substantially the same
form elsewhere. Please identify your submission as a
letter to the editor and include your full name, home
address, and day and evening phone numbers. A limit
of 300 words is recommended. Letters may be edited
for length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter
to editor@ocn.me or mail to Our Community News,
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In
response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement,
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that
we have received your letter.

Paid Advertisement

The Rabbi’s Corner
No Apologies & No Thanks

By Oswald Garagorry

As we arrive at the tenth anniversary of a very sad
day in American history, our hearts are heavy with the
memory of those who lost their lives because of the
atrocities committed by Muslim terrorists. We look
back on how much our lives have changed and how
much it has cost our nation and somehow, in some
way, it has affected every American in terms of loss of
life, economical cost, and worldwide humiliation. As
mentioned last month, there has never been an apology
made by a Muslim country, an Imam, or even a com-
munity organizer from any Muslim group. We have
been told over and over again that “Islam is a religion
of peace” and that Muslims are “peace-loving people”.
But where are they? In ten years, they haven’t sur-
faced. Wouldn’t it be a peace-loving gesture to have
some words of apology from them?

This month I received an email from a friend with
pictures of old decaying mosques in different Muslim
countries being completely restored to their original
condition with American taxpayer’s money. We have
been told by our government of the importance and
necessity of raising our taxes, but we haven’t been
asked for our views or support for restoring mosques
with our money. We also have not heard from the
ACLU and all of their liberal lawyers about how use of
our tax dollars fits into their interpretation of separa-
tion of state and religion. Is it because such laws are
applicable only for churches and synagogues? But
what is even more shocking are the apologies made to
Muslims by American Christian leaders headed up by
Rick Warren and Robert Schuler who as evangelicals
are supposed to stand for Christian values and truth.
Christians are being led by their leaders from their
steadfast support for Israel to the Palestinians. The
other day someone local called me to tell me their
church had made that switch and because of that they
have left their church of many years. So as another sad
anniversary comes up, here we stand:

e No apologies from the peace-loving Muslims.

e No thanks from the Muslim people or countries
where our money is going to restore their mosques.

e Church people are being led in the first steps of in-
doctrination into Islam by ChrisLam practices.

e Over 300 Christian leaders apologizing to the Mus-
lims for the Crusades and the excess of war on ter-
rorism without defining “excess.”

Shalom to you.

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of
Aliyah Congregation that meets
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
at it’s NEW LOCATION
19925 Monument Hill Road.
www.aliyahcongregation.com e (719) 330-2382
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Alice’s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate Why advertise

Want to find out local real estate market trends? in OCN ?
Go to www.Tri-LakesMarketTrends.com

OCN is mailed free to ev-
- - ery resident and business
BU|Id in the CIOUdS! in the Tri-Lakes area. We
put copies of OCN into the
hands of those people most
likely to buy your products
or services.

OCN is a primary source
for Tri-Lakes area news.
Advertising in a credible
medium typically rubs off
on the advertisers in that
media.

Beautiful building lot in the unique area of Crystal OCN takes ads only from

Park, a private gated community above Manitou Tri-Lakes area businesses.

Springs. .7-acre wooded lot. Many community Your ad won’t be competing

.. . for attention with ads from
amenities. View at www.CoffeePotRoad.com.

Colorado Springs and Castle

Price $115,000. Rock.
. . OCN’s low ad rates and
www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com monthly publication sched-
Call Alice for a Showing Today! ule help stretch your ad

Alice Sweatman budget. OCN has the lowest
ad cost per printed copy of

719-200-5258 any local publication. Since

OCN is a monthly publica-
tion, your ad is out there for
a month—more than four
times longer than other local
papers.

OCN doesn’t use contracts.
Our advertisers advertise
with us because they see
benefit in it, not because
they’re bound by a contract
they signed months before.
You are supporting a good
thing. Your advertising dol-
lars support a unique all-
volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused
effort to present factual,
comprehensive news to all
Tri-Lakes area residents.

And the best reason

of all: It works!
To see how well OCN ads have
worked for other businesses,
go to www.ocn.me/advertise.h
tm#testimonials.
For more information
on advertising, go to
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm
or contact John Heiser at
488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

BASEMENT

& repairs @@@@@

* New Decks * &
* Tear-out & replace * Q&a\%
* Repairs * O

* Redwood or W%}Q@

composite *
“Whether you know exactly what you want

649-6198
or don’t have a clue where to start, I can help.”

Over 20 years experience. 488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes

Licensed & Insured. Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction.
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates *
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