Saturday, May 5, 2012

Page 31

Littlebird draws on special
inspirations in making music

Above: Leon Joseph Littlebird performs at the TLCA
with slideshow imagery as a background. Photo by
David Futey.

By David Futey
On April 7, The Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts hosted
songwriter and performer
Leon Joseph Littlebird. A
Grand River Ute who grew
up in Summit County, Lit-
tlebird shared stories about
his pioneer family, noting
one of his grandfathers
was the first postmaster for
the Colorado Territory. He
recalled Native American
culture and inspirations,
such as his father who had
“wisdom on his face.”

Littlebird took those
stories and deftly scripted
and performed songs that
brought his audience with
him on a journey. He re-
called times playing his
flute by the Blue River
and Lake Dillon, and from
those experiences created
songs such as Naa Ohn
Kara (Where the Blue Wa-
ter Meets the Sky).

Information on
Littlebird is at http:/
littlebirdmusic.com/.

David Futey can

be reached at
dfutey@ocn.me.

Dakota Blonde returns to
the TLCA

By David Futey

On April 21, an old friend returned to
the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts stage.
It had been nearly two years since
Dakota Blonde—Don Pinnella, Mary
Huckins, and Tony Raddell—had per-
formed at the TLCA, and the occasion
brought many friends to the audience
and a bit of reminiscing about the
history of the band during the perfor-
mance.

The band members first met each
other while teaching music therapy to
emotionally troubled children and ado-
lescents. Huckins recalled how, after
months of practice, they started playing
for change on Pearl Street in Denver.
That led to an open mike night at Little
Bear in Evergreen and, fast-forwarding
to 2013, the band will be celebrating its
10th year with a new CD.

On this evening the band was ac-
companied by violinist Gordon Burt.
The quartet performed new songs, One
More Dollar and Follow the Child, fan
favorites such as the Ballad of Mary’s
Car and Mary’s Waltz, along with cov-
ers from Johnny Cash and Cyndi Lau-
per. Each song seemed to bring out a
story from the band’s history that con-
nected to someone in the audience. It
is always a great time when old friends
get together.

Information about Dakota Blonde
is at www.dakotablonde.com/.

David Futey can be reached at
dfutey@ocn.me.

Pictured: Gordon Burt joined
Dakota Blonde band members Don
Pinella, Mary Huckins, and Tony
Raddell as the band returned to the
TLCA stage. Photo by David Futey.




